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Farmers’ Charter of Rights Monitoring Committee 

 

Minutes of Meeting held at the Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise, Co. Laois on 5 
December 2019 

 

Attendees 

 

Chair:  Sean Brady 

 

Farming Bodies 

 

ICMSA:  

ICOS:    

ICSA:    

IFA:   

INHFA:  

Macra na Feirme:  

 

DAFM 

 

Edel Carty  Knowledge Transfer Scheme 

Sinead Stafford  Forestry Grant and Premium Schemes 

Michael O’Connor  Organic Farming Scheme 

Margaret Doyle  Organic Farming Scheme 

Michael Mackey   Burren Scheme/Article 35  

Leonie Ryan             TB and Brucellosis Compensation 

Miriam Cadwell  AEOS / GLAS / TAMS II  

Joanne O’Neill  TAMS II  

Josephine Brennan            Inspectorate 

Eoin O’Brien   Inspectorate 

Oliver Molloy   Inspectorate 

Paul McKiernan   Beef Data Genomics Programme/Inspections 

Peter Harte       Beef Data Genomics Programme 

Noel Dinneny  BPS  

Brian Alcock             BPS 
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James Walsh  ANC/ Sheep Welfare Scheme 

Eddie Forde   Young Farmers Scheme/ National Reserve 

Fran Morrin   Young Farmers Scheme/ National Reserve 

Ursula McMahon  Inspections 

Tom Keating   Inspectorate 

David Ryan                Inspectorate    

Padraig McMahon   Corporate Affairs 

Carmel Delahunt   Corporate Affairs  

Audrey Lyons  Corporate Affairs 

Anna Keenan  Corporate Affairs 

   

 

The Department presented statistics and information for each of the agenda items in the 

context of the targets set out in the Charter. There was detailed discussion in relation to 

these matters. The action points arising are set out in the table below. Further information 

on the discussions can be found in Appendix 1.  
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 Action Points Summary Table 

 Business Area / 

Query 

Action required 

1. Forestry 

Can a breakdown by 

the number of weeks 

it took to process the 

31% of Afforestation 

applications which 

were not processed 

within the charter 

deadline be provided? 

Information to be provided at next meeting.  

2. Forestry 

How many Natura 

applications have 

been granted? 

Information to be provided at next meeting. 

3. Forestry  

41 Tree Felling 

Licences took over six 

months to issue. What 

were the reasons for 

this? 

Information to be provided at next meeting. 

4. Forestry  

Can an outline of the 

Department’s strategy 

for dealing with the 

backlog be provided 

at the next meeting? 

Details will be provided at the next meeting. 

5. TAMS 

Can an update on the 

number of 

applications for 

funding for EID 

readers and the 

number of approvals 

be provided? 

Information to be provided at next meeting. 
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6.  Inspections 

Can details of the 

outcome of the 2016 

& 2017 inspections, 

previously provided, 

be provided again, 

electronically. 

Information to be provided directly to the bodies in 

advance of the next meeting. 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 

Item 1 – Previous Minutes of 10 October 2019 and matters arising 

Minutes of previous meeting were agreed. 

Item 2 – Knowledge Transfer 

 

Issue Raised Response 

Are these schemes now over? These schemes have concluded. No 

decision has been taken yet by the EU 

Commission in relation to RDP 

schemes during the transition period in 

advance of the next CAP. 

 

Item 3 – Forestry Grant and Premium Schemes 

 

Issue Raised Response 

Why are all Afforestation applications 

not being processed within the charter 

deadline?  

Various reasons – some issues relate to 

the AAP process and some to 

objections received from the public. The 

Department is currently recruiting more 

ecologists to deal with the backlog. 

Are Coillte Tree Felling licences 

processed quicker than Private 

There is no big variance between the 

two. 
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applicants? 

 

Item 4 – Organic Farming Scheme 

 

Issue Raised Response 

Have Farmers been notified if they have 

been successful in the recent tranche? 

Yes. Letters issued in the 1st week of 

November. 225 applied. 58 withdrew or 

were not eligible to apply. 55 were 

successful. 

Farmers have incurred costs. It is a 

prolonged process. Can results issue 

sooner? 

Applicants should have been aware that 

the scheme is targeted at certain 

sectors with a ranking and selection 

process being engaged.  Applicants 

have until the 1st September to fulfil the 

education requirement. 

Do GLAS payments issue first? 70% of organic applicants have a GLAS 

contract. GLAS payments must issue 

first as RDP rules prevent double 

funding on the same parcels of land.  

 

Item 5 – Burren Scheme 

Issue Raised Response 

Is there any intention to move to an 

online applications system? 

It is not possible to introduce an online 

application system, because of the 

nature of the scheme. 

 

Item 6 – Article 35 Schemes 

Issue Raised Response 

Is the Hen Harrier payment a full 

payment? 

Yes. 

 

Item 7 – TB and Brucellosis Compensation 
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Issue Raised Response 

What are the removal times by 

Province? 

Connacht  – 16.55 days 

Leinster     – 19.64 days 

Munster     – 18.46 days 

Ulster         – 20.79 days 

Nationally – 18.92 days  

 

Item 9 – AEOS 

No issues were raised. 

 

Item 8 – GLAS 

 

Issue Raised Response 

How many GLAS+ applications were 

received? 

3,200 

Is it a split payment? Yes. 85% advance payment has issued. 

15% balancing payments for 2019 are 

scheduled to commence in May 2020. 

Is BPS a big problem? There is no major BPS issue. 41,300 of 

the 46,800 participants have been paid. 

It is expected that c. 44,500 or 45,000 

will be paid by the end of the year. Land 

not declared on a BPS application is not 

eligible for a GLAS payment. Applicants 

must declare the same area of land for 

the five years. 

Can the 2nd instalment be paid earlier 

than May 2020. 

The Regulation allows for an advance 

payment to issue. The Department has 

until the 15 May to complete ground 

inspections. The balancing payment 

cannot be paid until the inspections 

have been completed. The Department 

will endeavour to have inspections 

completed as soon as possible.  

Are there any LESS forms outstanding? A very small number of LESS and rare 

breeds forms are outstanding.  



7 

 

Reminders have been issued to these 

applicants. 

Are there any problems with transfer of 

ownerships? 

1,200 transfer requests have been 

received, of which 1,150 have been 

approved. 50 applications have been 

refused. A beneficiary under a will may 

not want to take over or may not be 

eligible to take over the GLAS contract. 

 

Item 10 – TAMS II 

 

Issue Raised Response 

Were applicants rolled over into the last 

tranche successful? 

Originally over 700 applications were 

rolled over. 316 are still being rolled 

over from tranches 13 - 14 and 14 -15.  

Is there anything that can be done for 

these applicants?  

Applicants know the issues and terms 

and conditions of the scheme. If it is the 

same investment, it must stay the 

same. If application is unsuccessful it 

can be withdrawn, and the reference 

costs can be amended. 

When a tranche is closed are approvals 

issued by measure? 

Approvals commence once all 

applications under a given measure 

have been checked and any queries 

arising resolved.  

If applicants do not apply for an 

extension on time, are their payments 

being affected? 

 Yes, they could potentially be, the 

provisions under which an applicant 

may apply for an extension are set out 

in the T&C’s. 

What schemes are covered under the 

Animal Welfare and Nutrient schemes? 

The details of all available investment 

items are available on the Department’s 

website. 

 

There are 2,297 applicants under the 

fencing scheme.  

713 have submitted payment claims. 

2,200 gateways. 
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53,500 metres of mountain fencing. 

757,000 metres of lowland fencing. 

Is planning permission required for 

Natura?   

No.  

Is there a three years window to get 

payment requests in? 

There is a sizable amount of the first six 

tranches still coming in. 

Can a text message be sent out 

advising applicants to apply for an 

extension?  

Regular reminders issue to approved 

applicants, including by text to those 

who have signed up for text message 

reminders, to remind them to submit a 

payment claim as soon as they are in a 

position to do so.  

 

 

Item 10 – Beef Data & Genomics / Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot (BEEP) / Beef 

Exceptional Aid Measure 

Issue Raised Response 

BEEP: Were there many applications 

submitted during the extended period? 

Not a significant amount. 

What percentage of applicants have 

been paid? 

16,424 of the 19,000 applicants have 

been paid. C. 80 applications remain to 

be paid. 2,500 applicants did not weigh 

animals and so are ineligible for 

payment.  

BDGP:  No issues were raised. 

BEAM:  No issues were raised. 

 

Item 11 – Basic Payment Scheme / Greening Payment 

 

Issue Raised Response 

Can an applicant receive a BPS 

payment but not a Greening payment? 

Yes. A very small number who have 

sowed a Catch crop require a field 

inspection in December and payment 
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cannot issue until after the inspection 

has been finalised. 

Are payments being held up to review 

imagery? 

No. Payment will issue while imagery is 

being reviewed. 

Have some applicants that remain 

unpaid not received any 

correspondence? 

Where there is an overclaim on 

commonage, only the new entrant on 

the commonage is written to in the first 

place. There are also a small number of 

satellite inspections. 

Can the advance payment issue if there 

is a problem, with any penalty deducted 

from balance? 

No. The regulation states that each 

application must pass an administrative 

check. If there is a dual claim, evidence 

of the right to claim the parcel must be 

provided. There may also be 

herdnumber issues.  

What is the position with payments in 

Louth following the LPIS review? 

There were minor issues in September, 

which have now been resolved. Queries 

for Louth now are in line with those 

arising in other counties.  The 

Department is doing its upmost to 

ensure there are no problems. The 

same process is being applied to the 

next five counties. 

 

Item 12 – Areas of Natural Constraint 

 

Issue Raised Response 

Are payment problems relating to 

BPS? 

Usually the issue is with stocking 

density. 

Did all of the eligible herdowners with 

land in the re designated areas apply?  

3,718 were eligible to apply. 3,348 

applications were received. 

Did the department contact those that 

did not apply? 

Not this year. A change to the 

application system has been 

introduced, going forward an applicant 

must now click Y or N on the BPS 

application. 
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How many are expected to be paid by 

the end of the year? 

Approximately 97,000 

Can 80% payment be issued now to 

the Appeal cases? 

No. Payments will issue in one full 

amount.  The Appeals Body is 

processing cases as swiftly as possible 

and are near the end of the process.  

Will the results issue in one block? Yes. 

Is there any indication of when letters 

will issue? 

No. 

 

Item 13 – Sheep Welfare Scheme 

 

No issues were raised. 

 

 

 

Item 14 - National Reserve/Young Farmers Scheme  

Issue Raised Response 

Is BPS holding up the 6% outstanding 

Young Farmer cases? 

No. The Young Farmers payment is 

independent of the BPS. 

If an applicant receives their first 

payment this year, will payment issue 

in subsequent years? 

The Omnibus regulation provides for 

YFS payments to be made beyond the 

2019 scheme year.  

How many Young Farmer applications 

need to be inspected? 

A minimum of 5%. 

How many were selected for 

inspection? 

Initially 600 cases are selected. Some 

fall off as they do not meet the eligibility 

criteria. Inspections must meet the 

regulation and can be a mix of risk and 

random. Random must be a minimum 

of 20% and no more than 25%. 
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Item 15 – Inspections  
 

Issue Raised Response 

What is the comparison year on year? There is consistency across the years 

with limited variances (below 1%).  A 

new population is taken each year. 

If there is a land eligibility issue, can a 

remote inspection be done first and 

then a ground inspection if necessary? 

No. A full ground inspection is required.  

When is a yellow card issued? Once under each scheme.  It depends 

on the level of over declaration. 

Currently there are 207 cases of which 

two previously were granted yellow 

cards but have now been penalised. 

Is a yellow card system rescinded?  No, it is part of the current CAP. 

Discussion on the new CAP will decide 

if the yellow card system will carry over 

into the new CAP. 

Can the statistics on land eligibility be 

provided on a county basis? 

No, data is not provided on a county 

basis. 

To resolve issues, can a rapid field visit 

be requested? 

Yes, but the outcome of the field visit 

may not necessarily be favourable to 

the farmer. 

What is the position with Article 32? It is part of the processing of the ground 

and remote inspection outcome. An 

excluded parcel/area in designated land 

may be deemed eligible. 

What is the inspection position with 

Louth? 

Technical issues have been resolved. 

The inspections are been dealt with as 

quickly as possible.  

The Department inspector has access 

to all sheep movements, sales, 

purchases etc. The flock owner does 

not have the same access because of 

GDPR. 

Herdowners are required to keep the 

flock register up to date. They must 

retain the dispatch documents. GDPR 

does not affect this issue. 
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Are all inspected cases contacted? All applicants subject to Eligibility 

inspection cases are contacted. Cases 

that are clear following an inspection 

are put through for payment, a letter 

detailing the inspection outcome issues 

to the applicant. If there is an over 

declaration the herdowner is given an 

opportunity to submit a comment before 

the case is finalised. 

Who examines the imagery? The examination is undertaken by 

contractors who are GIS specialists. 

How long do satellite inspections take? The timeframe varies. 2 sets of imagery 

are required, usually March to June and 

June to August. Some imagery was not 

received until the end of September this 

year. There is a significant amount of 

work to be undertaken on the raw data 

before the imagery can be examined. 

Are there any issues with cattle 

registers and tagging? 

Tagging irregularities are a regular 

issue on the ground. There is also a 

problem with passports not been 

signed.  

Are there issues with animal welfare? Welfare issues may be notified by 

veterinary colleagues.  

Herdowners employ advisors to submit 

online applications as they are afraid of 

missing out. Can the new CAP have a 

simplified system? 

The BPS online system is designed to 

help farmers. 

Why if stock is missing is a Garda 

report required? 

The theft of animals must be reported to 

the Gardai and the RVO. A form must 

be completed before the inspection. 

 

BVD 

No issues were raised 

BSE & Scrapie 

No issues were raised 
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Horticulture 

No issues were raised 

 

AOB 

The Farming Bodies requested that an update on the LPIS Rebuild project be provided at 

the next meeting. 

Richard Kennedy and Joe Brady IFA advised the Chair that this was their last Charter 

meeting. Gerry Gunning on behalf of the farming organisations wished Noel Dinneny well 

on his impending retirement. 

The Chair wished Richard, Joe and Noel all the best in the future whatever road they take. 

 

Item 17 – Date of Next Meeting 

Agreed next meeting would be held on 05 March 2020 commencing at 10am. 

The meeting concluded. 


