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Introduction 
 
Sinn Féin welcomes the opportunity to present our party’s political and socio-
economic analysis as part of the National Economic Dialogue process at this 
time.   
 
Our Party will present our progressive, alternative and fully costed Budget 
2016 proposals post-summer to the Government. 
 
The Government says that a recovery is underway. If it is, it isn’t a fair 
recovery. It is a two-tier recovery that benefits them and those at the top, not 
the majority of hard-working, fair-minded Irish citizens. 
 
Sinn Féin believes that a fair recovery is possible. We believe that an equal 
society is possible. We believe that cronyism and greed can be replaced with 
fairness and hope. 
 
There are numerous examples of the Government’s subservience to the elites 
in 
banking and other financial institutions and to the golden circles who have 
profited from the recession.  
 
There are even more examples of the Government’s attacks on citizens’ rights 
and entitlements and of the dreadful price being exacted from lower and 
middle income earners, children and senior citizens. 
 
Fianna Fáil destroyed the economy and has learned little since. Fine Gael and 
Labour are now copying their policies. In Budget 2015 when they had the 
chance to ease the burden on Irish people, they chose to assist the richest 
10%. They are now on the verge of returning us to the ‘boom and bust’ 
policies of Fianna Fáil, where billions of euro was squandered to buy elections 
and all of us have paid a huge price ever since. 
 
We need a major change to how politics is done. 
 
The type of country we want to see is based on the right to: 
 

 Decent work for decent pay. 

 Access to first class public services. 

 Affordable childcare. 

 Abolition of water charges and making the tax system fair. 

 Addressing the housing crisis. 

 Advancing the all-Ireland economy for all our benefit. 

 
 
Deir an Rialtas go bhfuil téarnamh ar siul. Má tá, ni téarnamh cothrom é. Is 
téarnamh ar dhá leibhéal é, atá chun a leas féin agus leas a gcairde ag an 
mbarr, ní bunús shaoránaigh na hÉireann a oibríonn go crua agus at cothrom 
ina n-aigne. 
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Creideann Sinn Féin go bhfuil téarnamh cothrom indéanta. Creidim gur féidir 
sochaí 
chothrom a bheith ann. Creidim gur féidir an cairdeas fabhair agus an tsaint a 
ionadú le cothrom na féinne agus dóchas. 
 
Is iomaí sin sampla ann de ghéilliúlacht an Rialtais do na héilíteanna sa 
bhaincéireacht agus in institiúidí airgeadais eile. Tá níos mó samplaí, fiú, ann 
de conas a bhain siad luach ó shaothraithe íseal agus meánacha, na boicht 
agus teaghlaigh atá ag saothrú le híoc as saint an mhionlaigh. 
Scrios Fianna Fáil an geilleagar agus is beag a foghlaimíodh ó shin. Rinne 
Fine Gael agus Páirtí an Lucht Oibre aithris ar a gcuid beartas. Ansin, nuair a 
bhí deis le linn Cháinaisnéis 2015 an t-ualach a laghdú ar mhuintir na 
hÉireann, roghnaigh siad ar chuidiú leis an 10% ba shaibhre. Tá siad anois ar 
tí sinn a thabhairt ar ais chuig beartais Fhianna Fáil a chothaigh borradh agus 
cliseadh, lenar cuireadh na billiúin euro amú le toghcháin a cheannach agus 
ar dhíolomar go léir go daor astu. 
 
Tá athrú mór ag teastáil uainn sa chaoin a ndéantar polaitíocht. 
 
Tá an cineál tíre is mian linne a fheiceáil bunaithe ar an gceart: 
 

 Pá cuibhiúil ar son obair chuibhiúil. 

 Rochtain ar sheirbhísí poiblí den chéadghrád. 

 Cúram leanaí ar phraghas réasúnta. 

 Deireadh le muirir uisce agus an córas cánach a dhéanamh cothrom. 

 Plé a dhéanamh ar an ngéarchéim tithíochta. 

 Cuirfear geilleagar uile-Éireann chun cinn a bheas lenár leas uile. 
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A Fair Recovery is Possible 
 
Sinn Féin believes that a fair recovery must secure decent public services, 
robust employment rights and a fair system of taxation. A Fair Recovery 
needs a new type of politics that respects the rights of citizens and operates 
with transparency, equality and fairness. 
 
A Fair Recovery for Workers and Families 
 

 Decent work for decent pay – Increase the minimum wage by €1 and 
move towards a living wage, ban zero hour contracts and prioritise 
increases in pay conditions for low paid public and private sector 
workers. 

 Abolish unjust taxes – property and water charges. 

 Provide affordable childcare. 

 Support job creation and bring an end to forced emigration. 

 Develop the all-Ireland economy. 
 
A Fair Recovery means equality for all citizens 
 

 Deliver jobs, services and opportunity to ensure the survival of small 
rural communities. 

 Equal rights for Irish speakers. 

 Protecting not punishing those in need. 

 Campaign for an island-wide referendum on Irish unity. 

 Introduce a Bill of Rights to guarantee the rights of all citizens. 
 
A Fair Recovery means investing in public services and housing 
 

 Deliver 10,000 social housing units by the end of 2017. 

 Increase pressure on banks to resolve mortgage distress to enable 
families to stay in their home. 

 Provide access to healthcare on the basis of need alone. 

 Tackle Emergency Department overcrowding and the trolley crisis. 

 Abolish prescription charges and ensure children with serious illness 
and disabilities get the medical cards that they need. 

 
A Fair Recovery means a new way of doing politics 
 

 End corruption and cronyism and hold those in public life to account. 

 Cut ministerial salaries by 40% and TDs and Senators salaries by 20%. 

 Overhaul appointments to State boards to make all appointments 
transparent and ensure all directors’ salaries are fair. 

 Introduce real transparency in the use of public money. 

 Establish an Office of Planning Regulator. 

 Equality proof the Budget. 
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IS FÉIDIR TÉARNAMH COTHROM BHEITH ANN 
 
Creideann Sinn Féin go gcaithfidh seirbhísí maithe poiblí, cearta láidre 
fostaíochta agus córas cothrom cánach teacht le téarnamh cothrom. Ní gá le 
cineál nua polaitíochta le Téarnamh Cothrom trína léirítear meas ar chearta 
saoránach agus a chuirtear i bhfeidhm go follasach, go cothrom agus mar is 
ceart. 

 
 
Téarnamh Cothrom le haghaidh Oibrithe agus Teaghlach 

 Obair chuibhiúil ar son pá cuibhiúil - An t-íosphá a mhéadú de €1, cosc 
a chur ar chonarthaí nialas uair. 

 Deireadh a chur le cánacha míchothroma - táillí maoine agus uisce. 

 Cúram leanaí inacmhainne a sholáthar. 

 Tacú le cruthú post agus deireadh a chur le heisimirce faoi éigean. 

 An geilleagar uile-Éireann a fhorbairt. 
 
Ciallaíonn Téarnamh Cothrom infheistíocht a dhéanamh i seirbhísí 
poiblí agus i dtithíocht 

 10,000 aonad tithíochta sóisialta a sheachadadh roimh dheireadh 
2017. 

 Bru díreach ar na bainc a mhéadú le réitigh inbhuanaithe a thairiscint 

 d’úinéirí tí maidir lena mbroid mhorgaiste a ligfeadh dóibh fanacht I 
dteach an teaghlaigh. 

 Rachfaí i ngleic le plódú sa Rannóg Éigeandála agus le géarchéim na 
dtralaithe. 

 Chuirfí deireadh le muirir oideas agus chinnteofaí go bhfaigheadh 
páistí atá breoite go trom agus atá míchumasaithe na cártaí leighis atá 
ag teastáil uathu.  

 
Ciallaíonn Téarnamh Cothrom comhionannas le haghaidh gach saor 
ánach 

 Bailte tuaithe a athnuachan. 

 Comhchearta do Ghaeilgeoirí. 

 Feachtas a fhearadh ar son Bille um Chearta do gach Saoránach. 

 Leanúint ar aghaidh ag feachtasaíocht ar son reifrean uileoileáin ar 
aontacht na hÉireann. 

 
Ciallaíonn Téarnamh Cothrom bealach nua le polait íocht a dhéanamh 

 Deireadh a cuir le éilliú agus cronyism doibh siúd i saol poiblí. 

 Tuarastail airí a chiorrú de 40% agus tuarastail TDanna agus 
Seanadóirí de 20%. 

 Ollchóiriú a dhéanamh ar cheapacháin ar bhoird Stáit. 

 Trédhearcacht maidir le húsáid airgid phoiblí. 

 Oifig Rialaitheora Pleanála a bhunú. 
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Fine Gael and Labour’s ‘recovery’ - Fair for who? 
 
Over €30 billion was taken out of the Irish economy in taxes and cuts during 
the recession which Fianna Fáil started, and Fine Gael and Labour prolonged. 
But we weren’t all in it together. Some, like seriously ill children and 
vulnerable elderly people, suffered greatly. Others were protected and are the 
first in line to benefit again in Fine Gael and Labour’s ‘recovery’. 
 

Who was forced to pay? 
 
Families on low-middle incomes - Many pushed below the waterline as a 
result of the Property Tax, USC and water charges. 
Small rural communities - Over half a million people have emigrated since 
2008 and many rural towns are now in serious decline. 
Young people and children - Our young people are continuing to leave in 
their droves because of poor opportunities, low wages and a lack of access to 
housing and childcare. Lone parent and child benefit was slashed and back to 
school allowance cut. 
Those most in need - Discretionary Medical Cards withdrawn from 
thousands of seriously ill and disabled children and adults. Prescription 
Charges introduced, forcing sick people to go without medicine. There were 
also drastic cuts to Home Help hours, the mobility grant and annual Respite 
Care Grant. 
Health Service - One in every eight patients on a hospital waiting list is in the 
queue for over a year. Some people are waiting up to four years to see a 
consultant. There were 600 patients on trolleys in January 2015. 
Those in housing difficulties -  90,000 families on the social housing waiting 
lists; 104,693 households in mortgage arrears, legal proceedings to 
repossess homes have increased tenfold, rents are still increasing and the 
number of homeless children continues to rise. 
 

Who did Fine Gael and Labour protect? 
 
Property developers - NAMA allowed to pay developers salaries of €200,000 
a year while medical cards being stripped from children. 
Bondholders - Billions paid to international junior and senior bondholders 
who gambled on unstable banks while the government broke its social bond 
with the Irish people. 
Vulture capitalists -  Irish assets being fire-sold at huge discounts while the 
Irish citizen picks up the losses. 
The very wealthy - Wealth tax and tax relief loopholes allowed to continue. In 
Budget 2015 instead of easing the burden on those who had suffered the 
most over the last four years, Fine Gael and Labour prioritised helping the 
richest 10%. 
Banks - €64 billion of our money was pumped into the banks and then bank 
managers allowed to pay themselves salaries of €800,000 a year while 
keeping mortgage interest rates high and threatening families with eviction. 
They failed to get a resolution to the problem of legacy debt. 
The Golden Circle - Just like Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and Labour continued 
with political appointments to boards and failed to act on high salaries for 
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politicians, in banking and on state bodies. 

 
A Republic for all 
 
As we approach the 100th anniversary of the Rising, support for republican 
ideals is growing. People are hungry for real change. The Easter Rising is the 
defining event and the Proclamation of the Republic is the defining document 
in the history of Irish Republicanism. Our task is to apply it’s principles to the 
Ireland of today and to achieve the united Ireland of Equals promised in the 
Proclamation. 
 
Sinn Féin is seeking a new, agreed and united Ireland. We want to build a 
just, fair and equal Ireland, an economically prosperous and socially and 
culturally inclusive Ireland. We want to protect our most vulnerable, the 
elderly, children, the ill, the ethnic minorities, those with disabilities – and 
ensure that equality is the touchstone 
upon which all policies are formulated. 
 
The republican vision of a united Ireland is based on the principles of equality, 
inclusion and sovereignty. There can be no place for sectarianism, exclusion 
or discrimination. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Continue to campaign for an island-wide referendum on Irish unity - 
allow the people to have their say. 

 Build upon the work of the all-Ireland Ministerial Council. 

 Campaign for Northern representation in the Dáil – northern MPs 
should be automatically accorded membership of the Dáil with 
consultative and speaking rights. 

 Extend voting rights for Presidential elections to people in the North 
and the Irish Diaspora. 

 Develop the all-Ireland economy, including having a planned approach 
to economic development across the island of Ireland, one tax system 
and currency, integrating infrastructural development and creating a 
Border Economic Development Zone to harmonise trade and maximise 
returns for border businesses. 

 Campaign for a Bill of Rights for all Citizens and an all-Ireland charter 
of fundamental rights. 

 Promote the Irish language and culture. 

 Equality proof legislation before it is produced. 

 Continue to advance a process of reconciliation. 
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Decent work for decent pay 
 
The number one priority must be the creation of decent jobs with decent pay, 
and a real commitment to our SME sector. 70% of people employed in the 
private sector work for SMEs, and these businesses are the engine of our 
economy. Opening up public procurement, maximising the potential of 
ecommerce and abolishing upward only rents are just some of the ways 
government could and should make it easier to do business in Ireland. 
 
Despite all the governments spin unemployment remains high with hundreds 
of thousands of people on the dole. Thousands more young people are still 
leaving in their droves because of poor opportunities, low wages and a lack of 
access to housing and childcare. This is creating a skills crisis for the future, 
and families left devastated at home. 
 
We have one of the highest rates of low pay in the developed world. 20% of 
our workers are in low paid jobs and 50% of women are currently earning 
€20,000 or less 
a year. Employment continues to fall in the West of Ireland with fewer people 
in jobs than when Fine Gael and Labour entered government. Sinn Féin has 
introduced 
legislation to protect workers rights and entitlements, to abolish upward only 
rents and stop the worst expression of vulture capitalism as we’ve seen 
recently at Clerys. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Invest in job creation and economic growth. 

 Increase the minimum wage by €1 and move towards a living wage. 

 Introduce legislation to abolish zero hour contracts and provide for 
banded hour contracts. 

 Prioritise the restoration of pay and conditions of low paid public sector 
workers. 

 Introduce supports for people with disabilities who wish to work. 

 Introduce tighter regulations on subcontracting and the use of RCT1 
tax certs. 

 Abolish JobBridge and GateWay and replace them with high quality 
employment schemes. 

 Support SMEs including opening up public procurement to SMEs and 
microbusinesses. 

 Develop an ambitious ecommerce strategy. 

 Oversee innovative localised strategies’ to secure the future of our 
towns and villages. 
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A Fair Tax System 
 

If we want decent standards of health, education and childcare, then 
government needs resources. A fair recovery requires a tax system that 
raises sufficient revenue for government but does so in a manner that is fair 
and progressive. 
 
Our tax system is deeply unfair. Since 2008 Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and 
Labour have made it even worse by introducing the Universal Social Charge, 
the Property Tax and Water Charges. 
 
Sinn Féin wants a fair tax system, one in which all people and businesses pay 
their fair share. We want to scrap the Family Home Tax and Water Charges. 
We want to remove those on the minimum wage from the USC net. We also 
want to increase the overall tax take in a fair and progressive manner. 
 
We also need expenditure rules that are socially, economically and fiscally 
responsible. The current EU rules on government spending are known as the 
expenditure benchmark and the debt and deficit targets are designed to 
reduce the deficit but carry a significant economic, social and human cost. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Abolish unfair taxes - the Property Tax and Water Charges. 

 Remove those on the minimum wage from the USC net. 

 Introduce a third rate of income tax on individual earnings over 
€100,000. 

 Introduce a tax on individual net wealth in excess of €1 million euros, 
excluding working farmland and business assets. 

 Increase the tax take as a percentage GDP in a fair and progressive 
manner 

 Overhaul the tax system to ensure the elimination of tax avoidance, 
unfair reliefs and loopholes. 

 Renegotiate the deficit reductions targets to make them socially, 
economically and fiscally responsible. 
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A right to housing 
 
Adequate shelter is one of the most basic human needs and is consequently 
one of the most important human rights. This government doesn’t agree. We 
face a huge housing crisis. In October 2014, the official rough sleeper count 
was 20% higher than the previous year and nearly double the 2012 figure. 
According to April 2015 figures 
there are 3,000 people in emergency accommodation. Some families are 
forced to live in a single room.  
 
The number of homeless children continues to rise. There are almost 90,000 
households on the social housing waiting list. 104,693 households were in 
mortgage arrears at the end of Q1 2015. The number of accounts in arrears 
over 90 days was 74,395. Government inaction on home repossessions and 
rising rents are driving more families into homelessness. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Deliver 10,000 social housing units by the end of 2017. This will be 
funded by a once off strategic investment fund injection of €1 billion to 
build over 6000 units, the government’s budgeted 1,700 units and 
additional capital expenditure in 2016 & 2017. 

 Introduce rent controls, which would help stem the rising tide of 
homelessness. 

 Amend the Land Conveyancing Act to give greater protection to the 
family home. 

 Empower the Central Bank to be able to set caps on the Standard 
Variable Rate at the state backed banks. 
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Healthcare for all 
 
Access to healthcare when and where you need it is a fundamental right in 
any decent society, but it was the first casualty as the recession hit. One in 
every eight patients 
on a hospital waiting list is in the queue for over a year. Some people are 
waiting for up to four years to see a consultant.  
 
We have seen a deterioration of the ambulance service with potentially lethal 
consequences. The government has failed to honour its commitment to 
provide €35 million of ring-fenced mental health funding. And under this 
government’s watch our public system’s workforce has been shrunk by 9,255 
whole-time equivalent staff. 
 
The health system continues to fail people because it is a grossly inequitable 
twotier, 
public-private system. Access to care is not based on need alone. Ability to 
pay is still a key factor in access to care both in terms of timely access, and in 
many cases, quality of care. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Progressively introduce a universal public healthcare system that 
provides 

 care to all free at the point of delivery, on the basis of need alone. 

 Tackle Emergency Department overcrowding and the trolleys crisis 

 by opening and staffing more acute hospital beds and step-down beds 
and by investing in care services based in the community. 

 Phase out public subsidies for private healthcare. 

 Prioritise the extension of free GP care, abolish prescription charges 
and ensure children with serious illness and disabilities get the medical 
cards that they need. 

 Reduce the cost of medicines in our health system, including through 
changes to procurement. 

 Reduce waiting times by reversing the chronic under capacity across 
the 

 system by recruiting additional frontline workers, including nurses, 
Speech and 

 Language, Physio and Occupational Therapists, GPs and specialists. 

 Take action to make our maternity services safe including through the 
recruitment of additional midwives. 

 Increase emergency ambulance cover for each of the four regions. 

 Increase the suicide prevention budget and roll-out Suicide Crisis 
Assessment nurses in primary care and liaison nurses in A&E units. 
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Tackling the childcare crisis 
 
We need safe, quality and affordable childcare. We need childcare workers 
that are trained to the highest standard and a system that is registered and 
regularly monitored. We need childcare that is affordable. 
 
The issues of affordability and access to high quality childcare need to be 
tackled immediately. The average cost of childcare stands at €167 per week 
with costs as high as €268 per week in Dublin. 
 
We also need to address the insecurity and low pay for workers across the 
childcare sector. These are the people entrusted with the care of our children, 
our most valuable asset. They must be supported, paid a decent wage and 
encouraged to update their skills and knowledge. 
 
The ECCE free pre-school year is a good starting point on the road to 
universal childcare provision. But it is not perfect. It contributes to the part-
time, short-term nature of contracts available to workers in the sector. Many 
children with disabilities are excluded from availing of the preschool year in 
full due to the lack of SNA supports. So the scheme, the capitation rate levels 
and sessional structure should be improved before it is duplicated for a 
second year. 
 
Tax credits aren’t the magic wand. Their value could be quickly eroded by 
increased fees, such is the scale of legitimate pressure on pay across the 
sector. Tax breaks will also do nothing to further the quality agenda in 
childcare delivery. Sinn Féin is currently engaging with stakeholders in the 
sector and will shortly publish a comprehensive and lasting solution to the 
childcare crisis. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Engage with parents and childcare providers to develop top quality 
childcare. 

 Ensure an increase in investment in state funded childcare. 

 Examine and amend the ECCE free pre-school year to ensure it is 
providing decent terms and conditions to its providers and is meeting 
the needs of all children and parents. 
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Standing up for Rural Ireland 

 
Sinn Féin has a vision for rural Ireland. A vision to make it a sustainable place 
to live and to work. A place where the quality of life is matched by the quality 
of public services. A place where young educated graduates have the 
opportunity to stay and build their future and a place that welcomes back 
emigrants forced to leave over recent years. 
 
People in rural Ireland are sick of being treated as second class citizens, fed 
up with 
Under investment and angry at the lack of jobs and opportunity. It’s time for 
change. While historically, underinvestment and neglect are among the main 
reasons for the current imbalance, government policy continues to prioritise 
urban centres on the east coast. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Regenerate rural towns with a commitment to keep open post offices, 
libraries, garda stations and other services; and producing policies for 
addressing business rates and vacant commercial buildings. 

 Prioritise roll out of high speed speed broadband in rural areas that 
have the poorest levels of access 

 Tackle depopulation with a rural resettlement and returning diaspora 
programme. 

 Rural proof all our jobs and social policies to ensure human resources, 
and financial and physical investment are evenly distributed throughout 
the State. 

 Fight in Europe for all rural industries and campaign for increases in 
fishing, sugar and other quotas. 

 Bring forward a charter of rights for our islands. 

 Protect the provision of public transport for rural areas. 
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Dealing with Debt 
 

Public and private debt is crippling our economy and hundreds of thousands 
of families. Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and Labour have repeatedly put the 
interests of the banks before that of the economy, of society and of hard 
pressed families. €64 billion of taxpayers’ money was poured into the banks. 
Over €30 billion went to NAMA. Yet families in mortgage distress and 
struggling small businesses are left to fend for themselves. 
 
Nowhere is Fine Gael and Labour’s unfair recovery more evident than in the 
treatment of banks versus the treatment of householders and small 
businesses. 
Despite their pre-election rhetoric, Fine Gael and Labour have never even 
asked for a write down in the banking debt foisted on the Irish people by 
Fianna Fáil. 
 
Meanwhile, banks were given a veto on mortgage deals with struggling 
families. They have used this veto to block deals that would allow people to 
remain in their homes and legal proceedings to repossess homes have 
increased tenfold. 
Sinn Féin firmly believes that a better deal on both the public and private debt 
is possible. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Reopen negotiations on Ireland’s legacy banking debt. 

 Apply for European Stability Mechanism retrospective recapitalisation 
of AIB and BoI. 

 Amend the Insolvency Act 2013 to remove the banks veto and to 
reduce the bankruptcy period to 1 year. 

 Increase direct pressure on the banks to offer homeowners sustainable 
solutions to their mortgage distress that enables them to remain in the 
family home. 

 Direct the Central Bank to stop treating repossessions and voluntary 
surrender as ‘sustainable solutions’ under the Mortgage Arrears 
Resolution Targets. 
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A new way of doing politics 

 
There is an urgent need for meaningful political reform of both our political 
culture and the political system. The choice is between the continuation of the 
old boys’ club that protects and promotes its own and legislates for the few, 
not the many and a new type of politics that respects the democratic will of the 
people and operates with transparency, equality and fairness. 
 
Power is centralised in the hands of a small number of Ministers. The Dáil, 
Seanad and Oireachtas Committees are denied any meaningful role in the 
legislative process. 
Local government continues to be stripped of what little power it once had. 
People have even less opportunity to influence the decisions that affect their 
daily lives. 
 
Politicians pay and expenses reflect a culture of privilege and entitlement that 
was inappropriate during the boom times and is simply immoral today. The 
banking crisis showed the Irish people that a circle existed where people were 
appointed on the basis of who they knew and public money could be used to 
pay for financial gamblers’ debts – our hardearned cash used to bail out 
banks. 
 
To achieve real political reform Sinn Féin would: 

 End the centralizing of power in the hands of a small number of 
Ministers. 

 Change the law to allow for the impeachment or removal from the Dáil 
of any TD involved in corruption, deliberate misuse of public money or 
fraud. 

 Cut ministerial salaries by 40% and TDs and Senators salaries by 20%. 
End the payment of unvouched expenses for politicians. 

 Increase the power of TDs to hold the Government to account and to 
question the 

 Taoiseach and Ministers on issues of importance. 

 Give all TDs the power to bring forward draft legislation for 
consideration by the committee of which they are a member. 

 Give Dáil committees investigative powers and allocate committee 
chairs proportionally on the basis of party/ group strength with no 
additional financial reward attached to them. 

 Overhaul appointments to State boards to ensure multiple directorships 
are limited; make all appointments transparent; ensure directors’ 
salaries are fair; implement gender quotas; and provide for timely 
provision of accounts and regular auditing. 

 Establish an Office of Planning Regulator. 

 Reform and empower local government, including increasing 
participatory democracy. 

 Reduce the voting age to 16. 

 Extend voting rights in Presidential elections to people living in the 
North and to the Irish diaspora. 
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Equal rights for Irish speakers 

 
Sinn Féin supports the restoration of the Irish language as the spoken 
language among the majority of people in Ireland and the creation of a truly 
bilingual society. We believe that there should be an Aire Gaeilge & 
Gaeltachta in Cabinet with responsibility for language policy delivery.  
 
We would fully review and upgrade the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish 
Language, we would strengthen the Official Languages Act and we support 
an Acht na Gaeilge for the North. Equality is an integral part of a democratic 
society and this includes upholding the rights of Irish-language speakers. In 
the North, Minister Carál Ní Chuilinn has shown the political drive Sinn Féin 
has regarding our native language. 10,000 people have now signed up to her 
Department’s Líofa campaign to improve their use of the Irish language. 
 
Sinn Féin would: 

 Full review and upgrading of the 20- year strategy on the Irish 
language with additional funding to make it happen. The Language 
Commissioner should have a stronger role in overseeing it’s delivery. 

 Implement the recommendations of the report from the Oireachtas 

 Joint Committee on the Gaeltacht on the Official Languages Act. 

 Full status for the Irish language in the European Union – end the 
derogation now. 

 Increase funding to Údarás na Gaeltachta and Foras na Gaeilge. 

 Deliver proper language rights for citizens and guarantee the range 
and standards of service in Irish that citizens can expect from the State 

 Ensure a clear Government focus on the survival and development of 
Gaeltacht areas. The future of the Irish language is dependent upon 
the continuing existence of sustainable Gaeltacht communities where 
Irish remains the primary language of the community. 

 
 

Comhchearta do Ghaeilgeoirí 

 
Tacaíonn Sinn Féin leis an nGaeilge a bheith mar theanga labhartha i measc 
mhóramh de mhuintir na hÉireann in athuair agus sochaí dhátheangach a 
chruthú. Creidimid gur choir go mbeadh Aire Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta ann sa 
Dáil a bhfuil sé de dhualgas air nó uirthi beartas teanga a chur i bhfeidhm. 
Dhéanfaimis athbhreithniú iomlán ar an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge agus 
dhéanfaimis í a uasghrádú, neartóimis Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla agus 
tacaímid le hAcht na Gaeilge ó Thuaidh. Tá 
comhionannas mar chuid lárnach de shochaí dhaonlathach agus áirítear leis 
seo cearta Gaeilgeoirí. Léirigh an tAire Carál Ní Chuilinn an tiomantas 
polaitiúil atá ag Sinn Féin maidir lenár dteanga dhúchais. Shínigh breis agus 
10,000 duine le feachtas Líofa a Roinne chun feabhas a chur ar a gcuid 
Gaeilge. 
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IS É A DHÉANFADH SINN FÉIN: 
 

 Athbhreithniú agus uasgrádú iomlán ar an Straitéis 20 Bliain don 
Ghaeilge agus maoiniú breise a chur ar fáil lena dheimhniú go dtarlóidh 
sí. Ba chóir go mbeadh ról ní ba láidre ag an gCoimisinéir agus 
maoirseacht a dhéanamh ar chur i bhfeidhm na straitéise. 

 Na moltaí ó thuarascáil Chomhchoiste an Oireachtais ar an nGaeltacht 

 agus ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla a chur i bhfeidhm. 

 Stádas iomlán don Ghaeilge san Aontas Eorpach – agus deireadh a 
chur leis an maolú anois. 

 An maoiniú d’Údarás na Gaeltachta agus d’Fhoras na Gaeilge a 
mhéadú. 

 Cearta cuí teanga a chur ar fail do shaoránaigh agus réimse agus 
caighdeán na seirbhíse ar féidir le saoránaigh na hÉireann bheith ag 
dúil leo ón Stát a chinntiú. 

 Fócas soiléir ón Rialtas a fhorbairt maidir le saol agus forbairt na 
gceantar Gaeltachta. Tá todhchaí na Gaeilge ag brath ar cheantair 
Ghaeltachta 

 bheith ann ina mbíonn an Ghaeilge mar phríomhtheanga an phobail. 


