
 

 

 

Meeting: Bovine TB Stakeholder Forum Implementation Working Group (IWG) – Meeting 5. 

Date: 13 June 2021 

Time: 11:00 – 13:00. 

Location: Virtual Meeting. 

Purpose: The stated purpose of the IWG is to consider the details and modalities for the policies set out in the 
bTB strategy. 

 

Attendees 

 
Chair:  

Sean Brady. 

 

Chair TB Forum: 

Michael Cronin. 

 

Organisations: 

Lorcan McCabe, Paul Smyth, ICMSA; Hugh Farrell, John Barron, ICSA; Ray Doyle, ICOS; Pat Farrell, Tomas Bourke, 

IFA; Niall Feery, NPWS;  Pádraic Fogarty, Irish Wildlife Trust, David Graham, Mike Magan, Animal Health Ireland; 

Kevin Twomey, Farmer; John Keane, Macra na Feirme; Tadhg Gavin, Vet Ireland. 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM): 

Eoin Ryan, Philip Breslin, James O’ Keeffe, Karina Wrigley. 

 

Bovine TB Forum Secretariat:  

Rosanne Greene, Donal Mooney, Anthony Stringer. 

 

Apologies:  

Nil. 

 

 

Minutes 

Item Minutes 
Introduction by Chair The Chair welcomed all representatives to the meeting, thanked 

everyone for their contribution and time and wished John Keane well 
in his new role. 

Minutes of last meeting Minutes of the last meeting were agreed  
Statistical update 
including Inconclusive 
Policy 

DAFM provided a statistical update on current bovine TB trends and 
inconclusive statistics.  

Animal Health Law, 
movements into 
restricted herds 
conditions 

This element of the animal health law (AHL) enables restricted herds 
to bring in animals without the requirement for one clear test but a 
risk mitigation plan must be implemented. This was seen as a positive 
step. Purchasing from certain risk categories of herds to be excluded 
as a mandatory requirement from risk management plans. FOs 
outlined that the risk from C0 to C3 herds is greater for the general 
population of herds than for restricted herds. Option of using a 
Private Veterinary Practitioner to draft risk mitigation plans to be 



included. 
 

Communications DAFM gave a presentation on strategic communications and there 
was general endorsement by representatives. Farming organisations 
(FOs) were opposed to replacing the round test letter with a text 
message only and proposed a simplified letter as well as a text 
message. FOs were opposed to a proposal to send a text message to 
owners of historic inconclusives advising them to consider culling 
these cattle in order to protect their other cattle and their herd from 
TB risk. 

Animal Health Law, 
pre/post movement 
testing 

DAFM gave a presentation on the new AHL pre/post movement 
testing requirements. ICOS proposed the herd test date should be 
displayed on mart boards. FOs want AHL testing to be risk based, 
focused on certain categories of higher TB risk animals rather than 
herds. FOs want pre-movement test only. ICOS oppose this strongly 
and want both pre and post options in place. FOs insist that farmers 
ought not to pay for any pre/post movement test.  

Wildlife IFA gave a summary of their submission on wildlife. FOs are seeking 
an increase in staff resources allocated to wildlife. 

Closing of meeting The Chair noted the time and called an end to the meeting.  
Date of next meeting Next IWG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 10  Aug 2021 @ 11 AM 
 

Action Points 

 

1 The Financial Working Group is to be asked to cost various FOs proposals on incentives to remove 
inconclusive animals early. 

2 A breakdown of reactors by breed type and age and in the context of the overall population of 
animals is to be provided to the IWG. 

3 A revised document on movement into restricted herds is to be re-circulated and the policy is to be 
implemented. 

4 DAFM is to inform the Minister on the FOs position re pre and post movement testing under the new 
AHL.  

5 All FOs are to assist in disseminating TB bio-security advice to their members. 

6 The single point of contact/customer relationship management software issue is to be added to the 
agenda for the September meeting. 

7 A request from FOs to reconvene the Irish Deer Management Forum is to be conveyed to the 
Minister, following on from the same request being conveyed to him after a previous IWG meeting. 

 


