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Trader Notice – BCPP 01/2021 

Trader Notice on changes to composite product import requirements 

 

The rules relating to Official Controls and health certification requirements for composite products 

are changing on 21 April 2021. 

 

The requirements for the entry of composite products into the EU are no longer based on the 

percentage of ingredients of animal origin, but rather on the risks to animal and public health posed 

by the composite product. 

 

What is changing? 

A. Changes to Certification 
 

Certain composite products that currently do not need a health cert to be imported to the EU will 

now need one. Other composite products that are exempt from certification will require a new 

document, called a ‘private attestation’. 

Composite products are now categorised based on risk into;  

 Higher risk   1.    Composite products containing meat  

2. Non-shelf stable composite products  

 Lower risk   3.    Shelf stable composite products  

 

Composite products falling into the higher risk categories (categories 1&2) must be accompanied by 

a health certificate. Composite products falling into the lower risk category must be accompanied by 

a private attestation. A new model composite product health cert and a model private attestation 

are available in chapter 50 and Annex V respectively of Commission Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 .  

A transition period applies if the composite product needs a health certificate for import to the EU 

under current EU rules whereby the existing composite product health certificate can continue to be 

used until August 2021. The new health certificate must be used if the composite product doesn’t 

currently require a health certificate to be imported to the EU but will require a health certificate 

from April under the new rules. In that case, the option to use the old health certificate is not 

available.  

The transition period does not apply to products which now require a private attestation where 

there were previously no certification requirements.  

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2235&qid=1617110118075
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B. Changes to Official Controls: 

All composite products, except those in Table 1 below, will require official controls at the Border 

Control Post (BCP) of entry to the EU.  

The importer of consignments of composite products must register with DAFM and on TRACES-NT. 

Guidance available at: gov.ie - Trading in animals and animal products (www.gov.ie) 

The necessary documents and logistical information must be submitted 24 hours in advance via the 

Department’s Imports Portal  and a Common Health Entry Document (CHED-P) must be submitted 

on TRACES-NT.  

Table 1: Composite products exempted from controls at the BCP1 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 A composite product must be shelf-stable and not contain meat to qualify for an exemption from official 

controls at the BCP. These exempted products still require a private attestation which must accompany 
product to the point of placing on the market/warehouse/point of sale. Products containing dairy/egg 
products must meet the requirements of Article 162 of regulation (EU) 2020/692 [See Appendix] 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/72c8d-trading-in-animals-and-animal-products/#register-to-import-and-export
https://publicapps.agriculture.gov.ie/inis-ui/#/trade
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Decision Tree: 

 

The EU Commission have developed a decision tree to guide importers as to the rules applicable to 

their composite product - available here 

 

Further Information: 

Further information is available on the Commission’s website at the following link: Commission 

guidance on Composite Products 

 

Appendix: 

Table 1: Risk-mitigating heat treatment for Dairy Products must be at least equivalent to those 

treatments listed  in Column B [Annex XXVII of Regulation (EU) 2020/692] 

 
 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/ia_ic_composite-prods_decision-tree.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/international_affairs/trade/special-eu-import-conditions-composite-products_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/international_affairs/trade/special-eu-import-conditions-composite-products_en
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Table 2: Risk-mitigating heat treatment for Egg Products must be at least equivalent to those 

treatments in Annex XXVIII to Regulation (EU) 2020/692

 
 


