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PVDO is the body authorised under Statutory Instrument (SI) No.273/2007 to administer the 
collection of royalties on farm saved seed (FSS), sometimes called home saved seed, in 
Ireland.  
 
The Irish Seed Trade Association represents the multipliers of certified cereal seed in Ireland 
and those involved in the seed certification scheme. Our members have customers and 
suppliers across the industry, from merchants to co-op and farmers. Tillage Farmers grow 
certified seed on contract for members of the ISTA. We also interface with industry end-
users such as animal feed compounders, drinks industry (brewing/distilling), bakeries, oat 
millers together with various research institutes aligned with the Irish agri-food sector. 
 
We are working to maintain and increase the area under arable crops in Ireland, to promote 
the use of certified seed and to further the efficiency of farming through the development 
and promotion of higher yielding varieties with enhanced disease resistance and grain 
quality attributes which will ultimately support a more sustainable future for Irish tillage 
farming and food production.   
 
We outline below our thoughts on some aspects of the consultation document, in the order 
in which they appear in the public consultation document.  
 
We welcome the proposed measures that will increase the viability of our primary 
producers and the industry as a whole. 
 
 
3.1 
 
Goal 3. Food that is Safe, Nutritious and Appealing, Trusted and Valued at Home and 
Abroad  
 
Traceability in the food chain is key to safe and nutritious food and feed. We propose the 
condition that only certified seed is used in the production of crops for sale directly to 
processing for production of food and drink for human consumption.  
We also propose the use only of certified seed or seed which has been processed by a PVDO 
(Plant Variety Development Office) registered processor for crops used for sale outside the 
farm gate. 
 
To enhance the trust in Irish produce, we propose as part of the new CAP, that placing a 
value on traceable native feed and food sources in our Bord Bia schemes will be key to 
changing production processes.  
 
Biosecurity –a commitment to the control of invasive weeds and measures to ensure the 
nation is protected from importing these weeds, taking account of all possible points of 
entry including uncertified or tolerant seed, machinery, straw etc. The importance of this 
measure is ever increasing as some weeds become herbicide resistant and the target to 
reduce pesticide use.  
 



Where any condition or eco scheme would involve the planting of any or a mix of species 
field margins, riparian zones that the seed used must be free of invasive weeds and that the 
records of purchase of such seed available for inspection.  
 
That any condition or eco scheme involving the planting of field margins, buffer strips etc 
consider ground being used for the production of certified seed to protect the crops from 
weeds.  
 
 
Goal 4. An Innovative, Competitive and Resilient Sector, driven by Technology and Talent  
 
 
The new Knowledge Transfer Scheme and Continuous Professional Development for 
Advisors Scheme will assist in ensuring that the agricultural sector is driven by innovation 
and knowledge. (Also Pillar II Intervention (11)) 
 
Regarding the CPD for Advisors,  there needs to be an awareness that the FAS (Farm 
Advisory Service) registered advisors are not the only advisors at farm level and are 
increasingly not in direct advisory roles with farmers. Private enterprises involved in the 
purchase or sale of farm products or the sale of inputs have increasing involvement in 
technical advice on farms. The roll out of this training could consider it being accessible to all 
those in advisory / agronomy roles.  
It must be acknowledged that tillage advisors and technical staff / agronomists in private 
companies are highly trained and already participate annually in CPD to keep their Pesticide 
advisor registration. Their PA registration is submitted to DAFM. Pesticide distributors also 
complete annual CPD and are registered with DAFM.  
 
 
Innovation in Plant Breeding 
Plant breeding research will be critical to the realisation of the F2F strategy.  
Innovative breeding is needed now more than ever to help reduce pesticide and fertiliser 
inputs going forward and drive arable crop production towards a more sustainable and 
environmentally friendly future. 
 
The EU has long recognised the value of innovation in plant breeding, and crucially the need 
for innovation to be funded through a system of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR). Each 
variety developed and commercialised by plant breeders is protected IPR) and an 
appropriate IPR fee (aka ‘royalty’) is collected on each tonne or hectare of seed sold. The 
collection of royalties on Farm or Home Saved Seed is written in legislation, and in Ireland, 
these fees are collected by the PVDO.  
 
As part of the new basic payment scheme, the collection of data on crop varieties grown (in 
addition to species) for each land parcel applied should be considered.   
 
In Ireland, SI 273/2007 underpins the protection of Plant breeders IPR. It requires 
processors of Farm Saved Seed (FSS) and Farmers growing FSS to make six monthly returns 
on its use.  



 
While the SI provides for enforcement of the requirements for farmers to make returns, the 
reality is that since inception and continuing up to the present, the returns from compliant 
farmers only account for a percentage of the Farm Saved Seed sown annually. Non 
compliance will undermine the efforts of the EU to transition farming as outlined in the F2F 
Strategy.  
 
We need a system that encourages farmers to declare their Farm Saved Seed sowing, and 
pay the fees legitimately due to Plant breeders, if we are to protect the tillage sector in 
Ireland and maintain the availability of suitable varieties for farmers into the future. 
One possible solution to the challenge would be to include compliance with SI 273/2007 as 
an element of cross compliance for single farm payment under the revised Common 
Agricultural Policy. We propose the implementation of such a system as a priority.  
 
 
Gene editing – reducing pesticide 
New Genomic Techniques include different techniques that can be used to develop very 
different products. As already assessed by EFSA, some products resulting from some of 
these techniques result in conventional-like products with the same risk level. Therefore, 
adaptation of the risk assessment to different products resulting from different techniques 
and proportionate regulatory oversight would ensure consumer protection while at the 
same time reap the benefits that such techniques and products could bring to achieve the 
goals of the Farm to Fork and the 2030 Biodiversity strategy. Ireland must work to ensuring 
plant varieties as a result of gene editing are accepted for use.  
 
 
Maintain DAFM as the body responsible for certification of seed in Ireland. 
Ireland has a fit for purpose variety evaluation and seed certification division within DAFM – 
this must be maintained to underpin all crops grown in Ireland. 
Appropriate resources must be allocated to DAFM Variety Evaluation and Seed Certification 
division to maintain and allow for future developments in the areas of variety development 
and seed certification. 
 
 
General Conditions 
 
Regarding GAEC 1  
While we acknowledge the need to conserve carbon stock, this must be balanced with goals 
in other policy and the ‘maintenance of permanent grassland’ should not be an obstacle to 
converting land parcels to tillage. The need to increase the production of native cereal and 
protein sources must be considered.  
 
GAEC 8 should consider rotation as a means to address the future requirements to reduce 
chemical fertiliser and pesticides and protect the industry from invasive weeds, while 
assuring ground is available for the production of native seed.  
Crop rotation rules should be based on a farming unit basis (or even a regional basis) and 
not based on a LPIS plot basis.  This is to ensure seed growers can use suitable land parcels 



for the multiplication of a variety more than 1 year in a row.  This is an essential part of the 
seed business and becomes more important with less grassland being converted into tillage 
each year and less mixed farming. 
 
To note on GAEC 9 regarding the specific amount of non-productive habitat. 
The mix of the agricultural landscape and demands for land make a mandated percentage a 
difficult element to implement. In particular, where land demand is quite high or where 
farms are establishing it may not be appropriate to dedicate a set amount. The benefits of 
certain habitats such as hedgerows and buffer zones are worthy and could be more 
appropriate – the target should be quality as opposed to quantity habitat.  
 
 

 

Pillar I Intervention (8) 

Protein Aid 
 
We welcome the proposed Coupled Income Support for Protein Aid to support the 
increasing area under protein crops.  
 
These crops are valuable in a cereal rotation, but we wish to maintain the current area 
under cereals in Ireland for the production of feed, food and drink. Access and availability to 
land should not be constrained by any proposed scheme or general condition.  
 

We request that crops receiving direct income supports be established using certified seed 
or where FSS seed is used, a declaration ‘tick-box’ system is used to allow statutory checks 
and balances to be completed. 

Direct coupled income supports such as the Protein Scheme are excellent use of taxpayer’s 
funds as they support tillage incomes whilst providing public goods such as food sources for 
pollinators and reduce gaseous emissions (by reducing nitrogenous fertiliser requirements). 

Such direct coupled payments offer an income like bonus crops such as malting barley, 
HEAR oilseed rape, seed crops and gluten free oats but the ‘bonus’ is paid by the taxpayer 
not the end user of bonus crops.  

 

 

Pillar II Intervention (10) 

On-farm Capital Investment Scheme  

The On Farm Capital Investment Scheme will contribute to investment on tillage farms. The 
scope of the scheme should extend to harvesting and transport (trailers & loading buckets) 
equipment for the protection of the crop and the safety of its producers. The higher grant 



rate for young farmers is a worthwhile addition to encourage generational renewal in the 
sector and a contributing factor to keeping knowledge and experience in the industry.  

 

 
Key Questions –  

Should internal convergence stop at 85% of the national average payment entitlement value 
in 2026, or should it go to a higher percentage? 

Ireland should stop convergence at 85% -  We must reward productive farming and provide 
an incentive to maintain / increase the arable area in the country.  

 


