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To: Persons or companies exporting Equine Animals from Ireland to third (i.e. non-EU) 

countries  

 

Subject: Export of Equine Animals from Ireland to non-EU countries with exception of Great 

Britain 

 

Background:  

 

Official certification from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required 

when equines are being exported from Ireland to non-EU countries. Certification is an 

assurance provided by the Government of Ireland, to the authorities of the country of 

destination, that the animals meet all health and identification requirements so as not to 

pose a threat to the animal health status of that country. Provision of certification can be a 

complex process, involving multiple guarantees and blood sampling requirements which 

vary across the different non-EU countries.  For most countries this certification is provided 

by both the Horse Exports team in Agriculture House, whose role is to process the 

documents in advance, and by a Veterinary Inspector (VI) of the relevant Regional 

Veterinary Office (RVO) whose role is to inspect the animal(s) and endorse the documents. 

 

Scope: 

 

This trader notice refers to submission of applications to the Horse Exports team in 

Agriculture House for processing in advance of the RVO’s involvement. Transporters should 

continue liaising with the RVOs directly to arrange inspection of the animal(s) and 

endorsement of the documents.  

 

This trader notice does not refer to export certification that is processed entirely in the 

RVOs.  

 

Submission of documents to Horse Exports team in Agriculture House 

 

It is the responsibility of operators to submit the full and complete application to the Horse 

Exports team without errors or omissions, at least five working days before the final date for 



passing of the documents to the RVO for their inspection of the animal(s) and endorsement 

of the export. Only test results required by the terms of the certificate to be completed 

within less than five working days before dispatch can be missing from the application. 

Please submit applications in the format of one email per horse with all relevant 

documentation attached to the email and the horse’s name in the subject line.  

Any errors or omissions in the paperwork will delay certification. DAFM will not accept 

responsibility for any delays or losses resulting from incomplete, incorrect or late 

applications. 

Applicant should not finalise travel arrangements until all paperwork has been processed by 

the DAFM Horse Exports team and confirmation of same has been issued to applicants. 

Circumstances such as situations where a test must be completed within five working days 

of dispatch are an exception to this rule. 

As stated above, completed applications must be submitted to the Horse Exports team a 

minimum of 5 working days before the certification is required by the VI of the RVO for 

inspection of the animal(s), endorsement of the documents and signing of the health 

certificate. Errors or omissions may result in the application being returned to the applicant 

for revision, in which case a five working day notice period will apply from date of 

resubmission. 
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