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Working Group 1’s Objectives 

To reduce the current backlog of all types of licence to an acceptable level, whilst ensuring that 

regulatory standards are maintained. 

To ensure that any future growth of a backlog is identified and managed expeditiously. 

 

Working Group 1: Members 

• IFA :                     Vincent Nally 

• IBEC:                   Mark McAuley 

• None So Hardy:  Teige Ryan 

• SWAN:                Mark Boyden 

• FOCS:                 Kathryn O’Donoghue 

• DAFM:                 Ann Cunningham 

• DAFM:                 Savannah Smith 

• DAFM:                 Seppi Hona 

Since establishment, group met on 17 occasions  

 

  



Work Programme since last Forestry Policy Group Meeting 

• Overall focus of Group significantly impacted by new Statutory Instrument requiring an additional 30 

day consultation period 

• Working Group has had detailed presentation from Department regarding the S.I. and actions the 

Dept. are taking to reduce its impact. 

• Working Group reviewed the Project Board’s interim report and has provided written feedback. 

• At the request of the Project Board , the Group has refined the “backlog dashboard “ and it’s now 

ready for use by the Dept. 

• At the request of the Project Board , the Group has reconsidered the Backlog definition , and by adding 

a footnote is now addressing the Collite issue. 

 

 

 

Definition 

Any submitted file accepted by the DAFM as a valid application after the date of advertising which has not been 

processed within the agreed timeframe of the Farmers Charter or the Forestry Act 2014 is considered to be in 

the backlog (In any case files in the system beyond 120 days). 

 

Note: The Backlog number includes Coillte files, which have an agreed processing time schedule. 

 

  



Summary 

 
 

WG1 has met 17 times since the start of Project Woodland with considerable commitment given by 
all members. The group made its first recommendations to the PB on the 9th June after only a 
number of meetings due to the necessary urgency in light of the ongoing licencing crises. WG1 notes 
the issue of delay imposed by the SI293. Regardless, the backlog figure has increased since the first 
report was made to the PB 15 weeks ago. All of the WG1 recommendations were made with the sole 
purpose of reducing the backlog. 

 

 

 


