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  CAP Post-2020 Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes 
23 September 2021 @ 11am by Webex 

 
In attendance DAFM: Paul Savage (Chair), Assistant Secretary; Sharon Murphy, Ted Massey, Maria 
Rigney, all EU Division; Corina Roe, Niamh Hamilton Jones, Ultan Waldron, Cormac McGann, Brian 
A. Kennedy, Shashank Malik, all CAP Rural Development Division; Jack Nolan, Bernard Harris, 
Dympna Kehoe, all Nitrates, Biodiversity & Engineering Division; John Muldowney, Dympna Furlong, 
Ag Environment & Structures Division; David Buckley, Brian Batt, Mary Carey, all Direct Payments 
Division. 
 
See Annex 1 for list of other organisations and names of their representatives in attendance. 
 
Apologies: Prof. Michael Wallace, U.C.D., Denis Griffin, IFA. 
 
The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming Committee Members before giving an overview of 
today’s meeting.  He gave a brief update on the CAP reform negotiations and an update on the CAP 
Strategic Plan including the proposed public consultation process.  He took the opportunity to thank 
Committee Members for the responses during the recent public consultation process. 
 
Item (1) Minutes from the meeting on 30 July and any matters arising 
The minutes were agreed. The Chair said any comments were welcome through the email address: 
CAPConsultativeCommittee@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
Item (2) Update of developments at EU level on CAP Reform 
Sharon Murphy, EU Division gave an update on developments. The next step is a plenary vote by the 
European Parliament on the overall package (anticipated November).  Preparation of informal draft texts 
relating to the proposed Delegated and Implementing Acts has commenced. These can be formally 
presented until the basic regulation has been published, however the Commission is aiming to have these 
informal texts relatively “stable” by late October. 
 
Item (3) Update on the CAP Strategic Plan Development and next steps 
The Chair discussed the updated document relating to the public consultation on the proposed draft 
interventions for the 2023 – 2027 CAP Strategic Plan.  
 

Follow-up to the public consultation  
Cormac McGann, CAP Rural Development Division, gave an update on the recent public 
consultation process.  The 5-week consultation closed on 03 September. There were a significant 
number of formal submissions from farming organisations, NGOs and wider stakeholders including 
the public. He gave an overview of the EU Survey findings, including on the main themes that have 
emerged from the submissions.  He also provided an update on the CSP Roadmap to reflect the 
public consultation and the timelines. 
 
The Chair thanked Cormac for his presentation. He discussed the roadmap and the tight timescales, 
and noted that there are a number of different strands of activity ongoing, in what remains a very 
fluid situation.  
 
Update on the proposed interventions 
The Chair discussed the updated public consultation document that was circulated. He invited 
David Buckley, Direct Payments Division to give an update on the proposed Eco Schemes.  David 
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gave an update which included the scheme design and the list of the potential five agricultural 
practices. He discussed the current thinking and is happy to receive comments and views from the 
Committee. 
 
The Chair discussed the other changes in the document which included the incorporation of 
Generational Renewal and Gender Balance as themes under European Innovation Partnerships. 
   
Committee Members raised several issues, including the proposed eco-scheme actions, GAEC 9 
non-productive areas, re-wetting, GAEC 4 and buffer strips, concern for the overall level of 
ambition, potential for loss of unspent funds, AECM and the likely uptake of the planting of native 
trees.   
 
Consideration regarding designated areas and potential additions to be added to the list of 
agricultural practices under the eco-scheme were also discussed.  The Chair thanked Committee 
Members for their feedback.  He said DAFM is keen to have coherence in relation to conditionality, 
eco schemes and AECM. 

Next Steps: 
The Chair said he wanted to engage with Committee Members over the next few weeks to discuss 
the interventions further.  Work on the financial allocations is still ongoing.  It is proposed to 
consult with Committee Members on a weekly basis.  Bilateral discussions will take place over the 
next few days, and next week.   
 
It is proposed to hold a Green Architecture Workshop next week.  Further details to follow.  It is 
also proposed to hold two further meetings on 14 and 21 October in the context of finalising the 
proposed interventions, before moving to the public consultation of the environmental report.  
 
Significant ongoing consultation activity is planned. 

 
Item (4) AOB:  No other issues were raised. 
 
Ends. 
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Annex 1.  List of non-DAFM organisations and names of their representatives in attendance 

Representative Organisation 
Bleasdale, Andy Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (NPWS) 
Barnes, Rob Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
Byrne, Colin Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage  
Buckley, Tadhg Irish Farmer’s Association (IFA) 
Carter, Clive  Irish Grain Growers Association 
Claffey, James Irish Rural Network 
Curran, Daniel Department of Rural and Community Development 
Deakin, Jenny  Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
Duggan, Oonagh Environmental Pillar/Bird Watch Ireland 

Farrell, Eamonn ICOS - Irish Co-operative Organisation Society  

Fitzsimons, Paula ACORNS 
Howard, Kelli Department of Environment, Climate and Communications 
Keane, John  Macra Na Feirme 
Meredith, Stephen Irish Organic Association 
Mulvihill, Conor Dairy Industry Ireland 
McCabe, Niall Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
O'Donnell, Colm Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association  
O'Driscoll, Owen  Agricultural Consultants Association 
Punch, Eddie Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association (ICSA) 
Smyth, Paul  Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association (ICMSA) 
Stanley Smith, Charles  Environmental Pillar 

 


