
 

 

Irish corporation tax policy has long been written and implemented for the benefit of foreign 

multi-nationals. Internationally, we have long been regarded as the multi-nationals 

“laundromat”, used to wash profits, generated throughout the world by these companies and 

funnelled through our “low-tax” laundry. To enhance our politicians standing with these 

companies, we have allowed additional (unpublished) exceptions, derogations and tax rhuses 

that permit them to minimise their due tax, in many cases, to zero. Our recent tax structure 

around REITs sees enormous landlords pay no tax, while competing unfairly with small, 

domestic landlords who pay 50%. Our tax policy has effectively been written by multi-

nationals for multi-nationals and it has been nauseating to see our politicians and civil 

servants, act as their servants - not the Irish people’s.  

  

Our aggressive, combative approach to the Apple fine, displays a political & public service 

elite’s desire to do anything to keep on the right side of these avaricious companies, 

regardless. At a time when Ireland was drowning in debt, our government fought tooth and 

nail against Europe, who were trying to get €13bn for our hard pressed (real) taxpayers. It 

was a blatant example of Irish sycophancy to foreign companies. In contrast, a much less 

accommodating stance has been consistently adopted by politicians and civil servants against 

domestic companies, especially SME’s who give 70% of employment and make up the vast 

majority of enterprises in this country. Who is tax policy written for? Certainly not Irish 

SME’s. 

  
The tax rate of 12.5% tax rate has long been heralded as imperative to our survival. The 

current stance by this government of fighting against a tax agreement by almost everyone else 

in the world is naive and based on the immature belief that we must protect our foreign multi-

national clients regardless of any damage we inflict on ourselves in the process. Qui Bono? 

The difference between 12.5% and 15% is minimal. To be relevant, one must be making vast 

profits. Multi-nationals do that and wash much of their off-shore profits through here for that 

reason. The jig is up but our politicians have been “polishing the shoes” of our foreign multi-

nationals for so long that they have lost perspective. The vast majority of Irish businessmen 

abhor the behaviour of our government. We are exposing ourselves internationally and 

cementing our reputation as a tax-haven-laundromat for the rich and famous. 

  

We would rather be able to dine at the top table in Davos, than agree an internationally fair 

and relevant tax agreement. The Irish government is not “acting the blackguard” regarding 

this international initiative in the interests of Irish people (and Irish voters). It is doing so 

exclusively for the benefit of huge, eye-wateringly profitable foreign companies who will 

drop us like a stone as soon as it suits them. Indigenous Irish business people are used to 

being discriminated against by successive governments while we look on as multi-nationals 

wash vast profits through this country, with our government acting like lackies to facilitate 

that. 

  

The current stance of Minister Pascal Donohoe is an utter disgrace. He has proved that he is 

not up to the job and is more beholden to people with American accents than Irish ones. It 

will be remembered, not only by Irish voters but especially by 130 OECD countries, who are 

looking on at us as we play Pascal’s version of the wild west. His “out of my cold dead hand” 

position is not being done for the benefit of Irish people. In fact, it is being done to the 

detriment of Irish people on the international stage. But that’s alright. Once we can get the 

odd pat on the head from our multi-national rulers. Shame on you!     
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