
Section 32 Report 

Background 
 

The Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) is the body established in 1994 under the Irish Aviation Authority 

Act 1993 to regulate the safety of aircraft and air navigation services in Ireland.  The IAA is 

responsible, on behalf of the State, for the oversight of safety and security of the Irish civil aviation 

sector and part of its remit is to conduct ongoing audits of all of its Regulated Entities (i.e. airlines, 

airports, ground handling agents, freight forwarders etc).  

 

At the time of the IAA’s establishment in 1994 there was no independent body responsible for the 

technical and safety audit of the functions of the IAA.  Section 32 of the IAA Act 1993 provides for 

an independent Ministerial oversight function of the IAA, including a statutory requirement on the 

Minister to carry out an audit on the technical and safety functions of the IAA every three years.  

 

Section 32(3)(a) of the 1993 Act requires the Minister to “appoint a person to carry out an 

examination of the performance by the company of its functions in so far as they relate to the 

application and enforcement of technical and safety standards in relation to aircraft and air 

navigation”.  

 

In accordance with the terms of Section 32, Helios consultants were engaged by the Department in 

2015 to conduct a technical and safety examination of the functions of the IAA.  

 

The IAA functions that Helios examined included: 

 

1) Air Operations, Personnel Licensing, Aerodromes, Airworthiness of Aircraft and Registration 

of Aircraft and 

 

2) Air Navigation Services, to include ATC, Aeronautical Information Services. Aeronautical 

Charts and Aeronautical Communications. 

 
The report was finalised in December 2015 and the Minister submitted it for the information of the 

Government, as also required under the Act, in February 2016. There is no requirement under the Act 

to publish the report; however, the Government agreed to publish the Executive Summary of the 

Section 32 Report which had been prepared with a view to publication and is publically available on 

the Department’s website. 

 

Decision by the Office of the Information Commissioner 

A Freedom of Information Request was made to the Department seeking the release of the Section 32 

Report. The Department refused the release of the Reports and that Decision was upheld following 

Internal Review. An appeal to that Decision was made to the Office of the Information Commissioner.  

On 7
th
 February 2017 the Information Commissioner ruled that the Section 32 Reports should be 

released in their entirety.     

ENDS 


