
 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendees 
Chairs:  

Gerry Kiely, Chair TB Finance Working Group, Michael Cronin, Chair TB Stakeholder Forum;  

 

 Farming Organisations: 

Lorcan McCabe, ICMSA; Paul Smyth, ICMSA; Hugh Farrell, ICSA; Eddie Punch, ICSA; Pat Farrell, IFA; Tomás 

Bourke, IFA, Tadhg Buckley, IFA, John Keane, MACRA 

 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine: 

Colm Forde, Frances MacAodhain 

 

Grant Thornton: 

Lindsay Bell 

 

Minutes 

 

Item Minutes 
Agreement of 
Minutes 

Minutes were taken as agreed.   

Presentation from 
Grant Thornton on 
Cost Benefit Analysis 

Grant Thornton presented on the updates to the Cost Benefit Analysis since the 
FWG meeting in April.  
Latest draft includes two estimates for farm labour of €7.6m and €7.7m based on 
a range of assumptions.  

Discussion on Cost 

Benefit Analysis 

Presentation 

All farm organisations expressed dissatisfaction with the estimates for farm labour 
prepared by Grant Thornton and the assumptions underpinning those estimates..   

 
DAFM referred to the fact that Grant Thornton had highlighted the difficulties 
with providing a reasonable estimate in the first draft but that all members of the 
group had requested the calculation of a figure despite these challenges.  The 
Chair will reflect with DAFM officials on how to proceed with finalising the CBA. 
 

Better targeting of 
financial supports 

DAFM presented proposals aimed to better target income supplement payments 
in line with the terms of reference of the group. 
 
Farm organisations stated that the proposals needed careful consideration. 
Farming organisations indicated that they will make submissions in relation to the 
proposals circulated as well as the wider income supplement scheme. 
 
Consistent with previous meetings, it was confirmed that proposals with financial 
implications will be considered as part of a wider examination of all proposed 
policies supported by a sustainable funding model.   

 

1 
Farm organisations to submit proposals on the targeting of income supplement by Friday 25th June 
2021. 
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