
1. Consideration should be given to allowing children under 16 give consent for admission to a 
paediatric psychiatric hospital if they have capacity (along the lines of ‘Gillick Competence’ in 
Britain.) This would have to be squared off with the Non-Fatal Offences against the person 
Act 1997.) However they could not refuse treatment.  
 

2. Consideration should be given to designating general paediatric hospitals as approved 
centres as at present the vast majority of inpatient admissions for children with psychiatric 
illness occurs in the paediatric hospitals. There are no emergency inpatient child and 
adolescent psychiatric services in the country (‘camhs’ inpatient hospitals do not accept 
patient directly.) Therefore patients in general hospitals have no legal protection and neither 
do staff.  
 

3. Otherwise camhs’ inpatient hospitals should be mandated under the act to assess and treat 
patients as the first port of call. 
 

4. Consideration should be given to changing the ‘in camera’ rule as there is no independent 
assessment or governance of the court system under section 25 of the mental health act. 
 

5. Given the concern about the employment of medical doctors as ‘consultants’ in the H.S.E. 
and elsewhere who are not on the specialist register of the medical council for the medical 
specialty in which the doctor is working, (which by definition means that the doctor has not 
completed any higher specialist medical training to treat patients with particular medical 
illnesses - for example in my medical specialty there are doctors working as consultant child 
and and adolescent psychiatrists in this state who have never trained or worked with 
children who have medical psychiatric illnesses, but nonetheless assess and treat paediatric 
patients all the time,) I suggest that there be a definition of a medical consultant put into the 
act: 
 
(i) stipulating that the consultant be on the specialist register of the medical council for the 
relevant medical  specialty. 
 
(ii) It should be stipulated that paediatric patients (children) are assessed and treated by 
consultant medical child and adolescent psychiatrists. Children are not merely 'small adults’ 
by definition and their medical psychiatric needs are very different. They have the right to be 
treated for their illness by a specialist in the area of medicine appropriate to their clinical 
presentation. (In the same way children are treated by consultant paediatricians, not 
consultant adult physicians.) 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr. ,  
Medical consultant Paediatric Psychiatrist.  
 

 

 

 




