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Marine Survey Office 

14/04/2021 

The Marine Survey Office has no objection to the application from a navigational safety perspective. 

However the following points shall be of note; 

 An appropriate Marine Notice detailing the works and vessels engaged in said works shall be 
published for the information of all marine users in the sea area covered by the application. 
Safety notices for mariners shall be promulgated by all available means appropriate during 
the duration of the subsea cable operations to ensure the safety of navigation is maintained. 

 

 The applicant shall ensure the information regarding the final location, depth and shore 
markings of submarine cables is submitted to the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office (UKHO) 
for inclusion on relevant navigation charts & publications. 

 

Department of Defence 

16/04/2021 

Observations on foreshore application by Greenlink Interconnector Limited. 

Based on the information supplied and having consulted with our Naval Service colleagues,  

The Department of Defence would like to make the following observation: 

 Any work carried out to seaward from the foreshore should be published in a Notice to 

Mariners to ensure that seafarers operating in proximity to the works would be aware of the 

project and any restricted area which is requested around vessels involved in the works. 

 

Bord Iascaigh Mhara 

27/04/2021 

Thank you for your invitation to provide observations on the proposed Greenlink Interconnector 
project. BIM have previously made observations on this proposal via DAFM our parent department 
BIM, Ireland’s Seafood development Agency welcomes the opportunity to make this further 
submission.    

 The proposed interconnector route does overlap with commercial fishing activities, 

particularly nearshore crab and lobster potting.  It is noted that mitigation is already in place 

for Herring spawning.  

 BIM are also of the opinion that the development does not overlap with seed mussel fishing 

areas.   

 It should be noted that Bannow Bay is a world class oyster producing area and all care should 

be taken to avoid spillage of oils/fuel or any other chemical from operational equipment at all 

stages and that if there are any spills that appropriate actions are put in place and aquaculture 

licence holders are notified.   

 Other comments relating to aquaculture in Bannow Bay stand unchanged as per the first 

submission 
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 We are aware that fishers have been consulted and contact details made available to the 

developer.  We wish to reiterate the importance of maintaining contact with fishers during 

planning and construction.  BIM are happy to assist with this as appropriate. 

 Fishers in the area raised concerns about accessing the area where the connector is 

deployed/operational and the inspection and maintenance of the cable to minimise risks of 

interactions with towed gear.  This remains a concern and assurances are sought that more 

detailed consideration be given to the matter in consultation with the fishers.  

Bord Iascaigh Mhara observation no 2 

20/05/2021 

 I note/acknowledge the points made regarding Greenlink’s previous engagement with fishing 

interests (individual fishers and representative structures/groups). I would only add at this 

stage, that this should continue in advance and during the construction phase. This should 

include reassuring fishers directly regarding their stated ‘intention is to bury the cable in the 

seabed to minimise the snagging risk to fishers’ and set out Greenlink’s policy/procedure in 

the hopefully unlikely event that a cable becomes exposed and snagged. 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 

29/04/2021 

I refer to your correspondence received 31st March 2021 requesting observations from the Agency on 

the above application and accompanying Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura 

Impact Statement (NIS). 

 

In accordance with the requirement as set out the Foreshore Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 353 of 2011), 

the Agency makes the following observation: 

 

 The EIAR, dated July 2019, in Section 2.3.2 Other National Legislation states that a dumping at 

sea permit is not required for parts of the proposed activity.  However, the applicant has made 

no statement on the requirement for a dumping at sea permit for aspects of the 

decommissioning as outlined in Section 4.13 Decommissioning.  It should be noted that a 

dumping at sea permit is required in the event that any deliberate disposal of a substance or 

material in the maritime area, as defined in Section 1 of the DAS Act 1996 as amended, is 

proposed. 

 

The Agency would further advise: 

 That the proposed activity shall not result in a contravention of the Water Framework 

Directive 2000/60/EC, Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, Birds Directive 2009/147/EC, Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive 2008/56/EC, Bathing Water Directive 73/160/EEC or 

Environmental Liabilities Directive 2004/35/EC. 
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Wexford County Council 

30/04/2021 

I refer to your notification of the fore shore licence application made by Greenlink lnterconnector 

Limited. Wexford County Council has also made observations to An Bord Pleanala relating to the 

onshore aspects of this development in accordance with Section 182A of the Planning and 

Development Act (as amended). This submission has been included for your information. 

The overall development has been subject to public consultation and aspects raised by the Council 

have also been incorporated into the onshore proposals. The majority of the works as outlined in 

the foreshore application fall outside of the Council's jurisdiction but the Council wishes to make the 

following observations. 

Timing and duration of works 

 The aspects of the development are likely to have some adverse impacts during the 

construction period. Where possible such works should avoid the main tourist season. Access 

to the beach should be retained and all compounds must be adequately screened and 

secured. 

Construction Traffic 

 On shore construction traffic required to facilitate the off-shore development must be 

subject to control and requirements should be included in the decision to consult with 

Wexford County Council's Transportation Section and reach agreement on delivery 

schedules of any adverse loads. 

Noise 

 There are a number of dwellings in the locality and it is necessary to protect these residents 

form adverse construction noise. Whilst the Planning Authority and Environment Section of 

the County Council can enforce onshore works it is important that agreed noise levels are 

included in the foreshore licence. 

 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

04/05/2021 

From the perspective of Government policy, support for enhanced electricity interconnection is 

emphasised in the National Policy Statement on Electricity Interconnection, published by the 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC) in July 2018. In addition to 

articulating the Irish policy position, this statement has provided clarity to investors in potential 

interconnector projects, including the two proposed interconnectors currently at a pre-construction 

phase of development – the Celtic Interconnector and the Greenlink Interconnector.  

 

The National Policy Statement has also assisted the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) in 

determining an appropriate regulatory approach to electricity interconnection, by drawing attention 

to key policy parameters for consideration in its evaluation of interconnection applications from 
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project promoters. In this regard, following a cost benefit analysis, the CRU has determined that the 

development of the Greenlink interconnector is in the interest of Irish electricity consumers.  

 

In addition to the policy statement of 2018, Government support for enhanced interconnection as a 

means of driving the transition to a low carbon energy future is further reflected in the 2019 Climate 

Action Plan and in the 2020 Programme for Government. Government support for enhanced 

electricity interconnection, including interconnectors that have been designated EU Projects of 

Common Interest (PCI), such as the Greenlink Interconnector, will be further emphasised in the 

forthcoming National Marine Planning Framework.  

 

In addition to the above, electricity interconnection is viewed as critical infrastructure by the European 

Commission, with enhanced interconnection between EU member states an essential component of 

creating a pan-EU internal energy market. EU policy is therefore explicit in its support of electricity 

interconnection, with interconnection projects facilitated under the EU PCI process. 

 

In summary, the DECC can confirm that development of the Greenlink Interconnector, subject to 

receipt of all necessary associated consents and permits, is consistent with related Government 

energy policy.  

 

 

Commissioner of Irish Lights 
06/05/2021 

 

Having reviewed the foreshore licence application, Irish Lights has no specific observations to make. 

In coming to this conclusion, it is noted that: 

 the EIA assessed that the change in water depth (associated with any external cable 
protection) will be slight and will not have any effect on safety of navigation 

 that there will be no compass deviation effects (either magnetic compasses or inertial 
navigation) due to changes in electromagnetic fields (EMF) given that such changes reduce to 
background levels within 2m from bundled cables) 

 there are no charted anchorage areas in the vicinity of the Proposed Development 
 the nearest Irish Lights infrastructure is the Red Bank buoy, over 2.5NM east of the proposed 

route between Hook Head and the Saltee Islands. 
 

If a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton ( sdr@ukho.gov.uk) must be informed 

by the licensee of the development's geographical position in order to update nautical charts and 

other nautical publications. 

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

07/05/2021 

Greenlink is a proposed subsea and underground interconnector cable between the existing 

electricity grids in the Republic of Ireland and Great Britain. 

mailto:sdr@ukho.gov.uk
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The development includes: 

 2 high voltage direct current (HVDC) electricity cables 

 Smaller fibre optic cable for control and communication 

 Associated works to install, test, commission of aforementioned cables 

 Associated works to operate, maintain, repair and decommission aforementioned cables 

including 5 repairs over the 40 years lifetime of Greenlink IFI note that the cables will make 

landfall in Baginbun beach, this sites selection will have less of an impact on the migrating 

fish species than a site within Waterford Harbour and the respective SAC’s within that 

catchment. 

 

Once the cable laying method has been agreed we would request that relevant stakeholders are 
notified; for IFI we ask that Environmental Officer  is notified. We note that A 
Construction Environmental Management Plan and an Emergency Spill Response Plan will be 
developed. 
 
To reduce impact on fish species the use of soft-start and ramp-up procedures for any sound-
generating works undertaken – both on a day-to-day basis and on restart after any stoppages within 
any day should be undertaken. This measure should be a condition of the foreshore licence. The 
comments of IFI in this regard relate to fish species of conservation significance and of leisure angling 
significance all of which constitute part of IFI’s brief. 
 
The NIS documents suggests that the UXO detonation would cause fish mortality within a 6.2km 
radius. IFI note that the plan is not to do any UXO detonation if possible and we acknowledge the 
mitigation effects to be implemented if it is necessary. IFI would request that if any UXO detonation 
are required that local Environmental Officer ( ) be made aware so IFI can take it 
into account when assessing the migration success of the different diadromous species in the area. 
 
According to the documentation the effect of the electromagnetic field will reduce to background 
levels at 2 m for bundled cables and 12m for unbundled cables (EIAR page 38). Is it planned to monitor 
the effects of these magnetic fields on any of the key shark species around the HDD exit points as the 
area of influence is 12m? 
 

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 

10/05/2021 

The supporting documents to the application state that the route crosses the Dunmore East herring 

spawning grounds and is close to spawning and nursery grounds for other commercially important fish 

species. Potential impacts have been assessed for significance and included in the reports. No 

significant impacts on fishery control are anticipated. 

The landfall site is close to the entrance of the Bannow Bay classified shellfish water, and the Campile 

crossing is inland of the Waterford Harbour classified production area. The shellfish in these waters 

could be sensitive to increased sediments in the water. 

The landfall site is close to the entrance of the Bannow Bay classified shellfish water, and theCampile 

crossing is inland of the Waterford Harbour classified production area. The shellfish in these waters 
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could be sensitive to increased sediments in the water. However, provided the disturbed sediments 

are not contaminated they should not have an impact on food safety. 

 

Irish Coast Guard 

11/05/2021 

The Irish Coast Guard would like to draw attention to the provisions of the National Maritime 

Oil/HNS Spill Contingency Plan, June 2021 and the associated national legislation articulated in the 

Plan. 

Specifically in terms of contingency preparedness and planning for emergency response and 

environmental protection for offshore operations. 

The National Maritime Oil/HNS Spill Contingency Plan is available at the following location. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/79e5d-national-maritime-oilhns-spill-contingency-plan-

nmoscp/#:~:text=The%20National%20Maritime%20Oil%20%26%20HNS,facilities%20and%20land%2

Dbased%20sources.  

 

Underwater Archaeology Unit 

17/05/2021 

 

Foreshore works: 

As the foreshore works will be by way of directional drilling, we have no further mitigation 

requirements for this. However, should this change whereby there will be impact to the foreshore, 

then the National Monuments Service should be contacted in advance of any works commencing 

as further archaeological mitigation will be required. 

 

Offshore Exclusion Zones: 

 50m AEZs to be placed around all identified anomalies. 

 When the cable positions are finalised, they too will adhere to the 50m exclusion zones.  

 Charts showing the location of all exclusion zones in relation to the proposed cable route 
should be forwarded to the National Monuments Service 1 week prior to the cable laying 
works commencing. The developer shall inform DHLGH in the event that route changes 
impinge on any of these exclusion zones. 

 

Archaeological Monitoring: 

 Archaeological monitoring, as described below, will be required to be carried out of all 
proposed seabed disturbance works to take place as part of this development. This 
includes the manhole works on the landfall side, pre-lay grapnel run surveys, cable 
installation works, all cable laying works from the low water mark out to the 12-mile limit 
and post-lay inspection and burial works. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/79e5d-national-maritime-oilhns-spill-contingency-plan-nmoscp/#:~:text=The%20National%20Maritime%20Oil%20%26%20HNS,facilities%20and%20land%2Dbased%20sources
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/79e5d-national-maritime-oilhns-spill-contingency-plan-nmoscp/#:~:text=The%20National%20Maritime%20Oil%20%26%20HNS,facilities%20and%20land%2Dbased%20sources
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/79e5d-national-maritime-oilhns-spill-contingency-plan-nmoscp/#:~:text=The%20National%20Maritime%20Oil%20%26%20HNS,facilities%20and%20land%2Dbased%20sources
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 In order to ensure the preservation of potential archaeological sites, wrecks and features 
the applicant is required to engage the services of a suitably qualified underwater 
archaeologist to monitor all disturbance works associated with the cable works.  

 The underwater archaeologist shall be experienced in the licensed archaeological 
monitoring of offshore marine projects. 

 The archaeological monitoring shall be licensed under the National Monuments Acts 1930-
2004.  

 The licence should be obtained 2 weeks in advance of any works taking place. 

 A detailed method statement shall accompany the licence application and shall include 
details of the proposed works, duration of works; archaeological monitoring team proposed 
and a find’s retrieval strategy.  

 Monitoring of the main cable laying works should take place on board the main cable laying 
vessel. 

 

Archaeological reporting of discoveries: 

 Should archaeological material be found during the course of monitoring, the archaeologist 
shall have the work in that area suspended, pending a decision as to how best to resolve 
the archaeology.  

 The applicant shall be prepared to be advised by the Department of Housing, Local 
Government & Heritage with regard to any necessary mitigating action (e.g. avoidance, 
preservation in situ or excavation). The applicant shall facilitate the archaeologist in 
recording any material found. 

 

Standby archaeological dive team: 

 An archaeological dive team should be retained on standby in the event that archaeological 
material is uncovered during the cable laying works.  

 A dive licence should be in place by the archaeological dive team 2 weeks in advance of 
the cable laying works commencing to prevent delays to potential archaeological diving 
work associated with the project. 

 

Reporting: 

The Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage shall be furnished with a report 

describing the results of the monitoring, any diving, etc. 

It should be borne in mind, that if significant archaeological remains are found, further 

archaeological mitigation might be required. 

 

Health and Safety Authority 

01/04/2021 

Health & Safety Authority do not have any observations to make on the Greenlink Interconnector. 
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Marine Institute 

15/04/2021 

The Marine Institute notes the additional information request from DHLGH and the subsequent 

response from Greenlink Interconnector Limited.  

The Marine Institute is satisfied that all the information provided is sufficient to enable a decision to 

be taken with regard to this application. 

The Marine Institute has no more comments to make. 

 

Met Éireann 

15/04/2021 

After studying the application form and associated documents, the proposed development will not 

have any adverse impacts on the Met Éireann observations networks.  

 

Geological Survey Ireland 

21/04/2021 

With reference to your email dated 25 March 2021, regarding the Request for observations Greenlink 

Interconnector Limited: Significant Additional Data, please note that Geological Survey Ireland has no 

specific comment or observations to make on this matter at since our last response [20/321].  

We are grateful to be given the opportunity, and we would welcome the opportunity to make more 

specific comments once more detail of the scheme is made available as the project progresses In the 

mean time we would recommend the use of our data sets available on our website. 

 

Water and Marine Advisor (DHLGH) 

27/04/2021 

Report of the 12/02/20 remains valid for this case as the further information was requested to inform 

the Screening for Appropriate Assessment and Appropriate Assessment and not relevant to 

engineering issues. 

 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

28/04/2021 

A request was received from your Department for further comments/observations from the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine on foot of additional information supplied on this 

application. 
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No further conditions are to be included in any licence that issues apart from concerns provided by 

BIM (attached) and also below from the SFPA. 

The SFPA expressed concerns as to the close proximity of the landfall site to the entrance of the 
Bannow Bay classified shellfish water, and the Campile crossing is inland of the Waterford Harbour 
classified production area.  The shellfish in these waters could be sensitive to increased sediments in 
the water. 
 

National Parks and Wildlife Service 

17/05/2021 

The NPWS have no comment to make on this application. 

 

Fáilte Ireland 

30/04/2021 

Thank you for the email and documentation. We have no comments or observations to submit. 

 

An Taisce 

18/05/2021 

Thank you for your email. Unfortunately, we did not have the capacity at the time to review this 

particular application. 

 


