
 

 

 

Meeting: Bovine TB Stakeholder Forum Implementation Working Group (IWG) – Meeting 4. 

Date: 08 June 2021 

Time: 11:00 – 13:00. 

Location: Virtual Meeting. 

Purpose: The stated purpose of the IWG is to consider the details and modalities for the policies set out in the 
bTB strategy. 

 

Attendees 

 
Chair:  

Sean Brady. 

 

Organisations: 

Lorcan McCabe, Paul Smyth, ICMSA; Hugh Farrell, Neassa Fitzgibbon, ICSA; Ray Doyle, ICOS; Pat Farrell, Thomas 

Bourke, IFA; Niall Feery, NPWS;  Pádraic Fogarty, Irish Wildlife Trust, David Graham Animal Health Ireland. 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM): 

Eoin Ryan, Philip Breslin, James O’ Keeffe. 

 

Bovine TB Forum Secretariat:  

Rosanne Greene, Donal Mooney, Anthony Stringer. 

 

Apologies:  

Karina Wrigley, DAFM: Michael Cronin, Chair TB Forum: Deborah Meghen, Coilte; John Keane, Macra na Feirme; 

Kevin Twomey, Farmer; Conor Geraghty, Tadgh Gavin, Veterinary Ireland. 

 

Minutes 

Item Minutes 
Introduction by Chair. The Chair welcomed all representatives to the meeting and thanked 

everyone for their contribution and time.  
Minutes of last meeting It was requested that the minutes of the last meeting be amended to 

reflect that any additional testing costs being imposed over and 
above the current arrangement whereby farmers pay for one test per 
year would not be tolerated by farm organisations.  

Statistical update 
including results of 
inconclusive testing 

DAFM provided a statistical update on bovine TB trends, (see 
attached). It was requested that the inconclusive policy be included 
on the agenda for the next meeting to discuss what more could be 
done and the advice to be given to farmers.  Farm organisations are 
to provide proposals for this discussion. A summary on the risk of 
inconclusives including post mortem results to be circulated in 
advance of the next meeting. It was requested that a map be created 
showing all of the herds in a breakdown, not just new breakdowns.  

Extended breakdown 
herds - quarterly update 

DAFM gave a presentation (see attached) and answered questions 
arising. An analysis  of the extended breakdown herds between dairy 
and beef and the number of farmers who availed of 90 day test 
versus a 60 day test was requested. The recent research showing the 
factors affecting the increase in risk of TB is to be circulated. 



Wildlife badger 
programme update 

 DAFM gave a presentation (see attached) and answered questions 
arising. Disappointment was expressed by the farm organisations at 
the level of staffing resources in some counties.  

Wildlife deer update DAFM provided an update on deer and TB. It was requested that the 
Irish Deer Management Forum be reconvened. Following reference 
to the work of the Scientific Working Group, DAFM clarified that their 
terms of reference do not include developing policy 
recommendations. Farm organisations were requested to make 
submissions on how they propose the issue of deer could be 
addressed. 

EU Animal Health Law 
pre/post movement 
testing 

DAFM gave a presentation (see attached).  It was requested that new 
herds should not be categorised as C0, and that they should be 
exempt from the requirements for C0-C3 herds. DAFM reiterated 
that new herds have a category of C0 (0), indicating no breakdowns 
in the previous ten years, enabling them to be distinguished from 
other C0 herds. Farm organisations said that the current proposals 
need more detailed discussion on the operation on the pre and post 
movement testing. Further detailed analysis was requested on the 
numbers of animals sold outside the new test requirements.  There 
were calls for either a pre or post movement test but there was no 
consensus. DAFM re-iterated that the legislation provided for a pre or 
post movement test. Farm organisations are to provide proposals on 
this topic.  

EU Animal Health Law 
movements into 
restricted herds 
conditions 

DAFM gave a presentation setting out how this new aspect of the 
Animal Health Law TB regulations could be of significant positive 
benefit to farmers experiencing a restriction by enabling them to 
move cattle into a restricted herd without having to first pass a clear 
herd test. The discussion of this item will be carried as first point into 
the next meeting.  

Date of next meeting Next IWG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 13  July 2021 @ 11 AM 
 

Action Points 

 

1 Inconclusive Policy to be included on agenda for next meeting. 
2 Summary analysis to be circulated on the risk of inconclusive reactors including post mortem results. 
3 Farm organisations to provide details of further proposals in relation to inconclusive animals. 
4 New map to be created to show the total number of herds in a breakdown in the country. 
5 Provide an analysis of the extended breakdown herds between dairy and beef. 
6 Provide the number of farmers in extended breakdown herds who availed of 90 day test versus a 60 

day test.  
7 The research carried out in 2020 showing the factors which increase the risk of TB is to be circulated. 
8 It was requested that the Irish Deer Management Forum be reconvened. 

9 Farm organisations to provide submissions on how they propose the issue of deer could be 
addressed. 

10 Further analysis to be provided in relation to the pre and post movement testing.  
 


