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08 November 2021 @ 11.30 am by Webex 

 
In attendance DAFM: Paul Savage (Chair), Assistant Secretary,  Corina Roe, Ted Massey,  
Ultan Waldron, Cormac McGann, Brian A. Kennedy, Shashank Malik, Roisin Carroll, Niamh 
Hamilton-Jones, all CAP Rural Development Division; Miriam Cadwell, John Muldowney, 
Dympna Furlong, Josephine Brennan, Pat Morrison, all Ag Environment & Structures 
Division; Mary Carey , David Buckley, Brian Batt, all Direct Payments Division; Maria Dunne, 
Meat and Milk Policy Division; Tom Keating and David Ryan, Integrated Controls Division;  
Joanne O’Neill, On-Farm Investments Division; Odile Evans, Organic Unit. 
 
See Annex 1 for list of other organisations and names of their representatives in attendance. 
 
The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming Committee Members and gave an overview of the 
meeting agenda.  He added that the purpose of the meeting is to update about CSP development 
and the upcoming Public Consultation on the draft Environmental Report. 
 
Item (1) Revised minutes from the meeting on 21 October, minutes from the meeting on 28 
October and any matters arising.   
The minutes were agreed. A committee member advised that she would submit comments 
by email. The Chair said any comments were welcome through the email address: 
CAPConsultativeCommittee@agriculture.gov.ie. 
 
Item (2) Further update on CAP Strategic Plan Development 
The Chair said that the Department has taken on feedback from multiple engagements with various 
stakeholders, and  that an updated draft of the CAP Strategic Plan (CSP) had been shared with 
Committee members.  
 
He referred briefly to changes made to interventions so far.  These included introduction of a Straw 
Incorporation Measure, a Collaborative Farming Grant to aid generational renewal, and measures 
to support women in farming and gender balance, which had been incorporated into the Capital 
Investment Scheme and the Knowledge Transfer programme.  In addition, support for start-up 
Producer Organisations had been expanded to cover additional sectors. More details are also now 
included for AECM measures. Most other elements remain as presented previously. The draft Plan 
would be made available publicly that afternoon and would  guide stakeholders for the public 
consultation that will finish on 08 December 2021. 
 
Item (3) Draft Environmental Report and planned public consultation 
Brendan Shiels (RSM Consultancy) gave a presentation on the evaluation process and the structure 
of the draft Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Natura Impact Statement.  He strongly 
urged everyone to make written submissions in response to the draft reports. 
 
The Chair then opened the floor to comments.  Comments and questions raised by Committee 
members included the level of environmental ambition, eco-scheme budget and practices; GAEC 
requirements; incorporating the recent Climate Action Plan into the CSP; AMR and animal welfare; 
payments for grassland margins versus arable land margins; introduction of a fertiliser register; 
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Collaborative Farming; and 60% grant proposed for female farmers.  The Chair and DAFM 
representatives responded to the comments and questions. 
 
Responding to questions about environmental ambition and the Climate Action Plan, the Chair 
added that DAFM has sought to seek a level of ambition that is achievable. DAFM is also considering 
more options for eco-schemes. The document contains the five eco-scheme measures included 
previously, but DAFM is still reflecting on feedback on this issue. The draft Environmental Report 
assesses the Plan based on these five eco-scheme practices. So far, the strength of the Plan is more 
targeted towards biodiversity and water quality rather than climate change, although progress will 
also be made on the latter, and will be combined with other measures outside the CSP.  The CAP 
can’t achieve all the targets outlined in the Climate Action Plan on its own. It was also pointed out 
that the CSP has a much higher level of environmental ambition than previous iterations of the CAP.  
 
In response to questions regarding further changes to the draft CSP, the Chair added that changes 
will depend on what emerges from the public consultation. Any changes to the Plan will be 
considered and, if necessary, will be reflected in the Environmental Report.  
 
DAFM attendees responded to queries on the types of tree planting to be supported under the Eco-
scheme and AECM and on the types of land on which trees could be planted, on the areas where 
AECM Cooperation Projects will be implemented, and on the rates of aid applying to measures 
undertaken on riparian margins on arable land and on grassland.  
 
On the proposed 60% rate of aid for Capital Investments completed by female farmers and the 
proposed age limit, the Committee was advised that the Department is still considering the 
proposed age limit and is seeking guidance/clarification from the European Commission. 
 
In relation to overarching points made by Committee members on the extent of 
consultation undertaken on the CSP, and on the budget underpinning the Plan, the Chair 
firstly referred to the very extensive consultation that had taken place over the last two 
years, as well as the significant step-up in this consultation that had occurred through a 
wide variety of channels in recent months, which the Minister and the Department will 
continue to reflect on as the draft CSP is progressed. On funding, he outlined that the CAP 
budget overall had increased compared to the 2014-2020 period, and had increased 
significantly in respect of Pillar II, as exemplified by the massive increase in funding for the 
new AECM compared to that allocated for GLAS. 
 
Drawing the discussion to a close, the Chair thanked everyone for their participation.  He 
remined the Committee that the public consultation will remain open until 08 December 
2021. He encouraged everyone to participate in the public consultation and to make 
submissions as early as possible considering the tight deadlines for CSP submission to the 
European Commission. In response to a question on whether townhall meetings will be held, 
the Chair replied that it is not intended to hold such meetings.  The Department is seeking 
written feedback in response to the consultation. 
 
 
Item (4) AOB:  No other issues were raised. 
 



Annex 1.  List of non-DAFM organisations and names of their representatives in 
attendance 

Representative Organisation 
Barnes, Rob Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
Byrne, Mary Department of Rural and Community Development 
Byrne, Colin Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
Carter, Clive  Irish Grain Growers Association 
Claffey, James Irish Rural Network 
Duggan, Oonagh Environmental Pillar/Bird Watch Ireland 

Shiels, Brendan RSM Consultancy 

Farrell, Eamonn ICOS - Irish Co-operative Organisation Society  

Farrell, Tim Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association (ICSA) 
Graham, Alison ICMSA - Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association 
Griffin, Denis Irish Farmer’s Association (IFA) 
Hanrahan, Kevin Teagasc 
Howard, Kelli Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
Keane, John Macra Na Feirme 
Kelleher, Dermot ICSA - Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association 

McCabe, Niall Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
McGovern, Graham, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
Moloney, Rachel Irish Farmer’s Association (IFA) 
Mulvihill, Conor Dairy Industry Ireland 
O’Donnell, Colm  Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association  
Owen O'Driscoll  Agricultural Consultants Association 

Punch, Eddie Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association (ICSA) 
Smyth, Paul Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association (ICMSA) 
Stanley Smith, Charles Environmental Pillar 
Meredith, Stephen Irish Organic Association 

 


