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Glossary of Acronymns 
 

AA Appropriate Assessment 

BIM Bord Iascaigh Mhara  

CARO Climate Action Regional Office 

CCAC Climate Change Advisory Council 

CI Climate Ireland 

CRU  Commission for Regulation of Utilities 

DAFM Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

DCEDIY  Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 

D/Education Department of Education 

DETE Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment 

D/Finance Department of Finance 

DFA Department of Foreign Affairs 

DFHERIS Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 

D/Health Department of Health 

DHLGH Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

DPER Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

DRCD Department of Rural and Community Development 

DSP Department of Social Protection 

DECC Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

D/Taoiseach Department of the Taoiseach 

DTCASM Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

D/Transport Department of Transport 

EGFSN Expert Group on Future Skills Needs 

EI Enterprise Ireland 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 

ESB Electricity Supply Board  

ETB Education and Training Board 

GHG Greenhouse Gas 

GW Gigawatt 

LA Local Authority 

LED Light Emitting Diode 

MRTT Midlands Regional Transition Team 

NDCA National Dialogue on Climate Action  

NDP National Development Plan  

NMPF National Marine Planning Framework 

NPF National Planning Framework 

NSAI National Standards Authority of Ireland  

NTA National Transport Authority 

NZEB Nearly Zero Energy Building 

PPN Public Participation Networks 

RESS Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 

SDG Sustainable Development Goal 

SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment 

SEAI Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland  

SEC Sustainable Energy Community 

SFI Science Foundation Ireland  
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Executive Summary  
 

Climate action in Q2 2021 

Climate change has continued unabated in the second quarter of 2021 (Q2 2021). The World 

Meteorological Organization’s annual state of the climate report, released this quarter, highlighted 

2020 was one of the three warmest years on record. The last decade, 2011-2020, is also reported as 

the warmest on record. 

Domestic climate action has continued this quarter under the Interim Climate Actions 2021, as 

detailed in this Second Progress Report. A delivery rate of 51% was achieved in Q2 2021, with 80 of 

the 158 measures delivered on schedule. Progress on delayed measures from Q1 2021 was slow this 

quarter, with 16 of the 22 actions experiencing further delays. 

Headline achievements in Q2 2021 include assessing the climate impact of spending proposals as 

part of the National Development Plan review, publishing the timetable for the second Renewable 

Energy Support Scheme Auction and engaging on the sustainable finance agenda internationally. 

Some key capacity building pieces were also achieved, including progressing the establishment of a 

National Retrofit Delivery Office, increasing staffing levels across local government to focus on 

cycling, developing new Springboard+ courses in green skills, further developing pilot and 

demonstration farms for best practice in climate mitigation and launching a number of enterprise 

supports to embed sustainability in businesses. 

Impactful delays however include some key governance and public sector lead actions, including 

regarding carbon budgets, new retrofit schemes, publication of an AgriFood Strategy, capacity 

development and public lighting retrofitting. Planning actions critical to offshore renewables 

development have also been delayed, including the enactment of the Maritime Area Planning Bill. In 

many cases, however, only slight delays are reported, with close to half of the cited delayed 

measures expected to complete before the end of Q3. 

While the system has been busy preparing the Climate Action Plan 2021, further scientific and policy 

developments this quarter underscore the need to deliver on measures that have already been 

committed and to overcome any challenges to climate action implementation. 

 

International Perspectives 

At a European scale, and despite spending over €100 billion of EU agriculture funds on climate action 

in the past seven years, the Common Agriculture Policy was reported this quarter to have failed to 

make farming more climate friendly. In a special report, the European Court of Auditors found that 

greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture have not decreased since 2010.  A lack of incentives to 

https://public.wmo.int/en/our-mandate/climate/wmo-statement-state-of-global-climate#:~:text=In%20order%20to%20unpack%20such,climate%20at%20a%20global%20scale.&text=The%20following%20site%20aims%20to,%F0%9F%8E%A5%3A%20Watch%20an%20overview%20video.
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ccb2e0-the-climate-action-plan-2019/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/cap-glance_en#:~:text=Launched%20in%201962%2C%20the%20EU's,It%20aims%20to%3A&text=maintain%20rural%20areas%20and%20landscapes,foods%20industries%20and%20associated%20sectors.
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=58913
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reduce herd size and/or support carbon sequestration through forestry, agroforestry, or restoring 

wetlands were highlighted as contributing to this context.  

In energy, a joint report released from the European Patent Office and the International Energy 

Agency concluded that global climate targets can only be reached with a major acceleration in clean-

energy innovation. Patents for energy supply technologies, including renewables, have however 

fallen since 2012 due to the market maturity of some renewable technologies, like solar photovoltaic 

, and a lack of improvements to others, such as biofuels and ocean energy.  

Opportunities nevertheless remain to reinvigorate global climate ambitions. The UK government will 

host November’s COP26 climate summit, with the COP26 President, Alok Sharma, already noting 

that there will be increased pressure on governments around the world to cease burning coal for 

power and to end international finance for coal projects.  

This quarter also saw a resurgence of American ambition on climate action. At April’s Leaders’ 

Summit on Climate, President Biden announced that the United States will target reducing emissions 

by 50-52% by 2030 compared to 2005 levels. This follows on from a return of the United States to 

the Paris Agreement under the Biden administration.   

 

Legal Advances 

There have also been significant legal advances related to the climate crisis this quarter.  The 

judiciary have instructed a number of EU States to act on the climate crisis, including:  

• France’s top administrative court ruled that the government isn’t doing enough to fight climate 

change and ordered it take “all necessary measures to curb the curve of greenhouse gas 

emissions.” 

• Germany’s supreme constitutional court ruled that the government’s climate protection 

measures are insufficient to protect future generations, after a complaint brought forward by 

environmentalist groups.  

• A court in the Netherlands ordered Royal Dutch Shell to cut its global carbon emissions by 45% 

by the end of 2030 compared to 2019 levels in a landmark case brought by Friends of the Earth.  

 

In addition, in June, the European Council adopted its position on the European climate law, setting 

into legislation the objective of a climate-neutral EU by 2050. It sets a binding Union target of a 

reduction of net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030 compared to 1990. 

 

https://www.iea.org/reports/patents-and-the-energy-transition
https://ukcop26.org/
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-cop26-end-coal-fuel-alok-sharma/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/26/president-biden-invites-40-world-leaders-to-leaders-summit-on-climate/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/26/president-biden-invites-40-world-leaders-to-leaders-summit-on-climate/
https://www.politico.eu/article/top-court-asks-france-to-take-more-measures-to-fight-climate-change/
https://www.politico.eu/article/top-court-asks-france-to-take-more-measures-to-fight-climate-change/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/29/historic-german-ruling-says-climate-goals-not-tough-enough
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/29/historic-german-ruling-says-climate-goals-not-tough-enough
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/may/26/court-orders-royal-dutch-shell-to-cut-carbon-emissions-by-45-by-2030
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/may/26/court-orders-royal-dutch-shell-to-cut-carbon-emissions-by-45-by-2030
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/06/28/council-adopts-european-climate-law/
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How Ireland is performing 

Domestically, in Q2 2021, positive developments included the Dáil passing the Climate Action and 

Low Carbon Development Bill, with 129 TDs supporting the Bill and 10 opposing it in the final stage 

vote. The Bill commits the country to a biodiversity rich, climate resilient and climate neutral 

economy by 2050 and aims to provide well paid jobs and protection from climatic changes. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) however also published its Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 

emissions projections in June for the period 2020-2040. Ireland is projected to have exceeded its 

2013-2020 EU Effort Sharing Decision target, with emissions projected to be 7% below 2005 levels in 

2020, rather than the required 20%. To meet more ambitious future targets, the EPA stresses the 

need for  significant and immediate GHG emission reductions.  

Funding will be key to meeting such increased ambition. The International Monetary Fund stated 

this quarter that Ireland will need to invest close to €20 billion annually over the next 10 years in 

climate related infrastructure and mitigation to achieve the targets of the Climate Action Bill. 

Innovation will also be key. This quarter saw a project that is aiming to help an Irish dairy farm 

achieve net-zero emissions by 2027 being awarded €2m in funding from Science Foundation Ireland. 

The Farm Zero C team, in partnership with dairy company Carbery Group, will study how planting 

different types of grasses and clovers and supporting hedgerows can boost biodiversity and soil 

health. It will also focus on the use of renewable energy and how changing what we feed livestock 

can affect how much methane they produce. 

Such advancements in climate action can also bring significant co-benefits. According to the 

International Energy Research Centre this quarter, a cost optimal retrofitting programme could 

create 32,000 new jobs and generate €600 million in economic savings every year in Ireland.  

 

Overview of Interim Climate Actions in Q2 2021 

This is the second Progress Report on the Interim Climate Actions 2021 that were published in March 

2021. The Q1 Progress Report saw a 78% delivery rate on 100 actions. Table 1 details the breakdown 

of measures due for delivery and reporting in Q2 2021. 

 

Table 1 Number of measures due by Department in Q2 2021 

Responsible 
Department 

Delayed Q1 
Measures 

Q2 2021 
Measures 

Ongoing 
Measures 

Total 

D/Transport 1 19 2 22 

DAFM 4 38 0 42 

DECC 3 56 10 69 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2021/39/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2021/39/
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/climate-change/air-emissions/irelands-greenhouse-gas-emissions-projections-2020-2040.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/climate-change/air-emissions/irelands-greenhouse-gas-emissions-projections-2020-2040.php
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/effort_en
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Issues/2021/06/15/Ireland-Selected-Issues-460785
https://www.sfi.ie/challenges/zero-emissions/
https://www.tyndall.ie/news/retrofitting-homes-could-generate-health-and-well-being-benefits-of-up-to-600-million-annually/
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DCEDIY 1 2 0 3 

D/Education 0 1 0 1 

DETE 2 12 0 14 

DFA 0 0 0 0 

DFHERIS 0 2 4 6 

DHLGH 7 11 0 18 

DPER 1 3 0 4 

DRCD 2 3 2 7 

D/Finance 0 2 1 3 

D/Taoiseach  1 9 0 10 

Total 22 158 19 199 

 

This is the second Progress Report on the Interim Climate Actions 2021. In sum, in Q2 2021: 

• 80 out of the 158 new measures due for delivery in Q2 2021 were delivered on schedule giving 

a delivery rate of 51% this quarter. 

• 16 of the 22 measures (73%) which had been delayed in Q1 2021 experienced further delays. 

• Coupled with 78 new delays in Q2, this results in 94 delayed measures carrying over for 

delivery in Q3 2021. 

• All 19 Ongoing measures outlined in the Interim Climate Actions 2021 are proceeding on schedule.  

When combined with implementation seen in Q1 2021, this gives an overall delivery rate of 64% for 

measures due to date under the Interim Climate Actions 2021. Full details of delivery rates across each 

quarter are included in Appendix A. 

 

Progress of Q2 2021 measures 

Overall, this report provides updates on:  

A. Progress of delayed measures from Q1 2021 in Q2 2021; 

B. Progress of new Q2 2021 measures; and 

C. Details of Ongoing measures reported on this quarter. 

You can find a summary of each category of actions below, while more detailed information in respect of 

each measure is provided from page 18 onwards.  
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A. Progress of measures delayed from Q1 2021 

To maintain transparency and accountability on climate action, we continued to track the progress of 

measures that were reported as delayed in Q1 2021. Progress on completing these delayed measures was 

however slow in Q2 2021, with only 6 of 22 overdue measures delivered this quarter.  

Table 2 provides an overview of the headline delayed measures from Q1 2021 which have now been 

achieved. Table 3 meanwhile details examples of headline delayed measures that remain outstanding 

across Departments and Agencies.  

 

Table 2 - Example delayed measures completed in Q2 2021 

Sector Action/ Measure Progress Update 

Governance Action 19a: Develop and 

map a national dataset of 

remote working hub 

infrastructure, facilities and 

services; including funding, 

estimated uptake/need and 

ownership models 
 

Remote working holds significant mitigation potential 

to reduce transport emissions and enable more 

compact development. A national map of more than 

350 remote working hubs has been published for use by 

all appropriate agencies to help develop and exploit 

remote working infrastructure. This map will be 

updated as more options become available. 
 

Electricity  Action 42b: Completion of 

the National Marine 

Planning Framework 

(NMPF) 

The National Marine Planning Framework is Ireland’s 

first national framework for sustainably managing our 

marine activities. It outlines a vision for how we want to 

use, protect and enjoy our seas to 2040.  Its launch on 1 

July is crucial to planning, governing, and achieving 

Ireland’s offshore renewable energy ambitions. 

Transport Action 125a: Scope, 

develop and launch a pilot 

initiative on an alternative 

mode of transport for those 

on low incomes 

 
 

Providing high quality upcycled bicycles and e-bikes for 

those on low incomes contributes to a Just Transition 

and facilities access to sustainable transport modes for 

all. It also helps to reduce the number of bikes going to 

landfill. Funding of €3million was assigned to this 

initiative which launched on 28 April 2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60e57-national-marine-planning-framework/
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/news-room/news/taoiseach_and_ministers_launch_national_marine_planning_framework_and_publish_maritime_area_planning_bill.170338.shortcut.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/news-room/news/taoiseach_and_ministers_launch_national_marine_planning_framework_and_publish_maritime_area_planning_bill.170338.shortcut.html
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/d5c23-minister-obrien-minister-ryan-announce-launch-of-3-million-pilot-bike-and-e-bike-upcycling-initiative/
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Table 3 – Headline measures still delayed 

Sector Action/ Measure Progress Update 

Governance Action 17a: Develop and 

implement a Remote 

Working Framework for 

Civil Service Organisations 

A "Blended Working Policy Framework for Civil Service 

Organisations" is expected to complete in Q3 2021. This 

framework is crucial to provide clarity on remote 

working for c. 40,000 civil servants nationwide, with 

associated emissions reduction potential arising from 

reduced commuting patterns. 

 Action 24a: Hold quarterly 

meetings of the Climate 

Action Delivery Board 

(CADB) 

The CADB brings the heads of Departments together to 

focus on climate action. Continued conflicting priorities 

and resource constraints, particularly arising from 

Covid-19, meant that no meeting of the Board took 

place in Q2. A meeting will be scheduled in line with 

governance process agreed as part of the Climate 

Action Plan 2021. 

Electricity Action 39a: Introduce 

revised regulations for 

interim solar rooftop 

planning exemptions, with 

defined exclusion zones 

around airports and 

aerodromes  
 

With the draft regulations determined as likely to have 

significant environmental impacts, there are further 

delays in finalising this action due to the need to 

conduct a full Strategic Environmental Assessment. This 

currently underway, and is due to be completed in mid-

December 2021. This will be followed by the 

completion of the legislative process, which is expected 

to take a further 4-6 weeks. Removing barriers to 

community participation in the micro-generation of 

energy is essential, as this action aims to achieve.  

Enterprise Action 58a: Agree detailed 

action plan for the cement 

sector with key 

stakeholders 

Updated actions will now be contained in the Climate 

Action Plan 2021 to support the delivery of this action 

that aims to address the barriers to the use of Solid 

Recovered Fuels in the Cement Sector. Switching to 

renewable heating forms can help to reduce the impact 

of the emissions-intensive cement industry.  

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/sea-legalcontext.htm
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Forestry Action 172a: Increase 

output of forestry licences 

to meet demand 

Despite an upward trend compared to the same period 

in 2020, the area and volume of forestry licences issued 

in Q2 2021 are still below target. Working groups in 

DAFM aim to increase licencing output by focusing on 

the backlog of applications and streamlining the 

licensing process. Overcoming such blockages is crucial 

to increase forestry cover in Ireland and realise 

economic, climate and biodiversity benefits.  

Waste & the 

Circular 

Economy 

Action 200a: Publish a 

whole-of-Government 

Circular Economy Strategy  

A public consultation has now been completed on a 

draft Circular Economy Strategy. Responses are being 

analysed, with amendments to the final Strategy 

underway. Completion will support the growth of the 

circular economy in Ireland, helping to re-use resources 

and reduce emissions. 

 

B. Progress on new Q2 2021 measures  

80 new climate action measures were delivered on schedule by Departments and Agencies in Q2 2021, 

out of a total of 158 measures due. This gives a delivery rate of 51% for the quarter. Headline examples 

of such completed measures, with high emissions reduction potential, are outlined in Table 4. 

This means that 78 measures that were due for delivery in Q2 were not completed before the end of 

the quarter and are now delayed. Priority examples of these are outlined in Table 5. 

Coupled with the 16 persistent delays from Q1 2021, this results in 94 delayed measures carrying over 

for completion in Q3 2021. These measures will be brought forward for consideration and inclusion in 

the Climate Action Plan 2021, and will be reported on in future Progress Reports. 

 

Table 4 – Example Q2 2021 measures completed 

Sector Action/ Measure Progress Update 

Governance Action 6b: Apply 

methodology to 

Departmental investment 

proposals submitted as 

part of the National 

Development Plan review  

A methodology for assessing the climate aspects of 

capital spending proposals has been applied as part of 

the National Development Plan review. This is crucial to 

assess the compatibility of capital investments by 

Government with climate and environmental policies 

and targets. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/642e6-forestry/#forestry-licence-viewer
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/37078-public-consultation-on-the-proposed-publication-of-the-circular-economy-strategy/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/d3f3a-review-to-renew-the-public-consultation-of-the-review-of-the-national-development-plan/
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Electricity  Action 35a: Publish 

timetable for Renewable 

Energy Support Scheme 2 

Auction 

The timetable for the second onshore Renewable 

Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) auction was 

published in Q2. RESS auctions support renewable 

electricity projects across Ireland and are key to 

delivering ambitious renewable energy policy to 2030. 

This action provides clarity to developers on supports 

and milestones into 2022.  

Transport Action 106b: Implement 

increased personnel 

resourcing arrangements 

across all Local Authorities 

for implementation delivery 

of a network of safe, 

segregated cycling facilities 

A recruitment process has commenced for an additional 

248 staff across all local authorities and National Roads 

Offices to support the delivery of cycling facilities 

around the country. Sufficient resourcing and capacity 

building are key elements to climate action delivery, 

with an expectation that these vacancies will be filled 

by the end of 2021. 

Built 

Environment 

Action 75a: Develop and 

resource the National 

Retrofit Delivery Office 

within the Sustainable 

Energy Authority of Ireland 

(SEAI) 

The process to develop a National Retrofit Delivery 

Office within the SEAI is progressing well. 24 additional 

staff positions have been prioritised and 15 have 

already been recruited to facilitate an expanded retrofit 

function. Guidance from a Transition Leadership Team 

and a new directorship structure further bolsters the 

capacity of the agency in Q2. This is key to address 

capacity and resourcing constraints that led to delays in 

implementation under the Climate Action Plan 2019. 

Agriculture Action 142a: Launch a pilot 

scheme that will trial a 

results-based scoring and 

payment system with 

suitable measures at farm 

level  

A Results-based, Agri-Environment Pilot  project was 

launched on 21 April 2021. This is a welcome step in 

linking farmers’ payments with environmentally friendly 

farming practices. Over 10,500 applications were 

received, indicating high interest in the pilot. Approvals 

have now issued to over 4,920 participants.  

 Action 158b: Identify 

suitable demonstration 

farmers as exemplars for 

all Irish Farmers 

99 farmers have been identified as part of an exemplar 

network of SignPost farms to demonstrate best climate 

practices. Six Agriculture College Farms are also 

enrolled as demonstration farms. This network is key to 

demonstrate best emissions mitigation practice on-farm 

and to promote peer learning amongst farmers. 

https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/ress/
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/ress/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a47b5-minister-mcconalogue-announces-launch-of-results-based-environment-agri-pilot-project-reap/
https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/the-signpost-programme.php
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Marine Action 191a: Development 

of online tools and case 

studies on resource 

efficiency for Seafood 

Processors 

Enhancing resource use efficiencies can reduce waste 

and increase the sustainability of seafood processing. A 

range of sustainability tools have been launched this 

quarter to help companies identify opportunities 

around sustainable packaging, food waste management 

and rainwater harvesting.  

Enterprise Action 67a: Finalise the 

national Green for Micro 

initiative 

The Green for Micro initiative supports micro-

enterprises to incorporate sustainable practices into the 

day-to-day running of their businesses and assist them 

in the transition to a climate neutral economy. It was 

launched in March as part of National Enterprise Week.  

Adaptation Action 94a: Outline of 

possible response 

associated with the 

availability of home and 

business insurance 

Insurance is a critical financial service providing 

policyholders with protection against losses from 

adverse events. The public consultation on climate 

change and insurance explored the availability of flood 

cover. Following this the Central Bank completed its 

survey on flood insurance earlier this year. Both 

exercises demonstrated that while the majority of 

property insurance policies do include flood cover, the 

cover is lower in areas with demountable defences. This 

specific issue may be discussed at the forthcoming 

Cabinet Committee Sub Group on Insurance Reform. 

 

International  Action 207a: Engagement 

on the sustainable finance 

agenda at EU and 

international level 

Promoting sustainable finance globally is key to align 

countries and budgets with climate action objectives. 

Ireland continues to engage at EU level on sustainable 

finance developments, including on an EU Green 

Taxonomy and a renewed Sustainable Finance Strategy. 

Just Transition Action 218b: Include 

courses in skills to support 

the low carbon economy 

and other skills to support 

the aims of the Climate 

Action Plan in Springboard+ 

2021 

Skills development is key to a just, fair and robust 

transition to climate neutrality. 310 places on 14 

courses in low carbon/green areas were launched by 

Springboard+ in Q2. This includes courses on Corporate 

Environmental Planning, Near Zero Energy Buildings 

and Energy Infrastructure that will help to build 

capacity across sectors. 

https://bim.ie/seafood-processing/sustainability-and-certification/toolkit/
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Green/What-is-Green-for-Micro/What-is-Green-For-Micro.html
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/80cdd-tanaiste-announces-new-green-support-at-start-of-local-enterprise-week/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/banking-and-finance/sustainable-finance/eu-taxonomy-sustainable-activities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/banking-and-finance/sustainable-finance/eu-taxonomy-sustainable-activities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/210706-sustainable-finance-strategy_en
https://springboardcourses.ie/
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Citizen 

Engagement 

Action 230d: Engage with 

relevant sectors to ensure 

citizen feedback is 

incorporated as part of 

Climate Action Plan 

development 

Citizen voices are essential to the development of 

practical and ambitious climate action policy. Following 

an extensive public consultation in Q1, two 

presentations on its high-level findings were given to 

staff with responsibility for drafting new chapters in the 

Climate Action Plan 2021 as well as to the Strategic 

Communications Group that works across Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5 - Priority Measures delayed in Q2 2021 

Sector Action/ Measure Progress Update 

Governance Action 2a: Propose initial 

multiannual carbon budget 

programme for 2021-2035 

Carbon budgets are central to the new governance 

arrangements committed to in the Climate Action 

(Amendment) Bill. They will introduce emissions ceilings 

on both economy wide and sectoral bases. The Climate 

Change Advisory Council will propose budgets in Q3 

once the Bill is in force. 

 Action 6c: Publish Revised 

National Development Plan  

Aligning capital spending of the National Development 

Plan with the increased climate ambition of 

Government is key to climate action success and 

investment. Engagement with Departments is ongoing 

with a view to publishing the Plan shortly. 

 Action 22: Establish an 

appropriately resourced 

Climate Action Unit in every 

Government Department to 

ensure that climate 

considerations are at the 

core of policy development 

Establishing a Climate Action Unit in every Government 

Department can help to address capacity and 

resourcing issues for climate action seen across the civil 

service. By the end of Q2, 14/18 (78%) Departments 

have established such a Unit, varying in structure and 

size according to individual needs. Remaining 

Departments will progress this action in Q3. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5bd95-climate-conversation-climate-action-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/984d2-climate-action-and-low-carbon-development-amendment-bill-2020/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/984d2-climate-action-and-low-carbon-development-amendment-bill-2020/
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/
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Electricity Action 30a: Finalise Wind 

Energy Guidelines 

Finalising the Wind Energy Guidelines is a priority for 

Government to provide clarity and guidance for 

renewable energy development. The noise chapters 

have proved highly technical and significant work has 

been undertaken to finalise them. Given the time taken 

to complete these chapters, the wider Guidelines are 

being reviewed to ensure alignment with any new 

developments in planning and the environment. 

 Action 41b: Marine 

Planning and Development 

Management 

Bill enacted 

Enactment of the Marine Planning and Development 

Management Bill (now renamed the Maritime Area 

Planning Bill) will provide a regulatory basis for the 

development of offshore renewables. The legal text of 

the Bill was approved by Cabinet on 29 May, with plans 

to be initiated shortly and to progress to second stage 

early in the next Oireachtas term.  

Transport Action 109a: Execution of 

Framework Contract and 

Placement of first order - 

full electric single deck 

buses 

There have been some delays to placing the order of 

fully electric single deck buses, pending confirmation of 

delivery timescales. This is an important action as part 

of effort to decarbonise public transport and is 

expected to complete in Q3. 

Built 

Environment 

Action 73e: Develop and 

launch a new National 

Retrofit Scheme focused on 

achieving B2 retrofits  

New national retrofit schemes will be required to 

accelerate progress towards new and ambitious targets 

in this sector. The new scheme is in design and 

consultation phases, with ambition to launch in Q3.  

 Action 87a: Bring total 

number of centres of 

excellence to support the 

national expansion of 

retrofit and Nearly Zero 

Energy Building (NZEB) 

courses for new and 

existing construction 

workers to 5 during 2021  

There are currently 2 retrofit centres of excellence in 

Ireland, with the aim to increase this to 5 by year end. 

Delays in this action have been attributed to the impact 

of the Covid-19 pandemic. These training centres are 

essential to upskill workers in the new skills required for 

retrofitting the existing national housing stock, as well 

as building new construction to NZEB standards. 

Ambitious emissions reduction from buildings will not 

be met without a skilled workforce. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9d0f66-draft-revised-wind-energy-development-guidelines-december-2019/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/91aab-maritime-area-planning-bill/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/91aab-maritime-area-planning-bill/
https://climatejargonbuster.ie/kb/nzeb-nearly-zero-energy-buildings/
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Agriculture Action 140c: Publish the 

final Agri-Food 2030 

Strategy 

The Programme for Government commits to publish a 

successor strategy to FoodWise 2025 that embeds a 

strategic focus on environmental protection, 

biodiversity and market opportunities closer to home. 

This Strategy is key to provide clear market signals to 

food producers, industry and consumers alike. The final 

Strategy is expected shortly. 

Public Sector 

Lead 

Action 223b: Seek 

Government Decision on 

target, methodology and 

rollout of 50% 

decarbonisation including 

communications strategy 

While the public sector is responsible for only a small 

percentage of total emissions in Ireland, it must lead by 

example in its emissions reduction efforts. A 

methodology has been prepared for Government 

Decision, with the intention to align outcomes with the 

increased ambition of the Climate Action Plan 2021.  

 Action 104a: Complete the 

tender process and award 

contract to retrofit the 

public lighting network  

Replacing public lighting with energy efficient LED lights 

holds significant emissions reduction potential, with 

280,000 lights targeted under this action in total. The 

tender process for 78,000 lights has been completed 

but delays in sign-off by the project board remains. The 

contracts are expected to be awarded by Q4 2021. 

 

C. Details of Ongoing Measures 

Finally, 19 measures were designated as ‘Ongoing’ measures under the interim Climate Actions 

2021, with agreement from Departments to report on their progress biannually in Q2 and Q4.  

All 19 measures were reported as ‘On Schedule’ by relevant Departments in Q2 2021, with highlights 

including: implementing a new public bus network in Dublin; influencing EU regulation regarding 

Internal Combustion Engine vehicles; prioritising public funding for energy, climate action and 

sustainability research; identifying climate research priorities; building skills to support the low-

carbon economy; supporting Just Transition in the Midlands and implementing adaptation 

strategies. 

More detailed information on each measure due for reporting in Q2 2021 under the Interim Climate 

Actions 2021 is provided next. The report is split to provide updates first on Delayed Q1 measures, 

followed by updates on new Q2 measures and finally an examination of the Ongoing measures due 

for reporting in Q2 2021. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a6b0d-food-wise-2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e0e7e-climate-action-plan-to-tackle-climate-breakdown-just-transition/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/37d691-adapting-to-climate-breakdown/#local-authority-adaptation-strategies
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/37d691-adapting-to-climate-breakdown/#local-authority-adaptation-strategies


 

18 

Q1 2021 Delayed Measures 
 

Q1 2021 Delayed Summary 

Complete Delayed Total  

6 16 22 

 

Governance 
 

Action 12 Implement National Planning Framework 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Take account of Local Authority (LA) Climate Action Plans when 
including objectives for GHG emissions and climate change adaptation  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work is ongoing with Local Authorities  to integrate Climate Action Plans and climate 
change adaptation measures into the overall work of Local Authorities particularly in relation to 
spatial planning. 
 
Section 10(2)(n) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) will be amended by the 
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2021 which is expected to be 
passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas early in Q3. 
 

 

 

Action 12 Implement National Planning Framework 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Provide that Local Authorities consider GHG emissions, in the context 
of LA Climate Action Plan as part of the City/County Development Plan process  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: 30 of the 31 Local Authority County Development Plans are in the process of being 
reviewed with the last one due to commence their review at the end of this month.  
 
These reviewed plans will take account of LA Climate action plans. 
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Action 17 Continue to work with departments to ensure that the central policies adopted by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform are conducive to the 
achievement of the Government’s climate objectives 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Develop and implement a Remote Working Framework for Civil 
Service Organisations  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Due Q3 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 19 Develop and exploit remote working infrastructure 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Develop and map a national dataset of remote working hub 
infrastructure, facilities and services; including funding, estimated uptake/need and ownership 
models 

Responsible body: DRCD 

Status: Complete 

Update: A national map of remote working hubs has been published. See: 
https://connectedhubs.ie/nationalhubsmap.html.  
 
This map is a ‘living dataset’ that will allow updates from stakeholders as infrastructure expands 
and develops. As of 6 July, more than 350 hubs have been mapped, with a further 100+ in the 
process of being validated.  
 

 

 

Action 24 Maintain the existing implementation structures including the Cabinet Committee 
on the Environment and Climate Change, Senior Officials Group and Climate 
Action Delivery Board, to oversee the implementation of the Interim Actions and 
the development of the Climate Action Plan 2021 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Hold quarterly meetings of the Climate Action Delivery Board  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Climate Action Delivery Boardv  brings the heads of Departments together to focus on 
climate action. It is co-chaired by the Department of the Taoiseach and DECC. Due to conflicting 
priorities and resource constraints, particularly arising from Covid-19, no meeting took place in Q2.  
 
A meeting will be scheduled as soon as possible, including in light of any new governance 
arrangements agreed as part of the Climate Action Plan 2021. 
 

 

 

https://connectedhubs.ie/nationalhubsmap.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/news-room/releases/delivery_board_established_to_drive_forward_climate_action_plan.html
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Electricity  
 

Action 39 Conclude the review of the current planning exemptions relating to solar panels, 
to ensure that households, schools, and communities can be strong champions of 
climate action 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Introduce revised regulations for interim solar rooftop planning 
exemptions, with defined exclusion zones around airports and aerodromes for solar installations  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The draft regulations have now been reviewed under the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) Directive 2001/42/EC, and it has been determined that they are likely to have 
significant environmental effects, necessitating the undertaking of a full SEA assessment, which will 
include public consultation. This process is underway and is due to be completed in mid-December 
2021.  
 
The process for finalising the interim solar panel planning exemptions is now expected to be 
completed in early 2022. 
 

 

 

Action 42 Facilitate the development of offshore wind, including the connection of at least 
5GW of offshore wind, based on competitive auctions, to the grid by 2030 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Completion of the National Marine Planning Framework in a manner 
to give priority to key national policies such as the overall decarbonisation of the economy and 
Ireland’s renewable energy ambitions  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Complete 

Update: The National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) was approved by Government on 23 
March 2021; approved by Seanad Éireann on 19 April 2021; approved by Dáil Éireann on 12 May 
2021; declared by Minister to be established on 20 May 2021; publication and launch by Taoiseach 
on 1 July 2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/60e57-national-marine-planning-framework/
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Action 51 Expand the SEAI Sustainable Energy Communities Programme from 256 members 
to 500 by 2025 and 1,500 by 2030 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Establish a National (and Regional) Sustainable Energy Communities 
Forum and National Steering Group with membership from the Network, SEAI, DCCAE and 
Relevant Supporting Departments and Organisations with the mandate to take learnings and 
ideas from the Network and recommend local and national actions that will assist in accelerating 
their rollout  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: SEAI is working on a new approach for the forum and work programme. New planned 
delivery date is Q3 2021. 
 

 

 

Enterprise 
 

Action 58 Engage with the cement sector to identify measures to support the achievement 
of identified potential abatement in the sector 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Agree detailed action plan for the cement sector with key 
stakeholders identified in the Climate Action Plan 2019, based on the review of issues and policy 
implications prepared by DETE  

Responsible body: DETE 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Discussions are ongoing in the context of the Climate Action Plan 2021 Working Groups 
and it is expected that updated actions will be contained in the 2021 Climate Action Plan. 
 

 

 

Action 58 Engage with the cement sector to identify measures to support the achievement 
of identified potential abatement in the sector 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Undertake consultation with key stakeholders to determine lead 
actors in implementation of the policy and sectoral recommendations  

Responsible body: DETE 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Discussions are ongoing in the context of the Climate Action Plan 2021 Working Groups 
and it is expected that updated actions will be contained in the 2021 Climate Action Plan.  
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Action 86 Develop and implement planning rules and guidelines across residential and non-
residential parking locations for Electric Vehicle charging infrastructure 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Review planning guidelines with a view to increasing the obligation: 
public consultation  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Planning Guidelines on the preparation of development plan will be issued for 
consultation in Q3 2021. These will provide guidance in relation to incorporation of appropriate 
climate change action measures into development plans. 
 
Guidelines scheduled to be published for consultation in July. Consultation will run until 
September, with finalisation thereafter in Q4 2021. 
 

 

 

Built Environment 
 

Action 91 Local Authority development planning to drive the adoption of stronger climate 
action policies in relation to the patterns and forms of future development 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Launch public consultation on updated statutory guidelines (Section 
28 of the Planning Act) on Local Authority Development Plans setting out the appropriate 
requirements for integration of climate-action considerations in the preparation of the 
Development Plans  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Preparation of an update of the 2007 Development Plan Guidelines for planning 
authorities is currently in the advanced stages.  
 
The guidelines were issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended). DHLGH expect to submit an initial draft guidelines document to the Minister shortly.  
Given the complexity of the issues involved, the potential need for environmental assessment and 
both internal and external consultation, DHLGH now expect draft updated guidelines to be 
published for public consultation in July. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/225d8-development-plan-guidelines/
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Transport  
 

Action 106 Deliver a network of safe, segregated cycling facilities 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Develop a delivery plan for implementation of 1,000 km of new/ 
upgraded cycling infrastructure  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A draft Five Year Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Delivery Plan has been submitted to 
the Department for approval by the National Transport Authority. The Department is awaiting the 
publication of the new iteration of the Climate Action Plan before its publication to ensure 
consistency between the two documents.  
 

 

 

Action 125 Develop a pilot initiative on alternative mode of transport scheme for those on 
low incomes via the Community Services Programme 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Scope, develop and launch pilot initiative  

Responsible body: DRCD 

Status: Complete 

Update: Call for Proposals for inclusion on pilot bike and ebike upcycling initiative launched on 28 
April. Proposals received currently under consideration. Notifications to issue to 
successful/unsuccessful applicants in Q3. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/d5c23-minister-obrien-minister-ryan-announce-launch-of-3-million-pilot-bike-and-e-bike-upcycling-initiative/
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Agriculture  
 

Action 152 Work with industry stakeholders to increase the use of low carbon materials, 
taking into account international best practice 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Collaborate with industry to develop a promotional campaign to 
encourage the increased use of timber in the economy  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DAFM have launched a call for proposals for the promotion of forestry which include the 
benefits of using timber in climate change mitigation. The promotional call was launched in April 
2021 and 61 applications received. These applications are now in the process of evaluation and 
offers will be made in July 2021.  
 
A number of applications received had a particular focus on timber which will contribute to the 
promotion of wood across the economy. Once the successful projects have been announced, 
DAFM will engage further with industry to incorporate timber promotion in existing campaigns.   
 
The COFORD Council (National Council for Forest Research and Development Ireland) appointed by 
the Minister to advise on matters relating to forestry has developed a number of climate change 
mitigation statements which includes one specifically on the importance of using wood and timber 
products. These statements are currently being prepared for publishing by Q4 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 163 Upskill farmers and foresters to ensure they have the knowledge and tools to 
implement climate mitigation practices 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Launch a tender to develop Continuing Professional Development 
training for advisors 
  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The tender for an online e-learning solution for the targeted training of advisors in climate 
change challenges and mitigation practices has been published in June. It is not envisaged that the 
delay in issuing this tender will impact negatively on the wider target of delivering this training in 
2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/87bb6-open-call-for-proposals-for-woodland-support-projects-for-20212022-specification-and-application-form/
http://www.coford.ie/
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Action 168 Research and development in forestry 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Develop scope and trials for testing products  

Responsible body: Coillte 

Status: Complete 

Update: The trials for bio-stimulants have been established and are ongoing. Further trials on bio-
pesticides are in development. However due to legislative challenges the planned trial for end of 
life construction waste cannot go ahead. Therefore in 2021, the focus of the trials will be limited to 
the ongoing bio-stimulants trials. 
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Forestry, Peatlands and Land Use 
 

Action 172 Implement Forestry Programme 2014-2022 (includes 2 year extension) 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Increase output of forestry licences to meet demand  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The area and volume of forestry licences issued in Q1 and Q2 2021 displays an upward trend 
compared to the same period in 2020. However, the licences issued are still below target and the 
rate of issue will need to increase further in 2021.  
 
Project Woodland will focus on increasing output in 2021, through a number of working groups 
which will focus on the backlog of applications and streamlining the licensing. It is expected to issue 
4,500 licences in 2021. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/6d840-ministers-mcconalogue-and-hackett-announce-project-woodland-to-tackle-issues-in-forestry-accepts-report-on-implementation-of-mackinnon/
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Action 178 Support biodiversity data collection 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Collate data on status of protected habitats and species, ecosystem 
services, natural capital accounts, land use, landcover  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Tenders for a range of projects have been and are being issued in accordance with Public 
Procurement procedures and are expected to be completed over a 2-4 year timeframe e.g. 
National fen survey, grassland monitoring survey, raised bog monitoring survey and ancient 
woodland desk study.  
 
There will be an update to the online indicators in July with a report due later in the year. 
Circulating updates to the Biodiversity Working Group for comment has delayed the process. 
 

 

 

Waste and the Circular Economy 
 

Action 199 Establish a Circular Economy Innovation Scheme, focusing on providing funding for 
a limited number of regional and/or national scale circular economy projects with 
the capacity to significantly raise awareness of circular economy and/or improve 
consumption patterns in relation to specific product categories or within specific 
sectors 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Launch a call for a new Circular Economy Innovation Scheme  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Circular Economy Innovation Scheme launched on 15 April, and was open for 
applications until 28 May. Shortlisting of successful applicants underway. 
 

 

 

Action 200 Publish a whole-of-Government Circular Economy Strategy and promote the 
Circular Economy including focus on awareness raising, Green Public Procurement 
and international partnerships 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Publish a whole-of- Government Circular Economy Strategy setting 
out overall national policy in relation to circular economy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Circular Economy Strategy published for public consultation on 16 April, open for 
submissions until 11 June. Review of submissions and final amendments to the Strategy currently 
underway. 
 

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/b3faa-apply-for-the-circular-economy-innovation-grants-scheme-ceigs/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/37078-public-consultation-on-the-proposed-publication-of-the-circular-economy-strategy/
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Citizen Engagement 
 

Action 228 Build a new, localised citizen engagement model through the National Dialogue on 
Climate Action 

Q1 2021 Delayed measure: Establish a Youth Climate Council as part of the new National 
Dialogue on Climate Action (NDCA) engagement model and annual Climate Action Plan 
consultations, to help support future dialogue with young people  

Responsible body: DCEDIY 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Minister has approved a submission to establish a Youth Climate Assembly as a 
consultative forum on climate issues that includes children and young people up to the age of 24.  
A tendering process for service delivery has begun. 
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Q2 2021 Measures 
 

Q2 2021 Summary 

Complete Delayed Total 

80 78 158 

 

Governance 
 

Action 2 Commence the process of forming carbon budgets for 2021 to 2025, 2026 to 2030, 
and 2031 to 2035 ahead of a new Climate Action (Amendment) Bill 2019 being 
enacted 

Q2 2021 measure: Propose initial multiannual carbon budget programme for 2021-2035  

Responsible body: Climate Change Advisory Council 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Climate Change Advisory Council will propose budgets in Q3 once the Climate Action Bill is 
in force. 
 

 

 

Action 3 Prepare Long-Term Climate Strategy to meet requirements of EU and the Climate 
Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2021 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish Long-term Climate Strategy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Long-term Climate Strategy will be prepared in Q3 once Climate Action Bill is in force and 
Climate Action Plan 2021 is completed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.climatecouncil.ie/
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Action 4 Continue to reform budgetary processes and procedures to provide transparency 
on the Government’s financial commitments to the climate change agenda 

Q2 2021 measure: Starting with the carbon tax, develop impact metrics for climate expenditures 
and include these in budgetary publications on an ongoing basis  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Complete 

Update: Performance Budget Report published in April 2021. This included new chapter on climate 
metrics. 
 

 

 

Action 6 Publish a revised National Development Plan detailing Government capital 
expenditures planned over 2021 – 2031 

Q2 2021 measure: Apply methodology to Departmental investment proposals submitted as part 
of the National Development Plan review  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Complete 

Update: Methodology issued to all Departments and has now been applied to Departmental 
returns on the National Development Plan. Some ongoing bilateral engagement to finalise the 
'ratings' given to specific measures but these will be finalised before the publication of the National 
Development Plan (which has been delayed). 
 

 

 

Action 6 Publish a revised National Development Plan detailing Government capital 
expenditures planned over 2021 – 2032 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish Revised National Development Plan  

Responsible body: DPER 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Engagement with Departments ongoing with a view to publication in the coming period. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/61d3f-public-service-performance-reports/
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Action 12 Implement National Planning Framework 

Q2 2021 measure: Establish a working group to examine implementation of climate actions in 
National Planning Framework  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: It is envisaged that a working group to examine implementation of climate actions in 
National Planning Framework will be convened in Q3 2021. 
 
DHLGH is currently progressing a number of competing priorities, including developing the Housing 
for All strategy in line with commitments in the Programme for Government, and developing 
Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines. As these priorities are at an advanced stage, it is envisaged that 
there will be capacity in Q3 2021 to establish the working group as per the action. 
 

 

 

Action 13 Develop and include a module on Climate Change into the Guidelines for the 
development of new Local Economic and Community Plans  

Q2 2021 measure: Begin the process of engagement to support the development of Local 
Economic and Community Planning guidelines  

Responsible body: DRCD 

Status: Complete 

Update: Guidance currently in draft form includes guidance on Climate Change in the context of 
the Local Economic and Community Plan Framework and its constituent implementation plans. The 
Guidelines will be published shortly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
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Action 15 Advance coordination of climate action research & modelling from the centre of 
Government, including internal communications 

Q2 2021 measure: Finalise Memorandum of Understanding between the Climate Change 
Advisory Council  and  all relevant Government Departments and Agencies to coordinate access 
to data, modelling and analysis  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was developed by the Research & Modelling 
sub-group of the Senior Officials Group on the Environment and Climate Change, with input from 
relevant Departments and the Climate Change Advisory Council  (CCAC) Secretariat.  
 
The MoU will facilitate two-way access to data, scenario modelling and analysis required to 
develop carbon budget recommendations and to inform the wider work of the CCAC. It aims to 
improve the transparency and consistency of evidence bases used to develop climate policies. The 
MoU was approved by the CCAC Council at their meeting on 15 April, and noted by Cabinet on 4 
May. It has since been published online by the CCAC, DECC and D/Taoiseach. 
 
See: https://www.climatecouncil.ie/aboutus/memorandumsofunderstanding/.    
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/56654e-national-climate-policy/#climate-change-
advisory-council.  
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/567551-latest-news-and-updates-climate-action/#news. 
 

 

 

Action 18 Implement and monitor the Remote Work Strategy under the aegis of the remote 
working strategy Interdepartmental Group  to ensure that there is cross-
departmental alignment to support the wider goals of the State 

Q2 2021 measure: Prepare progress reports on  implementation of the actions contained in the 
National Remote Work Strategy  

Responsible body: DETE 

Status: Complete 

Update: Implementation progress reports for Q1 and Q2 delivered by lead actors for each Remote 
Working Strategy action to the Interdepartmental Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.climatecouncil.ie/aboutus/memorandumsofunderstanding/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/56654e-national-climate-policy/#climate-change-advisory-council
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/56654e-national-climate-policy/#climate-change-advisory-council
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/567551-latest-news-and-updates-climate-action/#news
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/51f84-making-remote-work-national-remote-work-strategy/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/51f84-making-remote-work-national-remote-work-strategy/
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Action 21 Establish existing climate change expertise, within the Civil Service and develop a 
proposal to address any skills gaps identified 

Q2 2021 measure: Convene an Interdepartmental Working Group to explore the skills deficit and 
existing expertise and training  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: WorkGroup to commence in Q3 2021. Resources being put in place to support work. 
 

 

 

Action 22 Establish an appropriately resourced Climate Action Unit in every Government 
Department to ensure Climate considerations are at the core of policy 
development 

Q2 2021 measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Delayed 

Update: In total, 14/18 (78%) Departments have established a Climate Action Unit, varying in 
structure and size according to individual needs. Pursuing this action has enabled engagement with 
Departments not traditionally involved in the Climate Action Plan.  
 
Detail on the progress of each Department is included in Appendix B beneath. In Q3 2021, 
D/Taoiseach will follow up with Departments who reported a delay in establishing a Climate Action 
Unit.  
 

 

 

Action 23 Enhance Cabinet procedures to ensure that all Government Memoranda are 
considered against their carbon impact and mitigation potential 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop guidance for all departments for preparation of Government 
Memoranda  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work is underway to develop a suite of measures to support climate consideration in 
public policy and the guidance material and training events will be considered further in the 
context of the forthcoming Climate Action Plan 2021. 
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Action 23 Enhance Cabinet procedures to ensure that all Government Memoranda are 
considered against their carbon impact and mitigation potential 

Q2 2021 measure: Host upskilling/ Training events for key officials 

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work is underway to develop a suite of measures to support  climate consideration in 
public policy and the guidance material and training events will be considered further in the 
context of the forthcoming Climate Action Plan 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 24 Maintain the existing implementation structures including the Cabinet Committee 
on the Environment and Climate Change, Senior Officials Group and Climate 
Action Delivery Board, to oversee the implementation of the Interim Annex of 
Actions and the development of the Climate Action Plan 2021 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish progress report each quarter for the Climate Action Plan  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Q1 Progress Report was approved by Government this quarter and published online 
for transparency and accountability purposes at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/55fde-
climate-action-important-publications/#progress-reports.  
 
Reporting deadlines and measures due for delivery in Q2 2021 were communicated promptly to 
Departments at the start of the quarter. Final updates on Q2 2021 measures were due from 
Departments to D/Taoiseach on 7 July 2021. This report represents the Second Progress Report on 
the Interim Climate Actions 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 24 Maintain the existing implementation structures including the Cabinet Committee 
on the Environment and Climate Change, Senior Officials Group and Climate 
Action Delivery Board, to oversee the implementation of the Interim Annex of 
Actions and the development of the Climate Action Plan 2021 

Q2 2021 measure: Organise detailed cross- Government discussion of key sectors with emission 
reduction potential at the Cabinet Committee on the Environment and Climate Change  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: Series of "sectoral deep dives" completed where emissions reduction potential was 
discussed in advance of the preparation of the Climate Action Plan 2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/55fde-climate-action-important-publications/#progress-reports
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/55fde-climate-action-important-publications/#progress-reports
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Action 25 Extend flagship low-carbon projects to other towns and villages 

Q2 2021 measure: Each local authority will identify and develop plans for one “Decarbonising 
Zone”  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: 28 of 31 Local Authorities have submitted candidate Decarbonising Zones. 3 local 
authorities have still to finalise their selection process. This will be completed in Q3 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 28 Continue to improve Ireland’s national climate monitoring capabilities through the 
delivery of advanced, sustainable and long-term climate and environmental 
monitoring programmes 

Q2 2021 measure: Modernise the surface climate and weather observation monitoring station 
network  

Responsible body: Met Éireann 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The initial 60 stations were all installed between Q3 2017 and Q1 2020. A further 21 
stations due to be installed thereafter were delayed due to Covid-19 restrictions.  
 
12 stations in total were installed in 2020 with a further 4 stations installed this year. So, a total of 
76 stations have been installed thus far (mid 2021).  
 
The remaining installations are planned to be completed by end 2021.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.caro.ie/news/local-authority-decarbonisation-zones
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Electricity 
 

Action 30 Ensure that updated planning guidelines for onshore wind are published in 2021 

Q2 2021 measure: Finalise Wind Energy Guidelines  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The main focus in concluding the review of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines has 
been on the review of the noise chapters of the document. The noise chapters are highly technical 
in nature and their review requires detailed consideration and engagement with DECC, who are the 
lead on the noise elements, and their consultant acoustician. 
  
Earlier this year, DECC established a working group consisting of representatives from both 
Departments as well as the local government sector to assist with further progressing the noise 
text. Significant work has been undertaken on the noise elements of the Guidelines and finalisation 
of the revisions to this text is a priority. 
  
Alongside the work on the noise elements, DHLGH has reviewed the entire text in light of the 
submissions received and made minor updates where appropriate. 
  
DHLGH has also been reflecting on recent legal cases and legislative amendments to determine 
whether these have any impacts on the Guidelines. Given the time taken to complete the review, 
DHLGH wants to ensure that the Guidelines when issued are up to date and take account of any 
recent developments in relation to planning and environmental considerations. 
 

 

 

Action 31 Review the policy position on the development of private networks/direct lines 
with a view to developing the legislative position in the context of the 
transposition of the Clean Energy Package 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop and submit memorandum on private wires policy options and 
planning for ministerial approval  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Step 1 memorandum  prepared and submitted. The next step is to proceed to public 
consultation in Q3 and that process has begun. 
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Action 32 Review the existing electricity transmission and distribution network tariff 
structures to assess what changes may be necessary to deliver equitable, cost 
reflective and transparent charges that facilitate investment in our low carbon 
transition and the new ways in which the network will be used in the future 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish a Call to Evidence Paper setting out the proposed objectives and 
principles of the Review, and seek information from network users as to what might change the 
pattern of network usage in the future  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Progressing Call to Evidence Paper, plan to issue early Q3 2021.  Slight delay due to 
resource constraints. 
 

 

 

Action 33 Transposition of Internal Market for Electricity Directive (EU) 2019/944 

Q2 2021 measure: Provide information to stakeholders and industry regarding the national 
approach to transposition  

Responsible body: DECC  

Status: Complete 

Update: An information notice about Directive transposition was published on DECC website on 23 
February at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f8565-directive-eu-2019944-and-regulation-eu-
2019943-on-the-internal-market-for-electricity-recasts/ . Information sharing sessions for 
stakeholders who had indicated such interest on foot of the notice took place on 22, 24 and 25 
March.   
 
In Q2 2021, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) consultations on the implementation 
of frameworks for Active Customers and Energy Communities closed (Roadmap to Clean Energy 
Package Implementation - CRU;  Energy Communities and Active Consumers – CRU).  The CRU held 
a number of workshops with prospective energy communities following this.  
 
The CRU will be publishing a Roadmap on implementation of these aspects of the Clean Energy 
Package in early Q3 2021. Wider implementation is underway, although in some areas CRU is 
awaiting final transposition to confirm specific deliverables.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f8565-directive-eu-2019944-and-regulation-eu-2019943-on-the-internal-market-for-electricity-recasts/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f8565-directive-eu-2019944-and-regulation-eu-2019943-on-the-internal-market-for-electricity-recasts/
https://www.cru.ie/
https://www.cru.ie/document_group/roadmap-to-clean-energy-package-implementation/
https://www.cru.ie/document_group/roadmap-to-clean-energy-package-implementation/
https://www.cru.ie/document_group/energy-communities-and-active-consumers/
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Action 35 Deliver further Onshore Renewable Energy Support Scheme auctions 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish timetable for Renewable Energy Support Scheme 2 Auction  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: EirGrid, in their role as auction operator, published the timetable on 22 June 2021.  
Please see:  http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/RESS-2-Auction-Timetable-
(R2AT).pdf 
 

 

 

Action 36 Oversight of RESS Community Benefit Funds and community enabling framework 
 

Q2 2021 measure: Final Good Practice Principles guidebook published  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Guidance published on 7 July 2021, to coincide with Ministerial announcement of package 
of supports for community energy. 
 
Please see:  https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/8968e-minister-ryan-announces-package-of-
supports-to-expand-community-energy-revolution/ 
 

 

 

Action 36 Oversight of RESS Community Benefit Funds and community enabling framework 

Q2 2021 measure: Establishment of Community Benefit Fund Register  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Due for launch in July in line with Ministerial programme announcement on Renewable 
Electricity Support Scheme. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/RESS-2-Auction-Timetable-(R2AT).pdf
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/RESS-2-Auction-Timetable-(R2AT).pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/8968e-minister-ryan-announces-package-of-supports-to-expand-community-energy-revolution/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/8968e-minister-ryan-announces-package-of-supports-to-expand-community-energy-revolution/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/36d8d2-renewable-electricity-support-scheme/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/36d8d2-renewable-electricity-support-scheme/
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Action 37 Ensure that 15% of electricity demand is met by renewable sources contracted 
under Corporate Power Purchase Agreements 

Q2 2021 measure: Analysis of consultation responses completed  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: SEAI has analysed the responses to the Renewable Electricity Power Purchase Agreements 
consultation and presented the findings to the bodies on the steering group. 
 

 

 

 

Action 38 Facilitate very high penetration of variable renewable electricity by 2030 (both 
System Non-Synchronous Penetration and average) through system services and 
market arrangements 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete the remaining deliverables under the DS3 Programme to enable 75% 
of the demand on the system to be met from variable renewable generation  

Responsible body: EirGrid 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The 70% System Non-Synchronous Penetration trial was successfully completed in March 
2021.   
 
EirGrid commenced the 75% System Non-Synchronous Penetration trial in April 2021 and, subject 
to wind availability and system conditions, the trial is expected to conclude in Q1 2022. 
 

 

 

Action 38 Facilitate very high penetration of variable renewable electricity by 2030 (both 
System Non-Synchronous Penetration and average) through system services and 
market arrangements 

Q2 2021 measure: Decision on high level design of enduring framework for competitive 
procurement of system services that support 2030 RES-E targets  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Complete 

Update: Single Electricity Market decision published March 2021. Please see: 
https://www.semcommittee.com/sites/semc/files/media-files/SEM-21-
021%20System%20Services%20Future%20Arrangements%20-%20Decision%20Paper%201.pdf 
  
Enduring fixed contract framework put in place to enable competitive procurement of necessary 
services by the Transmission System Operator. Additionally assessment framework for the 
development of short term markets put in place. 
 

 

https://www.eirgridgroup.com/how-the-grid-works/ds3-programme/
https://www.semcommittee.com/sites/semc/files/media-files/SEM-21-021%20System%20Services%20Future%20Arrangements%20-%20Decision%20Paper%201.pdf
https://www.semcommittee.com/sites/semc/files/media-files/SEM-21-021%20System%20Services%20Future%20Arrangements%20-%20Decision%20Paper%201.pdf
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Action 40 Develop an enabling framework for micro-generation which tackles existing 
barriers and establishes suitable supports within relevant market segments 

Q2 2021 measure: Analysis of consultation responses completed  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Summary report published at: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/0ada2-public-
consultation-on-a-micro-generation-support-scheme-mss-in-ireland/ 
 
There was widespread support for an export payment that reflects the fair market value of the 
electricity exported. There was particular concern, however, that the payback period of 15 years 
through export payments alone was too long to incentivise uptake. 
  
There was also widespread opposition to the proposal that access to the scheme would be subject 
to a property meeting a minimum post-works BER requirement, though this is a necessary measure 
in line with the energy efficiency first principle. 
  
Simplicity and ease of access were a priority among respondents across several of the questions 
asked, with many suggesting that a large administrative or bureaucratic burden would act as a 
significant disincentive to uptake of the scheme.  A periodic review process was proposed by 
several respondents to set targets and measure uptake of the scheme. 
 

 

 

Action 40 Develop an enabling framework for micro-generation which tackles existing 
barriers and establishes suitable supports within relevant market segments 

Q2 2021 measure: Functionality to enable smart services in place, subject to initial review. This 
will facilitate micro-generation  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Interim micro-generation solution, which will facilitate export payments to micro-
generators, is dependent on the transposition of Renewable Energy Directive II into Irish Law.  
 
A draft Statutory Instrument was submitted to the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel in June and 
intensive engagement on the transposition timeline continues. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/0ada2-public-consultation-on-a-micro-generation-support-scheme-mss-in-ireland/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/0ada2-public-consultation-on-a-micro-generation-support-scheme-mss-in-ireland/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/jec/renewable-energy-recast-2030-red-ii
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Action 41 Ensure Offshore Renewable Energy requirements are delivered in the Marine 
Planning and Development Management Bill 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete the pre legislative scrutiny phase in the Oireachtas  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Complete 

Update: The pre-legislative scrutiny report on the Bill was published in mid-February.  
Recommendations, where feasible, were incorporated into the legal text. 
 
Please see: https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/press-centre/press-releases/20210216-committee-on-
housing-local-government-and-heritage-launches-report-on-pre-legislative-scrutiny-of-general-
scheme-of-the-marine-planning-and-development-management-bill/ 
 

 

 

Action 41 Ensure Offshore Renewable Energy requirements are delivered in the Marine 
Planning and Development Management Bill 

Q2 2021 measure: Marine Planning and Development Management Bill enacted, which provides 
a comprehensive regulatory basis for development of offshore renewable energy  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The legal text of the Bill was approved by Cabinet on 29 May 2021 and will be initiated in 
the coming weeks. The Bill will progress to second stage early in the next Oireachtas term. DHLGH 
has been advised that the Bill will be afforded priority, however, timeframes for the passage of 
legislation are a matter for the Oireachtas and may be impacted by Covid-19 limitations. 
 

 

 

Action 42 Facilitate the development of offshore wind, including the connection of at least 
5GW of offshore wind, based on competitive auctions, to the grid by 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Development of a digital portal which allows the public and planners to 
interrogate the marine planning map of Ireland and the relevant policies on a sectoral basis  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The site for the digital portal, www.marineplan.ie , has been launched as a holding page. 
This provides a link to interim support tools such as the Marine Institute’s marine atlas.   
 
The digital portal is due for testing in August 2021 and launch towards the end of Q3 / beginning of 
Q4 2021. Delay is down to a number of factors including an increase in the amount of written 
content appearing on the tool as well as complexity and amount of data that has required more 
significant geographic information system related processing that anticipated.  
 

 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/press-centre/press-releases/20210216-committee-on-housing-local-government-and-heritage-launches-report-on-pre-legislative-scrutiny-of-general-scheme-of-the-marine-planning-and-development-management-bill/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/press-centre/press-releases/20210216-committee-on-housing-local-government-and-heritage-launches-report-on-pre-legislative-scrutiny-of-general-scheme-of-the-marine-planning-and-development-management-bill/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/press-centre/press-releases/20210216-committee-on-housing-local-government-and-heritage-launches-report-on-pre-legislative-scrutiny-of-general-scheme-of-the-marine-planning-and-development-management-bill/
http://www.marineplan.ie/
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Action 42 Facilitate the development of offshore wind, including the connection of at least 
5GW of offshore wind, based on competitive auctions, to the grid by 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Establish an Offshore Renewable Energy top team to identify supporting 
infrastructure development and supply chain opportunities as the offshore wind industry is 
established  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Enterprise Ireland offshore wind cluster, established in early 2019, comprises over 55 Irish 
supply chain companies. The cluster promotes communication and collaboration between cluster 
members and acts as the primary vehicle for interaction with the global offshore wind industry. 
 

 

 

Action 43 Development of ports and associated infrastructure to support offshore 
renewable energy targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Ensure alignment of the National Marine Planning Framework with the 
National Development Plan so that ports and associated infrastructure can develop and invest 
accordingly  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Complete 

Update: Marine Planning Policy and Legislation team engaged extensively with D/Transport and 
DECC on National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) Ports, Offshore Renewable Energy and 
Infrastructure policies to ensure NMPF alignment with both the National Planning Framework 
(NPF) and the National Development Plan (NDP). The NMPF and the NDP have coordinating text 
with regard to ports and associated infrastructure. 
 

 

 

Action 47 Develop a new Offshore Renewable Energy Development Plan (OREDP II) 

Q2 2021 measure: Establish an OREDP steering group, agree structure and terms and conditions 
of the project  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Work programme defined, consultations held with stakeholders, invitations to participate 
in the Steering Group in the process of being issued. 
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Action 48 Develop a Research, Development and Deployment Programme for the offshore 
renewable energy sector 

Q2 2021 measure: Set up a steering group to develop and co-ordinate Research, Development 
and Deployment programme for the offshore renewable energy sector  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: SEAI Research, Development and Deployment programme call closed in March 2021. 
Evaluation currently underway and awards expected in Q4 2021. Research group is DECC and SEAI.  
 
Details of Research requested, including dedicated offshore call, is at https://www.seai.ie/grants/ 
research-funding/research-development-and-demonstration-fund/SEAI-RDD-Call-Document.pdf 
 

 

 

Action 50 Launch of Renewable Energy joint venture between Coillte and ESB 

Q2 2021 measure: Approval of the joint venture  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The joint venture with the ESB is being established with the objective of delivering 1GW of 
renewable energy projects by 2030. This would imply capital expenditure of c. €1bn in delivering on 
the relevant projects. Coillte CGA was established as a private commercial company under the 
Forestry Act, 1988, under the aegis of the DAFM.  
 
DAFM's role is that of Corporate Governance oversight in relation to the undertaking of this joint 
venture by Coillte and ESB. Coillte must receive consent from the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine and given with the consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and reform before 
this venture is approved. This process is currently ongoing with discussions taking place to bring 
matters to a conclusion. 
 

 

 

Action 53 Develop an online climate action portal for enterprises with relevant tools and 
content (to include a carbon calculator, template action plan, signposting to 
relevant agency supports) 

Q2 2021 measure: Development of the portal, including user testing and roll out of the final 
online tools  

Responsible body: DETE 

Status: Delayed 

Update: It is expected that a prototype for testing will be available in the coming weeks and that 
the tool will be launched in Q3. 
 

 

https://www.seai.ie/grants/


 

44 

Action 55 Regulatory actions to facilitate decarbonisation of the Natural Gas Grid 

Q2 2021 measure: Ensure investment in the gas grid is in keeping with Ireland’s target for net 
zero emissions by 2050  

Responsible body: CRU 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Strategy Document was published on the CRU website on 30 June 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 60 Continue development of the National Standards Authority of Ireland programme 
to support climate action policy, expanding supports where possible across sectors 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake gap analysis of current standardisation activities around mitigation 
and adaptation, and in line with government policy and the Programme for Government 2020  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: A gap analysis on standardisation activities was undertaken by identifying linkages 
between Climate Action related commitments under the Programme for Government 2020 (and 
other policy documents delivered since), and NSAI Standards activities that support these 
commitments. 
 
Related sectors were identified and the sectoral leads in NSAI were consulted to determine where 
activities related to carbon abatement are already ongoing, and where there was potential to 
increase activities to support Programme for Government commitments. A detailed report is 
available on request. This will also be made available on the NSAI website, including a summary of 
key findings that is more digestible than the report. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
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Action 60 Continue development of the National Standards Authority of Ireland programme 
to support climate action policy, expanding supports where possible across sectors 

Q2 2021 measure: Facilitate consultation with key stakeholders to identify where deliverables or 
inputs to support government climate policy are possible and of value  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Consultation with key stakeholders was facilitated in two steps. Firstly, NSAI hosted a 
virtual meeting on 25 May 2021. This meeting was informative, and an opportunity to apprise 
stakeholders on standardisation activities around climate action at both a national and 
international level, including NSAI deliverables to date.  
 
Secondly, feedback was sought from stakeholders to identify where, they perceived, deliverables 
or inputs to support government climate policy were possible and of value. Responses from a 
questionnaire issued to key stakeholders where collected and data reviewed.  
 
As part of the same report referenced in 60b, key findings from the responses are highlighted and 
will be used to inform our Programme to support the Climate Action Plan 2021. 
 

 
 

Enterprise 
 

Action 62 Undertake analysis to determine the demand for, and nature of, the skills required 
to deliver on key elements of Ireland’s Climate Action Plan to Tackle Climate 
Breakdown over the years to 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake and complete the analysis  

Responsible body: EGFSN 

Status: Complete 

Update: Starting in December 2020, a detailed analysis was undertaken to determine the, nature 
of, and quantity of the skills needs required to meet targets set out in the Climate Action Plan to 
2019.  
 
This involved a comprehensive qualitative research exercise, involving 40 enterprises and 20 key 
informants across low carbon economy activities, as well as engagement with a further 70 
stakeholders from industry, the education and training sector and public sector, at two project 
workshops.  
 
Skills demand forecasts were also developed, quantifying the labour required to deliver on the 
Climate Action Plan commitments over the next decade. The analysis has been completed and sign 
off of the final report by Steering Group is expected in early Q3 with final approval by EGFSN and 
National Skills Council scheduled for late Q3. 
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Action 62 Undertake analysis to determine the demand for, and nature of, the skills required 
to deliver on key elements of Ireland’s Climate Action Plan to Tackle Climate 
Breakdown over the years to 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop a suite of recommendations that can be drawn upon to ensure that 
these future skills needs are fully addressed  

Responsible body: EGFSN 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The actions have been developed and will be published in the main report following final 
approval from the National Skills Council in Q4 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 65 Enterprise Ireland, through its Powering the Regions strategy, will support 
enterprise centres to recover from the Covid-19 pandemic and harness their 
potential to enable remote working, peer to peer learning and low-carbon 
solutions for businesses embedded in regional communities 

Q2 2021 measure: Put in place a dedicated team to deliver 10,000 co-working/incubation spaces 
and promote climate action to businesses in the enterprise centres, including awareness of the 
Enterprise emissions Hub  

Responsible body: EI 

Status: Complete 

Update: A manager has been appointed to develop and implement a Regional Remote Work 
Strategy for Enterprise, centred on the national co-working Infrastructure. The manager will work 
in collaboration with the wider EI Regions & Entrepreneurship division and Senior Leadership 
Team, to agree a plan which maximises the potential of enterprise centres and co-working hubs to 
drive recovery from the pandemic and bring a climate lens to interaction with companies using 
enterprise centres and hubs.   
 
Early activity also involves engagement with the wider stakeholder base and the DETE national 
remote work strategy team, in developing the approach. 
 

 

Action 66 Develop marketing material on Industrial Development Authority Ireland’s 
sustainability and green economy value proposition 

Q2 2021 measure: Marketing development plan to be completed  

Responsible body: IDA Ireland 

Status: Complete 

Update: Specific climate action information, including case studies and video content, has been 
developed. 
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Action 67 Develop, roll out and launch the National Green for Micro initiative to support 
micro-enterprises incorporate sustainable practices into the day-to-day running of 
their businesses and to assist them to transition to a Low Carbon Economy 

Q2 2021 measure: Finalise the national Green for Micro initiative 
  

Responsible body: EI 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Green for Micro programme was launched in March as part of National Enterprise 
Week. This programme is designed to provide small businesses with tailored expert advice on how 
to drive sustainability.  
 
Qualifying SMEs can access two days of intensive mentoring including a sustainability audit and 
action plan, designed to help "green" their business: https://www.localenterprise.ie/green. 
 

 

 

 

 

Action 68 Enterprise Ireland to develop and publish their new corporate strategy 2022-2025, 
including a focus on climate action and sustainability 

Q2 2021 measure: Establish a new Climate Action department in Enterprise Ireland  

Responsible body: EI 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Enterprise Ireland Climate Action Department has been established. An Acting 
Manager and team were assigned in 2020 to deliver the Climate Enterprise Action Fund launched in 
April 2021. Recruitment is under way to fill the six posts assigned to this Department.  
 
As part of Enterprise Ireland’s strategy development process, a Climate Change Strategy Group has 
commenced work to develop a set of strategic options for delivery of EIs 2030 ambition on climate 
action and the green economy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.localenterprise.ie/green
https://globalambition.ie/climate-enterprise-action-fund/
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Action 71 Expand the Small Business Innovation Research programme to build momentum in 
driving adoption of new and more sustainable technologies and business models 
across the public sector 

Q2 2021 measure: Launch calls for applications to identify public sector bodies with innovation 
challenges including greenhouse gas emissions reductions and support client companies to 
undertake a technical feasibility study to solve the problem and develop a prototype  

Responsible body: EI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Assessment is ongoing of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) programme's 
potential to incentivise more innovation challenge projects across the public sector. At this point, 
there are no SBIR calls scheduled for 2021. However, planning in respect of the structure of future 
SBIR calls is ongoing - including how best to incentivise more public sector bodies to identify 
climate-related challenges for pre-commercial procurement. 
 
A number of climate-related challenges from past calls are ongoing e.g. with the Environment 
Protection Agency entitled “Innovating a circular economy for soft plastic in Ireland” focused on 
reducing/eliminating soft plastic waste generated through the provision of school meals in Ireland. 
 

 

 

Built Environment 
 

Action 72 Publish the National Retrofit Plan 

Q2 2021 measure: Engage in National Development Plan review process in relation to retrofit  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Department has engaged with DPER in relation to the residential retrofit allocation 
under the NDP. The NDP has not yet been published. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/Research-Innovation/SBIR-Ireland/
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Action 73 Develop and implement Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland schemes and 
initiatives to support the achievement of our national retrofit targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop a marketing campaign aimed at educating the public on the multiple 
benefits of residential retrofit and associated technologies and encouraging uptake  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The campaign development is well advanced. Behavioural economics insights and 
qualitative and quantitative research have helped shape the strategy and messages.  
 
It is intended that the campaign will launch in September. It will comprise a mix of advertising, 
public relations, web, social media, virtual and live events, call centre and supply chain 
engagement. 
 

 

 

Action 73 Develop and implement Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland schemes and 
initiatives to support the achievement of our national retrofit targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake a retrofit market sentiment survey, to assist streamlining 
application process for public funding  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Retrofit Market Survey completed by B&A for SEAI tracking consumer sentiment with 
regards to energy upgrades. SEAI incorporating the learnings into the design of National Retrofit 
offerings. The research was undertaken and report was prepared for internal use in designing the 
new national retrofit offerings. As such, it is not intended to publish the survey. However, a  copy of 
the Report can be provided if required on the understanding that it is internal and not for 
publication. 
 

 

 

Action 73 Develop and implement Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland schemes and 
initiatives to support the achievement of our national retrofit targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop and launch a new Community Activation Scheme  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: SEAI in the final stages of design and consultation and with a planned launch in Q3 2021 
subject to necessary approvals. 
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Action 73 Develop and implement Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland schemes and 
initiatives to support the achievement of our national retrofit targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop and launch a new National Retrofit Scheme focused on achieving B2 
retrofits  

Responsible body: SEAI 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Scheme in design and consultation phase with the ambition of a launch in Q3 2021 subject 
to all appropriate approvals. 
 

 

 

Action 74 Introduce changes to improve how the Warmer Homes Scheme targets those in 
energy poverty 

Q2 2021 measure: Implement changes to improve how the Warmer Homes Scheme targets those 
in energy poverty  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Recommendations on changes to the scheme to improve targeting to be finalised shortly. 
 

 

 

Action 75 Ensure that appropriate structures are in place to drive delivery of our national 
retrofit targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop and resource the National Retrofit Delivery Office within the SEAI  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: The process to develop and resource the National Retrofit Delivery Office within the SEAI 
is progressing well. A steering group and Transition Leadership Team has been put in place to 
manage the transition. 24 additional staff positions have been prioritised and 15 have already been 
recruited as of June to help facilitate the significant scale up needed for the expanded retrofit 
function.   
 
A new directorship structure is also being implemented in the SEAI. Competitions for the Director 
roles have taken place and three directors have been recruited.  The Director responsible for 
National Retrofit Delivery will be announced shortly. 
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Action 78 Develop and introduce financing/funding options to support residential retrofit 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake research to better understand the retrofit financing needs of the 
market  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Choice modelling survey delayed on advice from consultants about the risk of Covid-19 
lockdown skewing consumer sentiment. Survey to launch at the start of July. New delivery deadline 
is end of Q3 2021 to ensure results help to inform the design of the retrofit low-cost loan scheme. 
 

 

 

Action 79 Decarbonise the Heat Sector (with a focus on Built Environment) 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop a District Heating Policy Framework  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Programme for Government has committed Ireland to a significant increase in the 
level of greenhouse gas emission reduction. The work that is underway in developing Climate 
Action Plan 2021 has identified district heating as a key measure that will be needed to support this 
increased ambition.  
 
In this context, the policy framework that is under development needs to be reviewed in order to 
ensure it is in keeping with the scale and pace of district heating development that is likely to be 
set out in Climate Action Plan 2021.  
 
It is therefore intended that the policy framework would be finalised and published after Climate 
Action Plan 2021 – including any targets related to district heating – is approved by Government. 
This is expected to take place in Q4 2021.  
 

 

 

Action 80 Support the delivery of district heating projects under the Climate Action Fund 

Q2 2021 measure: Commence the Dublin District Heating System project, supported by the 
Climate Action Fund, which will provide low carbon heat to businesses and homes in Dublin city  

Responsible body: Dublin City Council 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The financial model is completed. Dublin City Council are in the process of finalising the 
associated text for the initial business case report. The full report will be available in August. 
 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
https://climatejargonbuster.ie/kb/district-heating/
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Action 80 Support the delivery of district heating projects under the Climate Action Fund 

Q2 2021 measure: Continue to support delivery of the Tallaght District Heating Scheme, which is 
supported by the Climate Action Fund, and aimed at using waste heat from a Data Centre to heat 
surrounding buildings  

Responsible body: South Dublin County Council 

Status: Complete 

Update: Civil works to the pipeline commenced on Technological University Dublin campus on 17 
May 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 84 Publish a Standard Recommendation for the design, installation, commissioning 
and maintenance of heat pump systems in dwellings to support the phase out of 
conventional home heating systems 

Q2 2021 measure: Promotion of document  

Responsible body: NSAI 

Status: Complete 

Update: Promotion of the new Standard Recommendation for Heat pump systems in dwellings 
(S.R. 50-4:2021) kicked off immediately after publication. The flagship event was this years SEAI 
Energy Show 2021 where the document was promoted by SEAI and NSAI in an online video stream 
that was available during what was a largely virtual event due to Covid-19 restrictions.  
 
For the purposes of this step, promotion of the document is complete with all key stakeholders 
informed of the availability of the document.  
 
However, it is worth noting that this is an activity that will continue for the lifetime of the 
document, particularly as demand for heat pump systems in dwellings increases across the Irish 
housing market. Once take-up of the document increases NSAI will run informative webinars for 
stakeholders. This is common practice for many of our documents. 
 

 

 

Action 87 Skill-up current contractors/other industry players in deep retrofit, Nearly Zero 
Energy Building and new technology installations 

Q2 2021 measure: Bring total number of centres of excellence to support the national expansion 
of retrofit and Nearly Zero Energy Building (NZEB) courses for new and existing construction 
workers to 5 during 2021  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: Delayed 

Update: There are currently 2 retrofit centres of excellence (Waterford Wexford ETB, Laois Offaly 
ETB). Due to Covid-19, this will now increase to five (Cork, Limerick Clare, Mayo Sligo Leitrim ETBs) 
by year end. 
 

 

https://www.nsai.ie/about/news/new-heat-pump-standard/#:~:text=The%20Standard%20Recommendation%20(S.R.,maintenance%20of%20heat%20pump%20systems.
https://www.seai.ie/events/seai-energy-show/
https://www.seai.ie/events/seai-energy-show/
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Action 87 Skill-up current contractors/other industry players in deep retrofit, Nearly Zero 
Energy Building and new technology installations 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop Retrofit Standard/Guidance for traditionally built buildings (i.e. 
generally pre-1940 construction): launch public consultation  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: There has been a short delay to the commencement of the public consultation process 
which is now expected in July 2021.  The draft guidance document is currently at an advanced 
stage. 
 

 

 

Action 89 Enhance communications on Climate Agenda in schools sector with a particular 
focus on pilot deep energy retrofit projects delivered under Pathfinder Programme 
in partnership with the SEAI 

Q2 2021 measure: Individual areas of work/projects identified and showcased in national media  

Responsible body: D/Education 

Status: Complete 

Update: Press releases continue to be issued on a quarterly basis highlighting Pilot Deep Energy 
Retrofit Programme delivered in partnership with SEAI. Press release for Q2 2021 focussed on  Scoil 
Chuimsitheach Chiaráin, a post primary school in An Cheathru Rua, Galway which went from a C3  
to a B2 Building Energy Rating. 
 

 

 

Action 94 Review challenges associated with the availability of property (home and 
business) insurance, and possible responses to this issue 

Q2 2021 measure: Outline of possible response associated with the availability of home and 
business insurance  

Responsible body: D/Finance 

Status: Complete 

Update: In March, Ministers of State Fleming and O’Donovan held a meeting with Insurance Ireland 
to discuss the need to progress flood insurance coverage levels in demountable defended areas.  
In Q2, the Central Bank of Ireland released the results of its survey of insurers on the extent to 
which flood cover is provided under property insurance policies. These results are broadly in line 
with industry-level data and show that the majority of property insurance policies include flood 
cover, but in areas with demountable defences the level of flood cover is lower.  
 
In July, Minister Fleming, Minister McGrath met with flood insurance stakeholders. It was agreed 
that this issue will be tabled and discussed at the Cabinet Committee Sub Group on Insurance 
Reform going forward. 
 

https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2021-press-releases/PR21-07-07.html
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Transport 
 

Action 96 Conduct all-island strategic rail review 

Q2 2021 measure: Award contract  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Tender evaluation completed with letters of success/regret to issue week 1 July and 
formal award of Contract then. 
 

 

 

Action 98 Develop a policy pathway or roadmap to drive significant ramp-up in passenger 
EVs and electric van sales from very early in the next decade 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete work of group, bring proposals to the Minister and seek 
Government approval  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Electric Vehicle Policy Pathway Working Group Report approved by Minister; Memo for 
Government being prepared. 
 

 

 

Action 99 Launch a new grant scheme to assist in the purchase of alternatively fuelled heavy 
duty vehicles 

Q2 2021 measure: Invite applications for the grant  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: A press release was issued launching the Scheme and inviting applications on 15  March 
(Available from:  
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/4dbaf-minister-announces-hdv-grant-scheme-to-encourage-
companies-towards-zero-or-lower-carbon-emission-vans-trucks-and-buses/.  
 
National Heavy Duty Vehicle associations were contacted to inform them of the launch and a 
presentation was given to the Freight Transport Association Ireland Alternative Fuels Working 
Group Meeting on 29 April outlining the scheme.  
 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/4dbaf-minister-announces-hdv-grant-scheme-to-encourage-companies-towards-zero-or-lower-carbon-emission-vans-trucks-and-buses/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/4dbaf-minister-announces-hdv-grant-scheme-to-encourage-companies-towards-zero-or-lower-carbon-emission-vans-trucks-and-buses/
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Action 100 Support the transition to alternatively fuelled and zero-emission vehicles by 
removing the vehicle weight barrier 

Q2 2021 measure: Amend the Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 2003 
(S.I. No. 5 of 2003) to increase the maximum permissible weight for laden alternative fuel 
vehicles and zero-emission vehicles  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Consultation with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel has identified unforeseen 
legislative issues with the Road Traffic (Construction and Use) Regulations 2003, as amended, 
which will require additional provisions to be introduced into the existing legislative framework. 
 
To address this issue, a consolidated instrument is being drafted to revoke and replace the 2003 
Regulations, and is anticipated by the end Q3 2021. This consolidated instrument will additionally 
be used to increase the maximum permissible weights for low- and zero-emission vehicles. 
 

 

 

Action 104 Award a contract to support the replacement of 78,000 lights in the southwest 
region as part of the national public lighting energy efficiency project and progress 
remaining 202,000 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete the tender process and award contract  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Two tenders received for works contract. Draft tender evaluation report has been 
prepared. Sign-off required by project board. 
 
Supervision and project management of the contract to be undertaken by the award of consultancy 
contract for stage IV and V ( (supervision and monitoring/verification ). Cork County Council are 
forecasting that contracts should be awarded Q4 2021. Sign off required by project board. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2003/si/5/made/en/print
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Action 105 Introduction of variable speed limiting on M50 

Q2 2021 measure: Roll out infrastructure to provide for variable speed limits on the M50  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: Project delivery for M50 extent from Junction 3 to Junction 17 is on a phased basis over an 
18 – 24 months period. Initial phase to install the required signs and communications infrastructure 
between Junctions 4 (Ballymun)  and Junction 6 (N3) was completed in early July.  
 
Testing and commissioning of the system is ongoing in preparation for ‘Go live’ on that section in 
August/September 2021. Initially, Cautionary Speeds will be displayed to allow for system bedding-
in and public familiarisation with regulatory speeds to be used after this when legislation is in 
place. 
 

 

 

Action 106 Deliver a network of safe, segregated cycling facilities 

Q2 2021 measure: Implement increased personnel resourcing arrangements for implementation 
delivery  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: Minister Ryan wrote to the County and City Management Association in January 2021 
advising them of an allocation of 248 additional staff for local authorities and National Roads 
Offices around the country. The National Transport Authority (NTA) has since contacted each local 
authority separately to advise them of their individual staffing allocation.  
 
The recruitment process has commenced in all local authorities. The timeline for completion of the 
recruitment is dependent on a number of factors including the grade level of the vacancies, 
whether they will be filled through a temporary or permanent contract, and the availability of 
candidates for the roles being advertised.  
 
It is hoped that many of the vacancies will be filled by end 2021, with further clarity expected on 
this as the year progresses. 
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Action 109 Award framework contract and place first order for: full electric single deck bus 
fleet; and full electric double deck bus fleet as part of transition of urban bus 
services to zero emissions 

Q2 2021 measure: Execution of Framework Contract and Placement of first order - full electric 
single deck buses  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The NTA are awaiting confirmation of delivery timescales for the single-deck electric bus 
framework from the successful tenderer. Once these have been agreed, the contract is expected to 
be signed in Q3 2021. NTA to award double deck electric bus framework in Q4 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 110 Deliver first implementation phase of the new bus network of BusConnects Dublin 

Q2 2021 measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: Phase 1 of the new BusConnects (H-Spine) network launched on 27th June. Please see: 
https://busconnects.ie/news/nta-and-dublin-bus-launch-phase-one-of-new-busconnects-network-
for-dublin/ 
 

 

 

Action 111 Submit planning applications to An Bord Pleanala for Core Bus Corridor projects 
under BusConnects Dublin; the Cross City Link in Galway; the MetroLink Project; 
and the DART+ West Project 

Q2 2021 measure: Core Bus Corridor projects under BusConnects Dublin.  Completion of required 
statutory documentation  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: First tranche (6 schemes) to be submitted to An Bord Pleanala Q3/Q4 2021 (Subject to 
Government Approval of Preliminary Business Case and Compulsary Purchase Order referencing). 
The second tranche will be submitted to An Bord Pleanala Q4 2021/Q1 2022. 
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Action 111 Submit planning applications to An Bord Pleanala for Core Bus Corridor projects 
under BusConnects Dublin; the Cross City Link in Galway; the MetroLink Project; 
and the DART+ West Project 

Q2 2021 measure: Cross City Link in Galway. Completion of required statutory documentation  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Following feedback from last year’s Public Consultation, the scheme will be finalised and 
planning consent will be sought Q4 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 118 Add additional capacity to Luas network 

Q2 2021 measure: Completion of delivery of the overall order of 26 tram extensions  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: All 26 tram extensions in service since March 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 118 Add additional capacity to Luas network 

Q2 2021 measure: Delivery of additional 8 high capacity trams  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: All 8 trams in service since March 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 120 Increase Train Fleet Capacity 

Q2 2021 measure: Award Framework Contract for new electric and battery-electric train fleet  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Following closure of ‘Standstill’ period on 23 June, contract to be awarded pending 
approval of Preliminary Business Case in Q3 2021, with placing of initial order also in Q3 2021. 
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Action 121 Set out the planned level of biofuel use for the period 2021 to 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish updated Biofuels Policy Statement setting out the planned level of 
biofuel use from the end of 2021 to 2030  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The development of the policy statement for renewable fuels is at an advanced stage and 
will be aligned to the Climate Action Plan 2021 and the provisions of the recast Renewable Energy 
Directive (RED II).  
 
It is proposed to increase the national obligation rates for the Biofuels Obligation Scheme . The 
policy statement will include several other actions including transitioning the Biofuels Obligation 
Scheme from a volumetric basis to an energy basis. It is anticipated that the policy statement will 
be published in Q3 2021. Legislation will be required to implement some of the measures. 
 

 

 

 

Action 121 Set out the planned level of biofuel use for the period 2021 to 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Draft and implement legislation to transpose relevant Renewable Energy 
Directive (RED) II provisions  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Delayed 

Update: D/Transport is engaging with DECC as the lead Department on the transposition; work is at 
an advanced stage. DECC has advised that the draft of the Statutory Instrument  is currently with 
the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/jec/renewable-energy-recast-2030-red-ii
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/jec/renewable-energy-recast-2030-red-ii
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/91f03c-biofuels/
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Action 128 Undertake public consultation on proposals for an enhanced rural transport 
system under the Connecting Ireland Programme 

Q2 2021 measure: Input to Sustainable Rural Mobility policy and other relevant climate policy 
such as the Climate Action Plan 2021  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: The “Connecting Ireland Rural Mobility Plan” for all purposes is essentially the 
“Sustainable Rural Mobility Plan”. The National Transport Authority (NTA) have statutory 
responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger transport services nationally. They 
have now completed the first phase of consultation on its “Connecting Ireland Rural Mobility Plan” 
with all Local Authorities and are now engaging with Regional Authorities and other key 
stakeholders. This will be followed by a wider public consultation in Q3/Q4 2021 prior to 
finalisation of the proposals by the NTA and submission to the Department. 
 
Separate to the above, D/Transport has been undertaking a review of Sustainable Mobility Policy, 
which incorporates a review of public transport in rural areas. This review will provide a strategic 
backdrop to the increased investment planned across the sustainable mobility programme. The 
new Sustainable Mobility Policy framework will also provide the platform to advance the 
commitments in the Programme for Government and a range of other national strategies, including 
the Climate Action Plan. 
 

 

 

 

Action 130 All cities with a population exceeding 75,000 to produce a sustainable transport 
plan by no later than June 2021 for review by the National Transport Authority 
and D/Transport 

Q2 2021 measure: Finalise and publish sustainable transport plan for Limerick  

Responsible body: Local Authorities 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The draft Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy was published by the 
NTA in September 2020 and was open for public consultation for 8 weeks. The NTA intend to 
undertake a second round of consultation later this year on a revised draft strategy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/consultations/publication-of-the-draft-limerick-shannon-metropolitan-area-transport-strategy-2/
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Action 131 Review further linkages between accessibility and climate action 

Q2 2021 measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DCEDIY 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DCEDIY coordinates a Transport Working Group under the National Disability Inclusion 
Strategy to progress action 104 of the Strategy.  
 
Action 104 states: We will lead a review of transport supports encompassing all Government 
funded transport and mobility schemes for people with disabilities, to enhance the options for 
transport to work or employment supports for people with disabilities and will develop proposals 
for development of a coordinated plan for such provision. This plan will have regard to making the 
most efficient use of available transport resources.  
 
The group has met once in March 2020 and work was paused due to Covid-19. Progress is being 
made to reconvene the group. The Group includes representation from HSE, Revenue, DSP, 
D/Health, National Disability Authority, National Transport Authority, Department of Transport and 
members of the Disability Stakeholder Group. Terms of reference of the Group have not been 
finalised.  
 

 

 

Action 133 Survey and identify possible climate adaptation measures on the Regional and 
Local Road network 

Q2 2021 measure: Climate Action Regional Office Climate Adaptation Working Group to conduct 
scoping exercise  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Atlantic Seaboard South CARO completed the Project Scoping for climate adaptation of 
Regional & Local Roads in Q1 2021. 
  
The Project Final Report was approved by the County and City Management Association Climate 
Action, Transport and Networks Committee on 25 March 2021. 
 
The report is available to registered local authority staff and to other registered users via the portal 
at:  https://www.caro.ie/login?returnurl=%2flocal-authority-tools 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.caro.ie/login?returnurl=%2flocal-authority-tools
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Action 134 As part of the Sectoral Plan for Transport Climate Adaptation, commission a 
comprehensive study on how to assess the criticality of transport infrastructure 
and the dependencies and interdependencies of various sectoral infrastructure 
within a geographic region 

Q2 2021 measure: Agree scope of the study with the cross governmental Climate Adaptation 
Critical Infrastructure Working Group and commission study  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: Complete 

Update: The EPA, through their annual research call, has commissioned a national scoping study on 
critical infrastructure interdependencies with a view to a larger scale study (which will be co-
funded by D/Transport) in 2022.  
 
The study is at the evaluation stage, of which D/Transport is an evaluator, and is likely to 
commence in Q4 of this year. 
 

 

 

 

Agriculture 
 

Action 137 Implementation of the AgClimatise Roadmap 

Q2 2021 measure: Establish a number of expert consultative groups, as an initial step, to drive 
the implementation of the AgClimatise Roadmap  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: A number of engagements with existing groups took place in the first half of the year on a 
number of important topics such as reducing fertiliser use, changing fertiliser type, and producing 
more home-grown proteins. Groups included Dairy Sustainability Ireland, The Fertiliser Association 
of Ireland and the Teagasc led home protein group. The Signpost Farm Programme will also play a 
key role in implementing the actions of Ag Climatise.   
 
It has been decided to finalise the outcome of the Climate Action Plan 2021, and the required step 
up in ambition, before reviewing the process to implement Ag Climatise. Ultimately, many of 
assigned actions of the Climate Action Plan 2021 will focus on the implementation of Ag Climatise. 
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Action 138 Complete a review of the Teagasc Marginal Abatement Cost Curve, including an 
update 

Q2 2021 measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: As part of the discussion within the Agriculture and Land Use working group of the Climate 
Action Plan 2021 process, significant engagement took place with McKinsey and Company on 
mitigation measures that would increase ambition in the agriculture sector. No additional 
measures have been identified above and beyond those identified in the current Teagasc Marginal 
Abatement Cost Curve (MACC).  
 
This action is delayed and will be implemented as part of a future climate action plan, allowing 
scientific advancements to occur in the interim period. 
 

 

 

Action 140 Publication of the 2030 Agri-Food Strategy 

Q2 2021 measure: Finalise the work of the Agri- Food 2030 Committee  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The final meeting of the Agri-Food 2030 Stakeholder Committee was held on 2 July 2021. 
An Agri-Food Strategy to 2030 has been agreed, subject to some final drafting amendments. The 
Minister will bring the final Strategy to Government shortly, before its official launch. 
 

 

 

Action 140 Publication of the 2030 Agri-Food Strategy 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete the associated Strategic Environmental Assessment Process  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: In parallel with the work of the 2030 Stakeholder Committee has been the independent 
preparation of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) to 
determine the likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the Strategy.  
 
As part of this environmental assessment process, an eight-week public consultation was launched 
on 17 April to seek views on the SEA, the AA and the draft Strategy itself. This closed on 15 June 
2021. In parallel with the finalisation of the Strategy, which took account of the outcome of that 
consultation, the SEA and AA are being finalised and will be published shortly.  
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Action 140 Publication of the 2030 Agri-Food Strategy 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish the final Agri-Food 2030 Strategy  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The final meeting of the Agri-Food 2030 Stakeholder Committee was held on 2 July 2021. 
An Agri-Food Strategy to 2030 has been agreed, subject to some final drafting amendments. The 
Minister will bring the final Strategy to Government shortly, before an official launch. 
 

 

Action 142 Launch a pilot scheme on results-based agri-environment measures 

Q2 2021 measure: Launch a pilot scheme that will trial a results-based scoring and payment 
system with suitable measures at farm level with a view to identifying upscaling potential for use 
at a national level  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Results-based, Agri-Environment Pilot project was launched on 21 April 2021. A 
significant number of applications, over 10,500, were received for the project. Approvals have now 
issued to over 4,920 participants.  
 
The project has now been rolled out and implementation is ongoing. Please see: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/64388-results-based-environment-agri-pilot-programme-reap/. 
 

 

 

Action 143 Launch a pilot scheme on carbon sequestration in tillage soils 

Q2 2021 measure: Introduce a Straw Chopping pilot scheme for farmers to chop straw from 
eligible crops, spread evenly and incorporate into soil as soon as possible post-harvest  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The pilot Straw Incorporation Measure has been developed and launched by Minister 
McConalogue in March 2021. At closing date for applications on the 17 May 2021 there were 1957 
applications received with 38,668ha in the Measure, with an estimated spend of €8.9m out of a 
budget allocation of €10m.  
 
Following a number of amendments/withdrawals to applications the current estimated spend is 
€8.56m with 1894 applications for 37,309ha in the Measure. Inspections will commence in early 
July and payments are scheduled for December 2021. 
 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/64388-results-based-environment-agri-pilot-programme-reap/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/26a9b-minister-mcconalogue-opens-the-10m-straw-incorporation-measure/
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Action 149 Conclude review of the Nitrates Action Programme 

Q2 2021 measure: Launch a subsequent consultation following analysis of the submissions and 
further development of proposed measures  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The second consultation has been delayed by a couple of weeks and will launch in early 
July. The submissions from the first consultation have been analysed and the consultation 
documents are in preparation.  
 

 

 

Action 151 Adopt the new EU Fertiliser Product regulation to allow a more resource efficient 
use of nutrients, which has the beneficial effect of reducing the amount of 
fertilisers used and hence their environmental impact 

Q2 2021 measure: Put in place the necessary procedure for conformity assessment requirements, 
including procedures to be developed for the appointment, notification and monitoring of a 
notified body  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The procedure for the appointment of a Notified Body under Regulation (EU) 2019/1009 
on EU Fertilising Products is completed and attached. It is published at gov.ie - Trade, Imports & 
Exports: Fertilisers and Limestone and notified to the Commission at EUROPA - European 
Commission - Growth - Regulatory policy - NANDO  

 

 

Action 154 Commencement of audits against the Sustainable Poultry Products Assurance 
Scheme, replacing the Poultry Products Quality Assurance Scheme 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete Sustainable Poultry Products Assurance Scheme audits on 75% of 
Poultry Breeding Farms  

Responsible body: Bord Bia 

Status: Delayed 

Update: There are currently 17 Breeder Layers and Breeder Rearers’ sites, and two hatcheries 
certified to the Sustainable Poultry Products Assurance Scheme.  The rollout of the Standard to 
poultry producers was postponed due to Covid-19 Restrictions and the avian flu outbreak.   
The main rollout of the Sustainable Poultry Products Assurance Scheme, including the use of on-
site audits, is set for 1 September 2021.   
 
However, this action is contingent on the continued decrease in government restrictions in relation 
to Covid-19 and the control of possible outbreak of infectious laryngotracheitis in Poultry. Field 
officers have already completed training on the new standard and on-line training has been 
developed and made available for producers.   
 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/30b1d-trade-imports-exports-fertilisers-and-limestone/#eu-fertiliser-products-regulation-fpr-eu-no-20191009
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/30b1d-trade-imports-exports-fertilisers-and-limestone/#eu-fertiliser-products-regulation-fpr-eu-no-20191009
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=na.detail&na_id=256635
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/nando/index.cfm?fuseaction=na.detail&na_id=256635
https://www.bordbia.ie/farmers-growers/get-involved/become-quality-assured/poultry-products-quality-assurance-scheme-ppqas/
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Action 155 Develop and Implement Bioeconomy work programme in support of the use of 
sustainable, renewable biological resources to displace fossil fuels for chemical, 
material and energy purposes 

Q2 2021 measure: Appoint Chair, confirm work programme and invite members for National 
Bioeconomy Forum  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Chair has been appointed. The members have been invited for National Bioeconomy 
Forum and have accepted.  The draft work programme will be presented to the forum in the first 
meeting for confirmation in July 2021. 
 

 

 

 

Action 157 Continuity of Agri-Environment Supports in Rural Development Programme for 
2021 

Q2 2021 measure: Amendment to the Rural Development Programme (RDP) to allow for ongoing 
support for agrienvironment schemes in the RDP in 2021 including Green, Low-Carbon, 
AgriEnvironment Scheme, Organic Farming Scheme, Beef Data & Genomics Programme, Burren 
Programme and Areas of Natural Constraints and investments 

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The 10th amendment to the Rural Development Programme which provides for the 
ongoing support for the schemes referenced has now been approved. 
 
Extensions were offered to 191 participants in the Burren Programme to allow for ongoing support 
until end 2021. 187 of these accepted the offer of additional support. 
 
Extensions to their contracts were offered to 1467 participants in the Organic Farming Scheme 
(OFS) following the amendment to the RDP to allow for ongoing support for the OFS during 2021. 
1394 farmers accepted the one-year extension until 31 December 2021.    
 
Beef Data & Genomics Programme  1 was rolled over into 2021 for 1 year. There are approximately 
18,500 BDGP 1 beneficiaries within the scheme.  
 
Areas Facing Natural Constraints was continued in 2021, with an annual budget of €250m and, 
following a redesignation of land eligible under the scheme ahead of the 2019 scheme year, pays 
approximately 100,000 farmers annually. 
 
The level of uptake of 95% (33.5k farmers) by GLAS Tranche 1 and 2 participants to a one-year 
extension of their contracts to 31 December 2021 ensures that the environmental dividends being 
delivered by GLAS participants continue during 2021. 
 
Investment via the Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS) continues to be hugely 
successful and 100% of qualified applications submitted under tranche 21 have been approved. 
 

 

http://www.irishbioeconomy.ie/
http://www.irishbioeconomy.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/6606a-rural-development-programme-rdp-2014-2020/
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Action 158 Establish exemplar network of SignPost Farms to demonstrate best climate 
practice 

Q2 2021 measure: Identify suitable demonstration farmers as exemplars for all Irish Farmers  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: A cohort of Signpost demonstration farmers have been identified during Q2 2021 covering 
all mainland-based enterprises.  To date, 99 Signpost demonstration farmers have been identified. 
A limited number of additional demonstration farms may be added as the programme progresses 
if, for example, new partners are added.  
                                                 
All six Agriculture College Farms are also enrolled as Signpost Farms.  Details of the farmers 
identified are available on the Teagasc website or here. Work is now commencing with these 
farmers to create Farm Sustainability Plans and to establish monitoring systems to track progress 
over time. 
 

 

 

Action 159 Training of farm advisors to support farmers in the implementation of climate 
mitigation practices at farm-level 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop and roll-out a Training of Farm Advisors Programme to 400 public and 
private advisors in 2021 to upskill in key areas such as climate change, health and safety, 
biodiversity, and soil and water challenges  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: There is work ongoing on a call for tender for developing of a Training of Farm Advisors 
Programme which will be rolled out later this year. 
 

 

 

Action 160 Roll-out of advisory and education services to farmers 

Q2 2021 measure: Promotion of efficiency technologies related to Climate Action through the 
ongoing education and promotion of farm technologies and practice change for farmers and rural 
professionals utilising Teagasc ConnectEd  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: Technologies related to Climate Action continue to be promoted through advisory and 
education programmes. For example, the Signpost Series of Sustainable Agriculture webinars, 
delivered as part of the Teagasc ConnectEd programme, including 8 webinars specifically 
addressing climate related topics in Q2 2021. Please see: https://www.teagasc.ie/corporate-
events/sustainable-agriculture-webinars/. 
 

 

https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/climate-change--air-quality/signpost-programme/demonstration-farmers-/
https://www.teagasc.ie/corporate-events/sustainable-agriculture-webinars/
https://www.teagasc.ie/corporate-events/sustainable-agriculture-webinars/


 

68 

Action 165 Commence Land Use Review: complete Phase 1 Evidential Review, in line with the 
Programme for Government 2020 

Q2 2021 measure: Establish Steering Group to define objectives and scope of the review as well 
as the work programme - to be co-chaired by DECC and DAFM 

Responsible body: DECC 

Status:  Delayed 

Update:  The EPA through their National Land Evidence Forum have commenced work for the first 
phase of this project, which is based upon an evidential review. The Steering Committee has since 
been established and this action will be completed in Q3 2021. 
 

 

 

 

Forestry, Peatlands and Land Use 
 

Action 166 Roll-out the European Innovation Partnerships Initiative on rewetting of farmed 
peatlands 

Q2 2021 measure: European Innovation Partnerships to be established and monitored  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Following an Open Call under the European Innovation Partnerships Initiative, two 
projects were selected which will focus on finding better ways to manage on-farm drained peat 
soils in the Midlands.  
 
The two projects, which secured €2.2 million between them, have now been established and will 
be monitored over 2021 and 2022. 
 
Please see: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/23836-minister-hackett-announces-22-million-
funding-for-peatlands-projects/# 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/23836-minister-hackett-announces-22-million-funding-for-peatlands-projects/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/23836-minister-hackett-announces-22-million-funding-for-peatlands-projects/
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Action 167 Promotion of forestry activity 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop a call for proposals for 2021-2022 to promote the socio, economic 
and environmental benefits of forestry  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: DAFM have launched a call for proposals for the promotion of forestry. The promotional 
call was launched in April 2021 and 61 applications received. These applications are now in the 
process of evaluation and offers will be made in July 2021.  
 
In order to encourage farmers and other landowners to plant and to raise the profile of forestry as 
a public good and a commercially viable enterprise, DAFM invited applications for funding for 
projects which support and highlight forestry under the four following themes: 

• Support and highlight the environmental benefits of woodlands. 

• Support and highlight the benefits of woodlands, focussing on farmers, and/or community 
engagement and/or general wellness. 

• Support and highlight productive forestry and timber products, in the context of climate 
action and the bioeconomy. 

• Support and highlight sustainable forest management among forest owners (targeted at 
organisations already active in this area with established programmes in operation). 

 
This competitive process was open to all and was launched on 26 April 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 168 Research and development in forestry 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake trials with consortium  

Responsible body: Coillte 

Status: Complete 

Update: The trial is in place with SeaMeGrow on bio-stimulants on forest plants in nurseries and in 
the field. Early observation of plants has not shown any significant results. Results may not be fully 
observable until 2022.  
 
Development of trials to test bio-pesticides are ongoing with SeaMeGrow and Waterford Institute 
of Technology , which involves reviewing data to establish when is optimum time to undertake this 
study and how to resource within the Insitute. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/87bb6-open-call-for-proposals-for-woodland-support-projects-for-20212022-specification-and-application-form/
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Action 169 Improve and refine the national soil mapping information 

Q2 2021 measure: Initiate a research project titled “A Modern Resurvey of Mapped Irish 
Peatlands to Refine Assessment of Land Use Change and Progress Greenhouse Gas Removal and 
Emissions Inventories” to investigate historic peatland maps to provide accurate information  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: DAFM have awarded the contract for this research project. Funding of €500,000 has been 
allocated for this project, co-funded by the EPA. Further details will be made available in July. 
 

 

 

Action 171 Prepare a new forestry strategy 

Q2 2021 measure: Establish a working group to prepare a new forest strategy for the period 
2021-2050 and Forestry Programme for the period 2021-2027  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Project Woodland has established four working groups to work on a number of thematic 
areas. One of these groups primary purpose is to develop a new Forest Strategy. The group has met 
on 6 occasions and has developed a number of draft papers which will help inform a wider public 
engagement and consultation process that will take place later in 2021. 
  
The new Forestry Strategy will inform the next Forestry Programme which must be in place by 1 
January 2023.  The Forest Strategy will be published in mid 2022. 
 

 

 

Action 174 Assess the impact of forest carbon stocks, sinks and stores within the Land Use, 
Land-use Change and Forestry sector and model impacts of different forest 
management and afforestation scenarios 

Q2 2021 measure: Model carbon balances based on a range of afforestation scenarios  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: DAFM have now modelled the impact of different afforestation rates on accountable 
emissions under the Effort Sharing Regulation. The modelling exercise takes into account the 
existing forests planted within the last 30 years and the impact of different afforestation rates each 
year out to 2030 and 2050.  
 
The model generates a report based on different afforestation rates entered and the amounts of 
broadleaves and conifers proposed for planting. 
 

 

https://climatejargonbuster.ie/kb/effort-sharing-regulation/
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Action 174 Assess the impact of forest carbon stocks, sinks and stores within the Land Use, 
Land-use Change and Forestry sector and model impacts of different forest 
management and afforestation scenarios 

Q2 2021 measure: Model impact of different management scenarios  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: DAFM have now reviewed a range of different management scenarios and these scenarios 
are being included in the model used to generate potential carbon sequestration and emissions.   
In Q3, the enhanced model will be developed further to run bespoke queries based on the data 
available. 
 

 

 

Action 175 Deliver the full Land Use, Land-use Change and Forestry flexibility available to 
Ireland in the context of the 2030 greenhouse gas emissions targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Engage with Bord na Móna and National Parks and Wildlife Service to explore 
synergies in the implementation of rewetting peat soils  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Engagement with Bord na Mona and National Parks and Wildlife services to explore 
synergies in the implementation of the rewetting of peat soils continued throughout Q2 2021. This 
engagement is both in the context of the discussions around Climate Action Plan 2021 and the 
delivery of the LULUCF (Land-use, Land-use change and forestry) flexibility of 5.6% as part of the 
Effort Sharing Regulation. Building on this engagement it is anticipated that there will be continued 
collaboration throughout 2021 as the Climate Action Plan 2021 is agreed and implemented. 
 

 

 

Action 175 Deliver the full Land Use, Land-use Change and Forestry flexibility available to 
Ireland in the context of the 2030 greenhouse gas emissions targets 

Q2 2021 measure: Provide funding to the LIFE IP Peatlands and People - Ireland’s Climate Action 
Catalyst  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The LIFE IP Peatlands and People project was publicly launched on World Wetlands Day in 
February 2021. DAFM are part of the project consortium and are also a co-funder and formal 
contributor to the project. Flyer with further information can be found at: 
https://peatlandsandpeople.ie/partners/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine. 
  
The project partners are meeting in July 2021 to discuss and plan the project’s stakeholder 
engagement activities which will be supported using the committed DAFM cofounding for this 
project.  
 

 

https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
https://peatlandsandpeople.ie/partners/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine
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Action 176 Assess the potential opportunities and demand for developing advanced bio-
products development (bio-fuels and chemicals) from lignocellulose in Ireland 

Q2 2021 measure: Prepare and publish white paper  

Responsible body: Coillte 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Scoping of this project to understand the market requirements for bio-oil in Ireland took 
longer than anticipated, due in part to resource constraints in University of Limerick to support the 
project.  
 
A draft proposal has now been published and is being reviewed by Enterprise Ireland. 
 

 

 

Action 177 Explore and identify opportunities to increase afforestation 

Q2 2021 measure: Submit consent for phase 1(a) of the native woodland planting on the Bord 
naMona cut over bogs  

Responsible body: Coillte 

Status: Complete 

Update: The consent for phase 1(a) of native woodland planting on Bord na Mona cut over bogs 
was submitted to DAFM on 11 May 2021. 
 

1 

 

 

Action 182 Further support for new/enhanced European Innovation Partnership measures 

Q2 2021 measure: Build on successful European Innovation Partnership measures to support 
additional tasks and extend to directly fund small-scale community and farmer engagement and 
biodiversity initiatives  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: Following a Call for Proposals in February/March 2021 for locally-led small scale farm and 
community biodiversity initiatives, a total of 24 groups were selected in May 2021 to implement 
their projects over the next 18 months with a budget of €3m.  
 
Please see: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1db13-minister-hackett-announces-the-results-
of-call-for-new-locally-led-farm-and-community-biodiversity-initiatives/. 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1db13-minister-hackett-announces-the-results-of-call-for-new-locally-led-farm-and-community-biodiversity-initiatives/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1db13-minister-hackett-announces-the-results-of-call-for-new-locally-led-farm-and-community-biodiversity-initiatives/
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Action 185 Establishment of the National Agricultural Soil Carbon Observatory in 
association with the Signpost Farm Programme 

Q2 2021 measure: Identify sites and install carbon towers and other infrastructure for establishing 
the measurement of carbon in Irish soils, quantifying carbon sequestration in Irish soils and 
understanding how it is affected by changes in management practice  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The site selection of sites for the National Agricultural Soil Carbon Observatory is currently 
being finalised. The sites will include research sites, signpost farms and peat rewetting European 
Innovation Partnerships projects. The site selection process is summarised in the schematic below. 
A list of candidate sites is currently being modelled to finalise the site selection process.  A report on 
the recommended sites for selection is being prepared for DAFM.  
 
 

 
 
 
The installation of sites will start in Q4 2021. The technical staff, funded through the SFI centre 
Vistamilk, are currently being recruited and are expected to being in August 2021. The new 
technical staff need to be trained before the installation process can begin.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vistamilk.ie/
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Action 185 Establishment of the National Agricultural Soil Carbon Observatory in association 
with the Signpost Farm Programme 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete the first year of field work to evaluate the carbon sequestration 
potential of hedgerows and small farm woodlands and to identify measures to further enhance 
this carbon sink  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The first year of field work was completed in Spring 2021. The samples taken during the 
field campaign are currently being analysed in the laboratory. The results will be used to inform site 
selection for the second field sampling campaign from Q3 2021 to Q1 2022. 
 

 

 

Action 185 Establishment of the National Agricultural Soil Carbon Observatory in association 
with the Signpost Farm Programme 

Q2 2021 measure: Commence international collaboration on soil carbon sequestration through 
the European Joint Programme Soils projects  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: Teagasc in involved in 4 EU projects (commencing in February & March 2021) funded 
under European Joint Programme for Soil (European Joint Programm SOIL) which focus on different 
aspects of C sequestration and sustainable management of soils: 

• CARBOSEQ – Soil organic carbon sequestration potential of agricultural soils in Europe (48 
month research project) Project partners: Irealnd (Teagasc Johnstown Castle), Austria,  
Belgium, Germany, Denmark, France, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Netherlands, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom.    

• INSURE - Indicators for successful GHG mitigation by rewetting cultivated peat soils (36 
month research project). Project partners: Irealnd (Teagasc Johnstown Castle), Denmark, 
Finland, Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland.  

• I-SOMPE - Innovative soil management practices in Europe (12 month stock-take research 
project). 

• SIREN - Stocktaking for agricultural soil quality and ecosystem services indicators and their 
reference values (12 month stock-take research project). 

 
Another project currently being prepared for submission to the external European Joint 
Programme SOIL call. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ejpsoil.eu/research-projects/carboseq/
https://ejpsoil.eu/research-projects/carboseq/
https://isompe.gitlab.io/blog/about/
https://www.iniav.pt/projetos/siren
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Action 185 Establishment of the National Agricultural Soil Carbon Observatory in association 
with the Signpost Farm Programme 

Q2 2021 measure: Commence a new study measuring the effects of re-wetting and seasonal 
water table management on greenhouse gas (CO2, CH4 and N2O) emissions from peat soils  

Responsible body: Teagasc 

Status: Complete 

Update: The research project has begun and peat soil lysimeters have been established with 
different water tables. The greenhouse gas emissions are being quantified. 
 

 

 

Action 186 Protect and monitor the forest estate for pest and disease in order to maintain 
carbon stocks and stores 

Q2 2021 measure: Implementation of risk based monitoring and inspection regime on plant and 
wood imports/ exports  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Forestry Inspectorate implements the provisions of the Directive relating to timber, 
wood packaging material (pallets, crates, etc.), forest plants, Christmas trees and other forest 
products and surveys the national forest estate for quarantine forest pests and diseases.  
 
Ireland has Protected Zone status for 13 harmful organisms present in other EU Member States but 
not present here. In accordance with Commission Regulation EC No 690/2008 to justify Ireland’s 
Protected Zone status, the Forestry Inspectorate conducts annual national forest surveys and 
submits reports annually to the European Commission.  
 
Ireland's forests continue in general have an overall favourable status in terms of plant health 
which is important in maintain carbon stocks and stores. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32008R0690&from=EN
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Marine 
 

Action 188 Conduct a baseline study to monitor the essential variables of climate importance 
in Irish Waters 

Q2 2021 measure: Conduct a baseline study of essential ocean variable monitoring in Irish 
waters, current measurement programmes and data quality  

Responsible body: Marine Institute 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The Marine Institute has conducted the analysis required to produce this study. The 
compilation and formatting of the report is complete, and it is anticipated that it will be finalised in 
Q3 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 189 Develop fluvial (river) flooding capability in the context of increased flooding risk 
related to climate change 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop a national and catchment fluvial model for Ireland  

Responsible body: DHLGH 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Currently we have 32 of the 36 fluvial catchment models built with the Hydrological 
Predictions for the Environment hydrological model. 
 
The 4 remaining catchments are cross-boundary and we are waiting to receive the required 
hydrometric data from our colleagues in the Department for Infrastructure Rivers, Northern Ireland 
as well as soil data from the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute in Northern Ireland. Once this data 
is obtained we can build the final 4 catchment models. 
 
It is expected that these models will be built shortly, at the start of Q3 2021. At that point we will 
have developed a National and a Catchment fluvial flood forecasting system for Ireland. 
 
Once the models will be built they will be integrated into the Flood Early Warning System system. 
This will allow all data sources to be in integrated and allow the forecast models to be scheduled. 
The aim is to have this operational in Q4 2021.   
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Action 190 Develop a demonstration natural capital accounts model for the Seafood Sector 

Q2 2021 measure: External consultant and Bord Iascaigh Mhara will engage in stakeholder and 
steering board consultation in support of account design  

Responsible body: Bord Iascaigh Mhara 

Status: Complete 

Update: Bord Iascaigh Mhara and external consultants have engaged with industry stakeholders 
and steering board members to support the design of natural capital accounts for the Seafood 
Sector. This is a positive step to gaining a deeper understanding of the value and importance of 
natural marine ecosystems and the economic value of the diverse range of goods and services that 
they supply.   
 
The consultation took the form of a case assessment with Steering Group and a presentation with 
Q&A at CLAMS (Co-ordinated Local Aquaculture Management Systems) meeting. 
 

 

 

Action 190 Develop a demonstration natural capital accounts model for the Seafood Sector 

Q2 2021 measure: External Consultant will compile supporting dataset for account preparation  

Responsible body: Bord Iascaigh Mhara 

Status: Complete 

Update: The collation of supporting datasets for account preparation has been initiated to facilitate 
the progression of this action. This project is multifaceted and involves the identification and 
collation of a diverse array of datasets through consultation and collaboration with a range of 
stakeholders.  
 
Relevant datasets will continue to be identified and collated throughout 2021 to feed into the 
preparation and delivery of the reports in Q4 2021. 
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Action 191 Develop online tools for resource use efficiency by Seafood Processors 

Q2 2021 measure: Development of online tools (packaging assessment tool, waste optimisation 
tool, rainwater harvesting prediction model) and case studies on resource efficiency  

Responsible body: Bord Iascaigh Mhara 

Status: Complete 

Update: A range of sustainability tools have been developed to help companies identify key 
opportunities around sustainable packaging, food waste management and rainwater harvesting. 
The Sustainability Toolkit went live on Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) website on 30 June 2021.  
 
The toolkit was promoted through BIM online platforms and BIM will continue to promote it 
through various communications channels over the course of the year. 
 

 

 

Action 191 Develop online tools for resource use efficiency by Seafood Processors 

Q2 2021 measure: Initiation of a quarterly newsletters to support engagement  

Responsible body: Bord Iascaigh Mhara 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Communicating the developments around sustainability to the industry and signposting to 
key resources will increase awareness around this important issue and facilitate the adoption of 
novel green technologies across the seafood sector. The newsletter will act as a key 
communications channel for the dissemination of toolkit materials developed for the sector.  
 
The newsletter will be distributed in Q3. Toolkit materials will be promoted through BIM's social 
media channels in early July 2021. 
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Waste and the Circular Economy 
 

Action 195 Develop a policy statement on mineral exploration and mining that supports the 
sustainable supply of minerals required to transition  to a climate neutral 
economy , particularly for renewable energy, energy storage (batteries), the move 
to a digital economy and electrifying the transport system 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake SEA/AA (if required)  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Screening for SEA and AA completed. Determined that SEA and AA are required for the 
emerging draft policy statement on mineral exploration and mining. 
 
Pleas see: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c4fc1-determinations-for-emerging-draft-policy-
statement-on-mineral-exploration-and-mining/.  
 
Environmental Report and draft Natura Impact Statement due to be completed by end July 2021. 
 

 

Action 195 Develop a policy statement on mineral exploration and mining that supports the 
sustainable supply of minerals required to transition  to a climate neutral 
economy , particularly for renewable energy, energy storage (batteries), the move 
to a digital economy and electrifying the transport system 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish policy statement on mineral exploration and mining for public 
consultation  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The procurement of services for SEA / AA of the mineral policy statement has caused a 
slight delay. However, the draft policy statement on mineral exploration and mining is expected to 
be published for public consultation by end July 2021. 
 

 

Action 196 Develop a policy and regulatory framework for geothermal energy to support its 
use as a secure, environmentally sustainable and cost-effective source of 
renewable energy 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake SEA/AA screening  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Request for Tenders for undertaking SEA/AA has been issued and tenders are being 
evaluated. Overall target of publishing draft policy statement on Geothermal Exploration still on 
track for Q4 2021. 
 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c4fc1-determinations-for-emerging-draft-policy-statement-on-mineral-exploration-and-mining/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c4fc1-determinations-for-emerging-draft-policy-statement-on-mineral-exploration-and-mining/
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Action 196 Develop a policy and regulatory framework for geothermal energy to support its 
use as a secure, environmentally sustainable and cost-effective source of 
renewable energy 

Q2 2021 measure: Undertake SEA/AA (if required)  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Draft policy statement on Geothermal Exploration being developed in tandem (if required) 
with draft Environmental Report (SEA) and draft Natura Impact Statement (AA). All three (if 
required) documents on target for publication for public consultation in Q4. 
 

 

 

Action 197 Amend the policy statement on petroleum, exploration and production and 
amend legislation to copper fasten the Programme for Government 2020 
commitment on petroleum and gas exploration and extraction 

Q2 2021 measure: Prepare supporting legislation to give effect to Programme for Government 
commitment  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Legislation to give effect to the Programme for Government commitment on petroleum 
was introduced and approved by the Dáil at Committee Stage of the Climate Action and Low 
Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill on 9 June, 2021.  
 
It is expected that the Bill will complete its passage through the Houses of the Oireachtas by 14 July 
2021. 
 

 

 

Action 197 Amend the policy statement on petroleum, exploration and production and 
amend legislation to copper fasten the Programme for Government 2020 
commitment on petroleum and gas exploration and extraction 

Q2 2021 measure: Finalise policy statement on petroleum and gas exploration and production 
activities as part of Ireland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Economy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: It was always intended that finalising the policy would follow once the petroleum 
legislation to give effect to the Programme for Government commitment (through the Climate 
Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill) was enacted, and this continues to be the 
case.  
 
The legislative process is expected to be completed by 14 July 2021. The update of the policy will 
follow in Q3. 
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Action 198 Strengthen the regulatory and enforcement frameworks for the waste collection 
and management system, to maximise circular economy principles 

Q2 2021 measure: Establishment of a working group to develop national end-of-waste 
applications for identified priority waste streams  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Working Group has been established and initial meeting held. The group consists of a 
range of private and public sector stakeholders, including interested companies, policy makers, and 
regulatory authorities, and held its initial meeting in March 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 200 Publish a whole-of-Government Circular Economy Strategy and promote the 
Circular Economy including focus on awareness raising, Green Public Procurement 
and international partnerships 

Q2 2021 measure: Work will commence to establish a national Circular Economy Platform  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Scoping work on the Circular Economy Platform has commenced. Note delivery date for 
completion of this work is Q1 2022. 
 

 

 

Action 201 Develop a Food Waste Prevention Roadmap that sets out a series of actions to 
deliver the reductions necessary to halve our food waste by 2030 and promote our 
transition to a circular economy 

Q2 2021 measure: Draft a Food Waste Prevention Roadmap for stakeholder review that will help 
put Ireland on the right trajectory to meeting its SDG goal of halving food waste by 2030  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Draft of the Food Waste Prevention roadmap has been prepared which will be used for 
consultation with key stakeholders in Q3.  
 
General Scheme of the Circular Economy Bill 2021 was published on 15 June 2021 which includes a 
Head to place the National Food Waste Prevention Roadmap on a statutory footing. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/89838-circular-economy-bill-2021/
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Action 204 New and expanded environmental levies to encourage reduced resource 
consumption and incentivise higher levels of re-use and recycling 

Q2 2021 measure: Expansion of the plastic bag levy to medium weight plastic bags and increase 
to 25c  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Relevant changes are now being made via primary legislation in the Circular Economy Bill. 
Government approval for general scheme of Bill received in Q2 2021. 
 

 

 

 

Ireland’s International Action on Climate Breakdown 
 

Action 207 Promote the development of the sustainable finance sector internationally 

Q2 2021 measure: Engagement on the sustainable finance agenda at EU and international level, 
including through the work programme of the Coalition of Finance Ministers for Climate Action  

Responsible body: D/Finance 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Department of Finance continues to engage at EU level on sustainable finance 
developments. An agreement on the EU Green Taxonomy delegated acts for mitigation and 
adaptation has been reached with the two delegated acts now going forward for voting in Council. 
  
An initial draft of the Renewed Sustainable Finance Strategy is expected early in Q3 and 
engagement with the European Commission and relevant industry and stakeholders will be 
undertaken with Irish priorities set out for possible inclusion. 
 
The Institute of Banking continue to deliver their Professional Certificate in Responsible and 
Sustainable Finance. This course covers a wide variety of areas related to sustainable finance and 
has received excellent feedback from individuals and corporates alike. 
   
Sustainable Finance Ireland are promoting the value of the Taskforce on Climate Finance-related 
Disclosures framework with the goal of increasing the level of Irish support and hosted a webinar 
on the recommendations of the Taskforce on 23 June. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/banking-and-finance/sustainable-finance/eu-taxonomy-sustainable-activities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/210706-sustainable-finance-strategy_en
https://iob.ie/programme/sustainable-finance
https://iob.ie/programme/sustainable-finance
https://www.fsb-tcfd.org/
https://www.fsb-tcfd.org/
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Just Transition 
 

Action 212 Assess the economic and employment implications of the transition to a low-
carbon economy 

Q2 2021 measure: Conclude Phase 2 of the assessment of the implications of climate mitigation 
options on socio-economic value of agricultural production and the rural economy  

Responsible body: DAFM 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The assessment is complete and the report is currently being finalised by the Division 
assigned the task, subject for review internally within the Department. 
 

 

 

Action 214 Complete the evaluation process and contractual arrangements for successful 
projects under the 2020 Just Transition Fund call 

Q2 2021 measure: Issue Funding Agreements to successful projects which meet fund 
requirements  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Expected to be completed early in Q3 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 214 Complete the evaluation process and contractual arrangements for successful 
projects under the 2020 Just Transition Fund call 

Q2 2021 measure: Finalise administrative arrangements for delegated management of the 2020 
Just Transition Fund call  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Discussions are progressing with a view to finalising Service Level Agreement for Offaly 
County Council to take over administration of the Just Transition Fund by end 2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ed10d-just-transition-fund/
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Action 215 Support the work of the Just Transition Commissioner 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish Implementation Plan in response to the Just Transition 
Commissioner’s recommendations  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Midlands Implementation Plan will be integrated into Climate Action Plan 2021. Key 
actions are already under implementation and will be substantially delivered by end 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 218 Support, through the education system, the required initiatives to support the 
development of a climate neutral economy 

Q2 2021 measure: Include courses in skills to support the low carbon economy and other skills to 
support the aims of the Climate Action Plan in Springboard+ 2021  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: Complete 

Update: Springboard+ 2021 launched in June 2021. 310 places on 14 courses in low carbon/green 
areas. Courses range from Corporate Environmental Planning, to Near Zero Energy Buildings and 
Energy Infrastructure. 
 

 

 

Action 220 Assess the potential for a renewable energy hub in the Midlands using the existing 
infrastructure in place 

Q2 2021 measure: Complete feasibility studies on the future uses of West Offaly and Lough Ree 
Power Station sites to assess the best use of the sites over the long-term, taking account of their 
location, infrastructure and future requirements of the electricity market  

Responsible body: ESB 

Status: Complete 

Update: The ESB announced the outcome of the examination of options for the future use of the 
two sites on 18 June 2021. The ESB is developing planning applications for both sites as renewable 
energy centres, in anticipation of future competitive tenders to be held by EirGrid and the 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities. 
 

 
 

 

https://springboardcourses.ie/
https://climatejargonbuster.ie/kb/nzeb-nearly-zero-energy-buildings/
https://esb.ie/tns/press-centre/2021/2021/06/18/esb-plans-renewable-energy-centres-at-midland-sites
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Public Sector Lead 
 

Action 223 Develop a strategy to achieve at least a 50% reduction in C02eq emission by 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Seek Government Decision on target, methodology and rollout of 50% 
decarbonisation including communications strategy  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Methodology prepared for Decision. Intend to align with Climate Action Plan 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 223 Develop a strategy to achieve at least a 50% reduction in C02eq emission by 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Communicate measurement and systems to all public sector bodies  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Awaiting approval of methodology. 
 

 

 

Action 224 Introduce Climate Action Mandate for every public body 

Q2 2021 measure: Consult with public sector across range of channels on content of mandate 
  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: Draft mandate prepared for consultation. 
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Action 224 Introduce Climate Action Mandate for every public body 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop framework for commercial semi-state sector to address climate 
action objectives  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: A draft framework has been prepared by NewERA and DECC and will shortly be submitted 
to the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications for approval. 
 

 

 

Action 225 Mandate the inclusion of green criteria in all procurements using public funds, 
introducing requirements on a phases basis and provide support to procurers as 
required 

Q2 2021 measure: Government departments to report on Green Public Procurement activity 
during 2020 to EPA by end of Q1 2021  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: Delayed 

Update: All Departments provided required information to EPA by end Q1. EPA currently preparing 
final report. 
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Citizen Engagement 
 

Action 228 Build a new, localised citizen engagement model through the National Dialogue on 
Climate Action 

Q2 2021 measure: Launch a Community call under the Climate Action Fund to support activation 
at local and community level  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: This is due for launch shortly- as early as possible in Q3. Arrangements are at an advanced 
stage and are being finalised including having regard to the outcome from the Climate 
Conversations which closed in mid-May. 
 

 

 

Action 229 Continue to support the delivery of projects approved for funding as part of the 
first round of support from the Climate Action Fund 

Q2 2021 measure: Continue to support the delivery of the Driving HGV Efficiency into Brexit 
Project  

Responsible body: 3 Counties Energy Agency 

Status: Complete 

Update: Equipment installed in 2 fleets (67 vehicles). Baseline data is now being collected for these 
2 fleets.  
 
A further 3 fleets are in the progress of signing contracts. A further 5 fleets are going through the 
basic checks such as de minimus, tax clearance etc. before moving to contract stage later in 
summer. 
 

 

 

Action 230 Ensure all of society have an opportunity to contribute and provide input into each 
annual iteration of the Climate Action Plan 

Q2 2021 measure: Engage with relevant sectors to ensure citizen feedback is incorporated as part 
of Climate Action Plan development  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Complete 

Update: Two presentations on the high level findings of the public consultation were given to staff 
in the Climate area with responsibility for drafting the chapters under the Climate Action Plan 2021 
and the Strategic Communications Group which is chaired by D/Taoiseach and attended by the 
Policy and Communications leads from Departments with actions under the Climate Action Plan.  
  
Citizen Engagement Division have also provided input on engagement and dialogue to the relevant 
sectoral chapters of the draft Climate Action Plan. 
 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5bd95-climate-conversation-climate-action-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5bd95-climate-conversation-climate-action-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5bd95-climate-conversation-climate-action-plan-2021/
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Action 231 Develop a comprehensive well-being framework for Ireland to create a well-
rounded, holistic view of how our society is faring’ including from social and 
environmental standpoints 

Q2 2021 measure: Engage in external consultation  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Inter-departmental Working Group on the development of a Well-being Framework 
for Ireland has completed its First Report on a Well-being Framework for Ireland.  The National 
Economic and Social Council  provided a valuable vehicle for consultation on the framework 
throughout its development, through a Subgroup of Stakeholders and Experts and wider 
consultation; and has produced a corresponding Consultation Report. 
 
Government approval for the First Report of the Working Group will now be sought.  The next 
phase of work on the Well-being Framework will include further consultation and engagement in 
the Autumn, and publication of an initial online interactive dashboard by the Cental Statistics 
Office.   
 

 

 

 

Action 232 Progress the establishment of a Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity 

Q2 2021 measure: Commence stakeholder engagement on scope of Assembly  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: Initial engagement with stakeholders has resulted in agreement that it is crucial that the 
views of young people are given a voice, a space, an audience and influence on the issue and so 
should be consulted in advance of the Citizens’ Assembly so that they can contribute to both Terms 
of Reference and the Citizens Assembly when it takes place.   
 
Minister of State Noonan is leading on this consultation and has announced that he is working with 
Minister for Children Roderic O’Gorman to determine how best to proceed.  
 
The specific timing of the Citizens' Assemblies set out in the Programme for Government has yet to 
be worked out. This will likely have knock-on implications for the other sub-actions under action 
232 regarding the proposed review of stakeholder engagement on the scope in Q3 and the 
intention to scope Terms of Reference for the Citizens’ Assembly in Q4. 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/fb19a-first-report-on-well-being-framework-for-ireland-july-2021/
https://www.nesc.ie/work-programme/well-being-framework/
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Action 233 Advance coordinated climate action communications from the centre of 
Government 

Q2 2021 measure: Maintenance and update of gov.ie/climateaction  

Responsible body: D/Taoiseach 

Status: Complete 

Update: Website updated on a regular basis to reflect progress in the implementation of actions 
under the Climate Action Plans and publication of key documents and consultations. 
 

 

 

 

Action 235 Increasing awareness of Sustainable Development Goals through Tidy Towns 
Competition 

Q2 2021 measure: Alignment of categories in the 2021 Tidy Towns Competition to the 
Sustainable Development Goals, including those related to climate action  

Responsible body: DRCD 

Status: Complete 

Update: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have now been aligned to each of the 
competition categories and are featured in the 2021 entry form. There is a separate SDG special 
award with a €6k prize fund. The unit are currently redrafting the TidyTowns Handbook and have 
also incorporated the SDGs into each section in a bid to raise awareness and build capacity among 
volunteers and TidyTowns groups. 
 

 

 

Action 237 Support the provision of training and capacity building in relation to climate 
change to community development and local development organisations 

Q2 2021 measure: Determine the scope for supporting capacity building in communities under 
the forthcoming Community Call under the Climate Action Fund  

Responsible body: DRCD 

Status: Delayed 

Update: DRCD engaged Pobal to undertake a training needs analysis of the community and 
voluntary sector, including specific reference to training needs under climate action and 
sustainable development goals. The first report is due for publication shortly.  
 
Next steps will centre on the development of training initiatives, which will include collaborating 
with DECC on building capacity in the areas identified. 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2d98d0-climate-action/
https://sdgs.un.org/
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/2021-special-award-entry-forms/
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/2021-special-award-entry-forms/


 

90 

Action 238 Enhance the effectiveness of climate-related communications, network building 
and deliberative capacity within and through the National Dialogue on Climate 
Action including implementation of enhanced Green Schools National Climate 
Change Action and Awareness Programme 

Q2 2021 measure: Comhairle na nÓg will work with the EPA to bring the voice and views of 
young people to the forthcoming Climate Action Plan  

Responsible body: DCEDIY 

Status: Complete 

Update: With the support of DCEDIY Participation Unit, Comhairle na nÓg members were 
consulted on the development of a new strategy for the EPA and on how the EPA engages with 
children and young people through their education programmes and other means. The 
methodology was designed and piloted by a youth advisory group of Comhairle na nÓg members, 
followed by a broader consultation with Comhairle na nÓg members from around the country.  
 
The findings were published in an independent report and members of the youth advisory group 
presented the findings and their experience of the consultation process to the board of 
management of the EPA. 
 

 

 

 

Action 245 Expand the SEAI Sustainable Energy Communities Programme from 256 members 
to 500 by 2025, and 1,500 by 2030 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop a proposal to use Citizens Information Centre network to offer 
climate information to citizens and communities  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: Delayed 

Update: The SEAI Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) Programme is expanding rapidly with 550 
member communities by end of Q2 2021.  
 
The priority action for SEC’s has been the development of a Sustainable Energy Communities 
Programme Policy Paper which sets out a proposed effective stakeholder structure that can inform 
the future policy design of the SEC programme. It considers a review of the climate change 
governance landscape and proposes a structure of community representation and engagement.  
 
This Policy Paper includes an SEC National Forum and National Steering Group with representation 
from the National Dialogue on Climate Action (NDCA). The opportunity for collaborating with the 
Citizens Information Centre Network is being considered as part of the future policy of the SEC 
programme with key stakeholders from NDCA, the EPA and the Citizens Information Centre 
Network actively involved.   
 
This proposal was recently submitted to DECC Energy for consideration. 
 

 

 

https://www.comhairlenanog.ie/
https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/
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Adaptation 
 

Action 247 Put in place arrangements to ensure that Climate Ireland is developed to its full 
potential as an operational support for climate adaptation and climate action in 
Ireland 

Q2 2021 measure: Develop a new governance and delivery model for Climate Ireland within the 
ownership of the EPA  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: Complete 

Update: A new governance and delivery model for Climate Ireland has been established within 
EPA. The first meeting of the new Climate Ireland  steering group  under the Chairmanship of EPA 
took place on 5 May 2021. 
 

 

 

 

Action 249 Develop research on climate adaptation 

Q2 2021 measure: Publish research analysis "Policy Coherence in Adaptation Studies: Selecting 
and Using Indicators of Climate Resilience"  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: Complete 

Update: Research was published by EPA on 11 June 2021.  
 
The research report is available at https://www.epa.ie/publications/research/climate-
change/research-379-policy-coherence-in-adaptation-studies-selecting-and-using-indicators-of-
climate-resilience.php 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dev.climateireland.ie/#!/
https://www.epa.ie/publications/research/climate-change/research-379-policy-coherence-in-adaptation-studies-selecting-and-using-indicators-of-climate-resilience.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/research/climate-change/research-379-policy-coherence-in-adaptation-studies-selecting-and-using-indicators-of-climate-resilience.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/research/climate-change/research-379-policy-coherence-in-adaptation-studies-selecting-and-using-indicators-of-climate-resilience.php
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Ongoing Measures 
 

Ongoing Measures Summary 

On Schedule Delayed Total  

19 0 19 

 

 

Governance 
 

Action 11 Mobilisation of climate-related private investment to assist in meeting our climate 
objectives 

Ongoing measure: New Economic and Recovery Authority (NewERA) will work with the 
commercial State companies, the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland and other public bodies to mobilise private investment towards assisting 
in meeting our climate objectives  

Responsible body: D/Finance 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: NewERA has shared its report with the Department of Finance. 
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Action 14 Strengthen our delivery of public funding for basic and applied research to 
underpin government policy, meet our decarbonisation objectives and open up 
new economic opportunities 

Ongoing measure: Prioritise public funding for energy, climate action and sustainability, aligned 
with the refreshed national Research Priority Areas 2018 to 2023  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Across all Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) funding calls, applicants are encouraged to 
consider research areas of strategic importance and the economic and societal impact of their 
funded research.  
 
Furthermore, SFI’s new strategy, Shaping our Future, specifically highlights climate action as an 
area of strategic priority for future research funding. A number of current funding calls have direct 
relevance to climate action, sustainability and the refreshed national research priority areas.  
 
The SFI Frontiers for the Future Programme , which supports excellent independent researchers, 
and the SFI Infrastructure Call, which supports infrastructural capacity for high-quality basic and 
applied research, both require that all proposals are aligned with the refreshed priority areas. They 
further include a co-funding partnership with SEAI to support projects related to the low-carbon 
economy. Awards will be made under these calls in Q3 and Q4 2021.  
 
The ongoing Plastics and Food Challenges are strongly aligned to the area of sustainability and 
prizes of up to a total of €4m will be awarded in Q4 2021. In June 2021, €3m was awarded to 3 
teams under the Zero Emissions Challenge for projects directly related to decarbonisation. In 
addition, SFI is in the advanced stages of developing an All-Island Research Centres funding call in 
partnership with UK funders, which will include climate action as a priority area. 
 

 

 

Action 14 Strengthen our delivery of public funding for basic and applied research to 
underpin government policy, meet our decarbonisation objectives and open up 
new economic opportunities 

Ongoing measure: In the context of Innovation 2020 and its successor, a strategic approach to 
investment in research infrastructure for climate action relevant research will be pursued  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: This Strategy will underpin the role of research and innovation in addressing key economic 
and societal challenges, including positioning research and innovation at the heart of delivering on 
Ireland’s climate action.  
 
Online public consultation for the Strategy open from 11 June to 9 July, Members of the Research 
and Innovation community and public asked to make submissions on the ambition, priorities and 
content of the new strategy which will also inform the first work programme.  
 
Online stakeholder engagement event held on June 30, with good engagement from across the R&I 
community resulting in discussions on a range of research and innovation issues including climate 
action and the green recovery. 
 

 

https://www.sfi.ie/strategy/shaping-our-future/
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/frontiers-for-the-future/
https://www.sfi.ie/funding/funding-calls/future-innovator-plastics/
https://www.sfi.ie/challenges/food/
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Action 14 Strengthen our delivery of public funding for basic and applied research to 
underpin government policy, meet our decarbonisation objectives and open up 
new economic opportunities 

Ongoing measure: Work with relevant climate-research stakeholders to identify climate research 
priorities for the next National Research & Innovation Strategy  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Focused consultation meetings with specific stakeholder groups, including climate action 
groups, to take place between July and September to inform the next National Research and 
Innovation Strategy. 
 

 

 

Action 14 Strengthen our delivery of public funding for basic and applied research to 
underpin government policy, meet our decarbonisation objectives and open up 
new economic opportunities 

Ongoing measure: Launch and implement EPA Research 2030 strategy, incorporating Climate & 
Biodiversity  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: EPA Research 2030 strategy launched on 11 March 2021. Implementation will be ongoing. 
First research call opened 19 May, closes on 14 July. 
 

 

 

Action 19 Develop and exploit remote working infrastructure 

Ongoing measure: Raise awareness of hub facilities and the beneficial network effects of the hub 
ecosystem to support remote working across Ireland  

Responsible body: DRCD 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Connectedhubs.ie – The National Hubs Network was launched on the 30th of May. The 
Western Development Commission is developing a national campaign to build on connectedhubs.ie 
over the next 3 years.   
 
DRCD has inputted to the National Development Plan review, which is in progress, in order to 
highlight the objectives of the ConnectedHubs initiative and its contribution to the development of 
a national remote working infrastructure 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/9e4aa-national-research-and-innovation-strategy-public-consultation/
https://connectedhubs.ie/
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Transport 
 

Action 117 Increase public bus network capacity and usage through implementation of the 
BusConnects Dublin Area Bus Network 

Ongoing measure: Implement new network in phases supported by localised travel planning/ 
information/ communications programme  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: See Action 110 above. Phase 1 of the new BusConnects (H-Spine) network launched on 27 
June. 
 

 

 

Action 124 Phase out the registration of new fossil-fuelled cars and light vehicles from 2030 
onwards; phase out diesel and petrol cars from Irish cities from 2030 onwards 

Ongoing measure: Engagement to influence the direction of EU regulation regarding Internal 
Combustion Engine vehicles sales and CO2 emission performance standards  

Responsible body: D/Transport 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Strengthening of CO2 standards to be advocated in forthcoming negotiations. Letter sent 
in March 2021 to European Commission supporting a clear internal combusiton engine phase-out 
date co-signed by Ireland with eight other Member States. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://busconnects.ie/
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Forestry, Peatlands and Land Use 
 

Action 180 Assess and implement mitigation  options on post-production peat extraction sites 

Ongoing measure: Assess the status and mitigation potential for other commercial and private 
peat extraction across Ireland  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Research: Four new projects (valued at circa €1million) included in EPA Research Call 2021 
to support delivery of EU LIFE project on Bog Restoration: Two Climate topics (to support 
verification of carbon sequestration) and two Water topics (suspended solids, carbon flux).  
 
Land-cover mapping project also ongoing which will assist quantification of cover status in 
partnership with Ordnance Survey Ireland for completion end 2021/Q1 2022. 
   
Enforcement: This is a priority work area for EPA in 2021. Integrated Pollution Control compliant 
plans are to be produced by Bord na Mona and submitted to EPA for consideration and approval 
during 2021 and 2022.  
 

 
 

Just Transition  
 

Action 214 Complete the evaluation process and contractual arrangements for successful 
projects under the 2020 Just Transition Fund call 

Ongoing measure: Provide capacity building, through Midlands Regional Transition Team (MRTT) 
working groups, for project development within wider Midlands region  

Responsible body: MRTT 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: MRTT Working Groups assisting projects who have Just Transition Fund grant agreements 
in place. This includes through providing an opportunity to showcase projects to the MRTT and its 
working groups, inter alia, to inform potential areas for further development and investment in the 
region.   
 
See also https://www.midlandsireland.ie/news/national-just-transition-fund-strand-1-briefing-
series-now-available-to-view 
 

 

 

https://www.epa.ie/our-services/research/epa--research-funding/epa-research-calls/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/licensing/industrial/integrated-pollution-control-ipc-licensing/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ed10d-just-transition-fund/
https://www.midlandsireland.ie/news/national-just-transition-fund-strand-1-briefing-series-now-available-to-view
https://www.midlandsireland.ie/news/national-just-transition-fund-strand-1-briefing-series-now-available-to-view
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Action 215 Support the work of the Just Transition Commissioner 

Ongoing measure: Provide policy support to the work of Just Transition Commissioner  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Policy support is being provided to the Just Transition Commissioner on an ongoing basis. 
The Minister has published third progress report of Commissioner and has agreed an updated 
terms of reference for Commissioner to continue in his role until the end of 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 216 Implement enhanced coordination arrangements  in the Midlands Region to 
address the specific challenges posed by the transition to a low-carbon economy 

Ongoing measure: Coordinate Local Authorities, State Agencies and other relevant stakeholders 
in the wider Midlands region to ensure an integrated approach  

Responsible body: MRTT 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: The Midlands Regional Transition Team (MRTT), supported by the Office of the Midlands 
Regional Enterprise Plan, continues to meet on a quarterly basis and provides a forum for 
coordination and exchange of information amongst key local, regional and national stakeholders. 
The most recent meeting of the MRTT took place on 12 May 2021. 
 

 

 

Action 216 Implement enhanced coordination arrangements  in the Midlands Region to 
address the specific challenges posed by the transition to a low-carbon economy 

Ongoing measure: Represent the Wider Midlands Region in the EU Just Transition Platform  

Responsible body: MRTT 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: The MRTT and the Department continue to engage with the EU Just Transition Platform, 
with the most recent meeting  taking place in April 2021 in virtual format. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e0e7e-climate-action-plan-to-tackle-climate-breakdown-just-transition/
https://assets.gov.ie/140425/c9b0f66d-3fc5-4941-b0c7-b7760aa9de1c.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/finance-and-green-deal/just-transition-mechanism/just-transition-platform_en
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Action 217 Support research on just transition in Ireland, including future priorities and 
spatial and sectoral impacts 

Ongoing measure: Identify opportunities for climate-related research to support the future 
development of just transition policy, including resulting from the Just Transition Territorial Plan  

Responsible body: DECC 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: The preparation of the Territorial Just Transition Plan will provide an evidence base to 
underpin investment choices in the regions selected.  
 
This work will also signpost areas for further research requirements to underpin the development 
of just transition policy at national level and will complement existing and planned studies, inter 
alia, from the Economic and Social Research Institute and the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs. 
 

 

 

Action 218 Support, through the education system, the required initiatives to support the 
development of a climate neutral economy 

Ongoing measure: Continue to implement ‘Skills to Advance’ and ‘Upskilling Pathways’ which 
build skills to support the low-carbon economy  

Responsible body: DFHERIS 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Laois Offaly ETB has developed, as a key component of its Just Transition response to Bord 
Na Mona employees, a six-day 'Skills To Advance' programme that offers the trainee an 
opportunity to gain Quality and Qualifications Ireland Level 5 Certification in Thermal Insulation 
Installation.  
 
Laois Offaly ETB is also developing a follow-on programme based around Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland Level 5 modules in Ventilation and Air Tightness to be offered to all participants of the 
Thermal Insulation Programme. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/finance-and-green-deal/just-transition-mechanism_en
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Citizen Engagement  
 

Action 236 Continued support for Public Participation Networks including Environmental 
Pillar 

Ongoing measure: As per headline action  

Responsible body: DRCD 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: As of the last Climate Action Plan update (October  2020), there were 606 Environmental 
groups registered with one of the 31 Public Participation Networks (PPNs) nationwide. This has 
since increased to its current level of 648 Environmental groups. 
 
DRCD is currently conducting a review of PPN structures, encompassing extensive stakeholder 
consultations. This will assess how the existing PPN structures have facilitated the PPNs’ work to 
date and will also review their suitability for contributing to climate action (as per the Programme 
for Government). 
 
DRCD assisted DECC in organising a series of focus group consultations in March with 16 PPNs 
regarding the new Climate Action Plan. 
 
DRCD has provided funding for calendar year 2021 to all eligible PPNs. 
 

 

Action 244 Provide support for the development of relevant media content, including in the 
independent production sector 

Ongoing measure: Increase public awareness, engagement and activation  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Activities in Q1/Q2 2021 include:  
 
1) The EPA in its role as secretariat to the National Dialogue on Climate Action supported the 
design and delivery of the public consultation on Climate Action Plan 2021. This resulted in over 
3000 survey respondents and in person engagement through the Public Participation Networks and 
Comhairle nÓg networks. 
 
2) EPA Climate Conference was held on 23&24 June. This was publicised within the press release 
for the EPA National Greenhouse Gas Projections which were published in advance of the 
conference and presented at the event.  
 
Both of these NDCA activities were also supported through social media. 
 
3) EPA funded Eco Eye Climate Episode which aired in February and repeated in July 2021. 
 
New media content to be developed H2. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/4bf2c-national-dialogue-on-climate-action-ndca/
https://www.epa.ie/publications/corporate/conferences--events/epa-annual-climate-change-conference-2021-programme.php
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Adaptation  
 

Action 247 Put in place arrangements to ensure that Climate Ireland is developed to its full 
potential as an operational support for climate adaptation and climate action in 
Ireland 

Ongoing measure: Provide support (such as provision of information/data, decision tools and 
capacity building)  to sectors and Local Authorities tasked with developing and implementing 
adaptation strategies  

Responsible body: EPA 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Climate Ireland (CI) is supporting the delivery of the Local Authority (LA) Climate Action 
Training Programme.  
 
Delivery of the LA Raising Awareness training course to LA staff through the Climate Ireland 
Learning Platform is ongoing while the CI team is continuing to support the rollout the LA Capacity 
Building Training Course.  
 
CI’s Ireland's Climate Status Toolhas been updated to reflect new information being provided 
through the forthcoming ‘The Status of Ireland’s Climate 2020’ report. In addition, the CI Team is 
working closely with Dr Paul Nolan (Irish Centre for High-End Computing) to incorporate additional 
climate variables into the CI Climate Data Explorer.  
 
The CI team are also currently working on Risk Assessment Guidelines for Local Authorities in 
partnership with CAROs and are supporting the development of LA Climate Action Plan Guidelines.  
The CI team also prepared a report on climate impacts in Ireland which was required to fulfil 
reporting requirements under Section 1 (National Circumstances) of the National Reporting 
Obligations on National Climate Change Adaptation Planning and Strategies under the EU Climate 
and Energy Governance Regulation. 
 

 

 

 

Action 250 Build local and regional resilience to the impacts of climate change through 
delivery of Local Authority Adaptation Strategies as required under the National 
Adaptation Framework 

Ongoing measure: Implementation of Local Authority Adaptation Strategies prepared under 
National Adaptation Framework  

Responsible body: CARO 

Status: On Schedule 

Update: Local Authorities will report on progress in Q3 2021. 
 

 
 

 

https://dev.climateireland.ie/#!/
https://dev.climateireland.ie/#!/tools/statusReport
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Appendix A 
 

Table - Implementation rate to date: Interim Climate Actions 2021 

  

 Measures 
Completed 

in the 
Quarter 

Measure 
Subsequently 

Delivered 

Total 
Measures 
Delivered 

to date 

Measures 
still 

delayed 

Q1 2021  78/100  6/22 84/100 16 

Q2 2021  80/158 N/A 80/158 78 

Total Interim 
Climate Actions 
Delivery to date 

 

158/258  6/22 164/258 94 
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Appendix B 
 

Table – Action 22: Establish an appropriately resourced Climate Action Unit in every Government 

Department to ensure Climate considerations are at the core of policy development 

Responsible 
Department  

Status Update 

D/Transport Complete Climate Change Unit established in July 2016. 

DCEDIY Delayed The Department is currently undergoing a significant transformation 
process which includes the optimising of its resource allocation across 
a range of activities. The Department is committed to implementing 
this action and will commence scoping very shortly. The matter will go 
our Management Board in September with a view to progressing this 
significantly by end Q3 2021.   

D/Education Complete The Department has a resource in place to plan and deliver on Climate 
Action Agenda.  This resource will continue to be expanded to reflect 
the ambition of the Climate Action Plan 2021.   

DFA Complete Unit established in Q4 2020. 

DFIN Complete  A dedicated Climate Unit was established in H2 2020. 

DPER Complete  Complete in DPER 

DRCD Delayed Options for advancing the establishment of this unit in a manner which 
is appropriate to Department delivery needs are being prepared with a 
decision expected in Q3.  

 
In the interim all obligations under the action plan are being delivered 
by the DRCD corporate/strategy division in collaboration with other 
DRCD colleagues. 

D/Health Delayed Resourcing for Climate Action Unit successfully assigned; internal 
coordination and oversight structures being finalised with a view to full 
implementation of Action 22 in the near future. 
 

DSP Complete Climate Action Unit established in 2021. 

 

The Department has committed to achieving ISO 50001 Certification 
for Energy Reduction in 2021 for its buildings. The Free Travel scheme 
provides free travel on the main public and private transport services 
for everyone aged over 66 and many people with disabilities under 
that age. These include road, rail and ferry services provided by 
companies such as Bus Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as 
well as Luas and services provided by over 80 private transport 
operators. There are currently approx. 999,000 customers with direct 
eligibility.  

 

The estimated expenditure on free travel in 2021 is €95 million. The 
free travel pass continues to have a positive impact on climate change 
as it encourages people who would not previously have used public 
transport, not to use their cars and use public transport instead. 
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D/Justice Complete The Department of Justice established its Climate Action Unit at the 
start of Q2, 2021, as part of its Corporate Services branch.  It has a staff 
of 3 headed up by a HEO.   
 
The Unit is responsible for pursuing the climate action elements of the 
Department’s Statement of Strategy, facilitating the Justice-sector 
Energy Performance Officers’ Forum and Energy Managers’ Forum, 
achieving the “50%-by2030” energy and carbon reduction targets, and 
other sustainability initiatives, including coordinating the Department’s 
Green Team. 

D/Defence Complete The Department of Defence has a dedicated Official within its Facilities 
Management Branch responsible for monitoring, recording and 
coordinating climate change actions within the management of 
facilities in relation to the Department’s three buildings in Newbridge, 
Roscrea and Galway. 
 
Separately, in relation to the Defence Forces, their Built Infrastructural 
Programme 2020-2025 which is a 5 year plan, provides a blueprint for 
investment in the Defence Forces built infrastructure over a multi 
annual timeframe. All future infrastructure projects, be they new build 
or refurbishment, will consider and include appropriate options to 
improve and optimise the energy efficiency of our defence 
infrastructure. 
 
Circular 20/2019 instructed all Departments including Defence to 
incorporate green considerations into the planning, process and 
reporting aspects of their respective procurement programs. The 
Defence Organisation has fully engaged with green procurement and 
wheresoever possible green procurement considerations are utilised as 
either selection or award criteria in procurement projects published to 
the market. 
 
Within the Defence Forces a  Senior Energy Executive (SEE) is chaired 
by the Deputy Chief of Staff (Support) and includes senior management 
from the significant energy using corps and services and the Director of 
Legal Services who advices on regulatory issues. In each installation, 
energy management teams are established to monitor and control 
energy use and to ensure implementation of energy policy and achieve 
efficiencies. 
 
There is ongoing engagement across the relevant branches of the 
Department in relation to energy efficiency and climate which is 
coordinated through facilities management.  In addition, senior civil 
and military management engage at the Strategic Management 
Committee, which comprises the senior leadership teams from the 
Department and the Defence Forces, to ensure coherence in climate 
change actions.  
 

DFHERIS Delayed Following an Organisation Design process which will be finalised in July, 
a new Divisional structure will be put in place in DFHERIS in Sept 2021.  

  
Functional responsibilities are being redesigned at present and it is 
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proposed that the new structures will include a Unit which will provide 
leadership to advance all Climate Issues for the Department and for 
the tertiary education and research and innovation sectors.  

DAFM Complete There was already a structure in place for the Climate Action Plan 
2019, which has worked well and will continue for the Interim Annex 
and beyond.   
 
An internal governance structure was established in DAFM viz:  
(i) The Climate Action Management Board which provides strategic 
oversight to the agricultural actions. The board is chaired by the 
Secretary General with membership at assistant secretary level and at 
director level within the agencies (Teagasc, Bord Bia, Marine Agencies 
and Coillte) and, 
 
(ii)The Climate Action Implementation Committee (Heads of Division) 
which is chaired by the Chief Inspector. This group focuses on the day-
to-day implementation and operations of the actions of the Climate 
Action Plans. 
 
Both groups are supported by a secretariat from the Climate Change 
and Bioenergy Policy Division, who have responsibility for monitoring 
and reporting actions to D/Taoiseach. 

D/Taoiseach Complete Unit established in summer 2019 in recognition of the need for an all 
of Government approach to climate action as part of the governance 
arrangements decided under the Climate Action Plan 2019.  
 
Key functions of the Unit include monitoring and driving 
implementation of Climate Action Plans, publishing quarterly progress 
reports and supporting the Cabinet Committee on the Environment 
and Climate Change, related Senior Officials Group, and the Climate 
Action Delivery Board. Currently staffed by 2 APs, 2 AOs and 0.5 CO. 
Vacancy at PO level. 

DETE Complete A Climate Action Unit is in place within DETE. The Unit sits within the 
Climate Action and Economic Infrastructure unit, in the Enterprise 
Strategy, Competitiveness and Evaluations Division. 
 

DHLGH Complete A dedicated and appropriately resourced Climate Action Policy Unit has 
been established in Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage since 2019. 
 

DTCAGSM Complete The function is being assigned to the Strategic Policy Unit in the 
Department. Plans are being developed to upskill the team in climate 
assessment and climate economics.  
 
Climate considerations are currently part of policy development in the 
Department but more rigorous analysis of this will be undertaken as 
this area of work progresses.  

DECC Complete The Climate Division of DECC now includes a "Climate Governance, 
Planning and Coordination" function headed by a PO. This fulfils this 
function for DECC and takes a lead in coordinating with Climate Change 
Units in other Departments. 

 


