
Policy Statement on the 
Importation of Fracked Gas 
 
May 2021

 
Prepared by the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 
www.decc.gov.ie  



2 

 

1 Background 
The Programme for Government commits Ireland to an average 7% per annum reduction in 

overall greenhouse gas emissions from 2021 to 2030 (a 51% reduction over the decade) 

and to achieving net zero emissions by 2050. 

The Programme for Government also sets out that the Government does not support the 

importation of fracked gas and commits to the development of a policy statement to establish 

that approach. This policy statement sets out that approach.  

Fracked gas is natural gas that is extracted through the use of hydraulic fracturing (also 

known as fracking). This can have an additional negative impact, in comparison to natural 

gas extracted without hydraulic fracturing, on both the global climate and the local 

environment where the gas is extracted. Ireland has already banned the use of fracking for 

the extraction of natural gas onshore and ended the issuing of new exploration licences for 

oil or natural gas offshore. 

The placing of a legal prohibition on the importation of fracked gas in national legislation has 

been considered and legal advice has been provided by the Attorney General. In the context 

of European Union Treaties and the laws governing the internal energy market, it is 

considered that a legal ban on the importation of fracked gas could not be put in place at this 

time.  

Changes to international rules, such as European energy laws, could facilitate the future 

implementation of a legal ban or restriction on the importation of fracked gas. The upcoming 

revision of the European Union’s Gas Directive and Gas Regulation provides one such 

opportunity for Ireland and like-minded Member States to promote and support changes to 

these laws that would allow the importation of fracked gas to be restricted. 

Ireland imports much of its natural gas via the two interconnector pipelines from Moffat in 

Scotland, which provide the majority of natural gas currently used in Ireland. Given the level 

of fracked gas in the imports from Scotland is considered very low, the highest risk of 

fracked gas being imported into Ireland on a large-scale would be via liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) terminals, if any were to be constructed. 

The Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications is currently carrying out a 

review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas systems which 

is focussing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a sustainable pathway to net 

zero emissions by 2050.  
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The Government’s 2021 Climate Action Plan will increase ambition in reducing Irelands 

greenhouse gas emissions in line with the Programme for Government. This will lead to a 

lower annual use of natural gas than would otherwise be the case thus reducing the potential 

risks to security of supply. This will be taken into account by the review.  

The review will consider if it would be appropriate, or not, to develop LNG terminals in 

Ireland. It will also consider, if any such terminals were to be developed, if they should only 

be in order to provide a backup to existing supply infrastructure. It is only on the completion 

of this review that the Government can conclude, with certainty, the role of any future 

potential LNG terminals and the type, ownership and use of such terminals. 

The review will include a technical analysis and a public consultation. The outcome of the 

review will be brought to Government for its approval. 

 

2 Policy Decision 
The Government recognises that: 

• fracked gas can have significantly higher greenhouse gas emissions than 

conventional natural gas, both nationally and globally, and the widespread use of 

fracked gas would not be consistent with Ireland’s 2030 and 2050 climate objectives 

nor globally with the Paris Agreement; 

• the outcome of the review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity and 

natural gas systems will inform how Ireland can ensure we will have secure energy 

systems focussing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a sustainable 

pathway to net zero emissions by 2050; 

• the review will consider how the Government’s increased ambition in renewable 

energy and the development of new indigenous clean energy sources, such as 

hydrogen from renewable sources and biomethane, will reduce fossil fuel use and 

how this can reduce the security of supply risks; 

• the review will consider the risk of stranded assets, including fossil fuel infrastructure, 

in the context of the Government commitment to net zero emissions by 2050; and 

• the review will inform whether it would be appropriate, or not, to develop LNG 

terminals in Ireland and, if any such terminals were to be developed, whether they 

should only be in order to provide a contingency supply in the event of failure of 

existing natural gas supply infrastructure. 
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In order to implement the Programme for Government commitment that it does not support 

the importation of fracked gas, the Government has approved that: 

• pending the outcome of the review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s 

electricity and natural gas systems, it would not be appropriate for the development 

of any LNG terminals in Ireland to be permitted or proceeded with;  

• the Government will work with like-minded European States to promote and support 

changes to European energy laws – in particular the upcoming revision of the 

European Union’s Gas Directive and Gas Regulation – in order to allow the 

importation of fracked gas to be restricted; and 

• the Government will work with international partners to promote the phasing out of 

fracking at an international level within the wider context of the phasing out of fossil 

fuel extraction. 
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