
  
   
  

 
 

Issue 3 – July 2021 
Welcome 

Welcome to the third edition of SE-NEWS, the 

newsletter for social enterprises in Ireland brought to 

you by the Department of Rural and Community 

Development. As always, our aim is to share 

information and news of interest to social enterprises 

throughout Ireland, to help build and strengthen the 

Social Enterprise community and to share case studies 

and examples of good practice. 

In this edition, we bring you news of two new Dormant 

Accounts Funded programmes for Social Enterprise; 

The €945,000 Covid-19 Social Enterprise Regeneration 

Scheme and the €800,000 Social Enterprise Start-up 

Fund. 

Donegal based social enterprise Spraoi & Spórt has 

sent us news of how their quick action saved school 

tours for hundreds of children in their locality.  

As most of us are winding down for some well-earned 

holidays (in Ireland!), we bring you a rundown of some 

of the social enterprise tourist attractions that are worth 

visiting. Our ‘Focus on SE’ feature provides regular 

case studies highlighting the many ways social 

enterprises are making a difference in our communities. 

This edition, in keeping with our theme of social 

enterprises that are visitor attractions, we put the 

spotlight on Castlecomer Discovery Park in Kilkenny.  

If you want your social enterprise to feature in an 

upcoming edition or to suggest news to be included in 

the next edition then please email us at 

senews@drcd.gov.ie  

The Editor 

 

 

DRCD is maintaining a list of supports for social 

enterprise. The list includes sources of funding, 

training or advice. 

Supports for Social Enterprise  

If you know of any supports available for social 

enterprise that are not on the list then let us 

know. 

***** 

If you are organising any events or training in 

the near future that you think others in the social 

enterprise community would be interested in, 

send details to us at se-news@drcd.ie. 

***** 

Financing Social Enterprise in Ireland 

Do you have something to say about how Social 

Enterprise in Ireland is financed? Have your 

voice heard as part of a new collaborative 

project: https://socialfinance.ie/survey/  

Closing date 28th July 2021. 

***** 

TU Dublin Social Economy Enterprise Module 

This module will provide students with a 

thorough understanding of what constitutes the 

social economy enterprise sector, the challenges 

the sector faces, the contribution it can make in 

addressing a range of societal issues and the 

supports required and provided to strengthen the 

sector’s development 

For further information contact: 

Gerard.doyle@tudublin.ie 

 

 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

Join our Mailing List to receive every issue of SE News directly to 

your inbox. 

Send your email address to senews@DRCD.gov.ie 

mailto:senews@drcd.gov.ie
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/94437/76d7e367-eac2-43c6-a7f0-3fa83b2b7693.pdf#page=null
https://socialfinance.ie/survey/
mailto:Gerard.doyle@tudublin.ie


€945,000 COVID-19 SOCIAL 
ENTERPRISE REGENERATION 
PROGRAMME 
 
Minister for Rural and Community Development, 

Heather Humphreys TD announced the provision of 

€945,000 to support hundreds of Social Enterprises 

across the country. 

The funding has been awarded to 12 Consortia of Local 

Development Companies under the Covid-19 Social 

Enterprise Regeneration Programme. The programme, 

which is funded through the Dormant Accounts Fund, 

will provide free training and mentoring to social 

enterprise managers, directors and staff across the 

country. It is estimated that over 550 social enterprises 

will benefit from these supports over the next year, 

which will build their capacity in areas such as strategic 

planning, digital innovation, capacity building and 

governance. 

Announcing the funding, Minister Humphreys said “The 

COVID-19 pandemic has put a spotlight on the 

invaluable role played by Social Enterprises in their 

communities. Across Ireland throughout this pandemic, 

Social Enterprises have made an important contribution 

in areas such as mental health, social inclusion and the 

circular economy. In February, I announced an 

€800,000 call for proposals from Local Development 

Companies to provide supports to assist social 

enterprises in their recovery from Covid-19.  Given the 

high level of interest and quality of the applications, I 

have decided to increase this allocation to €945,000, 

which will benefit 12 specific projects and hundreds of 

Social Enterprises. The regional rollout of the scheme 

contributes positively to the commitment under Our 

Rural Future to deliver a suite of new measures to 

support the development of Social Enterprises in rural 

and to contribute to job creation locally.” 

 

The programme will be delivered by the Local 

Development Companies on a regional basis and will 

be managed on the Department’s behalf by the Irish 

Local Development Network (ILDN). Welcoming the 

allocations ILDN CEO Joe Saunders said “I warmly 

welcome today’s funding announcement and the 

increased allocation of much needed supports for Social 

Enterprises as part of the COVID19 recovery.  This 

announcement underlines the collaboration between 

DRCD and the ILDN and will greatly assist our extensive 

network of Local Development Companies to support 

Social Enterprises nationwide”. 

 

More details of the consortia receiving funding under 

COVID-19 Social Enterprise Regeneration Programme 

are available here 

MINISTER HUMPHREYS ANNOUNCES 
€800,000 SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 
START-UP FUND  
 

Minister for Rural and 

Community Development, 

Heather Humphreys, TD 

announced the launch of 

the €800,000 Social 

Enterprise Start-up Fund 

to provide tailored 

supports to Start-up Social Enterprises and will support 

social enterprises with small grants to help them expand 

their businesses and create jobs. It is specifically aimed 

at early stage social enterprises which have a clear 

ambition to impact a critical social issue.  

 

Announcing the Social Enterprise Start-up Fund, 

Minister Humphreys said “I am delighted to be in a 

position today to announce a €800,000 Social 

Enterprise Start-up Fund to run over two years, the 

purpose of which is to provide tailored supports to early 

stage social enterprises, a group that generally has 

difficulty accessing the more mainstream social 

enterprise supports. Twenty-five social enterprises from 

across Ireland will receive cash grants of between 

€9,500 and €12,000, as well as access to a six month 

tailored training programme. This announcement 

underscores my commitment under the National Social 

Enterprise Policy to growing and strengthening Social 

Enterprise right across the country. The programme 

itself is comes under the Dormant Accounts Fund in my 

Department. It will be delivered by Rethink Ireland who 

have a great track record in administering supports to 

social enterprises”. 

Deirdre Mortell, CEO of Rethink Ireland added: ''At 

Rethink Ireland we believe that social enterprises can 

play a pivotal role in supporting the transition to a more 

inclusive, sustainable and green economy. We're 

delighted to be partnering with the Department of Rural 

and Community Development to provide much-needed 

start-up funding and supports as part of today's 

commitment to the Social Enterprise sector in Ireland. 

Our research continues to show that this type of funding 

and support is critical to ensuring social enterprises 

have the best chance of reaching sustainability and 

maximising impact in their communities.'' 

 

Full details of the Social Enterprise Start-up Fund are 

available here 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/21005-our-rural-future-minister-humphreys-to-provide-almost-one-million-euro-in-covid-funding-under-social-enterprise-regeneration-programme/
https://rethinkireland.ie/


SOCIAL ENTERPRISE’S QUICK ACTION 
SAVES SCHOOL TOURS 
 

Carndonagh Social 

Enterprise, Spraoi 

agus Spórt, saved 

school tours for local 

children, after 

principals appealed 

for help. Under Covid 

restrictions, tours 

were only permitted if they stayed local, so schools 

wanted help to create exciting and engaging days out.  

“Social enterprises are unique in their ability to respond 

quickly to local needs, and we are no exception”, says 

Spraoi agus Spórt Co-Founder & CEO, Helen Nolan. 

“Our staff got creative and put together five options for 

safer small groups, so classes could remain in their 

bubbles and each pupil would get more attention. We 

also wanted the local economy to benefit, so we 

engaged with local business and activity owners too. A 

total of 9 schools took part, and 538 local children got 

their big day out. The tours also provided children with 

a great taster session for what Spraoi offers during the 

holidays and after school throughout the year.” 

The tour options included Build a Teddy Bear, Design a 

T-Shirt, or a visit to Spraoi & Sport’s Fab Lab. There was 

also an obstacle course and park games and with and 

surfing lessons provided by Inishowen Surf School.  

“It’s important to highlight the fact that as a social 

enterprise, we believe in the importance of working with 

others in our community. This initiative is a real living 

example of how a community can be stronger together, 

we saw local schools buying into the importance of 

supporting their local social enterprise.”  

“Our school tours also catered particularly well for 

children with a disability,” says Helen.  Spraoi has 

extensive experience delivering disability services and 

has specialised resources such as a state-of-the-art 

sensory room. 

Spraoi chairperson, Patricia Lee, laid out some key 

facts behind the fun days out. “This year we ensured 

that the school tour income stayed in our local economy. 

It is important to recognise the importance of schools 

and parents supporting this initiative, by using our 

services they are supporting 12 full and part time jobs. 

These jobs ensure that we can deliver essential local 

services such as disability services and gives us the 

ability to adapt and respond to situations such just like 

this.” 

Find out more about Spraoi agus Spórt and their 

services to the local community at their website 

www.spraoiagussport.ie  

VIRTUAL SEMINAR - HOW CAN YOUR 
SOCIAL ENTERPRISE STAND OUT 
FROM THE CROWD  
 
As part of the series of public procurement webinars 

being run as a joint venture by the Department of Rural 

and Community Development, the Department of 

Justice and Pobal, a webinar entitled ‘Standing Out from 

the Crowd  - How to effectively Market your Social 

Enterprise’ will take place on 28th July 2021. 

  

While this session will be a great benefit to those 

contemplating bidding for a public contract, the webinar 

will be of interest to many other social enterprises. 

There has been huge interest so far, and additional 

spaces have been made available on Eventbrite. 

This webinar will focus on how best to market your 

social enterprise to potential customers. It will 

explore how your social mission can be the ‘secret 

sauce’ that unlocks more customers and more 

contracts for your goods and services. 

 

Attendees will hear from Kris Bryson, Partnership 

Director at UK Based Social Enterprise 'Wildhearts 

Group' and how they have become the UK’s leading 

Business-2-Business provider of office supplies. 

Register for your place here 

 
SOCIAL ENTERPRISES TO VISIT THIS 
SUMMER 
 
If you are planning a ‘staycation’ in Ireland during the 

summer of 2021, why not check out and support some 

of the many local community tourism and other projects 

in the area you are visiting. This will in turn help to 

support local jobs and the local social economy. 

 

The Department of Community and Rural Development 

supports a range of community tourism, heritage and 

recreational services across the country under the 

Community Services Programme (CSP). 

Some examples of the many local community tourism 

projects to visit include: 

 

The Achill Experience - Aquarium and visitors centre: 

Achill’s first all-

weather visitor 

centre and 

Mayo’s only 

Aquarium. The 

Aquarium 

consists of 16 tanks exhibiting varieties of fish to be 

found in waters off Achill, which is on the Wild Atlantic 

Way. The Aquarium also house a selection of tropical 

fish from around the world.  

 

https://spraoiagussport.ie/
https://spraoiagussport.ie/
http://www.spraoiagussport.ie/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/standing-out-from-the-crowd-how-to-effectively-market-a-social-enterprise-tickets-162824920721
https://e.sensorpro.net/run/Url.aspx?m=lIh%2B1ou6Wx2PpgfioVEpH13AcYEFGZKWt1XaY5h%2FQf7yMFQX3OBDpximJGtKzL3ybwdzV7jEkt0%3D_zekh_7adsek-MqHy15CtksmY%2FtAICljGyvcZFK1y7zvqQaC6qamFgoGfWcHbT%2BdVIX80f00F31Pm_zekh_ett
https://achillexperience.ie/


The Benwisken Centre: A hostel and community centre 

just north of Sligo town under the Benwisken Mountain. 

A great base and a cost effective way to explore the 

beautiful surrounding area. 

  

 The Castlecomer Discovery Park: Spread over 80 acres 

of stunning natural woodland and lakes in Co Kilkenny, 

amenities include  a tree–top walk and climbing wall, a 

playground, zip line and octagon, boats and canoeing 

and walking trails to name but a few. 

  

The Fort Dunree Military Museum Located in 

Inishowen, Co 

Donegal, a site of 

significant historical 

importance to the county, 

the museum which offers 

an audio-visual theatre, 

museum displays, and 

underground bunkers. 

Plus walking trails, 

kayaking, yoga and a coffee shop.  You may  have 

recently seen the news  that they have been awarded 

€9.3m by the  Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 

Gaeltacht, Sport and Media under Fáilte Ireland’s 

Platforms for Growth programme for the building of the 

first funicular railway in Ireland and a glass walkway, 

which will provide spectacular views of the natural 

environment. 

 

The West Cork Model 

Railway Village: 

Situated in Clonakilty, 

West Cork the Railway 

Village takes you on a 

trip back in time, where 

you can see life as it 

was in the 1940s. See the old West Cork railway line 

portrayed in delightful miniature serving the local towns. 

  

 

Thanks to Deirdre Whitmore and Liam McKeever at 

Pobal for this article.  

EUROPEAN SOCIAL ECONOMY AWARDS 

Social Economy Europe (SEE) is proud to introduce the 

first edition of the European Social Economy Awards. 

The Awards aim at raising the visibility of the social 

economy, in its whole diversity and across various 

sectors and countries, they will also serve as inspiration 

to other social economy actors, public authorities and 

citizens aiming at becoming entrepreneurs, activists 

and change-makers. The Social Economy Awards will 

have three categories: 

Social Innovation: including organisations which work 

towards the inclusion of vulnerable or marginalised 

individuals, people with disabilities, migrants, and 

individuals far from the labour market; and or 

organisations providing innovative social services of 

general interest and solutions to social issues. 

Green Transition: for organisations working towards a 

Green and Just Transition, while upholding the values 

of the social economy. This can include renewable 

energy, housing, sustainable mobility, the circular 

economy, water management, sustainable food 

production among many others. 

Digitalisation and Skills: for organisations working on 

upskilling and reskilling of social economy employees, 

potential entrepreneurs students etc. to prepare them 

for the jobs in a digital future. This category also 

embraces social economy initiatives operating in the 

digital economy or with an important focus on 

technological innovation. Both dimensions 

upskilling/reskilling human capital and technological 

innovation will be taken into account. 

Applications for each one of these categories can be 

submitted here by Monday 6 September at 14:00 CEST. 

More information can be found here. 

Apply to boost the visibility of your project and of the 

Social Economy Community!  

WHEEL TRAINING LINKS PROGRAMME 

Training Networks are 

invited to apply for grants 

ranging from €10,000.00 to 

€50,000.00, under the 

Training Links programme. 

Applications are open until 

Friday, 13 August at 5pm.   

Training Links is a funding programme that supports 

community and voluntary organisations to form Training 

Networks - groups of a minimum of ten organisations 

who come together to undertake training that they may 

not have the opportunity to do individually.  In order to 

apply, organisations must come together and form a 

Training Network with a minimum of ten members.  

Applications are open until Friday, 13 August 2021 at 

5pm. The application form and application checklist are 

available here.   

 

 

https://e.sensorpro.net/run/Url.aspx?m=iZypYSlcZ19Ie5VnzrCGnmqKB38Js75TnAEVE59ZboB51Gl2sISiTvRq5KH8ZwQ3bwdzV7jEkt0%3D_zekh_7adsea-MqHy15CtksmY%2FtAICljGyvcZFK1y7zvqQaC6qamFgoGfWcHbT%2BdVIX80f00F31Pm_zekh_ett
https://e.sensorpro.net/run/Url.aspx?m=cL%2Fzd5S%2FIvh1U7OsxD%2FDyGNPqtSOhyU59TuLaWEl4FTgogBkvCLadS2AFdlyPwlmbwdzV7jEkt0%3D_zekh_7adsez-MqHy15CtksmY%2FtAICljGyvcZFK1y7zvqQaC6qamFgoGfWcHbT%2BdVIX80f00F31Pm_zekh_ett
https://e.sensorpro.net/run/Url.aspx?m=A8cVDTsnajhAJu7OGmK09K1wgEWxWrRmt1G6W2x8RuVmb8ACZdCVr%2Fw5io00MhQmbwdzV7jEkt0%3D_zekh_7adseh-MqHy15CtksmY%2FtAICljGyvcZFK1y7zvqQaC6qamFgoGfWcHbT%2BdVIX80f00F31Pm_zekh_ett
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-tourism-culture-arts-gaeltacht-sport-and-media/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-tourism-culture-arts-gaeltacht-sport-and-media/
https://www.failteireland.ie/Identify-Available-Funding/Platform-for-growth.aspx
https://modelvillage.ie/
https://modelvillage.ie/
https://socialeconomy.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d6819bcea535d11ff6370295&id=96f2888cdb&e=66ef717b81
https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org/2021/06/29/european-social-economy-awards/
https://thewheel.cmail19.com/t/i-l-clkhitl-trlrlrbx-r/
https://thewheel.cmail19.com/t/i-l-clkhitl-trlrlrbx-t/
https://thewheel.cmail19.com/t/i-l-clkhitl-trlrlrbx-d/
https://modelvillage.ie/


Focus on SE 

 

Castlecomer Discovery Park is a great 

example of a business that works 

primarily to improve the lives of people. 

Their social mission is to create jobs 

and to develop rural tourism as a means 

to regenerate the local economy.   

 
Castlecomer Discovery Park is one of Ireland’s 

premier adventure parks, set on 80 acres of stunning 

woodland and lakes.  

 

 
  

Following the closure of local coal mines in 1969, the 

town of Castlecomer was economically devastated. 

There was some manufacturing in the town 

afterwards but that was gone too in the 90’s. 

Castlecomer Discovery Park was founded in 2007 as 

a community project to rejuvenate the town. 

 

It aims to provide a range of programmes that inform, 

educate and enable journeys of discovery, in the 

areas of wellness, environment, sustainability and 

resilience building. A range of inclusive adventure 

programmes give access to people with a wide range 

of abilities.  

 

The park is home to Ireland’s longest zip wire and a 

host of other activities from high ropes courses to 

archery and canoeing.   

There are two on-site coffee shops, a craft yard with 

a range of shops, a coal mining museum and a busy 

education programme. 

 

 
 

Castlecomer Discovery Park has created 10 Full-time 

Jobs and up to 60 part-time and seasonal jobs. Two 

volunteers also work at the park. 

 

With visitor numbers of 144,000 per annum, the town 

has been economically regenerated - a new hotel 

and 2 new restaurants have been added to the town 

as well as several other initiatives, which have 

improved the quality of life for Castlecomer citizens.  

 

Covid-19 has had a huge impact on the park.  The 

programmes were closed in March 2020, with a short 

reopening for July & August, followed by a series of 

further lock downs.  This created challenges around 

staff training and managing cash during the period. 

  

Some positives have been the public’s awakening to 

the joys of outdoor pursuits, whether that is walking 

or water activities.  They feel lucky to have such a 

stunning site that rejuvenates visitors, and are 

delighted to be able to provide this service. 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Castlecomer Discovery Park 
The Estate Yard, Drumgoole, Castlecomer, 
Co. Kilkenny, R95HY7X 
 
Telephone: 056-444 0707 
Email: info@discoverypark.ie 
Website & Social media handles:  

 
www.discoverypark.ie 
https://www.facebook.com/CastlecomerDiscovery
Park 
https://www.instagram.com/castlecomer_discover
y_park/ 
https://twitter.com/C_DiscoveryPark 
 

If you would like your social enterprise to feature in a future edition 

of SE-News, please contact senews@drcd.ie for an application 

form and mention ‘Focus on SE Application’ in the subject line. 

mailto:info@discoverypark.ie
http://www.discoverypark.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/CastlecomerDiscoveryPark
https://www.facebook.com/CastlecomerDiscoveryPark
https://www.instagram.com/castlecomer_discovery_park/
https://www.instagram.com/castlecomer_discovery_park/
https://twitter.com/C_DiscoveryPark
mailto:senews@drcd.ie

