
 

 

 

Meeting: Bovine TB Stakeholder Forum Implementation Working Group (IWG) – Meeting 8. 

Date: 04 October 2021 

Time: 11:00 – 13:00. 

Location: Virtual Meeting. 

Purpose: The stated purpose of the IWG is to consider the details and modalities for the policies set out in the 
bTB strategy. 

 

Attendees 

Chair:  

Sean Brady. 

 

Chair TB Forum: 

Michael Cronin. 

 

Organisations: 

Lorcan McCabe, Paul Smyth, ICMSA; Hugh Farrell, John Barron, ICSA; Ray Doyle, ICOS; TJ Maher, T Bourke, IFA; 

Twomey, Farmer; John Keane, Macra na Feirme, David Graham, Animal Health Ireland; Conor Geraghty, 

Veterinary Ireland. 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM): 

Philip Breslin, James O’ Keeffe 

 

Bovine TB Forum Secretariat:  

Rosanne Greene, Donal Mooney, Anthony Stringer. 

 

Apologies:  

Eoin Ryan, Karina Wrigley, DAFM 

Minutes 

 

Item Minutes 
Introduction by Chair The Chair welcomed all representatives to the meeting and thanked 

everyone for their contribution and time. 
Minutes of last meeting Minutes of meeting 7 were agreed.  
Statistical update DAFM provided the IWG with an update on disease trends and 

inconclusive policy. The Farm Organisations requested that incentives 
for the removal of inconclusives would be brought to the financial 
working group (FWG) for discussion. The Farming Organisations 
enquired if blood testing of historical inconclusive animals could take 
place as part of the annual round TB test. As part of the update there 
was a brief overview on the wildlife unit and the IWG was informed 
that fifteen vacancies (out of fifty-three total positions) currently 
exist within the unit. The Farming Organisation suggested the 
outsourcing of the wildlife programme if the Department is having 
difficulty filling vacancies.  The Chair asked for wildlife unit updates in 
relation to badger capture/vaccination and staffing levels to be part 
of the statistical update at the IWG meetings.  

Animal Health Law: Risk Risk Mitigation Plans are to be extended to all restricted herds in Q1 



mitigation plans 
required for herds to be 
derestricted 

2022. The Farming Organisations requested the policy be discussed 
at the next IWG. There was discussion on the policy of excluding 
restricted herds engaged in movements to or from contract rearing 
facilities from availing of compensation. The Farming Organisations 
want DAFM to retract this policy citing that there was already an 
entitlement to compensation for these herds under the previous 
iteration of this policy. DAFM refuted this saying the previous policy 
was predicated on the needs resulting from welfare considerations 
not commercial decisions to maximise grass use. DAFM outlined 
cattle moving into an active restriction eligible for compensation 
would expose the taxpayer to financial risk and would indemnify the 
herd owner from the effects of any risky management practices 
during the breakdown. As a result of the stalemate position on this, 
the Chair asked for this point to be brought back to TB Forum.  

Policy on herds at risk of 
recurrent breakdowns 

DAFM gave a presentation on the policy and answered questions. 
The Farming organisations welcomed this policy. DAFM expect to 
implement this policy by Q2 2022.  

Risk mitigation plans In relation to the current risk mitigation plans for herds wishing to 
move animals in DAFM were asked to review the policy in relation to 
the requirement for a test in the previous 4 months and also the 
requirement for a pre-movement test for non-breeding animals. 
DAFM committed to bringing these issues to the attention of the 
working group developing the policy rationale. 

Communications DAFM gave a presentation on communications  
Any other business and 
close of meeting 

The IWG was informed that the Minister has been in contact NPWS 
about re-establishing the Deer Management Forum. DAFM will 
provide further information about this at the next IWG. DAFM was 
requested to provide quarterly county TB statistics. DAFM were 
requested to consider issuing badger capture reports to farmers. 
Pre/Post movement testing under the Animal Health Law is to be 
placed on the agenda for the next meeting. Next meeting 02 
November 2021. Chair thanked all for their contribution and closed 
the meeting.  

 

Action Points 

1 Incentives for the removal of inconclusives to be brought to the financial working group (FWG) for 
discussion. 

2 Update on wildlife unit to be given as part of the statistical update going forward. 

3 The policy regarding risk mitigation plans for all restricted herds to be discussed at the IWG. 

4 Discussion regarding compensation for restricted herds engaged in contract rearing to be brought to 
the TB Forum. 

5 Issues regarding current Risk Mitigation Plans to be brought to the working group.  

7 An update on the Deer Management Forum to be provided at the next IWG. 

8 Quarterly county TB statistics to be provided going forward. 

9 DAFM to consider issuing badger capture reports to farmers. 

10 Pre/Post movement testing to be placed on the agenda for next IWG. 

 


