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Introduction 

The purpose of this Appropriate Assessment (AA) Determination Statement is to provide a 
statement for the public and relevant bodies to ascertain that an AA has been conducted in 
accordance with relevant regulations.  The purpose is to allow interested parties to assess the 
competent authority determination. 

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) is implemented in Ireland by S.I. No. 
477/2011: European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011, S.I. No. 
355/2015: European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) (Amendment) Regulations 
2015 and Planning and Development Acts 2000-2015, as amended. The requirement for AA is 
set out in Article 6 of the Habitats Directive. 

In summary, Article 6(3) of the Directive requires an Appropriate Assessment to be undertaken 
when there is an element of doubt about whether the integrity of a protected site might be 
affected by the proposed project. The focus of the assessment is the implications that the 
proposed project/development may have in the context of the rationale behind why an area was 
designated for protection. Article 6(3) continues that statutory approval can only be granted 
provided the assessment has indicated that there will be no adverse effects on the integrity of 
the site. In cases where the integrity of a site is or may be affected then the requirements of 
Article 6(4) apply.  

The Plan or Project (Scheme) 

The proposed demolition and removal of an existing box culvert bridge structure and 
construction of a new box culvert bridge meets the criteria of a 'Project' as defined in the 
Habitats Directive and is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any 
Natura 2000 site. Therefore, the project is subject to the requirements of the Appropriate 
Assessment process.  

The OPW is statutorily obligated to maintain arterial drainage channels under the 1945 and 
1995 Arterial Drainage Acts, and since their completion, maintenance of these Arterial Drainage 
Schemes has been ongoing. Significant works not included in the standard maintenance are 
subject to separate assessment, as is the case with this proposed bridge replacement. 

The OPW has commissioned JBA Consulting to prepare a Screening for Appropriate 
Assessment and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) to inform the OPW, as competent authority, 
in their Appropriate Assessment of the Moy Bridge Replacement UB5_C34 on the Moy Arterial 
Drainage Scheme. 

A detailed description of the Scheme is included in the NIS (DJF-JBAI-XX-XX-RP-BD-0033-
S3-P02-Bridge_Moy_C1.42_UB0_NIS). The Scheme entails the demolition, removal and 
replacement of an existing concrete box culvert, channel diversion or damming, over pumping 
and implementation of best practice construction methods so that construction operations are 
completed, in a semi dry environment to mitigate potential environmental impacts. These works 
will be, carried out using suitable machinery and as per the Construction Method Statement 
appended to the NIS Report.   

Potential Impacts 

The Screening for Appropriate Assessment identified the aspects of the Scheme which can 
alone, or in combination with other plans or projects, affect European Sites in the light of their 
conservation objectives. 

Table 1. Aspects of the plan/project with potential impacts on European Sites 



 

Aspect of plan/project with potential impacts European Sites with potential 
impacts 

Bridge Works 

-Release of suspended solids 

-Release or changes in nutrient levels/ pollutants 

-Changes in (ground) water levels/channel 
morphology 

-Physical disturbance of habitats 

-Noise and visual disturbance 

-Spread of non-native invasive species 

• River Moy SAC – Site Code (002298) 
 

 

 

 

 

AA Screening 

The screening was conducted using Ryan Hanley’s methodology based on the Source-
Pathway-Receptor model (Ryan Hanley 2014). This method provided a detailed assessment of 
the Arterial Drainage Schemes based on extensive experience of the implementation of such 
schemes. 

The source > pathway > receptor chain principle involves assessing likely significant effects on 
European Sites within the zone of influence of the proposed drainage maintenance in relation 
to three pathways: 

• Surface water 

• Groundwater  

• Land & air 

Impact Assessment 

The screening assessment, conducted by JBA ecologists identified that there are likely 
significant effects requiring further assessment. The data from the ecological survey on habitat 
and species distribution was then analysed and evaluated for relevance against the 
conservation objectives of the qualifying interests of the relevant European Sites using the 
attributes, their measures, targets and site vulnerabilities.  

Potential sources of impact from the proposed works and their pathways were assessed against 
attributes and targets of the Qualifying Interests for each European site. The detail of the 
assessment ensures that no reasonable scientific doubt on any potential impact remains.  

Cumulative and in-combination impacts 

Property developments and other plans and projects in the area were assessed to have 
potential for significant adverse impacts in-combination with the proposed Arterial drainage 
Scheme works. Additional mitigation is described in the NIS. 

Avoidance and reduction of impacts 

Precautionary measures of avoiding works on particular habitats and during designated times 
of the year ensures that sensitive habitats and species are left undisturbed.  The appropriate 
season for carrying out bridge works is inherent to the project description. Specific measures 
to avoid and reduce potential impacts are documented in the mitigation section of the NIS report 
and in the OPW Environmental Procedures (EPs) which will be adhered to during the period of 
the bridge works. This ensures that there will be no significant residual impacts on the qualifying 
interests of the European Sites.  Avoidance and mitigation measures are based on the best 
current practise. Maintenance staff are trained in the implementation of the EPs and specific 
mitigation measures. 

Consultation 

The NIS was sent to the Development Application Unit for review on the 16th June 2021 for 
consideration and comment. No comments were received before the expiry of the six week, 
consultation period on the 28th July 2021 or to date. 



 

The AA Screening and NIS was peer reviewed by Environmental personnel from OPW 
Environment Section: Sinead Gavin BSc, MSc, CEcol and Sean Langan BEng CEng. No 
updates to the reports were required.  

Conclusion 

The Commissioners of the Office of Public Works, as competent authority, is satisfied that this 
proposed project on its own or in combination with other plans or projects, will not adversely 
impact on the integrity of any European Site. The OPW agrees with the conclusion in the NIS 
Report prepared by JBA Ecologists on behalf of the OPW. 

This decision is based on the complete, precise and definitive findings as presented in the Final 
NIS.   

In making this decision we are satisfied that: 

• The proposed plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of the screened-in 
European Sites and their conservation objectives   

• There will be no permanent loss or irreparable damage done to any Annex I (priority) 
habitat in or outside of European Sites 

• European Sites will be preserved at favourable conservation status. 

• There is no threat of degradation or destruction of European Sites. 

Full records of the assessment, reports, surveys, consultations and observations are held by 
the competent authority and are available for public review as requested. 

 

 

Signed  

 

 

Nathy Gilligan  

Nathy Gilligan 

Head of Environment 

 


