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Screening for Appropriate Assessment Determination 
under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011  

(as amended) for the  
emerging Draft Policy Statement on Mineral Exploration and Mining  

 
In order to comply with the requirements of Regulation 42 of the European Communities (Birds 
and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I. No. 477), as amended, this determination has 
been made by the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications relating to the 
potential for the emerging Draft Policy Statement on Mineral Exploration and Mining to have 
effects on the integrity of European sites. Such effects are dependent upon factors including the 
nature of the mineral sector activity and the location, scale, design and management of mineral 
sector works. 

In making the determination that Appropriate Assessment (AA) is required, the information on 
the potential effects on the integrity of European Sites presented in the “Report to Inform 
Screening for Appropriate Assessment” has been taken into account. The screening process 
assessed whether the emerging Draft Policy Statement had the potential to affect the integrity of 
any European site, either alone or in combination with other plans and projects. 

The emerging Policy Statement will contribute towards a framework for land use developments 
and activities with regard to mining and mineral exploration at a national level. Depending on 
factors including the nature of the mineral sector activity and the location, scale, design and 
management of mineral sector works, taking into account Qualifying Interest and Special 
Conservation interest species and habitats and their associated threats/vulnerabilities (including 
those provided for information at Appendix A), in the absence of mitigation, there would be 
potential for the integrity of European sites to be affected by the emerging Policy Statement, 
including in combination with the wider framework, through for example: 

• Loss/reduction of habitat area; 

• Habitat or species fragmentation; 

• Disturbance to key species; 

• Reduction in species density; and/or 

• Changes in key indicators of conservation value (water quality etc.). 

The screening report concluded that Stage 2 AA of the emerging Draft Policy Statement would 
be required, as:  

• The emerging Draft Policy Statement is not directly connected with or necessary to the 
management of a European site; and 

• In the absence of mitigation measures, effects from the emerging Policy Statement, 
including in combination with the wider framework, on the integrity of European sites 
cannot be ruled out. 

The undersigned, having carefully considered the information referred to above agrees with and 
adopts the reasoning and conclusion presented above and in the “Report to Inform Screening 
for Appropriate Assessment”. The undersigned hereby determines pursuant to Regulation 42 of 
S.I. No. 477 of 2011, as amended, and for the purposes of Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive 
that it could not be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that the emerging Draft 
Policy Statement, individually, or in combination with other plans and projects would have likely 
significant effects on a European site and therefore an AA is required.  

 
 
Signatory:  

 _________________________ 

 Eóin Deegan 

Principal Officer 

Date: 15 April 2021 


