
 

 

 

 

 

Meeting: Bovine TB Stakeholder Forum SWG– Meeting 1 
Date: 29 March 2021  
Time: 10:00 – 12:00 
Location: Virtual Meeting 
 

Attendees 

 

Chair:  

John Griffin, Chair Scientific Working Group. 

 

Working Group Members: 

Catherine McAloon, UCD; Simon More , CVERA; Eamonn Gormley, UCD; Inma Aznar, EFSA; Margaret Good, 

Independent TB Researcher; Stephen Gordon, UCD; Siobhán Ring, ICBF;  Fraser Menzies, DAERA 

Chairman TB Forum 

Michael Cronin;  

 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine: 

Eoin Ryan; Jimmy Wiseman, DAFM Laboratory Service 

 

Bovine TB Forum Secretariat:  

Philip Breslin 

 

Apologies:  

None 

 
Please note that all non-DAFM attendees are members of the working group as private individuals and do not 

represent their associated organisations. 

 

Minutes 

 

Item  
Introduction and Terms 
of Reference by 
Chairman John Griffin. 

The Chair introduced himself and invited the other attendees to do likewise. 
The Chair read out the terms of reference for the group.  
There were no questions.  The Chair confirmed agreement and understanding 
of the TOR. 

 

Item  
Context of the Bovine 
TB Stakeholder 
Forum and Scientific 
working group  

 

Eoin Ryan from DAFM outlined the context for the creation of the scientific 
working group. It had become evident at the TB Forum that, rather than DAFM 
or Prof More being relied upon to give a scientific perspective to the Forum, 
there was a need for an independent advisory group.  This would allow for the 
separation of risk identification and analysis from risk management.  He also 



 

 

gave the context of the wider TB Forum and the other subsidiary working 
group (Financial and Implementation).  There were no questions and Eoin Ryan 
left the meeting. 

 

Item  
Operational procedures 
for the group 

The Chair gave a presentation to the Group outlining the proposed procedures.  
Two issues arose.  Firstly it was asked whether there would be any financial 
considerations for the group.  It was clarified that the group would concentrate 
on scientific aspects and financial aspects arising would be considered by the 
TB Forum and/or the Financial Working Group.  Secondly, it was agreed that a 
procedure would be put in place  in relation to the approval of opinions by the 
Working Group.  It was agreed that the procedures used by EFSA and Animal 
Health Ireland would be circulated to the group by email for consideration and 
that a procedure would then be finalised. It was further agreed that the 
presentation provided at the meeting would be updated and would be 
attached to this document. It would serve as a guide for the operation of the 
Working Group. 
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Item  
Statement of interests 
 

The Chair advised the Group that DAFM will circulate a document requesting 
each member to declare their interests.  There were no questions. 

 

Item  
Questions for 
Consideration. 
 
What is the 
proportional 
contribution of cattle to 
cattle, badger to cattle, 
and deer to cattle TB 
transmission to bovine 
TB in Ireland?  

 
 
 

There was a very engaged discussion with contributions from all members.  
The general view was that there was variation in relative contribution 
depending on location and the local epidemiological context.  The Group 
agreed that the opinion would have to be nuanced in terms of relating this as 
the question was very broad.  It was the view that a 3-month target for delivery 
was possible.  DAFM need to provide a document sharing platform to support 
the development of the opinion.  It was agreed that the opinion would be 
structured to address the target audience of the TB Forum and the time frame 
available.  Therefore, it would not take the form of a fully referenced review of 
the available literature.  

Questions for 
Consideration. 
 
What is the scope for 
existing (including 
recently developed) 
diagnostic methods to 
detect infected cattle 
which are not currently 
detected by the existing 

It was agreed that a comprehensive reply to this question would not be 
possible concurrent to preparing an opinion on the other question.  It was 
agreed that a summary of the existing available diagnostic tools could be 
provided within three months.  The Chairman of the Forum agreed that this 
was acceptable and that the TB Forum could revert with further questions 
thereafter. 



 

 

programme?  
 

 
 
 

Item  
Further Research  
 

The Chair suggested that this would be iterative as the workings of the Group 
evolved.  Philip Breslin will provide the group with the current research 
priorities outlined in the ERAD research strategy. 

 

 

 

Item  
AOB 
 

The genetic resistance of cattle to TB was raised under this agenda item. Apart 
from that, there was no other business 

 

Item  
Date of Next Meeting  
 

The next meeting will take place on the 10th of May at 10 am  

 

Action Points 

 

1 
Inma Aznar to provide group with the procedures EFSA use to deal with situations when full 
consensus is not reached. 

2 
John Griffin to provide group with the procedures AHI use to deal with situations when full consensus 
is not reached. 

3 John Griffin to update the presentation on the procedures of the Working Group 
4 DAFM to circulate statement of interest document 
5 DAFM to provide document sharing platform  

6 
John Griffin to set up framework documents in the document sharing platform in relation to the two 
questions that the working Group have been asked to provide opinions on 

7 Members of the Working Group to contribute to the framework documents 
8 Philip Breslin to circulate research priorities from current ERAD research strategy 
9 DAFM to set up next meeting link 
 

 

 


