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Public Consultation 

 

Review of the Current Organisational Structures Underpinning 

Marine Casualty Investigation in Ireland in the context of national, 

EU and international obligations 

 

29 March 2021 

 *The consultation period has been extended until 5pm, 14 May 

2021* 

 

 

Overview  

The Department of Transport (“the Department”) has recently engaged a supplier to conduct 

an independent review of the current organisational structures underpinning marine casualty 

investigation in Ireland. 

The key objective of the review is to: 

• assess the current organisational structures for marine casualty investigation in 

Ireland; and  

• set out in a report to the Minister for Transport any recommendations, including in 

relation to change, to achieve the most appropriate and effective marine casualty 

investigation structures for Ireland, taking into account national, EU and 

international obligations. 

 

 

Public Consultation 

The Department is seeking written submission from interested parties on matters pertinent to 

the review. The submissions received will form an input into the review. The consultation 

period runs from 29 March 2021 to 21 April 14 May 2021.  

 

 

Scope of the Review 

The issues listed below will be considered as part of the review:  

a) Ireland’s marine sector, including: 
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- the composition of the Irish flag and of vessels operating in Irish waters, taking 

into account the overall number and types of vessels on the flag and operating 

in Irish waters and the activities that such vessels engage in (i.e. merchant fleet, 

fishing and potting, and recreational craft), including at sea and on inland 

waterways; 

- the number, size and type of foreign vessels arriving in Irish ports and harbours 

or operating in Irish coastal and inland waters; and 

- the number and the nature of marine casualties that occur each year, including 

the activity and the type of vessels involved in such incidents; 

b) the approach taken to marine casualty investigation in other jurisdictions, 

particularly arrangements at a European level; 

c) the approach taken to casualty investigation in the other transport modes (rail and 

aviation) in Ireland; 

d) the current legislative framework establishing the Marine Casualty Investigation 

Board (MCIB) under the 2000 Act and designating the MCIB as Ireland’s marine 

casualty investigation body under Directive 2009/18/EC1; 

e) the IMO Casualty Investigation Code; 

f) the current organisational and operational structures of the MCIB in respect of the 

Board structure and the arrangements for the investigation of marine casualties; 

and 

g) any stakeholder views received via written submission on matters pertinent to this 

review or as sought by the reviewer during the course of the review. 

 

 

Submissions  

Submissions in relation to this consultation should be emailed on or before 5pm, 21 April 14 

May 2021 to maritimesafetypolicydivision@transport.gov.ie. 

Queries may also be emailed to maritimesafetypolicydivision@transport.gov.ie. 

 

 

Freedom of Information and Data Protection  

Before making a submission, all respondents should be aware of the Department’s data 

protection policy and our responsibilities under Freedom of Information (FOI) and Access to 

 
1 transposed via S.I. No. 276 of 2011 as amended by S.I. No. 444 of 2020 on foot of judgment of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union (CJEU) in Case C-257/19 

mailto:maritimesafetypolicydivision@transport.gov.ie
mailto:maritimesafetypolicydivision@transport.gov.ie
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/276/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2020/si/444/made/en/print
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Information on the Environment (AIE) legislation. Respondents should further note that all 

submissions may be published to www.gov.ie/transport and should clearly indicate in their 

response if any specific information provided is to be considered commercially sensitive. 

 

Full details of the Department’s Data Protection Policy are available here.  

 

Department of Transport  

29 March 2021 

Re-issued 20 April 2021 

http://www.gov.ie/transport
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fdde77-data-protection/

