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Area Detailed breakdown of funding 

Early Learning & Childcare o Continue the implementation of 

the universal Early Childhood 

Care and Education pre-school 

programme, including the 

Access and Inclusion Model. 

o Continue the implementation of 

the National Childcare Scheme 

(NCS), extend the NCS universal 

subsidy to all children under 15 

benefitting up to 40,000 

children and remove the 

practice of deducting hours 

spent in pre-school or school 

from the entitlement to NCS 

subsidised hours, benefitting an 

estimated 5,000 children from 

low income families.  

o Introduce a new funding stream 

to support the quality of early 

learning and childcare services 

by enabling providers to attract 

and retain staff, including 

degree-qualified staff; establish 

career structures; introduce or 

improve other features of 

provision that are 

demonstrated to contribute to 

quality (e.g. non-contact time, 

planning, training, curriculum 

implementation etc.).  The 

additional investment will 

support the Programme for 

Government commitment to 

support the drawing up of an 

Employment Regulation Order 

to determine minimum rates of 

pay for workers as well as 

conditions of employment..  



o Provide funding to support early 

learning and childcare services 

in the transitional phase to the 

introduction of this new funding 

stream.  

o Extend regulatory and quality 

supports for the 

implementation of the National 

Action Plan for Childminding, a 

new workforce development 

plan and further strengthen the 

registration and inspection 

system of services. 

 

Tusla, the Child & Family Agency o Address increasing demand for 

Tusla services and the 

complexity of cases. 

o Begin to increase statutory 

residential care provision as 

recommended by the IGEES 

Spending review in 2020, 

reducing reliance on private 

residential care providers. 

o Improve ICT systems and Data 

Management processes, 

addressing issues arising in the 

aftermath of the HSE 

ransomware attack in May 

2021. 

o Fund additional posts and meet 

expected demand arising from 

forthcoming Adoption 

(Information and Tracing) 

legislation, to be enacted in 

2022. 

o Maintain supports for DSGBV 

services and address 

recommendations arising from 

Tusla’s Accommodation Review 

of refuge provision. 



o Support the community and 

voluntary sector funded by 

Tusla to deliver important 

services on its behalf. 

o Further grow and develop as an 

agency, implementing its 

Corporate Plan (2021-2023). 

o Continue its existing capital 

programmes, further develop 

its ICT infrastructure and 

initiate priority projects 

included in its Estates Strategy. 

 

Direct Provision o Continue to provide 

accommodation for those 

seeking international 

protection and to cover the 

projected increase of costs 

related to an additional 3,500 

applicants. This estimate is 

based on the likelihood that 

there will be pent-up demand 

for international protection 

accommodation in 2022, as 

travel routes that were closed 

off from March 2020 to 

September 2021 reopen. 

o Continued support to ensure 

accommodation provided to 

asylum seekers is compliant 

with the standards agreed with 

key stakeholders. 

o Continued implementation of 
the plan to end the Direct 
Provision system in line with 
the commitment in the 
Programme for Government. 

 

 


