
 

 

 

Meeting: Bovine TB Stakeholder Forum – Meeting 10 
Date: 04 February 2021  
Time: 14:30 – 16:30 
Location: Virtual Meeting 
 

 

Attendees 

 

Ministers and Chairs:  

Charlie McConalogue, TD, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; Michael Cronin, Chair TB Stakeholder 

Forum; Gerry Kiely, Chair Finance Working Group; John Griffin, Chair Science Working Group 

 

Organisations: 

David Graham, Animal Health Ireland; Joe Burke, Bord Bia; Deborah Meghen, Coillte; Conor Mulvihill, Dairy 

Industry Ireland; Lorcan McCabe, ICMSA; Hugh Farrell, ICSA; Ray Doyle, ICOS; Pat Farrell, IFA; Colm O'Donnell, 

INHFA; Padraic Fogarty; Irish Wildlife Trust; Thomas Duffy, Macra na Feirme; Colin Kelly, Ornua; Simon More, 

UCD; Conor Geraghty; Veterinary Ireland 

Organisation Observers:  

Mike Magan, Animal Health Ireland; Paul Smyth, ICMSA; Neassa Fitzgibbon, ICSA; Tomas Bourke, IFA; Sean 

Martin, INHFA; Tadhg Gavin, Veterinary Ireland 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine: 

Martin Blake, Paula Barry Walsh, Michael Sheahan, Eoin Ryan, Colm Forde 

 

Bovine TB Forum Secretariat:  

Philip Breslin, Karina Wrigley, Rosanne Greene, Donal Mooney, Anthony Stringer 

 

Apologies:  

Kevin Twomey, Farmer; Joe Ryan, Meat Industry Ireland; John Mee, Teagasc 

 

Minutes 

 

Item Minutes 
Introduction by 
Chairman Michael 
Cronin 

Chairman Michael Cronin welcomed all representatives to the TB stakeholder 
forum. He thanked all for their contribution to the launch of the TB Strategy 
and referred to its launch as an important milestone heading into the 
implementation stage. The Chairman thanked everyone for the cross-sector 
approach. The Chairman then introduced the Minister for Agriculture. 
 

Address by Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, Charlie 
McConalogue T.D. 
 

The Minister welcomed everyone to the forum and addressed the recent 
contribution made by all. The Minister thanked the Chair of the forum for his 
contribution. Appreciation was given to the forum for the effort made in 
finalising and launching the TB strategy. The Minister addressed the challenges 
ahead and the need to act with urgency to reduce disease. The Minister 



recognised the deterioration of herd incidence, the increase in expenditure for 
2020 and the hardship faced by farmers. It was important for the Forum to 
work together to produce results. The Minister acknowledged the important 
upcoming work involved with the new working groups. The Minister thanked 
the forum. 
 

Minutes of Last Meeting The minutes of meeting 9 were agreed. 
 

Update on TB Situation The Department updated the forum on current TB trends and answered 
questions relating to the presentation. The presentation will be circulated to 
members along with a table relating to other test types.   
 
 
 

Terms of reference and 
membership of working 
groups 

The Department provided an introduction and overview of the three working 
groups. It informed the forum that the cost benefit analysis report will be due 
this month and addressed concerns about its delay. The Department answered 
representatives’ questions about cleansing and disinfecting, expenditure, 
compensation increases and the importance of reactor removal times. 
Financial data will be available to interested members post meeting. There was 
a discussion about the importance of continually improving communication 
with farmers. Please see below link to recent Parliamentary Question dated 
Thursday, 1 October 2020. 
 
https://www.kildarestreet.com/wrans/?id=2020-10-01a.1025 
 

Address by John Griffin, 
Chair of science working 
group 

Michael Cronin introduced John Griffin, chair of the scientific working group. 
John Griffin thanked Michael Cronin and the Minister for nominating him as 
chair of the science working group. He addressed the forum and introduced 
himself and his scientific background. He looked forward to being part of the 
working group and contributing to the TB forum. He talked about the 
improvement of TB related science within the last decade, and how the 
working group will provide the forum with clearly communicated and impartial 
evidence that is based on sound science. John Griffin thanked the forum and 
the Chair. The Farming organisations may write to the Minister with a 
nomination for the scientific working group. 
 

Address by Gerry Kiely, 
Chair of Finance 
working group. 
 

Michael Cronin introduced Gerry Kiely, chair of the finance working group. 
Gerry Kiely thanked the forum and the Minister. He introduced himself and his 
background. He addressed the increasing financial cost of the TB programme, 
and briefly talked about the cost benefit analysis and the on-farm market 
valuation reports. The latter could be discussed immediately with the working 
group. Gerry Kiley thanked the forum. 
 
 

Overview of policies to 
be implemented as part 
of the TB strategy 

The Department gave a presentation on the policies to be implemented as part 
of the TB strategy. These items will have to be discussed with the 
implementation working group. The presentation was an overview of the 
pathway of action points and will be a recurring item on the TB forum agenda.  
 
The All Island Animal Disease Surveillance reports for 2018 and 2019was 
circulated to members of the TB Forum. This is information relating to a study 
on Deer requested by members of the Forum. 

https://www.kildarestreet.com/wrans/?id=2020-10-01a.1025


Draft work plan for 
working groups. 
 

The department referred to an earlier item on the agenda* and briefly 
repeated the topic. It informed the forum that the working groups will address 
their terms of reference. 
 
*Terms of reference and membership of working groups 

 

Closing of Meeting The Chairman thanked members for their time and contribution. He provided a 
summary of the meeting and closed the meeting. 

 

Action Points 

 

1 Secretariat to organise next TB Forum meeting 
 


