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Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine  

 

Trader Notice MH 07/2021 

 

To: All operators of DAFM-approved meat establishments 

 

Subject: Revision of the health certificate for the export of poultrymeat 

and poultrymeat products to the United Arab Emirates 
 

 

Background 

 

In February 2021, the UAE authorities suspended the importation of consignments of 

poultrymeat and poultrymeat products from Ireland because of an Avian Influenza (AI) 

outbreak in a poultry flock in December 2020. 

 

A regionalisation solution was agreed with the UAE authorities to facilitate the 

resumption of trade. The agreement provided for an amendment to the import conditions 

in the current export health certificate (EHC) in the form of an accompanying Annex 

containing three additional attestations.  

 

The timeframe for freedom from notifiable diseases in the revised EHC was reduced from 

6 to 3 months. The relevant condition now reads as follows:  

The poultry from which the poultrymeat derives must originate from an area which 

has been free from notifiable diseases for the species, including Newcastle Disease 

and HPAI, for the past 3 months.  

 

Exports must now satisfy additional AI attestations set out in the Annex to the revised 

EHC. In particular, the Annex specifies that no AI outbreaks have been officially reported 

within a 25 km radius of the supply farms, slaughterhouse and packaging facility for 3 

months prior to product export. 

 

The texts of the revised EHC and the Annex are attached in the Appendix. 

 

Update (June 2021)  

 

Ireland’s self-declaration of freedom from AI disease was approved and published by the 

OIE on 27 April. Consequently, the UAE authorities rescinded restrictions imposed on 

imports of poultrymeat and its products originating in Co. Wicklow. 

 

However, the UAE authorities require the continued use of the existing EHC Annex until 

such time as their new model EHC can be agreed bilaterally.  
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Role of food business operator proposing to export to the UAE 

 

Any enterprise wishing to export poultrymeat or poultrymeat products to the UAE must 

advise the responsible Veterinary Inspector in advance and draw up an SOP on how the 

export certification criteria will be met.   

 

 

Export Health Certificate 

 

Copies of the new certificate, printed on secure stationery, will be made available to 

certifying officers on request through the usual channels. 

 

Trader Notice MH 32/2012 is hereby updated accordingly. 

 

 

Appendix  

 

Revised U.A.E. VHC 
for poultrymeat

Annex to U.A.E. VHC 
for poultrymeat

 
 

 

 

Meat Market Access Section 

meatmarketaccess@agreiculture.gov.ie 

 

 Revised version issued: 21June 2021 

 

mailto:meatmarketaccess@agreiculture.gov.ie

