
EIA Reasoned Conclusion Statement 
 
Project reference: FS007050 Greenlink Subsea Electricity Interconnector 

 

The proposed project to lay subsea and underground electricity interconnector cable from the 

12nm limit to landfall in Co. Wexford and also includes works at the Campile Estuary. 

Geophysical surveys will take place prior to laying of the cable and there is contingency for 

the necessity to detonation one Unexploded Ordnance (UXO).  

 

The proposed interconnector does not constitute a “project” listed within either Annex I or 

Annex II to the EIA Directive [Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU]. 
However an EIAR was voluntarily submitted by the Applicant.  

 

An assessment of compliance of proposed Greenlink Interconnector project with the 

objectives and requirements of the EIA and associated national regulations, took into account 

the following reports and supporting information that formed part of the Greenlink 

Interconnector Foreshore License Application package: 

 EIAR and Appendices 

 EIAR Non-Technical Summary 

 Foreshore License Application Form 

 Natural Impact Statement.  

 

The assessment also took into consideration written observations made by the prescribed 

bodies to DHLGH in relation to the Foreshore License Application and the following 

documents submitted by the Applicant in response to a Request for Further Information:  

 Greenlink Response to Request for Further Information (December 2020) 

 Greenlink Information to Inform 2nd Public Consultation (March 2021).  

 

A technical review of the EIAR, together with associated documents and Response to Request 

for Further Information, provide adequate information to inform the assessment of 

environmental impact.  

 

An examination, analysis and evaluation of the information contained in the Greenlink 

Marine EIAR and supporting documents, including observations of the public and prescribed 

bodies, and documents submitted as further information was conducted. The Greenlink 

application documentation identifies and describes adequately the direct, indirect, secondary 

and cumulative effects of the proposed development on the environment.  

 

The main significant direct and indirect effects of the proposed development are, and will be 

mitigated, as follows: 

 Seabed, including abrasion and resulting effects on outcropping Annex I bedrock 

reef. These effects will be mitigated by establishing exclusion zones around Annex I 

bedrock reef features within Hook Head SAC. No intrusive works will be undertaken 

on Baginbun Beach between mean high-water springs and the low water mark.  

 Within Hook Head SAC, the installation of external cable protection over the HDD 

exit location would lead to physical change of the Annex I habitat large shallow inlets 

and bays. As a result, the project has been redesigned to ensure that no external cable 

protection will be deposited on the seabed surface at the HDD location.  

 There is potential for effects to the Dunmore East Herring Spawning Area from 

penetration and/or disturbance of the substrate below the surface of the seabed, 

including abrasion as a result of cable trenching, and physical change of the seabed 

as a result of external cable protection. These potential impacts will be mitigated by 



avoiding intrusive works within the spawning area during the peak spawning period 

(October to January).  

 There is potential for underwater noise changes as a result of geophysical survey and 

UXO detonation to result in physical injury and disturbance to marine mammals. 

Mitigation includes strict adherence to DAHG 2014 Guidance1. This includes the use 

of Passive Acoustic Monitoring system (PAM) only in conjunction with a qualified 

Marine Mammal Observer. Derogation licenses will be sought in a timely manner 

from NPWS before the use of the Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADD) and should 

UXO detonation be necessary. 

 There is potential for underwater noise changes as a result of geophysical survey and 

UXO detonation to result in physical injury and disturbance to fish. In addition to the 

above mitigation for marine mammals, UXO detonation will not be undertaken 

between the months of April and May inclusive between KP145 and KP159.29 to 

avoid the sensitive spawning period for twaite shad. Implementation of a soft-

start/ramp-up procedure, as per DAHG 2014 guidelines, will also provide mitigation 

for fish.  

 

 
 

                                                           
1 Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals from Man-made Sound Sources in Irish Waters 


