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Appropriate Assessment Screening for aquaculture activity at Site T12/ 539A 
in Fintrage Bay, Co. Donegal 

Brief description of the project or plan Aquaculture production of seaweeds (Alaria esculenta, 
Laminaria saccharina and Palmaria palmata) using longlines 
at Site T12/539A in Fintrage Bay, Co. Donegal. The location 
of the site is shown in Figure 1. The area of foreshore is 
20.0323Ha 
 
 

  

Brief description of the Natura 2000 
sites 

Site T12/539A is not located within a Natura 2000 site. The 
following Natura 2000 sites are adjacent to (within 15Km) of 
the proposed aquaculture site. 

 

Inishduff SPA (Site Code 004155) 

Inishduff is a small, uninhabited, rocky island lying 
approximately 2 km off the south coast of Co. Donegal. It is a 
low-lying island which rises to a maximum height of about 10 
m and which is vegetated by a short, maritime grassy sward. 
The site includes the island and the surrounding seas to a 
distance of 200 m. 

The Conservation Objectives of this site are to maintain or 
restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird 
species listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA: 

• Shag 

 

West Donegal Coast SPA (Site Code 004150) 

The West Donegal Coast SPA comprises separate sections 
of the Co. Donegal coastline and extends from Muckros 
Head in the south, northwards to Slieve League, Malin Beg, 
Rocky Point, Glen Head, Slieve Tooey, Maghera, Loughros 
Point, Dunmore Head, Aran Island, Magheradrumman, 
Carrickfin, Carnboy, Bunbeg, Magheragallan, Lunniagh, as 
far as Carrick, to the south of Bloody Foreland. The site 
includes the high coast areas and sea cliffs of the mainland 
and Aran Island, the land adjacent to the cliff, areas of sand 
dunes/machair at Maghera, Mullaghderg, 
Braade/Carrickfin/Carnboy, Magheragallan and 
Lunniagh/Carrick, and also several areas further inland of the 
coast at Croaghmuckros and Slieve League, north of 
Glencolumbkille and south of Dunmore Head. A low-lying 
area of land on the coast at Bunbeg used by roosting 
Chough is also included. The high water mark forms the 
seaward boundary, except at Tormore Island where the 
adjacent sea area to a distance of 500 m from the cliff base 
is included. 
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The Conservation Objectives of this site are to maintain or 
restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird 
species listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA: 

• Fulmar 

• Cormorant 

• Shag 

• Peregrine 

• Herring gull 

• Kittiwake 

• Razorbill 

• Chough 

 

Slieve League SAC (Site Code 000189) 

This site encompasses the coastline from Glen Bay, at 
Glencolumbkille, around to a point south-east of Teelin, in 
south Co. Donegal. Inland, the uplands of Slieve League 
(595 m O.D.) and Leahan (427 m O.D.) are included, along 
with Loughs Agh and Auva 

The Conservation Objectives of this site are: 

• To maintain the favourable conservation 
condition of Reefs in Slieve League SAC 

• To maintain the favourable conservation 
condition of Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic 
and Baltic coasts in Slieve League SAC, 

• To restore the favourable conservation condition 
of Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 
in Slieve League SAC, 

• To restore the favourable conservation condition 
of Alpine and Boreal heaths in Slieve League 
SAC, 

• To restore the favourable conservation condition 
of Blanket bogs in Slieve League SAC, 

• To maintain the favourable conservation 
condition of Calcareous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation in Slieve League SAC, 

• To maintain the favourable conservation 
condition of Siliceous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation in Slieve League SAC. 

 

St. John’s Point SAC  (Site Code: 000191): 

St. John’s Point is a 10 km-long, narrow peninsula running 
south-west from Dunkineely into Donegal Bay. The site 
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covers the most southerly 4 km of the peninsula and includes 
some of the surrounding marine waters.  

The Conservation Objectives of this site are: 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Large shallow inlets and bays in St. John's Point 
SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Reefs in St. John's Point SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on 
calcareous substrates Festuco-Brometalia) in St. 
John's Point SAC, 

 To restore the favourable conservation condition of 
Moliniameadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-
laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) in St. John's Point 
SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Alkaline fens in St. John's Point SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Limestone pavements in St. John's Point SAC, 

 To maintain the favourable conservation condition of 
Submerged or partially submerged sea caves in St. 
John's Point SAC. 

 

 
  

Assessment criteria 
  

Describe the individual elements of 
the project (either alone or in 
combination with other plans or 
projects) likely to give rise to impacts 
on the Natura 2000 site. 

Seaweed is cultured using longlines supported by floating 
structures similar to those used for mussel culture. IT is 
intended that seeded strings will be sourced from within 
Ireland..    

 

Describe any likely direct, indirect or 
secondary impacts of the project 
(either alone or in combination with 
other plans or projects) on the Natura 
2000 site by virtue of: 

  

size and scale; There are no direct or indirect impacts from the culture 
operations on the adjacent Natura 2000 sites.  
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Distance from the Natura 2000 site or 
key features of the site: 

There is no spatial overlap between any of the aquaculture 
sites and the adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 
 

Resource requirements (water 
abstraction etc.): 

The culture of seaweed is reliant upon ambient nutrient levels 
in the water column and solar Illumination. The production of 
seaweed does not use any resources required by the 
qualifying features of adjacent Natura sites.  
 
 
 
 

Emissions (disposal to land, water or 
air): 

The aquaculture site, located in the subtidal area, would be 
accessed by boat. As a consequence, noise and pollution e.g.  
as a result of a fuel spill may present a risk to features of 
adjoining Natura sites with a specific marine element. The 
risks are, however, not considered significant at current levels 
of aquaculture activity. It is considered that impacts would be 
localised and minor. Also, licence conditions specify that 
vessels and vehicles used in the conduct of aquaculture 
operations must maintain strict operation and safety 
standards, such that risks associated with noise, spills and 
emissions are minimised and/or mitigated. 
 

 

Excavation requirements: There are no excavation or similar activities associated with 
the aquaculture activity 

Transportation requirements: Access routes to the aquaculture site do not spatially overlap 
with any of the adjacent Natura 2000 sites. The produced 
aquaculture products are transported offsite by lorry using 
the existing national road network with no impact on the 
adjoining Natura 2000 sites.  

Duration of construction, operation, 
decommissioning: 

None 

Other:  

  

Describe any likely changes to the 
site arising as a result of: 

 

Reduction of habitat area: There is no reduction in habitat area within any of the Natura 
2000 sites considered arising from the aquaculture 
production activities.  

Disturbance to key species: Given the separation distance of the production sites from the 
adjacent Natura 2000 sites and the absence of any clear 
“source –pathway – receptor” there will be no disturbance to 
key species within any Natura 2000 sites. There is no 
evidence in the scientific literature to suggest that aquaculture 
activities as proposed significantly impact on the breeding or  
foraging habitats of the bird species listed as Features of 
Interest in the SPAs. 

Habitat or species fragmentation: There is no habitat or species fragmentation within the Natura 
2000 sites arising from the aquaculture production activities. 
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Reduction in species density: There is no reduction in species density within the Natura 
2000 sites arising from the aquaculture production activities.  

Changes in key indicators of 
conservation value (water quality): 

There are no changes in key indicators of conservation value 
within the Natura 2000 sites arising from the aquaculture 
production activities. 

Climate change: Given the nature and scale of the aquaculture production 
activities the contribution to climate change is considered 
insignificant. 

 

Describe any likely impacts on the 
Natura 2000 site as a whole in term of; 

  

Interference with the key relationships 
that define the structure of the site: 

None of the activities associated with the proposed 
seaweed  production at Site T12/539A in Fintrage Bay, Co. 
Donegal will interfere with the key relationships that define 
the structure of the adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 

Interference with the key relationships 
that define the function of the site 

None of the activities associated with the proposed 
seaweed  production at Site T12/539A in Fintrage Bay, Co. 
Donegal will interfere with the key relationships that define 
the function of the adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 

Provide indicators of significance as a 
result of the identification of effects set 
out above in terms of: 

 

Loss None identified  

 Fragmentation: None identified 

 Disruption: None identified 

 Disturbance: None identified 

Change to key elements of the site 
(e.g. water quality etc..): 

None identified 

  

Describe from the above those 
elements of the project or plan, or 
combination of elements, where the 
above impacts are likely to be 
significant or where the scale or 
magnitude of impacts is not known. 

None identified 
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Finding of no significance effect report: 

Name of project or plan: Aquaculture production of seaweeds at Site T12/539A in 
Fintrage Bay, Co. Donegal  

Name and location of Natura 2000 site 
It would be helpful for a map or plan to 
be provided: 

See Figure 1. 
 
 

Description of the project or plan  Aquaculture production of seaweeds at Site T12/539A in 
Fintrage Bay, Co. Donegal 

  

Is the project or plan directly connected 
with or necessary to the management of 
the site (provide details)? 

No.  

 

Are there other projects or plans that 
together with the project or plan being 
assessed could affect the site (provide 
details)? 

No.  

  

Describe how the project or plan (alone 
or in combination) is likely to affect the 
Natura 2000 site. 

The cultivation of seaweeds at Site T12/539A in Fintrage 
Bay, Co. Donegal is not likely to affect the features of 
adjoining Natura 2000 sites.   

 

Explain why these effects are not 
considered significant. 

There is no spatial overlap of the proposed aquaculture 
activity with Natura sites. In addition, there would be no 
interference with key relationships that define the function 
of the sites. The culture activities will not result in habitat 
loss, there will not be significant disturbance to key species 
and there will be no habitat or species fragmentation. There 
will be no direct discharge of pollutants into the environment 
and water quality will not be affected.  Consequently, it is 
concluded that the culture of shellfish as it is currently 
constituted and proposed, the proposed aquaculture 
activity does not pose significant risk to the conservation 
features of the adjacent sites and as such does not require 
a full appropriate assessment.   
 
On the basis of the above it is considered that there will be 
no significant effects on the qualifying feature / interests’ 
of the Natura 2000 sites. 

Who carried out the assessment? Marine Institute, December 2020 
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Figure 1: Location of Site T12/539A in Fintrage Bay, Co. Donegal and adjacent Natura 2000 sites 
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