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 Farmers’ Charter of Rights Monitoring Committee 

Minutes of Meeting held by webex, on Thursday, 08 October 2020  

 

Attendees  

Chair:   Sean Brady 

 

Farming Bodies 

ICMSA:  

ICOS:     

ICSA:    

IFA:   

INHFA:  

Macra na Feirme:  

 

DAFM 

Sonja Maurus  Forestry Grant and Premium Schemes 

Michael O’Connor  Organic Farming Scheme 

Michael Mackey   Burren Scheme 

Eileen Delaney  Article 35 Schemes 

Janice Whelan  TB and Brucellosis Compensation 

Miriam Cadwell  GLAS / TAMS II  

Oliver Molloy                       Inspectorate   

Josephine Brennan  Inspectorate  

Edel Carty  Knowledge Transfer Scheme  

Fintan O’Brien  Direct Payments  

Brian Alcock   Direct Payments 

Peter Harte       BDGP/BEEP/BEAM/BFP 

James Walsh  ANC/ Sheep Welfare Scheme 

Eddie Forde   Young Farmers Scheme/ National Reserve 

Fran Morrin   Young Farmers Scheme/ National Reserve   

Ursula McMahon                Inspections 

Tom Keating   Inspectorate   

Padraig McMahon  Corporate Affairs 

Carmel Delahunt   Corporate Affairs  

Audrey Lyons  Corporate Affairs 
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Anna Keenan  Corporate Affairs 

 

As a result of the restrictions imposed by Covid 19 the meeting was held by webex. 

Padraig McMahon opened the meeting. The Chair welcomed all attendees. 

The Department presented statistics and information for each of the agenda items in the 

context of the targets set out in the Charter. There was detailed discussion in relation to 

these matters. The action points arising are set out in the table below.  

 

 Action Points Summary Table 

 Business Area / 

Query 

Action required 

1. Forestry 

 

1. Details of the number of outstanding applications 

and hectares outside of Charter targets to be 

provided. 

2. Details on the number of applications in SAC or 

SPA areas approved in the last two years to be 

provided. 

2 Burren and art 35 

schemes 

Estimated details of the payments to be made under 

Burren and other art 35 schemes  

3 TB 

 

1. Clarification to be provided as to whether payments 

are made within 3 weeks of the documents being 

received within the Department or from start of 

processing. 

2. Breakdown on the amount of money spent on 

Valuation, Hardship, Income Support and 

Depopulation to be provided. 

4. GLAS 1. Breakdown of payments made by each GLAS 

action in 2019 to be provided. 

2. Percentage breakdown of 2019 payments paid 

inside and outside Charter commitment to be 

provided. 

5. TAMS 
1. Details of the number of farms and amount of 

funding in total provided to those in partnership 
which include a young farmer. 

2. Details of the amount of payments in total to 
and the number of young farmers not in 
partnerships (60% only). 

3. Details of actual payments to YF under top 25 
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investment items. 
4. Details of Calf Investment Scheme to be 

provided 

 

6. BDGP 
Specific details of the tolerances applied in relation to 

female replacement requirement to be provided 

 

Item 1 – Previous Minutes of 04 June 2020 and matters arising 

Minutes of previous meeting were agreed. 

 

Item 2 – Forestry Grant and Premium Schemes  

Issue Raised Response 

Will the processing of applications for 

felling licences improve as a result of 

additional staff? 

 

There is a plan in place to speed up the 

process. The Forestry (Miscellaneous 

Provision Act) has now been enacted. 

The recruitment of additional ecologists 

and inspectors has been approved and 

will speed up the approval process  

Have any of the 450 applications 

specified on the Monitoring Report 

regarding Natura sites been approved? 

 60 applications approved so far this 

year. 

 

Item 3 – Organic Farming Scheme 

No issues were raised. 

 

Item 4 – Burren Scheme / Article 35 Schemes 
 

Issue Raised Response 

Number of outstanding payments? 5 payments remain to be made 

 

What will be the total spend this year on 

the locally led schemes? 

€0.42m paid already. Some applications 

still being assessed  but expect 

payments to be in the region of €0.64m 

There were 1,600 Hen Harrier 

applications last year. What is the 

There has been no drop off in 

applications.  In 2018, 680 application 
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reason for the drop? received, 2019, 1,476 applications 

received and in 2020, 1,524 

applications received 

 

Item 5 – TB and Brucellosis Compensation 

Issue Raised Response 

Is there any particular reason for the 

delay in issuing payments? 

Usually outstanding documentation. 

Is the incidence of TB the same across 

the country? 

Some areas have a higher incidence 

than others. There are different reasons 

for this. 

 
 
Item 6 – GLAS 

Issue Raised Response 

How much is expected to be paid this 

year? 

We won’t know until all applications 

have been assessed but expect to be 

similar to last year 

How many applicants are expected to 

be paid this year? 

38,000 were paid last year. It is hoped 

to achieve the same level this year 

The GLAS scheme is due to finish at 

the end of the year. Will there be a roll 

over scheme? 

The position in 2021 will be subject to 

the adoption of the Transitional 

Regulation at EU level, expected in late 

November and also the MFF. A 

Ministerial decision will also be required.   

Are the 2020 payments on target to be 

paid within the commitments made in 

the Charter? 

It is hoped to meet targets set out in 

Charter.  Inspections started over the 

last number of weeks. 

Have there been any changes to 

inspections as a result of the country 

moving into level 3? 

No major difference but inspectors have 

been advised to wear a mask when 

meeting the farmer. 

What will be the impact if the country 

moves to level 5? 

 

The Commission has permitted some 

flexibility on the level of inspections. The 

target is 5%. This may need to be 

revisited with the Commission if the 
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situation changes. 

Will payment still be made to farmers if 

subject to inspection? 

 

Advance payment will be made but may 

affect balancing payment if issue 

identified 

 

Item 7 – TAMS II 

Issue Raised Response 

Has there been an increase in the 

number of applications for tranche 19? 

There has been an increased interest in 

this tranche but won’t know number of 

applications until closing date. Approx. 

half the applications are received on the 

last day  

How many applications were submitted 

in tranche 18? 

4,688 – decisions will be made in the 

next few weeks 

When will approvals issue? Letters will issue to unsuccessful 

applicants by the end of the month. Not 

possible to confirm at this stage when 

approval letters will issue due to a 

number of factors 

When will roll over letters issue? Applicants being rolled over will get a 

letter before the end of the month. 

When will the final Tranche close? Depends on the available budget. The 

RDP runs until the end of this year. 

There are reports that some farmers are 

being logged off AgFood. What is the 

reason for this? 

If an individual moves to a company, for 

security reasons it is treated differently 

and the password must be changed 

every month. 

Why is the Department looking at bank 

statements? 

As per the T and C’s, payment of 

invoices must be verified. Full details 

are not required only the name and 

address of the YF, the last four digits, 

and transactions relating to the claim. 

Other information can be redacted. 
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Bank Account details were not required 

for the Control of Farmyard Pollution 

scheme. What has changed? 

The current scheme is under a different 

regulation. It is an EU requirement that 

at a prepayment on the spot inspection, 

the money spent must be verified. 

Due to COVID, can an extension be 

granted to the timeline for the 

completion of works? 

The Department was not in a position to 

answer at the meeting as the question 

was asked at the second part of the 

meeting when relevant official had 

departed.  

It was subsequently confirmed that 

flexibility had already been provided 

earlier in the year and no further 

extension would be granted 

 

Item 8 – Knowledge Transfer 

Issue Raised Response 

Why are the outstanding claims not 

paid? 

Approx 30/40 applications remain to be 

paid and these are mainly “deceased” 

cases or some documentation is 

outstanding. 

Is there a time limit for payments? No. 

 

As the scheme is now finished, it was agreed that Knowledge Transfer could be removed 

as an item on the agenda. 

 

Item 9 – Beef Data & Genomics / Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) / Beef 

Exceptional Aid Measure 

Issue Raised Response 

BDGP: As there is an older cohort of 

applicants, can the Department provide 

leeway if an applicant is one animal 

short? 

Applicants will be dealt with on a case 

by case basis. Farmers with excess 

eligible animals, and borderline farmers, 

have been notified. 

BEAM: There is an older cohort of 

applicants who do not have online 

capabilities and can’t see if there is an 

Letters will issue online by the end of 

the year. The Department is happy to 

engage with applicants on a case by 
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issue with the 5% nitrates reduction 

requirement. Some may also be locked 

up with TB. Some are worried about the 

tax implications of selling stock. Can the 

Department make allowances for this? 

case basis. Tax issues are a matter for 

Revenue not this Department. 

BFP: Can the Department look 

favourably on animals that have been 

exported? 

A significant number of the 600 appeals 

relate to animals sold at a higher price 

in NI. There is no way of knowing if 

these animals were slaughtered.  The 

Department will look at the appeals on a 

case by case basis. 

BEEPs: Will there be Sufficient funding 

to pay all compliant participants? 

It is expected that payments will be 

close to the €45m budget, but it is not 

anticipated that it will be vastly 

oversubscribed. 15 to 20% did not 

complete weighing last year. If applicant 

does not carry out action they will not be 

paid. 

BFP: When will payments issue?  Payment is due to commence in mid 

November. 

                                                  

Item 10 – Basic Payment Scheme / Greening Payment 

Issue Raised Response 

If an applicant did not receive a letter in 

September is it a clear case? 

Not necessarily. New information may 

have been identified. 1,000 query 

letters have issued since then and 

those who have received a letter should 

be encouraged to respond. 

Have there been any particular issues 

regarding the counties that have been 

reviewed under LPIS? 

No significant differences in the trend 

across the six counties transformed. 

Will a small issue hold up payment? If over claim, less than 0.1 of a hectare 

payment will issue on the lower area. It 

is open to the applicant to seek an 

appeal. 

If the ANC payment has issued does Not necessarily, cannot state until 
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this mean the BPS is clear? application has been validated by 16 

October. An issue may have been 

identified between the payment of ANC 

and the validation of BPS. 

How does the 7,376 query letters 

compare with previous years? 

It is in line with previous years. 

 

Item 11 – Areas of Natural Constraint 

Issue Raised Response 

Is the stocking level checked on a 

weekly basis?  

As soon as an applicant meets the 

retention period payment will be made   

Can an applicant become eligible up to 

the last day of the year? 

Yes. Over the course of the year there 

are payment runs twice weekly. A high 

number of applicants that becomes 

eligible at the end of the year. 

Did 10,000 applicants not meet the 

stocking density in September? 

The figure is higher than that. They 

have three and a half months to meet 

the stocking density requirement.   

Are there any problems with the 

stocking density for donkeys due to 

Covid? 

Since the beginning of the year, we 

have not noticed any problem. The 

figures indicate they are the same or 

slightly ahead. If there is any issue 

there is an Appeals mechanism. 

 

Item 12 – Sheep Welfare Scheme 

No issues were raised. 

 

Item 13 - National Reserve/Young Farmers Scheme  

Issue Raised Response 

Why are there fewer Young Farmers 

applications in 2020 compared with 

2019? 

The scheme was introduced in 2015. 

Payment is for a maximum of five years. 

There are fewer new applications. 

Are there more National Reserve 

applications in 2020 compared with 

877 applications were received in 2020. 

This is consistent with 2019 when 875 
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2019? applications were received. €3 million 

was paid for 2019. The estimate is the 

same for this year. 

 

 

Item 14 – Inspections  

Issue Raised Response 

Are all zones inspected every year? 48 zones are selected each year and 

would cover the whole country over 

three years. Most counties will have 

some inspections every year. The 

regulations provide that an inspection 

can delay ANC payments. Only a small 

number of these are not paid at this 

stage.   

Will flexibility on inspections continue 

on a long term basis? 

Due to Covid, the Regulation changed 

for one year to allow the Direct 

Payment advance to issue. A review 

and assessment of the outcome will be 

undertaken after payments have 

issued. If the data shows there has 

been no risk to the funds it may be 

possible to approach the Commission 

Have inspectors been reminded to 

social distance and the protocols 

regarding the wearing of mask? 

All staff are aware of the protocols 

specific to inspections. If there are any 

concerns the farmer should contact 

Inspections Section. 

Are SAC/SPA designated lands 

considered as part of the inspection 

process? 

They are part of the inspection process. 

If there is an over declaration 

Department will check if Article 32 can 

be applied or not. Individual cases can 

be examined if details are provided. 

 

BVD 

No issues were raised 

BSE & Scrapie 

No issues were raised 
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Horticulture 

No issues were raised 

Item 17 - AOB 

The Chair, Fintan O’Brien and several members of the various Farm Bodies extended 
thanks and best wishes to Gerry Gunning on his retirement. 

 

Item 18 – Date of Next Meeting 

Next meeting to be held on 03 December 2020 commencing at 10am. 

The meeting concluded. 


