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Introduction 
 
A public consultation on the development of a new solid fuel regulation for Ireland took place between 

18 February and 2 April, 2021.  

This was carried out in the context of a commitment in the Programme for Government to work 

towards a nationwide extension on the existing ban of the sale, marketing, distribution and burning of 

bituminous coal (“the smoky coal ban”, as it commonly known) over the term of government.  

It was subsequently decided to also consider regulating other solid fuels used for domestic heating. 

This is in line with our stated aim of improving air quality for everybody, as the choices we make when 

heating our homes have a significant impact on our health and the health of our neighbours. 

There were four main strands to the public consultation: 
 

  Technical Call  

  Online Questionnaire  

  Online Survey  

  Town Halls 

 

A summary of the online survey and questionnaire has been published separately and is available at - 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5de58-public-consultation-on-the-development-of-new-solid-fuel-

regulations-for-ireland/  

The Department also received a number of submissions to the consultation via post and email. This 

document provides a copy of the text of these submissions.  All supporting documents are available at 

the above link. 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5de58-public-consultation-on-the-development-of-new-solid-fuel-regulations-for-ireland/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5de58-public-consultation-on-the-development-of-new-solid-fuel-regulations-for-ireland/


3 

 

1 
 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I am writing in relation to the idea of banning turf and logs. My home is heated with solid fuel. I cannot 
heat a single room in my house without solid fuel. This proposal will leave me in a situation where I cn 
not heat my house. The health issues that this will cause are actually substantial. I work in health are 
and I am aware of the impact of a cold house on respiratory disorders. minister Ryan outlines that air 
pollution effects health, so too does a cold house. I work as an occupational therapist which involves 
completing home visits. Our elderly population rely heavily on solid fuel to heat their homes. I live in 
the Midlands and my home was bought with a mortgage. I cannot afford to change my heating 
system. I have worked throughout the covid pandemic and this anxiety I experience about being 
unable to heat my home feels harsh. I am tired. I want to heat my house in peace. I can not afford 
over 30000 euro to insulate my exterior walls. I can not afford to change my heating system. I will 
freeze to death if this ban comes in.  
I don't think minister Ryan has left Dublin recently. If he got in a car and actually drove through 
leinster he would see the number of homes relying on solid fuel. It is not a small number. The road I 
live on all rely on solid fuel. How can each person just change their heating system? My elderly 
parents can not afford to change their heating system. They do not qualify for a substantial grant. The 
cost needs to be footed, 70% of the bill. We are not ignorant to the issue of climate change. How 
ever, we simy do not have money to just change our heating system. How can we be left with no 
ability to heat our homes?? In the 21st century in Ireland, being left without heat is simply not good 
enough. It is against our universal rights. This is a discriminatory attempt to bring ina law that targets 
people financially. There is no efforts bring put in to realistically help cover the cost of upgrading our 
homes. The government are not working for the people. Minister Ryan should be ashamed. My 90 
year old grandmother dots at her turf fire everyday. Should we just throw her into a nursing home 
because we can't afford to change her house? My other grandmother also relies on turf. Minister 
Ryan does not have this issue in his own home, therefore his ignorance knows no bounds. He is a 
representative of the Irish people first and then the green party, but this is not apparent. The 
suggestion of this law is premature and irresponsible. My extended family are sick with worry about 
how they will heat their houses, as am I. We simply can not afford to just switch our house. We cannot 
afford to switch our cars. We're doing our best and with the right structures and supports this 
transition could happen but not in the next 5 years, it needs time, it can not be pushed through when 
the money and bills have to be footed by Irish people. We have to save money to afford these 
changes. That is a fair approach. How long it takes to save 30000 if you're on the Irish pension needs 
to be allowed for. This law breaches human rights. It is targeted at a group of individuals in society 
and is doe right discriminatory.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
The use of Smokey fuels by the general population is important to us all .Most people have no other 
choice , as such a reduction of the carbon tax is the way to go. If better fuels are available most 
people will use them at the right price. Everyone is under pressure money wise to pay for heating so 
increasing the cost for the poor and elderly is unethical. The people in the Dail have no bother paying 
for other expensive fuels as they have well paid salaries and pensions.  
XXXXXX XXXXXX 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Good afternoon, 
I am writing to express my great concern with Minister Eamonn Ryan proposed ban on fuel. I strongly 
urge the Government to reject this proposal which will have a detrimental effect on Rural Ireland. 
Effective Government should ensure that alternatives are in place prior to any plans and protect the 
citizens of this country being left without a basic right of warmth in our homes. Many issues need to 
be addressed prior to any proposal of this nature to ensure that households are not negatively 
impacted, it is ridiculous to push forward any proposal without due care. Considerations such as -  
 
 

1. Lack of affordable, reliable alternatives in rural areas.  
2. Opportunities for households to upgrade if required prior to any ban.  
3. SEAI grant aid not directed at suitable measures for stone homes, which are practically carbon 

neutral due to the local building materials and labour used when they were constructed and 
the length of time that is spread over.  

4. Wet timber is usually stored at home before burning to allow it to dry out, believe it or not rural 
people do use common sense.  

Thank you, please be realistic here.  
--  
Regards, 
XXXXX XXXXXXXX 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
A Chara  
I wish to object in the strongest terms to the proposed ban on turf and timber for fuel being extended 
nationally.what am i ment to use to heat my house when the electricity goes down in rural locations 
like before christmas 3 times i 1 week the third one was for over 8 hours which resulted inmy boiler 
cracking because no water could be pumped to it and it ran out of water because the safty valves for 
too hot worked dumping hot water so now i only have solid fuel cooker no boiler to heat my house. Air 
quality in cities is as a result of many factors nothing to do with rural houses using timber  
1 vast numbers of cars stuck in traffic spilling out exhaust fumes.  
Large industry and dont forget all those people smoking. And worse still vaping so font go blami g 
people who have no other option for heating . 
Where i live i have lichens growing on the pillars of my house if there was air polution here i would not 
have them. 
As well as that i dont have fires going 24 7 today no fires lit and yesterdays only on when we came in 
from work out by 10pm. 
Now i have a question what do i do with fallen timber.i will be penalised on my ag payments if i let 
them thrown on the ground. Minister Ryan needs a good dose of reality on how the world of real life 
works. People need heat what are we to use that does NOT cause fumes of some type to be emitted. 
We do not have natural gas pipe line passing our doors wind energy not good enough so fix 
resources before you ban the alternative. Banning smokey cold was ment to fix your air quality why 
did it not do so ? How many people in Dublin are burning turf and timber. Ckean up your own 
backyard before you condemn the people of rural ireland to a miserable cold existence.  
Thank you  
Is mise le meas  
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
To whom it concerns, 
Regarding Mr. Ryan’s  decision to ban solid fuel I disagree, 1. Many houses depend on solid fuel for 
heat and cooking, theses houses too old to covert to modern systems which families cannot afford. 
 2. My parents currently buying foreign brickettes ( way more pollution involved in bringing them into 
the country) and there is very little heat out of them so went back to BNM brickettes which are hard to 
get , what will they do when they run out 3. I live in the countryside, all around me BIG dairy farms 
popping up , there was about 80 beef cows on farm across from me and now near 1000 dairy cows 
and massive dairy parlour, machinery on tiny roads breaking them up and slurry tanks and 
zerograzers crashing into locals and slurry sprayed non stop , many days we cannot open the 
windows in our house and I get nauseous and headaches from the constant smell, and dumping into 
local small river too ...... government have turned total blind eye to this NEW pollution and all over the 
country . 
4. Why were the people of Ireland not asked to vote on closing the bogs and the setting up of multiple 
Dairies, this effects everyone as much as other issues voted on . 
Yours Sincerely 
Xxxxx xxxxx 
Sent from my iPhone 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
To whom it concerns  
 
I do not support the imposition of ban on wood and turf sales as it restricts those on lower incomes 
from having an alternative to affordable heating.  
 
There is already a known fact of heating poverty in many poorer areas of society where income does 
not afford high electric costs. Coal has risen considerably in cost, carbon tax is a further tax on the 
poor and reducing the alternatives further drives this poverty.  
 
Let them eat cake appears to be message of this ban, imposed by those idealists on comfortable 
salaries who have no idea of heat poverty. Bring down the price of electricity or give a fuel allowance 
credit for those on lower salaries but this is only going to hurt the poor.  
 
Yours  
 
Xxxxx xxxxxx  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I am extremely concerned at the smokey coal bán. It shows how out of touch the government is with 
people in rural areas. Talk of this bán is creating anxiety for older people who rely on fossil fuels to 
heat themselves during the cold weather.  
 
Some of these policy makers should spend a bit of time in coastal areas in Ireland with a pension and 
smokeless coal. There would be a hasty retreat back to the city I'm thinking.  
 
If smokey coal is going to be banned, stop putting the horse in front of the cart and have a worth while 
replacement in sitiu before causing undue stress for older people in this country who live day to day 
and cannot afford the ideas and ideals of The Green Party. 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
What sort of consultation starts with a foregone conclusion?  
Are you prepared to be tried with genocide for freezing pensioners to death in Rural Ireland? 
Consider me consulted. 
Xxxxx xxxxxxxx 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
 
  

https://go.onelink.me/107872968?pid=InProduct&c=Global_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers&af_wl=ym&af_sub1=Internal&af_sub2=Global_YGrowth&af_sub3=EmailSignature
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
 
I live downwind of a neighbour who lights their fire most days from 3 o clock. We live in an area where 
gas is available and easily heats homes more efficiently, and thankfully most houses don’t bother 
lighting fires. Yet this single neighbour chooses to light a smoky fire. As a result, if my washing is in 
the line I have to run out and get them before the smoke ruins them. If my windows are open I have to 
close them. If my kids are playing, I have to bring them in. I live near the M50, yet this single chimney 
appears to cause more environmental damage to the neighbourhood. Please carefully regulate and 
tax ALL fuel for fires including the very toxic smelling fire starting accelerants. Also, make them less 
readily  available from convenience stores to make them more difficult to acquire. Also consider 
adding packaging requirements like on cigarette boxes warning of their danger and limit advertising. 
Anything to discourage this needless scourge! 
 
 
Regards, 
Xxxx x xxxxx 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
An Chara,  
I have already written to the department on this matter and received a reply telling me that there were 
no plans to ban turf or "wet" timber nationally, however, this morning on Morning Ireland heard 
Minister Ryan state that this was exactly his plan. I would like to present the following observations.  
1 People in rural areas and small towns do not have access to gas suppies or to reliable, affordable , 
electricity. In the area I live in there have been five large power outages this winter so far. Each of 
these was when it was dark, cold and wet. Exactly the times when we need to be warm dry and fed.  
The minister stated that there had been an increase in the fuel allowance for social welfare recipients, 
this is true, but there was also a corresponding rise in unit charge for electricity, which is what the 
government said the increase was to cover. The TOTAL amount is € 20. per week. With a unit price of 
17c per kw, this gives approx 10 units per week but does not cover the associated standing charges 
and taxes. This is not sufficient to warm a home, cook meals heat water and dry washing. 
Many people in small towns are on social welfare due to lack of job opportunities locally and poor 
transport connections. 
ANY GOVERNMENT bringing in such a measure MUST FIRST address RELIABILITY OF SUPPLY 
and COST. If this is not addressed, people will not die of breathing related diseases due to 
atmospheric particulates, but damp and cold related diseases due to fuel poverty and inaccessibility.  
2. Minister Ryan stated that "measures are in place to up - grades the insulation of homes." The SEAI 
programme of measures are not suitable for the stone built homes that many people in Ireland live in. 
A study was presented to the government in 2018, based on the experiences in Scotland regarding 
this. Stone houses that form the majority of homes in small towns and rural Ireland are an important 
part of our cultural heritage and their embedded energy was small when they were built because they 
used local labour and materials, this means that their carbon footprint is now very low because that 
embedded energy is spread across more than a century. They are also good strong homes where 
they have been kept in good repair or sympathetically renovated. There needs to be a change to the 
SEAI programme to grant aid natural (lime/hemp, lime/sheep wool or similar, breathable ) insulation 
for these homes and much better support. Also quality of workmanship and a watertight guaruntee 
that faults will be rectified where one can only chose from an approved list of suppliers (the problem 
with approved lists and with builders in general is that they take on too much work. They are then so 
busy that their main focus is to get the job finished and move on to the next one so that they are not 
under pressure from the next client AND they make the maximum amount of profit) 
3. The inclusion of "wet wood" in this bill .- timber is generally bought for storage when it is fresh cut. 
Anyone using timber to heat their homes would know that using wet timber is inefficient and 
dangerous is more likely to lead to chimney fires. By legislating to have only pre dried timber 
government will increase the carbon footprint of the timber because it will have to be kiln dried which 
will use electricity, this will also increase the price and make it unavailable to lower income 
households . 
4. Action needs to be taken to reduce pollution. Travel is a very large contributor to pollution and is 
somrthing that most people rarely did as recently as 60 years ago. People do not need to travel but 
they do need to keep warm, dry and fed.  
 
This is my submission.  
I hope you will take it into consideration.  
Regards, Xxx xxxx   
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear sir/ madam  
I am emailing to voice my concerns about the banning use of coal Turf etc as a home fuel. Currently I 
live in a rural area with no alternative to using these fuels and in periods of bad weather we cannot 
even get out of the house due to roads not being maintained. As we live in an old house the only 
heating options are coal wood or turf for a stove or a superser gas heater? I feel that decisions like 
this are only made with people who live in urban areas with lots of choices in mind . They do not take 
into account those who have no choice . 
I am against this proposal completly as are many people who live in rural areas. Until there is a 
satisfactory alternative this proposal should go no further. 
 
Yours 
Xxxx xxx xxxx xxxx xx xxxxx  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to make my views known. 
 
I have completed the survey today at 18.47p.m. 
 
Xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx.  
 
On Thu, 18 Feb 2021 at 13:13, SolidFuels <SolidFuels@decc.gov.ie> wrote: 

Good afternoon, 

Following on from your recent submission in relation to the Public Consultation on the National Air 
Pollution Control Programme (NAPCP), we noted that a number of the submissions made reference 
to solid fuels.  

As a result we would welcome your input on the Public Consultation on the development of new Solid 
Fuel Regulations for Ireland, which is now open for submissions and is available at the following link: 
www.gov.ie/cleanair 

Kind regards, 

Air Quality Team 

Air Quality Team 

Air Quality, Noise & Radiation Policy 

An Roinn Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide 

Department of the Environment, Climate & Communications 

Bóthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 

Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90  

solidfuels@decc.gov.ie http://www.dccae.gov.ie/ 

 
Xxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxx, 
xxxxxxxxx, 
--  
xxxxxx xxxx  
xxx xxxx 
_______________ 
Xxx xxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

mailto:SolidFuels@decc.gov.ie
http://www.gov.ie/cleanair
mailto:solidfuels@decc.gov.ie
http://www.dccae.gov.ie/
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
This is not a details submission, but it is to highlight the problems with wood burning stoves, and 
garden chimneas in high-density urban areas.  
 
I live in Dublin 3 and I notice this winter in particular a huge increase in toxic pollution from 
neighbours’ chimneys. I am convinced some of it is due to the trend for wood burning stoves. The 
fumes almost every day make me feel sick, cause my lungs to sting, and some days cause migraines. 
 
In the summer, neighbours use chimineas outdoors, and because we live in a small terrace of 
houses, the smoke might as well be outside the window and is very sickening.  
 
Here is a link to two studies on the adverse health issues from the use of wood-burning stoves.  
 
HIGHER RISK OF BREAST CANCER 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5744698/ 
 
HIGHER RISK OF LUNG CANCER 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3002194/ 
 
So I am begging you to consider this issue seriously in your upcoming legislation, and so as owners 
of wood burning stoves are not suddenly left with a heating system they cannot use, please look into 
alternative fuels for these stoves, such as fire logs made from recycled fibres such as cardboard. 
Likewise fuel for garden chimneas. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Xxxxx xxxxx 
x xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxx 
Xxxxx xxxxxx 
Xxxxxx xxxxxxx 
xx xxx xxx xxxx 
 
  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5744698/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3002194/
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hi, 
 
I am against a single strategy for the whole country as this takes no account of the different types of 
locality and type of house found throughout the country. Having lived in a city I am well aware of air 
quality issues, however I now live on a hill in a very rural area. My wood burning stove has no effect 
on anyone’s air quality. I burn dry wood that is stacked in my shed until it is ready to be used. Banning 
the sale of what is being branded as “wet” wood assumes I would be daft enough to burn it before it is 
seasoned. I don’t choose to burn turf or coal but neither would impact local air quality because of my 
location. 
 
The limiting of solid fuel and the attempted crowbarring of all homes into a restrictive retrofit scheme 
is also inappropriate. My home is well over 200 years old and has the traditional thick stone walls 
which provide a large thermal mass. Trying to force such traditionally built homes into a modern 
insulation and/or air tight retrofits to facilitate heat pumps goes against good building practice for such 
buildings. These buildings which are part of our heritage are common in rural areas and as with the 
direct issue of air quality the solutions that may be suitable in towns and cities would be detrimental in 
a rural setting. 
 
I care for the environment and do share the common concerns with regard to our natural environment 
but the use of solid fuels, and for now oil fired central heating boilers, in rural areas has little 
environmental impact and any banning of solid fuel use or use of oil heating in such areas would have 
a disproportionate impact on the cost of heating our homes or indeed being able to keep warm 
whenever bad weather effects electricity supplies. 
 
By all means look at solid fuel use in densely populated areas but do not attempt to lump the whole 
country into a model designed only with urban areas in mind. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Xxxx xxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxx 
xxx xxxxxxxx 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 

To the Air Quality Team 

Thank you for inviting me to comment. 

I have looked at the on line submission, but have extra comments to make in the context of the 
present Climate Emergency.. 

1/ all this is wasted energy ( literally!!). Fossil fuels need to be phased out. This includes the use of 
peat, coal oil and gas. This is essential to reduce CO2 emissions in this Climate Emergency. A short 
timescale should be set for the use of fossil fuels in the domestic section with financial assistance to 
make the transition to heat pump technology, not forgetting the use of insulation and double glazing to 
reduce energy demand. 

2/ Planning permission for new builds and substantial extensions should be dependent upon the 
design being based on eco houses where the demand for additional energy input for heating is 
reduced to an absolute minimum, with maximum insulation and use of solar energy, whether by 
modern or traditional building techniques. Heating using heat pump technology, possible inclusoin of 
solar panels to reduce the demand on the electrcial supply grid. The technology and building methods 
are known for decades, if not eons! This is not rocket science. It simply requires the will of the 
government and associated bodies.  

3/ Cutting out fossil fuels entirely will give better air quality. Heat pump technology will increase the 
demand for electricity, but retrofitting isulation and regulating for better building techniques will keep 
this to a minimum.  

4/ One aspect regarding air quality which need to be addressed urgently is the burning of scrubland 
by land owners and others. If you take look on a facebook page 'stop gorse fires' you will see a whole 
string of animated discussion by people affected by these so called gorse fires, but frustrated as it 
seems they cannot be stopped. I urge you to look at this page.  

The fires cause fear and alarm and occasionally expense when they come close to people's property, 
houses or forests. They cause widespread damage to wildlife and habitats, and not least they cause 
widespread air pollution. That would be bad enough on its own, but the country is full of people 
recovering from Covid 19.  

Fires in the last couple of weeks reported on the facebook page: Binevenagh ( NI), Caha Mountains ( 
co Cork) , Coohley Mluntains ( Louth), Sussa ( Kerry) 

'The blaze was getting closer and bigger, we were worried' - Independent.ie 

Crews tackle fires across Kerry as high winds spread flames - Independent.ie Homes and wildlife in 
danger and air quality compromised | KillarneyToday.com 

On Feb 9th,Jill Crosher writes:  

https://www.independent.ie/regionals/kerryman/news/the-blaze-was-getting-closer-and-bigger-we-were-worried-40099995.html?fbclid=IwAR2ClZA7jo8EHaZ3DGYaG7yiiQ9ScRd_Kfa-8KUXoTEjqXcAOwlZSa6ObLo
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/kerryman/news/crews-tackle-fires-across-kerry-as-high-winds-spread-flames-40099997.html?fbclid=IwAR3pgDfaNnbBd31sRx3t7paxmG9fgrW07yKz14NCGpllb8Y2WLMPJhUELNQ
https://www.killarneytoday.com/homes-and-wildlife-in-danger-and-air-quality-compromised/?fbclid=IwAR0Qu9GP8WrqwO3ATICIzwCYuY1Itaq4oblwJMJxI--Sgi44v8f3UPrTvyw
https://www.killarneytoday.com/homes-and-wildlife-in-danger-and-air-quality-compromised/?fbclid=IwAR0Qu9GP8WrqwO3ATICIzwCYuY1Itaq4oblwJMJxI--Sgi44v8f3UPrTvyw
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"This is what we are putting up with today. There are two other fires in view as well as this one in the 
Milltown valley, west of Dingle. Yesterday there were 6 fires in this view; Kilmalkedar, 3 fires, 
catherscullibeen , this Milltown fire , Balinana, Brendan Griffin says he’ll take it up with Dept 
Environment." 

..and again on Feb 10th "Multiple fires in Kilmalkedar , Balinana , Gallarus, Glins, Cahescuilibín, 
feohanagh and Baile na Buc. Visually it looks as polluted as New Dhelhi when emergency levels are 
recorded, exacerbated by farmers burning stubble. Three days of this for these townlands with the 
smoke plume descending on Murrioch, Carraig and ballydavid. Recently published research finds that 
air pollution kills more people than malaria and causes one in five deaths globally. As I write Mt 
Brandon is now totally obscured by smoke." 

Also on Feb 10th by others : "It's everywhere around here (Cahirciveen area + radius of 15 miles)! 
Just now, as we were driving on the road from Sussa into The Glen, the smoke was as thick as the 
thickest fog, and there were roaring flames right down to the road", "A double nuisance today on our 
walk here in south Kerry. Caravan dumped with gorse fires blazing all around with the winds still 
high."  

On Jan 10th Rory Jackson writes from near Skibbereen:  
"Last evenings sunset was nearly obscured by the fires raging all over the place, there are no clouds 
here only smoke bellowing out across the bay.lt is legal to burn these fires till March 1st ,but I still 
cannot realy understand the need ." 

and others:  
"Fires burning all over South West Cork and Kerry yesterday. The cold air began an inversion smog at 
about 800m. I wonder what the health effects (and the amount of atmospheric carbon) are ?" 

I wrote from near Baltimore: "That's not clouds, it's smoke from fires. Taken from Knockanoulty this 
evening looking south and west. Please note that it's totally legal to pollute the skies like this. 
Atmospherics causing an inversion mean it's not being blown anywhere. But even if it was being 
blown away. Where's this magical place 'away'?" 

Dec 21st More than 1,000 fires started maliciously last year (irishtimes.com) 

September The Heather Blazing | News & Views | Irish Echo.  
 

20th Sept: Around the Baltimore- Tragumna area it was bad enough, but it spread right across to 
Schull and Rossbryn, as a friend rang me to see what was happening in my direction. An inversion so 
the smoke had nowhere to go. 
 

"just had to shut all our windows, it’s awful. The goats have gone back up the hill to try & get cleaner 
air"  
"Just tried to have a cup of tea outside...came in again" 

Time and time again we read of fires raging through the countryside, whether it is Cork Kerry, or 
Wicklow, South, North East or West. 
 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/more-than-1-000-fires-started-maliciously-last-year-1.4442093?fbclid=IwAR3mK7PIf1x6L7sDUVbQ1GK71Y3pQqY8ryzbOV99mhAfH1sVcQw0qubtevw
https://www.irishecho.com/2020/09/the-heather-blazing/?fbclid=IwAR3mK7PIf1x6L7sDUVbQ1GK71Y3pQqY8ryzbOV99mhAfH1sVcQw0qubtevw
https://www.irishecho.com/2020/09/the-heather-blazing/?fbclid=IwAR3mK7PIf1x6L7sDUVbQ1GK71Y3pQqY8ryzbOV99mhAfH1sVcQw0qubtevw
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These fires are in season. What gives these people the right to pollute the air in such an extreme 
way? Then when the burning takes place out of season, everyone shrugs and says ther is no 
evidence that the landowner set light to it.. as no one actually saw him/ her do it. Someone I knew 
tried to report such a fire to the Garda, as the farmer had said yes he lit it ( out of season), but she 
was told by the Gards that it was hearsay and wouldn't stand up in court. 

In or out of season this practice needs to be banned on the basis of air pollution if not wanton habitat 
destruction. Inaddition, burning wil increase CO2 emissions and reduce the carbon stored in the plant 
material and if raging thorugh peatlands,in the soil. Years ago in eastern England it was common to 
burn stubble, but it caused so much trouble it was finally banned in 1983. More recent pressure by 
farmers to return to it in a limited way was resisted by Government. So a ban is possible. We need 
clean air. 

I am copying this to the Cork SW TDs for their comment. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to voice my concerns 

Yours  

Xxxxxxx xxxxxxx 

Xxxxxxxxx xx xxxx. 

 
On 18/02/2021 13:13, SolidFuels wrote: 
Good afternoon, 
Following on from your recent submission in relation to the Public Consultation on the National Air 
Pollution Control Programme (NAPCP), we noted that a number of the submissions made reference 
to solid fuels.  
As a result we would welcome your input on the Public Consultation on the development of new Solid 
Fuel Regulations for Ireland, which is now open for submissions and is available at the following link: 
www.gov.ie/cleanair 
Kind regards, 
Air Quality Team 
Air Quality Team 

Air Quality, Noise & Radiation Policy 

An Roinn Comhshaoil, Aeráide agus Cumarsáide 

Department of the Environment, Climate & Communications 

Bóthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 

Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90  

—— 
solidfuels@decc.gov.ie http://www.dccae.gov.ie/ 

  

http://www.gov.ie/cleanair
mailto:solidfuels@decc.gov.ie
http://www.dccae.gov.ie/
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
The sale of turf is essential. Alot of people rely on turf deliveries, especially older people who do not 
own plots and are unable to bring turf home from the bogs. It is a physically strenuous task. The sale 
and delivery of turf is essential. Otherwise they're in trouble. I have been awake all night with the 
worry about how ill heat my house. I do not own a plot of turf. I do not gave the means to get turf 
home from the bog. My elderly parents and my 2 grandmother's are in the same position. We all rely 
on turf to heat our homes. So we are going to be ina major trouble if the sale of turf and delivery is not 
allowed. This is not a just transition to us. This impacts us hugely. The cost of changing the heating 
system in my home will take time for me to afford. I have looked into grants and they do not cover this 
cost. The bill is large. I pay a mortgage. I'm going to be in serious trouble. I won't be able to heat my 
house. My neighbour who can get to the bog and bring home his turf will be OK but I'm in serious 
trouble. My parents who could not physically bring turf home and my 2 90 year old grandmothers are 
also left to freeze. This is not a just transition or fair. It is targeted at a group of people with the 
consequence of freezing in our homes. I know this will be an issue for many older people who rely on 
the sale and delivery of turf to heat their homes. I've payed awake all night worrying about this. that's 
not right and not fair. Please please please let the sale and delivery of turf continue until people are 
afforded the time to alter their homes. Otherwise a lot of people will be in serious trouble heating their 
homes. I'm sick with worry. Everyone should gave a warm home and this whole thing leaves me and 
so many others in trouble.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
What suitable alternative have you got planned instead of solid fuel? In the country we depend on 
Turf, briquettes timber etc. Grants are not suitable for Air to water upgrades, solar panels etc as 
people can't afford the rest. Grants need to cover 100 percent of the cost. To close our bogs would be 
wrong and would leave many families like my own living in a cold house as timber can be expensive 
and we can't afford to install an Air to water systems. Can you explain the sense in importing 
briquettes from Germany as an alternative for the Irish ones?  
I look forward to your reply  
Kind regards  
Xxxxx xxxxx  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
This proposal to ban the burning of wood and turf in stoves is nonsense. The Minister and any 
Government member who supports it is on a hiding to nothing. Those of us living in rural areas who 
use wood to heat their homes aren’t producing any extra Carbon Dioxide, we are just recycling it as 
nature provided. Where is the alternative? Electricity? Electricity produced from wind turbines that are 
not only inefficient but have used far more raw materials in their production than any wood or turf fire. 
Who is going to provide and pay for the installation of electric heating unless there are 100% 
incentives, etc. Then watch the costs skyrocket.  
Get sense or get out!  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hi,  
 
I am writing on behalf of the steam preservation movement in connection to the proposed legislation 
to ban the use of smokey coal.  
 
My concern is in relation to the requirement for certain specific exemptions to be built in to the 
legislation. 
 
Vintage Road steam engines, steam rollers, steam trains and certain other vintage machinery burn 
coal in order to produce steam to run. These such engines do not support the use of non bituminous 
coal as it does not burn hot enough for the sustained production of steam to power the machine. 
 
These machines are a vital part of the country's heritage, and it is essential that those which have 
survived into preservation, and have been restored, can be seen running, in order to protect our 
history for future generations.  
 
It is therefore essential that owners, keepers and organisers of events in which steam powered 
machinery takes part, can gain secure access to the bituminous coal required to operate these 
machines, and this must be enshrined clearly in the proposed legislation.  
 
Should you require any further information I am more than happy to provide it. There are several 
organisations dedicated to the preservation of road and rail steam machinery. If required, I can 
provide documentation from them backing up this information, and also from numerous event 
organisers and charity groups who benefit from the use of vintage steam machinery.  
 
Perhaps this has already been considered, and if so I would like the opportunity to review the details 
with the above organisations to ensure it meets their requirements.  
 
I look forward to hearing back from you and to working with you on this issue.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Xxxx xxxxxxx. 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I am writing to yourself as I have just been made aware of your plan to ban turf and timber sales in the 
near future. 
 
I am not in a position to change my heating system to start with even with the different schemes to 
insulate my house. 
 
The electric system in Ireland is too unstable and we have many outages especially during the winter 
months due to storms. 
 
Also we need to cook in our house and I find burning timber is a very effective way for me to cook. 
Our range heats our house as we cook our food. As the range is of good quality we don't need 
heating turned on early in the morning to heat our house. 
 
I also manage my own timber and plant more trees than I cut down over time. Ensuring I replenish my 
supply and to counteract the effects of me burning timber. 
 
While many experts say that CO2 is causing global warming. Because the government has decided 
that I am not essential I have time in my hands. Looking into climate change the evidence that global 
warming is caused by CO2 is very slim. 
 
The CO2 level has not risen significantly in the last 100 years. As I grow in my polytunnel and it has 
been suggested in many books that lighting a fire in a polytunnel will in fact make plants grow faster 
as it's a better environment for plants. Extra heat and the rise of CO2 makes plants grow.  
 
 
My final point is the biggest users of electricity in Ireland is big business and your organisation 
pretend this doesn't happen and penalize those who create far less of a problem.  
Tell the green party leader to go back to sleep as he does a better job when he's sleeping apparently. 
 
Rgds xxxxxx 
 
 
Get Outlook for Android 
  

https://aka.ms/ghei36
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
I am emailing with my concern. Should there be a ban on the sale of turf, yous will leave people in a 
situation where they cannot heat their home. Have you priced how much it it to change the heating 
system in your house?? These houses are older and need insulation. I have looked into grants for my 
house. My parents and my 2 grandparents. The works may add up to 35000-40000. The grant covers 
approximately 30% the cost but you can clearly see 70% is a huge amount of money. I cannot just 
pay this money. I have a mortgage and car loan. I'm doing my best to survive. My partner h as lost his 
job because of covid. I work in a hospital and I'm actually near burn out. This extra worry is now just 
too much. It is not fair to expect a person to just fork out that money. I literally do not have the money 
and the grants are really not enough. These suggestions are being made but no consideration to who 
it effects. My parents can not afford the home modifications or my grandparents. We will all have to 
save money for this. Allowing the sale of turf is essential. I do not own a plot on the bog nor do my 
parents or grandparents. My parents and grandparents are not physically able to bring turf home from 
the bog. Have you ever done this?? It's extremely strenuous. It is not work that am older person could 
do. It's highly irresponsible to say the sale of turf will be banned because you are hurting older people. 
They rely on the sale of turf. I rely on it. I think the numbers are so small but banning the sale has 
major repercussions for the people it effects. Its ignorant to suggest that it can be banned. Give 
people time to adjust their homes. You are putting huge financial stress on me. It is causing me upset 
and sleepless nights. I know my parents are also sick with worry. My dad suffers with anxiety and he 
is worried he will be unable to heat his house and he'll freeze. There are major health concerns for 
people living in cold conditions, including respiratory issues. Hypothermia can kill. I'm ashamed that 
this suggestion has been allowed to be thrown about knowing the anxiety it is causing me and others. 
You are targeting the most vulnerable older people in society. By banning the sale of turf they will be 
unable to heat their home. Heating is a right they have so this seems extremely discriminatory and 
wrong.  
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To whom it concerns 
 
Living in the Finglas area of Dublin in a private house with social houseing to the left and right of me 
DCC could have landed cheaper on the moon to what they spent on refitting houses and the efford 
poor side walls heat pumps roof insulation windows but no insulating of floors and electric bills as high 
what a load of rubbish with these experts that never went camping as for my house have to use solid 
fuel dcc made us put solid fuel fires years a go with the energy shortage and no financial help on poor 
pension now the last thing i want to burn is my slippers retrofitting should be done on all houses 
--  
Yours xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I am writing as I am worried and stressing over how I will heat my house if the sale of turf is banned. 
Older people throughout Ireland rely on the sale of turf. Physically extracting turf on the bog is too 
strenuous. This suggested ban is targeting these people. I am also been targeted. The currebt grants 
available are not good enough. The cost of making changes to houses is not cheap. It takes time to 
save this money. I feel targeted and I know all of the vulnerable old people this will effect are being 
targeted. It is not OK to target certain people in society. Heating is a core right. There is no just 
transition. This suggestion is an absolute disgrace. It is causing people a lot of stress and anxiety. I 
am totally against a ban on the sale of turf. The effects of this have not been thought through by 
politicians who get paid alot of money. The people it effects in terms of heating are being forgotten. 
This is not an ireland that anyone wants.  
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Sir  
 
I am living hand to mouth. We need 100% Grants to retrofit instead of open fires. I can't afford 
thousands to retrofit 
 
Regards 
 
xxx 
 
Sent from my HUAWEI P smart 2019 on Three 
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The difficulty with state interference in the market is it is coloured by the needs of “revenue raising” 
and a desire to look “green”, which tends to result in a different outcome to that which was intended. 
(Case in point, the blind pursuit of pellet making and biomass power plants has resulted in a global 
disaster. Irish policy makers for their part, refused to listen to the counter arguments being put forward 
and group-think ensured that government departments and agencies headed in the same wrong 
direction).  
 
Promoting low output fossil fuels, over energy dense fuels is an equally misguided policy, as it results 
in vastly greater emissions overall, as more of the low output fuels must be burnt in order to get the 
same heat output, needed.  
 
The biggest emitter of solid fuels will be power plants, which have to scale up to meet the back up 
needs of intermittent renewables and the greatly enhanced electric grid which will be required. The 
constant PR about declines in WHOLESALE electricity prices is hiding the reality that the grid is 
losing its resilience, while the cost on low income families is being ratcheted ever higher, with 
increased tax and levies on RETAIL electricity, due to state subsidies and hidden incentives on 
intermittent electricity generation. 
 
The state would save far more emissions and have a healthier environment, by simply concentrating 
on home insulation and on rebuilding Ireland’s rail based public transport network. The national 
electric grid is never going to be resilient enough to accommodate the planned scale up of EV’s by a 
factor of 100 to 200, even if an affordable fuel existed and ignoring the unacceptable destruction 
which is being caused to the earths resources and the unethical mining practices occurring. 
 
If we keep going in the direction we are headed, it will result in a very unstable electric grid and the 
burning of all and any kind of solid fuel available. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Xxxxxx xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  
xxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxx xxxx  
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To whom it concerns, 
I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 
We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 
This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 
I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 
During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 
A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 
Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 
However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 
Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 
Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 
Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 
Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 
The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 
Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
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on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 
I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 
This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
xxxxxxxxxx. 
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To whom it concerns, 

I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 

We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 

This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 

I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 

During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 

A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 

Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 

However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 

Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 

Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
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Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 

Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 

Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 

The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 

Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 

I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 

This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 

Yours sincerely, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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To whom it concerns, 
I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 
We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 
This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 
I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 
During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 
A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 
Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 
However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 
Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 
Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 
Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 
Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 
The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 
Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
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on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 
I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 
This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 
Yours sincerely,  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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To whom it concerns, 

I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 

We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 

This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 

I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 

During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 

A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 

Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 

However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 

Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 

Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
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Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 

Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 

Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 

The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 

Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 

I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 

This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Xxxxxxx xxxxxxxx 
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To whom it concerns, 
 
I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his Green Party for Ireland. 
We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Eamon Ryan and his Green Party are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing 
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 
This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 
I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 
During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 
A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 
Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 
However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 
Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 
Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 
Eamon Ryan and his Party need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 
Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 
The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Eamon Ryan and his Green 
Party are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about 
a change to that long standing tradition. 
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Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Eamon 
Ryan and his Green Party who will be banished from Government after the next election. 
I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 
This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Eamon Ryan and his Green Party will be defeated. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
xxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxx, xxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxx 
 
Office Numbers; 
Xxxxx  xxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxx: xxxxxxxxxx 
 
xxxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxx 
xxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xx x   xxxxxx 
 
 
xxxxxxxxxx 
 
 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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I am emailing to voice my concerns over the people that seem to be forgotten. By attempting to ban 
the sale of turf you are targeting people and withholding their ability to heat their home. Older homes 
with older people living in them rely on turf for heat. Heat is an essential right for an older person. 
They can not go to the bog and get turf in the traditional way. This suggestions is ignorant and poorly 
advised. Getting turf from the bog is a very strenuous physical act that an older person could not do. 
Older people rely on buying turf. The sale of turf is essential. Please do not ban it. You are targeting 
the most vulnerable in society.  
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A chara,  

I'm writing to provide my thoughts and, I hope, the benefit of my experience in relation to consultation 
on smoky fuels. 

The consulatation will doubtless have received submissions detailing important facts about the 
number of fatalities caused in Ireland by poor air quality every year. It will also, I'm sure, note the 
recent research revealing correlation between days of particularly bad air quality in cities and hospital 
admissions. People suffering from breathing problems like asthma will certainly have written in 
outlining how poor quality air negatively affects their daily lives. I'm not qualified to talk about any of 
those things. I can only paint a picture of what it's like to live in a town where the air is consistently 
recorded as being “very poor”.  

New Ross, situated as it is in a river valley with the town rising up steeply from the banks of the 
Barrow, is geographically predisposed to suffer from the effects of large-scale coal burning. Its elderly 
population and old housing stock means that, compared to other forms of home heating, the burning 
of coal is widespread. Predictably, the county council's monitoring station in the town regularly records 
particulate levels regarded as “very poor”. Levels spike between 4pm and 11pm as people light their 
fires, and, in 2018, one scientist described the particulate levels here as being “worse than Beijing in 
2008”. So, what's the effect of this on the life of a healthy individual, working, like many of us at the 
moment from home in the middle of New Ross? 

During the day windows cannot be left open for any length of time as the house will fill with smoke. 
There's no “letting in the fresh air” as the air inside is cleaner than outside. At weekends it's actually 
worse as people tend to light-up earlier, and so, if windows aren't shut by about 2pm, smoke will 
pervade every room. Inevitably windows do have to opened sometimes, but, when this is the case, 
even for just an hour or so, windowsills, white sinks and cistern-tops will end-up covered in large 
particles of dirty soot. Anything left in back yards like bins and garden furniture gets covered in a light 
black dusting of soot like a nearby volcano was depositing ash over surrounding areas. This, of 
course, precludes hanging out washing on the line meaning that clothes have to be dried indoors.  

Being outside around the town is made extremely unpleasant by the stench of smoky fires, something 
which makes it occasionally difficult to breathe. At night, a thick blanket of smog often covers the 
town, the end of the well-lit street barely visible. Leaving the bedroom window open a crack at night is 
usually rewarded by being awoken around 5am by the smell of the acrid smog filling the room.  

New Ross is a wonderful town, but the quality of the air here is a real blot on it character as a nice 
place to live. The air quality here is more akin to Victorian Manchester than an Irish town in the 
twenty-first century. If we are to encourage more people to live in urban areas, targetting poor air 
quality has to be a high priority. Yes, of course wet wood and peat also create significant pollution, but 
scientists still suggest that banning smoky coal would be a good first step towards improving the 
quality of life in towns like New Ross, Ballina and Nenagh, i.e. towns below the current 10,000 
population threshold for the ban to kick-in. Clean air is as important a human right as clean drinking 
water and I hope that when legislation is enacted on the matter, that that is reflected.  

 

Is mise le meas, 

xxxxx xxxxxx.  
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Dear Sir or Madam,  
 
In response to your public consultation with regards to the ban on burning turf, wood and kerosene. 
 
I am totally opposed to this ban. 
 
I live in rural Ireland right next to the bog and have burnt turf for the last 18 years. 
 
What are the alternatives to burning turf:  
 
Wind. OK. We cannot get turf from the bogs so let's fill them up with concrete instead. Let's line the 
pockets of the investors in wind turbines and charge it to the people who use electricity. If the only fuel 
source is electric we have them captive. 
 
Imported Turf. We will pay the extra and use somebody else's turf. Carbon foot print, what carbon foot 
print. 
 
Chimneys: Stop people using chimneys. That will stop the buggers from burning. They will have  
to rely on electricity. Laughing all the way to the bank, dead cert, got um where we want them. 
 
I am an educated person and think that this proposal is idealistic at best and irisponsible. People have 
to live and need to eat and keep warm. 
 
You have over the last few years cut down about 4000 trees in the WestMeath county one of the best 
things to take carbon dioxide out of the air, but I supose your other alturnative is to kill off a few 
people to produce the same effect. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
X xxx xxxx 
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To whom it concerns, 
I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 
We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 
This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 
I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 
During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 
A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 
Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 
However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 
Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 
Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 
Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 
Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 
The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
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are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 
Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 
I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 
This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Xxxxxx x xxxx 
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To whom it concerns, 
I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 
We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 
This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 
I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 
During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 
A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 
Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 
However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 
Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 
Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 
Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 
Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 
The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 



46 

 

are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 
Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 
I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 
This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Xxxxxxxxx x xxxx 
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To whom it concerns, 
I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 
We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 
This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 
I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 
During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 
A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 
Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 
However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 
Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 
Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 
Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 
Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 
Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 
The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 
Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
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on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 
I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 
This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Xxxxx x xxxx 
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Dear Sir or Madame.  
 
You have to realize that human settlement in Northern latitudes was driven by oppression and war at 
the warmer regions further south. People did not move from  
Italy, Spain Greece, and the Middle east to Britain and Artic regions without a reason. The rise of the 
Roman Empire caused people to move away as far as Scandinavia 
Siberia and other less hospitable regions to freedom. The food provided by game animals and fish 
was also an incentive. A huge leap forward in the evolution of mankind was  
burning fuel for warmth, defence and cooking food. Life in Ireland was only possible because survival 
of the 6 months long winter was facilitated by the  
heat from combustion. Until recently the Irish government run an oil company "Stat Oil" to protect oil 
supplies in the wake of the OPEC oil restrictions of the 1970s. 
This was in recognition of the importance of fossil fuel to domestic and industrial survival and it 
worked. 
 
The idea that Ireland can do without all this solid, liquid and gaseous fuel is driven by the participation 
of minority green politicians in government and acquiescence by  
the other political parties. Engineers are not allowed comment and all experts are specially selected to 
give a report demanded by government. It is a myth that fossil fuel can be abandoned by forceful laws 
by the Irish government and replaced by wind and solar energy. This is impossible which is proven by 
the fact that Ireland has 4,000 Mega  
Watts of wind generation which exceeds average daily demand. but is burning just as much fossil fuel 
as when it had none. Renewables do not work and if there is a  
switch away from fossil fuel the only alternative is electric heating and cooking. That will increase 
demand for electricity generated by coal, oil and gas as is already happening with a return to coal 
generation. 
 
A simple measure which could be taken is to increase building insulation so that residents of 
dwellings are not heating the air outside their homes. Another  
measure is to install heat exchangers in domestic chimneys to absorb heat from the flue gasses to 
heat radiators within the home. This would only be viable if 
the main fire chimney were intercepted. It is a much better plan than banning chimneys altogether and 
banning fires in new homes. There is some evidence that 
the climate is getting colder due to its cyclical nature, but the past winter has proven that life in Ireland 
needs combustion to survive. Covid -19 has seen people forced  
to self isolate in their homes. Luckily they were allowed fuel. If government gets its way the next 
health crises will force people to stay within their homes with  
no heat. This is unbelievably cruel.  
 
There are enough green schemes and there is no room for more. Very few people actually know 
about this survey and will not participate. It is possible that Covid -19  
will change society in Ireland and it is possible the current green government obsession will turn 
voters away from green politics. I am currently working on a scheme  
make voters accountable for voting to inflict such cruelty on citizens. The right to be warm, to cook 
and have transport should be made a constitutional right and a referendum 
is required to make it law. 
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Meanwhile the Strategic Environmental Impact Directive is being by passed. Directive 2001/42/EU 
(Article 3(2)) requires assessment for on-shore wind energy and it  
was never done. Any scheme for any energy management must also be assessed under the same 
Directive. The consultation done here does not comply with  
the Directive. Therefore it is illegal. I may take a judicial review on this if you move to implement the 
scheme in the absence of compliance. 
 
Regarding burning wood, it is well known in rural Ireland that to this very day, the history of land 
parcels can be seen. Where land was owned by poor people unable to afford coal, they cut down all 
the trees on the hedges. Better off landowners used coal and left the trees to grow. This is clear to be 
seen to this day where poor people inn the mid 20th century cut firewood with hand operated saws. 
That was hard work but where there was no turf, it was essential.  
 
I recommended no further restrictions on the use of fuel, but that a better look be taken at how we can 
be more fuel efficient. 
 
Xxx xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx  xxxxxxxxxx, xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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I am emailing in relation to the proposal of banning turf and log sales. I'm in my thirties and bought a 
house 4 years ago. I live in the Midlands where an overwhelming number of people rely on 
purchasing solid fuel to heat their homes. This proposal does not seem to be aware of the impact it 
will have and the number of people it will effect. To me, any proposal that does not have that 
information should not be brought forward. It is a proposal with major implications but founded on 
ignorance. My home is heated with solid fuel. I cannot heat a single room in my house without solid 
fuel. This proposal will leave me in a situation where I can not buy fuel to heat my house. The health 
issues that this will cause are actually substantial. I work in health care. I have risked my life for the 
last year and I feel my country is letting me down. This is a new worry for me which is causing 
sleepless nights. I am aware of the impact of a cold house on respiratory disorders and general 
health, especially for older people. Minister Ryan outlines that air pollution effects health, so too does 
a cold house. I work as an occupational therapist which involves completing home visits. Our elderly 
population rely heavily on solid fuel to heat their homes especially in the Midlands.  
 
My home was purchased with a mortgage. I cannot afford to change my heating system suddenly. 
The cost is actually substantial and the grants available cover 30% which isn't near enough. I need 
time to save so I can make the necessary modifications to my house. I need a just transition period. 
This proposal is denying me the ability to make the changes I want to make. I have worked 
throughout the covid pandemic and this anxiety I experience about being unable to heat my home 
feels overwhelming unfair. I am tired. I want to heat my house in peace and make changes when I 
can afford to. I can not afford over 30000 euro to insulate my exterior walls. I can not afford to change 
my heating system. I will freeze to death if I cannot by turf. I do not have the ability to obtain turf in the 
traditional manner of going to the bog. I rely on purchasing turf and having it delivered. This is the only 
heat I can use in my house. If Minister a Ryan's proposal comes into effect, my house will be useless. 
I will be unable to heat it. I can't get to the bog to load turf. I don't know many who can and who work 
full time. My home will be uninhabitable.  
I don't think minister Ryan has left Dublin recently. If he got in a car and actually drove through 
Leinster, he would see the number of homes relying on solid fuel. As mentioned, I feel his proposal is 
not well researched in terms of the number of people it will impact. It is not a small number. All of the 
houses on the road I live rely on solid fuel. How can each person just change their heating system at 
the drop of a hat? I have actively looked into it and I am trying to save so I can make changes when I 
can afford it.  
 
My elderly parents can not afford to change their heating system. They also rely on a stove with a 
boiler. Turf is burnt in their stove and it heats all of the radiators in their house as well as their water. 
Without turf the would not have warm water. They do not qualify for a substantial grant. The cost 
needs to be footed, 70% of the bill. We are not ignorant to the issue of climate change. How ever, we 
simply do not have money to just change our heating system this year or next. We need time to 
transition, which seems to have been a promise that this government has forgotten to the Midlands.  
 
The stress this is causing my family is huge. How can we be left with no ability to heat our homes?? If 
we can't afford to make instant adjustments Minister Ryan may afford, this will be the situation we will 
be left in. In the 21st century in Ireland, being left without heat is simply not good enough. It is against 
our human rights. This is a discriminatory attempt to bring in a law that targets people financially and 
a certain group in Irish society. There is no efforts being put in to realistically help cover the cost of 
upgrading our homes. The grants are not good enough. I appreciate the current economic 
environment and I will save and pay for the modifications but this takes time. My partner is 
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unemployed as his business was forced to close due to covid. It is unlikely to reopen. The economic 
impact of this proposal on working people is not being considered by Minister Ryan. This is 
disappointing, I feel he does not grasp how Irish people outside of South Dublin actually live currently. 
The government are not working for the people if this proposal is entertained. Minister Ryan should be 
ashamed.  
 
My 90 year old grandmother sits at her turf fire everyday. Should we just throw her into a nursing 
home because we can't afford to change the heating in her home? She was vaccinated last week and 
has hope of a better future. Her home is old and will be extremely costly to modify. She will be left in 
an inhabitable house if this proposal is successful. My other grandmother also relies on turf. Neither of 
my grandparents can physically go to the bog and obtain turf in the traditional manner. They solely 
rely on purchasing and having turf delivered. If the sale of turf is banned then some people can burn 
turf if their physically able to get it and people who can't (older people) are just left to freeze, this is 
discriminatory on so many levels. Minister Ryan is targeting the most vulnerable in society with this 
proposal. He is trying to make it harder to get turf. The people who will find it hard are mainly older 
people. He is a disgrace as a public representative to suggest something so cruel. He is ignoring the 
fact older people will be unable to get to the bog and the substantial implications this will have.  
 
Minister Ryan does not have this issue in his own home, therefore his ignorance knows no bounds. 
He is a representative of the Irish people first and then the green party, but this is not apparent. The 
suggestion of this proposal is premature and irresponsible. My extended family are sick with worry 
about how they will heat their houses, as am I. We simply can not afford to just switch our house. We 
cannot afford to switch our cars. We're doing our best and with the right structures and supports this 
transition could happen but not in the next 5 years, it needs time, it can not be pushed through when 
the money and bills have to be footed by Irish people. Irish people who have lost their jobs. Irish 
people who have risked their lives everyday going to work on a covid ward in hospital. We have to 
save money to afford these changes. That is a fair approach. How long it takes to save 30000 if 
you're on the Irish pension needs to be allowed for. This proposal breaches human rights. It is 
targeted at a specific group of individuals in Irish society who rely on the sale of turf and is down right 
discriminatory. The sale of turf is essential. How we get turf is not the issue, whether we go to the bog 
or buy it. The aim for climate change is to change overtime- transition. Targetting the sale is not the 
solution. It is grossly unfair and discrimatory. Is hurts people severely.  
 
Being able to get turf in the traditional manner is also something that only certain people will manage. 
My parents are physically unable to go to the bog and foot turf. Loading turf onto a trailer is not a job 
for an older person. My family rely on the sale of turf and logs. My grandparents buy turf and it is 
delivered to their shed. Family bring it inside to be burnt. Neither my grandparents nor my parents can 
physically manage the activity of getting turf traditionally. By banning the sale of turf and logs you are 
specifically targeting older people who are unable to physically go to the bog. This is ALOT of people. 
You are targeting the most vulnerable. These people if unable to purchase turf will be left unable to 
heat their homes. How can we allow that?? The sleepless nights this is causing is torture, especially 
after the year of working during covid and loosing a business. I am at my wits end. My parents are 
anxious. My grandparents are anxious. Buying turf and logs is essential. It is not a desirable activity 
we engage in for fun. It simply is the only way we can heat our homes. Buying turf is essential. The 
sale of turf is essential. Please please help us. Please do not allow this proposal go any further. We 
have huge respect for the difficult job you have. We're asking please help us. Please put our minds at 
ease that this proposal will not happen.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I wish to make two points:  

 

1. What is meant by references to "seasoned wood"? Is it it special kiln fried wood or is it wood that 

has been left to dry naturally after felling? No reasonable person would attempt to burn wood from a 

tree that has just been cut down. It just doesn't burn very well. However, if the term means kiln dried 

wood, I consider that would be complete overkill. In my experience of burning wood in my stove, kiln 

fried wood is no better performing than wood that has just been left to season in the normal, age-old 

way. 

 

2. The mooted restriction on the sale of turf could have undesirable results. There are many old 

people in my locale in the midlands who burn turf. They are well past the stage of life where they can 

harvest their own turf. Instead they rely on supplies from enterprising neighbours and the like who 

have excess turf to sell. To prevent these neighbourly transactions would be extremely harsh. There 

will be climate zealots who argue that old people should extensively retrofit their houses, but this 

shows little understanding of the nature of the elderly. (Climate zealots tend to be young and urban 

and thus have a poor understanding of - and little empathy with - the old and the rural) Old people like 

their routine and familiarity, including in their own homes. The last thing they would want is having 

their houses turned upside down (so to speak) by way of a deep retrofit. They are canny enough to 

realise that at their stage of life they are unlikely to get a return on a retrofit. Policy makers need to 

take account of realities and avoid high handed, imposed solutions that will only distress people in the 

latter stages of their lives and be deeply unpopular with their families.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: xxx xxxx < 
Date: Sat 6 Mar 2021, 22:05 
Subject: FW: Consultation on the Development of a new Solid Fuel Regulation for Ireland 
To: <toshea536@gmail.com> 
 

To whom it concerns, 

I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 

We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 

This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 

I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 

During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 

A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 

Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 

However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 

Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 

mailto:toshea536@gmail.com
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Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 
means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 

Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 

Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 

Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 

The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 

Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 

I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 

This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Xxx x xxxx. 
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41 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: xxxxxxx xxxxxxxx  
Sent: 06 March 2021 13:17 
To: Customer Service 
Subject: Re solid fuel and the burning of 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
Hi there ,hope you are well ,I am emailing with regard to the RURAL attitude to burning turf which 
most of the time is free fuel from their own bogs ,to us in the other side of the County paying very high 
prices for our heating be it gas or oil and also paying a large amount on carbon tax,and vat .We are 
not so priviligied to have free fuel and why when the mention of stopping rural Ireland people burning 
turf ,they are up in arms of course they are as they DO NOT want to pay for heat that their Father and 
Father before has always got for free. Maybe give us from the big bad Towns a break and PAY for 
your heat like the rest of US? 
Regards xxxxxxx xxxxxxx 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 

This is the email address to send it to : SolidFuels@decc.gov.ie 

To whom it concerns, 

I wish to object in the strongest possible way to the proposed new Solid Fuel Regulations being 
proposed by Eamon Ryan and his gang for Ireland. 

We have a long tradition in this country of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating 
purposes and Ryan and his Green gang are proposing to bring in legislation with the backing Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail to stop this long standing tradition which has been happening for centuries. 

This is another perfect example of our present Government making badly thought out and reckless 
decisions similar to past decisions made by previous governments which we are paying dearly for 
now. 

I am referring to the privatization of Telecom Eireann, the closing of the sugar factories, the sale of 
our national airline Aer Lingus and Irish Water to name just a few and all have had disastrous 
consequences for the Irish people. 

During Christmas 2020 the ESB came scaringly close to having to impose power cuts due to a major 
fault that developed in the network and there was not enough power being generated to supply the 
network due to some of their turf burning generating stations being closed down due to bad decision 
making. 

A perfect example happened in the state of Texas in America this month where severe weather 
conditions caused most of the power network to fail for over a week and by Saturday 20th February 69 
people had died from hypothermia in their homes because they did not have any other means of 
heating when the electricity failed. 

Here in Ireland we have the best of both worlds where a very large majority of households have more 
than one heating system in their homes namely solid fuel, oil, gas, electric and other more 
sophisticated heating systems. 

However many households both in urban and rural areas still depend on solid fuel systems mainly to 
heat their homes. 

Physically and mentally nothing can compare to a solid fuel fire either of turf, timber or coal, 
sometimes with a mixture of all three to sit in front of it on a bad winters night and if the power fails 
which often happens in severe weather the house is still lovely and warm. 

Covid-19 has brought a new problem to our shores and we are being constantly advised to have 
plenty of ventilation in our houses to prevent the spread of the disease. The experts are advising to 
open doors and windows to leave plenty of ventilation in to prevent the spread of the disease which 

mailto:SolidFuels@decc.gov.ie
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means that the houses that are being built presently in Ireland are too airtight and are a breeding 
ground for disease. 

Families living in traditionally constructed houses with a chimney and open fireplace are living in a 
much healthier environment than present day constructed houses that now have to be built without a 
chimney and fireplace. 

Eamon Ryan and his gang need to be stopped on their tracks immediately before the people of this 
country are exposed to another reckless and costly decision similar to the ones previously mentioned 
above in this submission. 

Myself, my father, my grandfather and all the generations before us have been cutting and saving turf 
and timber to heat our homes over the past years and I myself and all my friends and relatives intend 
to continue that tradition for the remainder of our lives. 

The tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber for home heating purposes has been passed on 
from generation to generation in this country down through the years and Ryan and his Green gang 
are in line for the biggest backlash ever experienced if he attempts to do anything to bring about a 
change to that long standing tradition. 

Common sense needs to prevail and the long standing tradition of cutting and saving turf and timber 
needs to be protected and preserved without change in this country so that our citizens who depend 
on same to heat their homes are safeguarded from the turmoil being threatened on them by Ryan and 
his Green gang of lunatics who will be banished from Government after the next election. 

I sincerely hope that my views are seriously considered and implemented before we see some of our 
citizens dying in their homes from hypothermia similar to what happened in Texas this month. 

This battle has just begun and the gloves are off now to protect our heritage and long standing 
traditions of turf cutting and solid fuel burning to heat our homes past, present and for the future in this 
country and Ryan and his Green gang will be defeated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Xxxxxxx xxxxx 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications,  
I have read the Consultation on the Development of a new Solid Fuel Regulation for Ireland document 
and thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide our views on this matter.  
Comments from me and my family to the questions raised are as follows:  
Consultation Questions  
1. Are you in favour of a national regulation on solid fuels, and if so, why?  
I am not in favour of solid fuel regulation as there are occasions or situations where solid fuels make 
sense e.g. barbeque, particularly if not used on a regular frequency, however I am in favour of 
increasing the carbon tax as both a disincentive of all non-green fuels and to raise revenue. Improving 
air quality is important but this can be better tackled by incentives and disincentives as opposed to 
bans. There should be more incentives for investing in green energy, electric / hybrid vehicles and 
biogas for heavy vehicles. Companies and people that generate electricity or biogas should be 
rewarded with a subsidy per unit (similar to UK). Biogas can be used both as a cleaner alternative of 
home heating and to retrofit lorries which currently run on Diesel. Biogas can be generated as a by-
product of our cattle industry in Ireland and is a cleaner alternative to imported non-renewable gas 
and far greener than diesel. Emissions from vehicles is a much more significant issue for poor air 
quality than solid fuels.  
2. What solid fuels should be subject to regulation and why? I’m not in favour of solid fuel regulation, 
however I would be in favour of increasing taxes on fuels that are imported as opposed to fuels 
produced in Ireland. The carbon footprint is greater with imported products and the purchase of 
products produced in Ireland is good for the economy. We can do more for the environment with a 
strong economy.  
3. What standards or specifications should/could be applied to each type of solid fuel? Warning labels 
(similar to cigarettes)  
4. What do you believe are the most appropriate, implementable and enforceable regulatory 
approaches for each type of solid fuel? Increasing the carbon tax.  
5. How can a transition to less polluting fuels and more efficient heating systems be supported? 
(Building upon the measures already set out in the Climate Action Plan). Ireland’s investment in green 
energy such as geo thermal heating, wind, tidal, solar energy etc. There should be more incentives for 
home owners and businesses to invest their savings into green energy production.  
6. What do you think is an appropriate timeframe for the implementation of a national regulation of 
solid fuel? None, I’m not in favour of it.  
7. What timeframe should be applied to the inclusion of new solid fuels into legislation to allow for the 
necessary transition, including the phase out of existing stocks? none  
8. Should suppliers and retailers be given a transition period to use up existing stocks of solid fuels 
not meeting emission standards and, if so, how long? No, the stock was obtained at a time when it 
was legal. There should not be an incentive for accelerated burning of stockpiles.  
9. Are there particular challenges in terms of the enforcement of regulations applying to solid fuel 
burning, and how might these be best addressed? Yes, police can’t and should not enter a house, 
extinguish the fire and examine what was being burnt. There are better approaches such as 
increasing the carbon tax.  
10. Do you have any further proposals to reduce air pollution from residential heating? Home owners 
and businesses should be incentivised much more to install solar panels by setting no limits on 
quantity of solar panels that can be installed or the amount of excess energy that can be sold back to 
the grid. The rates when selling excess energy back to the grid should be generous e.g. at retail rates 
to incentivise this retrofit. Businesses and homeowners that generate electricity or biogas should be 
rewarded with a subsidy (similar to UK). Biogas can be used both as a cleaner alternative of home 
heating and to retrofit lorries which currently run on Diesel. Biogas which can be generate as a by-
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product from our cattle industry in Ireland is a cleaner alternative to imported non-renewable gas and 
far greener than diesel.  
11. What performance standards, certification methods or quality schemes should/could be used to 
reduce air pollution caused by burning solid fuels? No comment  
12 Would broadening the application of the 10 gram smoke per hour to all solid fuels be appropriate? 
No comment  
13. Are there any additional or different emission standards which could be applied to the broader 
range of fuels? No comment  
14. Is it appropriate to use moisture content as a standard for the application of regulations to wood 
and, if so, at what limit should the moisture content be set? No, however there could be different tax 
bands based on the moisture content of timber.  

15. What limit should be set as a cut-off point for the sale of wet wood?  Other- please provide 
reasons or evidence to support your answer. No limit, however it can be taxed at a higher rate. Also, 
an increased carbon tax should serve as a disincentive.  
Kind regards,  
Xxxxxxx xxxxxi  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Apologies - I missed a question - please see complete response below 
 
On Sun, 14 Mar 2021 at 14:21, xxxxxxx xxxxx <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx> wrote: 
Hi there,  
 

In response to: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5de58-public-consultation-on-the-development-of-
new-solid-fuel-regulations-for-ireland/ 

I give my thoughts on the topic below: 

1. Are you in favour of a national regulation on solid fuels, and if so, why? 

Yes. Because air quality is extremely important to the public's health, particularly childrens', and the 
use of solid fuel for heating or any other purpose worsens our air quality. There is no need to 
differentiate across the country, or based on being in a large town or not - the localised risk is still the 
same. 

2. What solid fuels should be subject to regulation and why? 

All of them. As they all generate Particulate Matter. The extent of regulation should be based on 
whether there is a domestic source of fuel or it has to be imported. 

3. What standards or specifications should/could be applied to each type of solid fuel? 

Will it's combustion produce local particulate matter in excess of any of the 1 hourly EU limit figures 
where people are in the vicinity on a still day: 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/quality/standards.htm ? If so, it should not be permitted. 

4. What do you believe are the most appropriate, implementable and enforceable regulatory 
approaches for each type of solid fuel? 

In the first instance, it is best to look at the reasons why people are using the solid fuels in question to 
understand what regulatory approaches are appropriate - is it for heat or due to a custom / "hygge"? 
Are there barriers to switching to using another heat source, like inertia due to capital costs or 
disruption to their homes to retrofit? A nudge based approach should then be applied to route people 
away from needing to or wishing to use solid fuels. SEAI grants are good, plus a bounty for people 
that decomission permanently their solid fuel burning apparatus (like blocking up chimneys). 

And for enforcement, the best way to assess compliance is to garner data on air quality, and react in 
a targeted manner across the country when air quality is seen to drop to enforce regulations. The 
EPA already has a network of air quality of high accuracy sensors available (https://airquality.ie/) 
however this should be expanded massively to garner more local data, possibly using cheaper kits 
like the low cost EU funded SmartCitizen kit (https://smartcitizen.me/) for example mounted outside 
every school in the country. The EPA should expand it's enforcement activities to focus on areas with 
poor air quality, as seen especially during heating season on degree days. Pethaps suspected 

mailto:darraghrogan@kissengineering.ie
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
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offenders could have their emissions assessed through the erection of an air quality sensor down 
wind of their dwelling? 

Coal: Dirtiest fuel. Stop permitting it's import. Enforce this policy with the same approach applied to 
tobacco products import. Design a just transition scheme to help people involved in the sale of it at 
the moment (with their infrastructure, maybe they could pair up with gardening centres, as they have 
yards & trucks to deliver to neighbourhoods?). 

Peat: Stop harvesting it on an industrial scale, as has been done with Bord na Móna ceasing 
activities. Don't permit it's import. This will be an emotive topic, so the consultation document's 
approach sounds reasonable to move people away from it's use over time. 

Wood: Stop importing any wood for combustion. Make it free to dispose of waste wood in recycling 
centres. Stop permitting the sale of wood burning stoves. Negatively grade these appliances in BER 
certificate assessments, far beyond what they already are presently graded for energy efficiency. 
Much wood burning is due to lifestyle choices rather than absolute necessity, and this is due to image 
of "hygge" as espoused in much of the media. 

5. How can a transition to less polluting fuels and more efficient heating systems be 
supported? (Building upon the measures already set out in the Climate Action Plan) 

Aggressive furthering of the SEAI Retrofits programme. 

Placing tariffs on the sale of solid fuel in the near to medium term. 

Cessation of charging the Public Service Obligation levy on electrical supply for people using it as 
their heat source, comensurate with decarbonisation of the grid. 

Engage the public with the process, by teaching it in schools as to the importance of air quality - can 
be supported by provision of low cost SmartCitizen (https://smartcitizen.me/) type air quality sensors 
in each school 

Engage with media organisations like RTE, their main content producers etc. to cease showing or 
glamourising solid fuel combustion, stoves etc. 

Report on predicted air quality in main towns and cities as part of the weather forecast on broadcast 
media 

Prevent through the building regulations the use of solid fuel heating sources. 

Prevent the advertisement of solid fuel products & their buirning apparatuses, similar to the 
restrictions place for tobacco products ( 
https://www.tobaccocontrollaws.org/legislation/country/ireland/summary ) 

 

6. What do you think is an appropriate timeframe for the implementation of a national 
regulation of solid fuel? 

Next few years. Draw up a roadmap, comunicate it clearly that people need to make changes in the 
summer to their heating solution, and assess constantly air quality throughout heating season. 

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
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7. What timeframe should be applied to the inclusion of new solid fuels into legislation to allow 
for the necessary transition, including the phase out of existing stocks? 

Next few years, in order of most polluting to least polluting fuel. 

8. Should suppliers and retailers be given a transition period to use up existing stocks of solid 
fuels not meeting emission standards and, if so, how long? 

Yes, should expire at the end of a heating season (i.e. springtime) 

9. Are there particular challenges in terms of the enforcement of regulations applying to solid 
fuel burning, and how might these be best addressed? 

Political will in face of conservative voters, which can be helped by bringing the public representatives 
up to speed with the unsustainable costs to society of addressing the externalities of solid fuel 
combustion. And perhaps in tourist areas special grants can be extended to a wider brand like "Green 
Ireland" which encourages local residents to reduce their emissions. 

10. Do you have any further proposals to reduce air pollution from residential heating? 

At present, the BER certificate is required for sale, and states what energy rating a dwelling has at a 
given time, when the dwelling is sold. In some juristictions globally, i.e. Finland, for a dwelling to be 
sold to a residential purchaser rather than someone to renovate, it needs to be compliant with the 
present day building regulations. I propose Ireland ought to adopt a similar approach. This onus to 
ensure buildings are compliant with modern day standards at time of sale would dramatically increase 
their energy performance and thereby reduce their pollution, paricularly if solid fuel appliances are 
precluded in building regulations. It would also encourage people to take a longer term view of their 
building's maintenance, to help overcome inertia to upgrade. 

11. What performance standards, certification methods or quality schemes should/could be 
used to reduce air pollution caused by burning solid fuels? 

https://www.iso.org/standard/17043.html  

12. Would broadening the application of the 10 gram smoke per hour to all solid fuels be 
appropriate? 

Sure 

 

13. Are there any additional or different emission standards which could be applied to the 
broader range of fuels? 

See answer to question 3 - we ought to focus on the impact in the vicinity. 

14. Is it appropriate to use moisture content as a standard for the application of regulations to 
wood and, if so, at what limit should the moisture content be set? 

I don't have the knowledge to comment 

https://www.iso.org/standard/17043.html
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15. What limit should be set as a cut-off point for the sale of wet wood? 

 Bags/nets only; 

 Up to 2m3 ; 

✓ All wet wood; or 

 Other- please provide reasons or evidence to support your answer. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Xxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxx 

Xxx xxxxxxx 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hi there,  
 

In response to: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5de58-public-consultation-on-the-development-of-
new-solid-fuel-regulations-for-ireland/ 

 

I give my thoughts on the topic below: 

 

1. Are you in favour of a national regulation on solid fuels, and if so, why? 

Yes. Because air quality is extremely important to the public's health, particularly childrens', and the 
use of solid fuel for heating or any other purpose worsens our air quality. There is no need to 
differentiate across the country, or based on being in a large town or not - the localised risk is still the 
same. 

 

2. What solid fuels should be subject to regulation and why? 

All of them. As they all generate Particulate Matter. The extent of regulation should be based on 
whether there is a domestic source of fuel or it has to be imported. 

 

3. What standards or specifications should/could be applied to each type of solid fuel? 

Will it's combustion produce local particulate matter in excess of any of the 1 hourly EU limit figures 
where people are in the vicinity on a still day: 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/quality/standards.htm ? If so, it should not be permitted. 

 

4. What do you believe are the most appropriate, implementable and enforceable regulatory 
approaches for each type of solid fuel? 

In the first instance, it is best to look at the reasons why people are using the solid fuels in question to 
understand what regulatory approaches are appropriate - is it for heat or due to a custom / "hygge"? 
Are there barriers to switching to using another heat source, like inertia due to capital costs or 
disruption to their homes to retrofit? A nudge based approach should then be applied to route people 
away from needing to or wishing to use solid fuels. SEAI grants are good, plus a bounty for people 
that decomission permanently their solid fuel burning apparatus (like blocking up chimneys). 

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
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And for enforcement, the best way to assess compliance is to garner data on air quality, and react in 
a targeted manner across the country when air quality is seen to drop to enforce regulations. The 
EPA already has a network of air quality of high accuracy sensors available (https://airquality.ie/) 
however this should be expanded massively to garner more local data, possibly using cheaper kits 
like the low cost EU funded SmartCitizen kit (https://smartcitizen.me/) for example mounted outside 
every school in the country. The EPA should expand it's enforcement activities to focus on areas with 
poor air quality, as seen especially during heating season on degree days. Pethaps suspected 
offenders could have their emissions assessed through the erection of an air quality sensor down 
wind of their dwelling? 

Coal: Dirtiest fuel. Stop permitting it's import. Enforce this policy with the same approach applied to 
tobacco products import. Design a just transition scheme to help people involved in the sale of it at 
the moment (with their infrastructure, maybe they could pair up with gardening centres, as they have 
yards & trucks to deliver to neighbourhoods?). 

Peat: Stop harvesting it on an industrial scale, as has been done with Bord na Móna ceasing 
activities. Don't permit it's import. This will be an emotive topic, so the consultation document's 
approach sounds reasonable to move people away from it's use over time. 

Wood: Stop importing any wood for combustion. Make it free to dispose of waste wood in recycling 
centres. Stop permitting the sale of wood burning stoves. Negatively grade these appliances in BER 
certificate assessments, far beyond what they already are presently graded for energy efficiency. 
Much wood burning is due to lifestyle choices rather than absolute necessity, and this is due to image 
of "hygge" as espoused in much of the media. 

 

5. How can a transition to less polluting fuels and more efficient heating systems be 
supported? (Building upon the measures already set out in the Climate Action Plan) 

Aggressive furthering of the SEAI Retrofits programme. 

Placing tariffs on the sale of solid fuel in the near to medium term. 

Cessation of charging the Public Service Obligation levy on electrical supply for people using it as 
their heat source, comensurate with decarbonisation of the grid. 

Engage the public with the process, by teaching it in schools as to the importance of air quality - can 
be supported by provision of low cost SmartCitizen (https://smartcitizen.me/) type air quality sensors 
in each school 

Engage with media organisations like RTE, their main content producers etc. to cease showing or 
glamourising solid fuel combustion, stoves etc. 

Prevent through the building regulations the use of solid fuel heating sources. 

Prevent the advertisement of solid fuel products & their buirning apparatuses, similar to the 
restrictions place for tobacco products ( 
https://www.tobaccocontrollaws.org/legislation/country/ireland/summary ) 

 

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/18696824/276526758660674130
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6. What do you think is an appropriate timeframe for the implementation of a national 
regulation of solid fuel? 

Next few years. Draw up a roadmap, comunicate it clearly that people need to make changes in the 
summer to their heating solution, and assess constantly air quality throughout heating season. 

 

7. What timeframe should be applied to the inclusion of new solid fuels into legislation to allow 
for the necessary transition, including the phase out of existing stocks? 

Next few years, in order of most polluting to least polluting fuel. 

 

8. Should suppliers and retailers be given a transition period to use up existing stocks of solid 
fuels not meeting emission standards and, if so, how long? 

Yes, should expire at the end of a heating season (i.e. springtime) 

 

9. Are there particular challenges in terms of the enforcement of regulations applying to solid 
fuel burning, and how might these be best addressed? 

Political will in face of conservative voters, which can be helped by bringing the public representatives 
up to speed with the unsustainable costs to society of addressing the externalities of solid fuel 
combustion. And perhaps in tourist areas special grants can be extended to a wider brand like "Green 
Ireland" which encourages local residents to reduce their emissions. 

 

10. Do you have any further proposals to reduce air pollution from residential heating? 

At present, the BER certificate is required for sale, and states what energy rating a dwelling has at a 
given time, when the dwelling is sold. In some juristictions globally, i.e. Finland, for a dwelling to be 
sold to a residential purchaser rather than someone to renovate, it needs to be compliant with the 
present day building regulations. I propose Ireland ought to adopt a similar approach. This onus to 
ensure buildings are compliant with modern day standards at time of sale would dramatically increase 
their energy performance and thereby reduce their pollution, paricularly if solid fuel appliances are 
precluded in building regulations. It would also encourage people to take a longer term view of their 
building's maintenance, to help overcome inertia to upgrade. 

 

11. What performance standards, certification methods or quality schemes should/could be 
used to reduce air pollution caused by burning solid fuels? 
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12. Would broadening the application of the 10 gram smoke per hour to all solid fuels be 
appropriate? 

Sure 

 

13. Are there any additional or different emission standards which could be applied to the 
broader range of fuels? 

See answer to question 3 - we ought to focus on the impact in the vicinity. 

 

14. Is it appropriate to use moisture content as a standard for the application of regulations to 
wood and, if so, at what limit should the moisture content be set? 

I don't have the knowledge to comment 

 

15. What limit should be set as a cut-off point for the sale of wet wood? 

 Bags/nets only; 

 Up to 2m3 ; 

✓ All wet wood; or 

 Other- please provide reasons or evidence to support your answer. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Xxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxx 

Xxxx xxxxxx  
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46 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
To whom it concerns at DECC. 
 
I am contacting you in relation to the proposed extension of the current “Low Smoke Zone 
Regulations” and the “Virtual Town Hall” Solid Fuel, Air Quality and Health publication issued buy the 
Government as a message from “ Local Authorities”. 
 
In the interests of Public Health, Safety and Wellbeing and Environmental Protection I would request 
that the Department responsible for such critically important matters to consider the following before 
extending regulations that clearly are not , monitored , controlled or enforced by any Local Authority in 
the Country OR in fact by EPA currently. 
 
I live in Bray Co Wicklow which is a currently designated “Low Smoke Zone” and I am fully aware that 
this current regulation mindlessly only applies to Bituminous Fuel while it is a scientific fact that 
Smoke emissions from the burning of Wood and other solid fuels are just if not more harmful than 
Bituminous Fuel. 
 
My family has been directly exposed to lethally dangerous “Air/Smoke Pollution” that emanated from a 
Wood Pellet Boiler (Grant aided by SEAI) that is located directly adjacent to and actually enters our 
home every day for the past 16 Months thanks to Wicklow Co Co and EPA. 
Please note attached photo/video evidence provided to Wicklow Co Co and EPA countless 
times for 16 Months, Both Authorities relentlessly REFUSE to enforce control of these 
emissions. 
 
Despite Formal complaints with photo and video evidence provided countless times both Wicklow Co 
Co and EPA both authorities that are mandated to protect Public Health and the Environment have 
relentlessly REFUSED to do so for the past 16 Months. 
 
Unlike Wicklow Co Co Or EPA and in acting responsibly to protect Public Health and the Environment 
(which both authorities are mandated to do) we removed an open fire, we installed double glazed 
windows and doors, we insulated the attic, we installed a highly efficient gas boiler, hot water and 
heating system with individual controls, we fully insulated our house. 
 
Ironically we are now prevented from fitting SEAI required fresh air ventilation to the bedrooms of our 
“ highly insulated” home which is an additional health and safety risk from condensation, mould 
growth, ow oxygen levels etc that both “Controlling Authorities” choose to ignore 
 
In return for being environmentally responsible and protecting people’s health My Family who are 
elderly (both 76 years old) and particularly vulnerable are being systematically poisoned to death by 
Wicklow CoCo and EPA from “AIR/Smoke Pollution” and lack of proper ventilation every day for 16 
Months. 
 
Meanwhile my neighbour is allowed to directly put people’s health and the environment at risk 
indefinitely, totally uncontrolled and with no consequences. 
I would like to know just what possible justification your Department (DECC) and this current Minister 
can provide for the irresponsible and negligent culture that exists throughout all Wicklow Co Co and 
EPA in terms of managing and controlling such critically important matters that is inexcusable and 
totally unacceptable. 
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There is no point in extending current “Low Smoke Regulations” that are certainly NOT monitored, 
controlled or enforced by ANY Local authority OR EPA anywhere in the country. 
If all DECC and this Minister can manage to do is to organise “Virtual Town Hall Consultations” while 
the root cause of the problem is currently mismanaged and completely out of control it is not difficult 
to see where the problem actually lies and that is with your department period.  
 
It would be really impressive if a surveillance programme was introduced whereby authorities in the 
currently designated “Low Smoke Zone” areas were made accountable for ensuring that existing 
regulations were strictly monitored, adhered to and controlled by all Local and particularly EPA 
BEFORE extending this utterly useless and uncontrolled regulation any further.. 
 
It is only by effective monitoring, control and enforcement of current regulations and direct 
accountability by those entrusted to manage and enforce that regulation will people be afforded the 
basic right to “BREATH THE DIFFERENCE”  
 
It is blinding obvious from the attached that there is a culture of “ ZERO Interest” from Local 
Authorities and OR EPA to implement the RADICAL change that is urgently needed and long 
overdue that is required to change the negative mindset that is destroying people’s health and the 
Environment in this country. 
 
My family will probably be dead before that ever happens and it is your Government Department that 
can make that change but only by leading from the front and there is no sign of that for decades past 
but we live in hope. 
 
Please acknowledge and with kind regards 
 
Xxxxxx x xxxxxx 
Xx xxxxxxxxxx xxxxx 
xxxx 
xxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxx 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
 
  

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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47 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I am emailing in relation to the proposal to ban the sale of turf/logs. This targets the most vulnerable 
older people who cannot physically work on the bog. To be allowed to get turf in the traditional 
manner is fine for a young fit person but not an older person. You need a trailer or truck. If you do not 
have this means then you are not going to be able to heat your home?? In Ireland, our government 
will let people freeze in their homes if this proposal comes to fruition. This is a disgrace. I have 
contacted minister Ryan, and the dept for the environment - no reply has been received. So older 
people are meant to freeze to death? 
 
There is no just transition. 
 
By Banning the sale of turf and logs, people are being targeted who are the most vulnerable in our 
society. People who can not retrieve turf from the bog themselves. As mentioned it is a very physical 
task. Therefore older people are being targeted. This is entirely unfair and unjust. Targeting a group of 
people in society is not fair and is not part of the just transition. This is not the Ireland we know.  
 
The grants do not cover enough of the cost to modify your home. After the grant, still paying 70% for 
these modifications is a significant amount of money that can't be done today/tomorrow. People need 
time to save. I am emailing as I have received no reply and seem to be ignored. This is pitiful as 
people will be left with cold uninhabitable homes. Shame on this government. Shame. I have worked 
in a busy hospital throughout covid and risked my life. I do not need the worry about how I will heat 
my house because Eamon Ryan is making such a flippant proposal. My parents and grandparents will 
also be unable to heat their homes. This is not what Irish people need. We have lost so much. 
 
This is a costly transition that I feel Minister Ryan is ignorant on. Please help prevent the proposal 
from happening. Please. Please give time and a just transition which was promised.  
 
Regards, 
xxxxxx  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear reader, 
 
I welcome the proposal to introduce a nationwide ban on the sale of smoky coal and on the further 
regulation of other solid fuels. These moves will greatly improve air quality, help save lives and greatly 
improve quality of life for people with conditions like asthma among others. This intervention should 
be supplemented by (in the short term) an appropriate rise in the winter fuel allowance and (as an 
ongoing exercise) the full deep retrofitting of all houses reliant on the burning of solid fuels for heat 
(via 100% grants). The retrofitting should introduce electric heat pumps as the heat source so that 
these efforts contribute to our climate targets as well as improving health and reducing inequality. 
 
I would further suggest that there is a timeline/roadmap put in place for the phase out of sale of other 
solid fuels and that this timeline is linked to and led by the ongoing retrofitting work. 
 
Best, 
Xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx, 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, 
xxxxxxx, 
xxxxxx x. 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hi,  
 
I would like to just highlight the lack of a just transition. I've tried to obtain clarity so that I can put my 
mind at ease and that of my family in terms of being able to heat my home this year. This is totally 
reliant on being able to buy turf. Unfortunately I have not received any clarity which is not only 
disappointing but very anxiety provoking. 
 
Rgards, 
xxxxxx  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
 To Whom It May Concern 
Solid fuel regulation should only be developed a nationwide policy towards a carbon reduced 
economy or a carbon neutral economy To single out a specific method of providing heat and cease it 
overnight would be to single out those that use it and target them to make the greatest sacrifice, we 
as a country can move forward to a carbon reduced  society. 
Solid Fuel Regulation can be achieved But by targeting families who have used turf down through the 
generations will only turn the general public against it. 
 Xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxx xxx 
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51 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 

1. A Colder Climate 

 
Apart from a few areas around the South and Western coastal regions, Ireland has a cold climate. 
Recent winters have been getting progressively colder. The last two winters were colder than the 
preceding winter for almost every region around the country. The winters have also been getting 
longer. March is a much colder month and many crop growers have noticed a later growing season in 
recent years. Data from Met Eireann shows that the past four March’s were colder than the long term 
average for that month. March 2021 looks like a continuation of this trend. 
 
This colder climate has major implications for any regulations introduced on the combustion of solid 
fuels. There is a high risk that many people, particularly older people, will suffer in the colder winter 
conditions if they cannot light a fire. A fireplace cannot break down in the same way that a boiler can. 
Burning fuel in a fireplace has been the traditional method of keeping warm for centuries in Ireland. 
The practice even survived British rule.  
 
It is interesting to note that in a warming climate, there would be less burning of fuel and therefore the 
government would not have to introduce more regulations.  
 

2. Life Expectancy 
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Life expectancy at birth has increased significantly for both men and women since the first official life 
table was compiled in 1926. Over the 85 year period to 2011, male life expectancy increased by 21.0 
years (36.6%), while female life expectancy increased by 24.9 years (43.0%) - CSO 
 
There are trade offs with everything in life. When man first discovered fire he probably burned his 
hand and was scared of it. During the Bronze Age, the smelting process must have been dangerous 
given the temperatures needed to heat the copper. At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, many 
men perished when steam boilers exploded. All human progress comes with risk, that is the price that 
must be paid. But the net result is a higher standard of living and quality of life for everyone. By 1970, 
the average person had a higher standard of living than a wealthy king from 1600.  
 
So the pollutants emitted from the burning of wood, coal and turf must be examined in the context of 
the greater benefit to society that those fuels have brought, particularly in a cold climate like ours.  
 
Life expectancy has drastically increased for both men and women since we started burning fossil 
fuels. This has more than offset any other associated health issues. 

3. Bernouilli’s Law 

 
"Bernoulli's law states that when a fluid or air flows through areas of different diameters, there is a 
change in velocity. The change in velocity leads to a change in kinetic energy and so the pressure 
changes as well. A decreased pipe diameter means an increase in velocity and kinetic energy and a 
decrease in pressure. Thus when a fluid or air flows through a pipe with a constriction in it, the fluid 
velocity at the constriction must increase in order to satisfy the equation of continuity, while its 
pressure must decrease because of conservation of energy" (From Science Direct. Com ).  
 
A chimney flue is normally designed so that it gets gradually narrower towards the top. All of the old 
buildings and castles around Ireland have this feature. This design means that the smoke cannot 
escape out into the room, instead the warm air rushes up the chimney dragging the smoke with it. Air 
will always flow faster at the narrowest opening in a room thanks to bernoulli's law. Hence, where the 
"draught" comes from. Warm air rises and moves faster in narrow spaces and so the flow of air in a 
room will always be out of the chimney bringing with it smoke and any other particles. The science 
then shows that it is not possible for people to get ill from sitting beside a fireplace .  
 
Efficiency could be improved though by diverting heat from the chimney flue to radiators in the house.  

4. Imported vs Indigenous Fuel  

 
Any indigenous fuel banned in Ireland and replaced by imports will lead to higher emissions overall 
due to the additional transport involved. It will also lead to a higher dependence on imports. This has 
been seen recently in Ireland with bord na mona peat briquettes being replaced by lignite briquettes 
from Germany. Therefore peat and wood indigenous to Ireland should not be further regulated. The 
emphasis should be on the use of local fuel sources rather than imported sources.  
 
I do not support further regulations on solid fuel. The climate in Ireland is getting colder so all fuel 
sources and heating methods should be made available and for as cheap as possible. Instead of 
restricting one type of fuel, efforts should be made to improve energy efficiency including the diverting 
of heat from the chimney flue to elsewhere in the house.  
 
Xxxx xxxxxx, xxxxxxxxxx, xxxxx 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Good afternoon  
Xxxxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx, xxxxxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxx. 
 
Any new legislation should include a provision to liaise with EU customs authorities for a new taric 
code for solid fuels made from coffee grounds. At present any imports of these coffee briquettes 
attract large duty rates and health/ agriculture certs as they must be imported under the normal coffee 
code. 
 
In fact all taric codes that could separate solid fuel use of the end waste product from whole agri 
product, with reduced tariff and paperwork requirements should be advanced. 
 
There should also be provision for testing of new bio or circular economy solid fuels such as coffee 
logs in different burning appliances, so that official designation re these solid fuels as “smokeless” 
fuels or not can be assigned and goods labeled as such. This would allow those in smokeless fuel 
areas to know if they can use new products in their area. Encouraging a move to a circular economy 
and reuse of waste as solid fuels must be advanced as quickly as possible with any new legislation. 
 
Best regards 
Xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx 
 
Example of coffee logs. 
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https://www.bio-bean.com/elements/coffee-logs-and-retailers/ 

Sent from my iPhone 
 

  

https://www.bio-bean.com/elements/coffee-logs-and-retailers/
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
Hi , 
        had a read through your proposals . 
 
I am an Irish man now resident in Waterford . I have spent a large part of my life in Norway . 
 
 
Your proposals re moisture content are welcome but I think what is missing and more important is 
regulation to make the provision for a secondary external air supply to all stoves compulsory in new 
construction Furthermore the sale of stoves that do not facilitate a secondary air intake should be 
banned . 
 
 
Presently positive points in BER ratings are awarded for wood pellet stoves manual & automatic . The 
pellet source is not taken into  account . They are often of environmentally  dubious origin and 
shipped for long distances . Dry local timber properly burned to give max BTUs using secondary 
combustion is a better environmental choice . 
 
There could be a retrofitting grant for modern stoves using secondary external air supply . Also where 
there is a back boiler a change over to Aluminimum radiators and the use of heat exchange systems 
like the Irish produced “heat Hero “ will greatly increase efficiency ( i have installed all these ! ) . 
 
I attach some information from Norway on this matter 
 
https://blog.sintef.com/sintefenergy/wood-stoves-and-wood-burning-how-to-ensure-hygge-heating-
comfort-and-eco-friendliness/ 
 
Best Regards 
 
Xxx x xxxxxxxxx 
 
 
 
  

https://blog.sintef.com/sintefenergy/wood-stoves-and-wood-burning-how-to-ensure-hygge-heating-comfort-and-eco-friendliness/
https://blog.sintef.com/sintefenergy/wood-stoves-and-wood-burning-how-to-ensure-hygge-heating-comfort-and-eco-friendliness/
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I find wood pellets a bit expensive and we should be able to grow more willow in Ireland rather than 
having to import pellets from Latvia etc.this makes it more expensive for consumers.there isn't enough 
competition in Irish market.i changed from oil but find it a bit disappointing that pellets are a bit 
expensive.thank you.im an oap as is my wife. 
  

http://you.im/


82 

 

55 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Whilst there is clearly a drive towards cleaner fuels, consideration must be given to the environmental 
effects driven by population density. A small town (more so a city) may have problems that a village or 
townland will never have when burning solid fuel.  
 
I would also urge consideration for the rural homes which often suffer power cuts for hours and whose 
only form of heat and light in those times may be the small fire burning in their stove or fireplace.  
 
Solid fuel burning, even at small levels, is a fact of life living in rural Ireland. The lichen covered trees 
in the countryside would give a very clear signal that the air in many regions is far from polluted or a 
hindrance to air quality. 
 
 
Regards, 
Xxxxx  xxxxx 
 
Get Outlook for Android 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://aka.ms/AAb9ysg
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Please ban domestic solid fuel burning in all urban agglomerations and consider a state wide ban in 
the interests of easier enforcement.  
The general public is unaware of the health impacts of air pollution but would be horrified to know the 
true cost of this largely invisible pollutant. 
The elimination of solid fuel burning will also work towards our climate commitments. 
Those at risk of fuel poverty should be incentivised to move to heat pumps and fabric first 
refurbishment/insulation 
Regards,  
Xxxxx xxxxxx 
(xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxx) 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I have attended one of your zoom meetings and the evidence given by the professional speakers on 
air quality and further the implications of burning "smokey" bituminous house coal and wet wood, and 
the particulate matter they exude during burning. 
 
You are looking and will undoubtedly ban the sales of bituminous coal and restrict the sale of wet 
wood through suppliers. 
However this will not curb the situation as many people in rural areas are not reliant on garages and 
fuel depots for their fuel. Many people (especially the economically restricted) will burn anything for 
heat. It is not unusual to find screws, nails, hinges, and remnants of many different products being 
burnt, when maintaining/cleaning a fire as a chimney sweep. 
 
The one and only place you can find out what is truly happening with heating appliances burning solid 
fuel is directly from the chimney sweeps, and it is with this in mind I draw your attention to the 
Association of Professional Independent Chimney Sweeps which can be found on a website; 
https://www.certifiedsweeps.ie/ 
 
We have the resources to assist you in curbing the bad burning practices, by educating the public into 
cleaning the appliance correctly and burning the correct products at the correct temperatures. 
 
In the UK I worked alongside professions who did major analysis on this topic, and a campaign was 
born called "Burnright" and the idea is that through education, we can all burn correctly and by doing 
so reduce air pollution, save money by heating the home more efficiently, and assisting the public in 
understanding how to use their appliances correctly. 
 
As example; 
Wood as Fuel  
Wood is an excellent fuel. It is plentiful, and renewable. It is often sourced close to the point of use. At 
a basic level it requires little processing – just cutting and splitting. It can be used to manufacture 
other wood based fuels. The use of wood as fuel however is not well understood. Consumers are 
often unaware of how to get the best from their wood fires / stoves. Most people think they know how 
to burn a few logs but there are several important factors which are often overlooked and this causes 
problems.  
 
The problem in stoves / woodburner  
The basic problem is that the wood is often not burned in an efficient way. That is to say it is not 
burned hot enough. Most of what is burning when using wood logs are “volatile hydrocarbons”. These 
are things like tars, creosote and resins etc. They constitute about 70 – 80% of the available heat 
energy in any log. When we see flames coming from wood, it’s the volatile gasses that are burning. 
Most of the rest of the available energy is fixed carbon (charcoal) at around 15 – 18 %. When we see 
wood and embers glowing, it is the charcoal that is burning. If the stove is not hot enough it’s the 
volatile tars etc. that cause a problem. These volatiles must first be turned in to a gas (vapourised) 
before they can burn. If the fire is not hot enough the volatile vapours are still given off but they are 
not completely burned in the appliance and they escape to the chimney. If the chimney is cool 
enough, some of these tars will condense and solidify on to the inside of the chimney in the same way 
that water vapour condenses on to a cool bathroom mirror. In a cool chimney they can immediately 
solidify to form the tarry deposits or creosote glaze. Of course, not all the tarry vapours solidify inside 

https://www.certifiedsweeps.ie/
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the chimney. A great deal is emitted from the top as un-burnt hydrocarbon or smoke. Smoke is simply 
unburned fuel. This is a serious air pollutant. Much of the available fuel which could have been turned 
into heat has also been lost. Incomplete or low temperature burning of wood is bad for your chimney, 
bad for air quality and bad for your wallet. 
 
As a group of chimney sweeps, we would like the opportunity, to be recognised as a group of 
educated chimney sweeps, and assist the Government in strategically educating the public, to burn 
correctly, and maintain the fires correctly to do this. In so doing we could also have a reporting system 
which could alert the government of any potential issues that may cause harm in the future. 
 
I have much more information available that I can share, and I would like to opportunity to gain a 
meeting and present our group of sweeps, so that we can assist in the effort to reduce air pollution. 
 
If I can be of any assistance please feel free to reply to me by email, or feel free to phone on; 
xxxxxxxxx or xxxxxxxxxx 
 
Kind regards 
XXXX 

 

 

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com  

 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. This message should be considered 
confidential and intended solely for the use of individual or entity to who they are addressed. If you 
have received this email in error please notify the sender and destroy it immediately. Statements of 
intent shall only become binding when confirmed in hard copy by an authorised signatory 
 
. 

  

https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
One area that I believe should be given consideration is the strengthening and application of building 
regulations regarding the minimum heights and maximum concentration of chimneys linked to open 
fires or stoves, in any given area. 
 
Xxxx xxxx xxxxx 
Xxxx xxxx xxxxxxx  
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
 
  

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
 
To Minister Eamon Ryan TD, 
 
While I admire and respect your initiative to combat air pollution and protect public health, I wanted to 
reach out to you today to express my concern as a resident of one of Ireland’s many inhabited islands 
(which are carbon neutral or better). 
 
What technical provisions are being considered to facilitate the many islanders who rely on such fuels 
for winter heating through back boilers? Currently there are no alternative sources of energy to heat 
island homes, which are predominately occupied by pensioners. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this email, and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Wishing you a lovely Easter weekend. 
 
Warm regards, 
Xxxxxx xxxxxxxx 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Hello 
I want to make some initial comments on the consultation of solid fuel regulations from this Local 
Authorities experience.  
Firstly this council’s executive is supportive of progress towards a nationwide ban on the importation, 
sale and distribution of solid fuels for domestic use to improve air quality.  
 
Comments on Enforcement 
We believe the central focus in any new regulations for enforcement needs to be at the import, sale 
and distribution areas of the supply chain.  
We believe a central nationwide registration system probably managed centrally by the EPA needs to 
be in place for suppliers/ retailers of solid fuels that may be permitted under new regulations. Local 
Authorities enforcement officers will need access to this system for their work.  
Also there needs to be a legal onus on retailer/supplier/wholesaler to provide documentary evidence 
of the origins of solid fuels they are providing ( that is permitted under any new regulation )and/or to 
provide evidence that the solid fuel is sourced from a registered wholesaler ( perhaps under the 
existing EPA registration system or a development of that system).  
The packaging of solid fuels that might be allowed under the new regulations, should clearly indicate 
to the consumer the supplier, what the solid fuel is and its compliance with the new regulations.  
 
Householders enforcement  
Dealing with complaints and enforcement at a householder level is very challenging . You can be 
depending on information from neighbours who often don’t want to proceed with complaints or give 
further evidence.  
To fully investigate a household case in practice will be difficult for local authorities to pursue as they 
would require entry to a residence and would likely also be required to sample the solid fuel in or at 
the fire in order to demonstrate that it is in breach of the regulations . It may also require for the 
sample to be sent away for testing and verification , adding further complexity to any enforcement 
process. Also evidence of burning is most likely to be at night time requiring night time investigations.  
Depending on the extent of any new solid fuel regulations additional resourcing at Local Authority 
level maybe required.  
 
Thank you  
 
Regards 
Xxxxxx xxxxxx 
Xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxx xxxxx 
Xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxt  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
Good afternoon, 
 
First of all thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. 
I don't have the skills to do a very professional job but I will do the best I can to make my point. 
 
We supply woodchip to industrial boilers and firewood to domestic users in our local area. 
We are members of Irbea and we are currently in the process of renewing our WFQA certification. We 
were first certified in 2014. 
 
Coming from a rural background I am very well aware of the importance of solid fuel in peoples 
homes, as a child summers were spent in the bog and any fallen trees were turned into firewood. 
However I am also very well aware that we simply can't continue as we are. When we were making 
the turf in the bog as children we had no idea how much damage the burning of the turf was causing. 
We are not children any more and now we do know the damage that the burning of solid fuels, fossil 
fuels in particular is doing to our planet. 
As a society we have to find a different way, I fully accept that and I completely agree with the 
regulation of solid fuels. 
 
In our business we only sell woodfuel and we have no interest in anything else so I can't offer an 
opinion and any of the other solid fuels. 
As mentioned we are WFQA members and we are very proud of the products that we sell. I 
personally work very hard to educate customers about the benefits of burning dry as opposed to wet 
firewood. 
I'm sure it's understandable that we are concerned about the outcome of this consultation and a big 
worry I have is that the general public are not fully aware of the difference between wet firewood and 
dry firewood. 
I'm afraid that too many people will have had a bad experience with wet firewood and and as a result 
all firewood will come out on the wrong side of this process. 
I know that Irbea has been working very hard to make the distinction between wet & dry and it is very 
encouraging to see that distinction being made recently in the media. 
 
I feel that we have an opportunity here now to really make that distinction and to make the general 
public very aware of it. Regulation is certainly needed, in fact I look forward to it. 
Myself and other WFQA colleagues often speak about this very subject. We go through a long 
process to get certified, we have to prove where our timber comes from, we must be tax compliant, 
the product must meet several standards including moisture content etc and we are audited by WFQA 
to make sure all is in order.. but after all this is done you can open donedeal.ie and find page after 
page after page of ad's selling firewood, most of it not fit for purpose !! You wonder what's the point ! 
This is what is doing the harm in my opinion. Many suppliers are supplying the correct product but a 
few are not and these few are giving the whole thing a bad name. Only last week a sales rep for one 
of the countries largest xxxx xxxxxxxxx came to our yard enquiring about firewood in net sacks. I 
showed him our product and told him our price. We were 65c + vat more expensive than his current 
supplier. I asked him a few things about his current supplier and he quite freely told me that his 
supplier was operating completely under the radar, no vat, no receipt.. and then he announced with a 
smile that " you can see the water running out of the bag " !!! 
 
This is what is being sold in the forecourts of the filling stations around the country !! 
 

http://donedeal.ie/
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I think that properly regulated firewood products have a big part to play in our efforts with regard to Air 
Quality, Carbon emissions and also in the rural economy. 
Firewood is labour intensive, the raw material generally comes from the local area and the end 
product is typically sold in the local area.  
 
My wife is XXXXXXXX, I have been there many times and each time I go there I am very impressed 
by the way they use timber for heating. The town she comes from is about the size of Kells, Co Meath 
and it's heated with woodchips. 
In the shops you will find firewood for sale in very neatly packed bags, very clearly labelled with 
regard to energy content, moisture content etc. They have woodfuel depots where householders can 
pick up their dry firewood. Every house has a log burning stove. She lived in a block or 12 flats in the 
town centre and every flat had a stove. If the firewood product is right to start with then the system 
works. 
The province my wife comes from has 42% afforestation which is obviously far far greater than we 
have here in Ireland however I still feel that we could be doing much more with timber. 
 
WFQA are working hard to promote this type of activity that is commonplace in XXXXXXX. WFQA 
have already done the spadework, they have put the infrastructure in place in order for us to have a 
woodfuel supply available in Ireland similar to what's available in XXXXXXX, i believe the government 
now need to grab onto this and take it forward. 
The very best outcome from this consultation for me would be to see very stringent regulation 
introduced with regard to firewood. I would like to see a very clear distinction between wet & dry, I 
would like to see that only WFQA certified suppliers are allowed to supply retail outlets and similarly 
only WFQA certified suppliers allowed to advertise their products for sale.  
There is no doubt that there is a massive job on hand in order to change people's mindset when it 
comes to solid fuel in our homes but I firmly believe it can be done. 
If an Irishman can be talked into not smoking in a pub I reckon we could talk him into anything ;-) 
 
Thank you for reading this, 
 
Regards 
XXXXXX 
 
XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
  


