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1. Introduction 

Seven responses were received from the prescribed bodies; Waterford County Council, 
the Marine Survey Office, the Marine Institute, the Dept. Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Inland Fisheries Ireland, the Department Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and 
the Dept. Housing, Planning & Local Government. 

The Applicant’s responses to each submission can be seen below. 

2. Responses to Submissions Received 

Submission 1 – Email from Waterford County Council to DHPLG received 8th July 2019 

The Applicant welcomes the fact that Waterford County Council have no concerns 
regarding the proposed investigative process. The Applicant notes each of the topics 
identified by Waterford Council requiring consideration at the next stage of the process 
and can confirm that all topics will be assessed in the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIAR) that will be prepared for the offshore wind farm application. The Applicant 
further commits to keeping the Planning Authority of Waterford County Council 
informed of the investigation results and of providing regular updates on project 
progress. 

Submission 2 – Email from Marine Survey Office to DHPLG received 9th July 2019 

The Applicant’s personnel and appointed navigation consultant Anatec met with Capt. 
Declan Black of the MSO on October 7th 2019. The findings of a navigational scoping 
exercise for the site, which was carried out by Anatec, was presented to the MSO. This 
scoping exercise included shipping traffic analysis, vessel usage of the site, main 
commercial routes, potential impacts of a wind farm and potential mitigation measures. 
The data collated during the scoping exercise will be used by Anatec to produce a 
detailed navigational risk assessment for the proposed wind farm. The requirement for 
a detailed navigational risk assessment prior to the commencement of the site 
investigation works as requested in MSO’s email to Foreshore Unit on 9th July 2019 was 
discussed and it was agreed that this would not be required by the MSO for the site 
investigation works. 

The Applicant commits to carry out the following as requested by the MSO in an email 
to the Applicant’s representative dated 9th April 2019:  

• Undertake a full consultation process with all local harbour authorities to assess 
the possibility of any adverse impact on navigational safety and to determine 
mitigating options where possible. Copies of all correspondence will be 
forwarded to the Marine Survey Office for final consideration. 

• To arrange, with MSO Dublin office, the production of a Marine Notice providing 
information on the proposed works along with commencement and completion 
dates. 

• To co-operate fully with the Irish Coast Guard with respect to Navigational Safety 
Radio broadcasts and with the Commissioners of Irish Lights regarding IALA 
compliance. 
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Submission 3 – Submission from Marine Institute dated 18th July 2019 

The Applicant welcomes the Marine Institute’s (“MI”) findings that given the nature, 
scale and location of the proposed Site Investigation (“SI”) works, the MI is satisfied that 
the works as proposed will not have a significant impact on the marine environment in 
the survey area and will not have a significant impact on other legitimate uses / users of 
the area and as a result have no objection to the licence being granted. The MI note that 
some interaction with fishing activity may occur but that this interaction will be limited 
and overall will not be significant. Nevertheless, the MI recommend that the 
appointment of a Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) should be a specific condition of any 
licence that may be granted. The Applicant confirms that a FLO will be appointed prior 
to the commencement of the SI works. 

 

Submission 4 – Submission from Department Agriculture, Food and the Marine dated 7th 

August 2019 

The Applicant notes the concerns of the Department in relation to oyster aquaculture 
operations in Dungarvan Harbour and the oyster and mussel operations in Waterford 
Estuary. In advance of intrusive survey works, the Applicant is committed to discussing 
the possibility of sediment contamination in the area with DAFM and to investigate this 
issue prior to carrying out any relevant survey works. This will involve initial 
communication with the Marine Chemistry section of the Marine Institute to obtain any 
existing data for the area and seek their advice to determine if further investigation is 
required.  If pre-existing heavy metal contamination is present in the sediments, the 
Applicant will take necessary measures to prevent dispersal towards the aquaculture 
operations.  

The Applicant will ensure that all parties involved in the survey works will comply with 
the relevant maritime and environmental legislation as well as best practise principles 
for works of this nature. A full risk assessment regarding accidental events will be 
undertaken by the contractor as part of the survey design. Procedural controls, stemming 
from industry-standard guidelines and best practice procedures will limit the possibility 
of accidental events. In the unlikely event of a spill occurring, BIM, as well as all other 
relevant statutory bodies, will be notified as soon as possible.  

A pre-survey navigation assessment will be carried out and a Fisheries Liaison Officer 
(FLO) will be appointed, the purpose of both is to minimise any impact on local fishing 
boats and subsequent business operations. 

 

Submission 5 – Submission from Inland Fisheries Ireland dated 10th August 2019 

The Applicant confirms that the existing INFOMAR data gathered by GSI and the MI for 
the site has been accessed and reviewed and that where possible this data will be used 
in place of some of the proposed survey work. 

The Applicant further notes that boreholes will not be drilled at each of the positions 
shown in Figure 3.2 of Appendix 3 and expects that maximum of the positions will be 
realised. 
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The Applicant also notes that the mitigation measure of ‘soft-start’, as proposed by IFI, is 
also contained within the relevant NPWS guidance for marine mammals. The Applicant 
confirms these guidelines will be complied with.  

The Applicant confirms that the duration of the noise-generating surveys will be reduced 
to the minimum necessary to collect results of sufficient quality and we will reduce the 
number of sound-requiring test types to be employed to only those that are absolutely 
necessary. 

The Applicant is aware of a separate foreshore license application that was submitted by 
SSE on 19th March 2019 to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(FS0006983).  The application, known as the Celtic Sea Array is distinct from the 
Applicant’s proposed survey area being located c.15km south of the Applicant’s survey 
area boundary. With the exception two potential cable corridors, which are minimal in 
terms of the overall area, the two applications do not overlap.  Should the survey areas 
change, the Applicant commits to engaging in relation to any potential overlap.  

With regards to the timings of the works, the impacts arising during sensitive periods will 
be avoided or minimised where possible. 

IFI’s reference to Section 4.5 of the report refers to the above mentioned SSE application 
(FS0006983) and not the Applicants (FS0006982) application and therefore we are not in 
a position to comment on their findings. 

 

Submission 6 – Submission from Department Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht dated 

13th August 2019 

The Applicant commits to undertaking an Underwater Archaeological Impact Assessment 
(UAIA) in advance of the intrusive geotechnical surveys (grab sampling, bore hole 
operations). The UAIA will be carried out as per the Department’s recommendations. 

The Applicant welcomes the fact that the Department concurs with the conclusions of 
the Natura Impact Statement and Marine Mammal Risk Assessment that there will be no 
likely significant impacts in relation to marine Annex I habitats or marine mammals. 

 

Submission 7 – Submission from Water Management Unit of Department Housing, 

Planning & Local Government dated 14th October 2019 

The Applicant welcomes the Department’s opinion that if the works are conducted in 
accordance with the AA Screening report, the works as proposed will have no significant 
effect on the environment, navigation, fishing or the public use of the foreshore. 

The Applicant notes the recommendations outlined in the Department’s response and 
will liaise in advance of works commencing as requested.  


