
From: 
Sent: Wednesday 30 June 2021 13:41 
To:  
Cc:  

 
Subject: FS007048_Energia Wexford Marine Advisor's Environmental Report 
 
Hi  
I reviewed the application and all the environmental documents associated with the 
Foreshore Application FS007048 by  for a site investigation for the South Irish Sea 
Offshore Windfarm. Please find attached the EIA Pre-screening Determination, the Screening 
for AA Determination and Appropriate Assessment Determination and Conclusion Statement 
which are part of the Department’s Statutory Obligations.  
My comments are as follows: 

 
Independent Environmental Consultant (IEC): The Department has engaged ARUP as IEC to 
provide assistance with regard to the statutory environmental assessments of this Foreshore 
Licence application. The IEC has conducted independent assessments of the information 
provided by the Applicant, having regard to the Habitats and Birds Directives, the Birds and 
Natural Habitats Regulations and the public and prescribed bodies’ consultations.  
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations: The proposed project does not fall 
within the classes defined under Annex I or Annex II of the EIA Directive. However the Consent 
Authority (DHLGH) must complete an EIA Pre-Screening Declaration as part of their obligations 
under the EIA Directive, this declaration document is attached. 
 
Article 6(3) of Directive (92/43/EEC) (as amended) (Habitats Directive): After a review of the 
proposed project screening was conducted by the IEC. Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
concluded that the likely significant effects as a result of underwater noise could not be 
discounted for Annex IV species and for the Annex II species of a number of SACs which lie 
within the Zone of Influence of 100km for mobile species. Therefore a stage 2 Appropriate 
Assessment was required. 
Having considered the application by  and the IEC’s Screening for Appropriate 
Assessment Report, I agree with and accept the IEC’s Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
and its conclusions. Attached is my recommending officer’s Screening for Appropriate 
Assessment Determination which requires the Decision Maker’s signature. 
The IEC carried out a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment in which mitigation against the impacts 
of underwater noise on Annex IV and Annex II species was identified as adherence to the NPWS 
guidelines for underwater noise (2014). In-combination effects were fully considered, 
including a similar application off the Waterford coast.  
Appropriate Assessment Conclusion - The IEC concludes that the proposed development, 
individually or in-combination with other plans or projects, will not adversely affect the 
integrity of European sites, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives.  
Having considered the application by , the submissions from the public and 
prescribed bodies’ consultations and the IEC’s Screening for Appropriate Assessment and 
Appropriate Assessment Report, I agree with and accept the IEC’s Appropriate Assessment 



and its Conclusion Statement. Please find attached the Appropriate Assessment 
Determination and Conclusion Statement which requires the Decision Maker’s signature. 
Following a review of the proposed project, the IEC concludes that the proposed project will 
not will not adversely affect Annex IV species.  
Having considered the application by , the submissions from the public and 
prescribed bodies’ consultations and the IEC’s Assessment, I agree with and accept the IEC’s 
Assessment of impact on Annex IV species. 
 
Clarifications requested/received. 
Clarification was requested on an updated survey schedule and the inclusion of five European 
sites outside of the normal Zone of Influence. These requests were considered necessary for 
completeness of the assessment process and did not affect the outcome of the assessment. 
They were therefore considered not significant. 
 
Conclusion/recommendations: 
Having considered the information submitted in support of the application, I have no objection 
to the granting of a Section 3 Licence subject to the following conditions: 

1. The licensee shall ensure that appropriate methods of operation are adopted in order 
to ensure that no spillages of fuel, hydrocarbons, cement or other hazardous substance 
occur to the foreshore or surface waters during the site investigation. In the unlikely 
event of a spill occurring all relevant statutory bodies, including BIM, shall be notified 
as soon as possible. 

2. The Licensee shall adhere to NPWS 2014 “Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine 
Mammals from Man-made Sound Sources in Irish Waters” including the employment 
of a qualified Marine Mammal Observer as appropriate. 

 
Regards, 

 

 
Marine Advisor 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
M:  
 


