
1 
 

Draft Minutes of the Second Meeting of Antiparasitic Resistance Stakeholder Group 
 

Wednesday 9th September 2020, 14.30-16.30 
 

Webex Video Conference hosted by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
 

 
1. Apologies 
 
Pat Murphy attended in place of William Gibson to represent Acorn Independent Licence Merchants Ltd. 
Paul Smyth attended in place of Aine O Connell (ICMSA). 

 
2. Minutes of last meeting 
 
Minutes of last meeting were agreed, and all previous action points were completed. There was a comment 
from ICMSA that they wished to make submission regarding stakeholder consultation with regard to 
Regulation (EU) 2019/6  and DAFM agreed to accept this submission. 
 
3. Terms of Reference 
 
 The terms of reference were adopted. 
 
4. Antiparasitic resistance in cattle and sheep (Dr. Orla Keane, Teagasc) 
 
Orla Keane (Teagasc) gave a presentation on gastrointestinal nematodes (GINs) in sheep and cattle in 
Ireland with an emphasis on antiparasitic resistance (APR). She commented that APR can be more difficult 
to diagnose in other parasite species, as there is a more standardised APR diagnosis methodology for GIN.  
It was stated that nematodes are always likely to develop resistance due to the selection pressure of a 
treatment, but there is a need to slow this resistance down in order to protect animal health and welfare. 
 
Antiparasitic resistance is a genetically encoded trait and is passed through the worms as they reproduce; it 

therefore remains for a long time even if use of an antiparasitic is discontinued. A Faecal Egg Count 

Reduction Test (FECRT) is the most common test used for diagnosis of APR in GINs. Past studies have 

demonstrated high levels of resistance to antiparasitic treatments on both beef and sheep farms. The risk 

factors which select for resistance in GINs were discussed including factors such as under dosing and poor 

refugia.   

Good practice in terms of preventing or reducing APR in GINs included grazing management, stock 

management and sustainable use of anthelmintics. Reference was made to the “4 Step Resources” that 

Teagasc had produced previously for sheep. When questioned by the Independent Licensed Merchants 

Association  on the finer detail of the two studies quoted, it was confirmed that the study cohorts, (a ) 

young lowland sheep and (b ) calves of dairy origin reared in an intensive farm environment, were both  

likely cases to display anthelmintic resistance due to the intensive farming methods employed. 

  

 

5. Presentation on the Current Research Themes in Relation to APR (Michael Griffin, DAFM) 

 

A short presentation was made on the current research present in the scientific literature in relation to 

APR. The topic of accurate diagnosing of APR  was highlighted in relation to liver fluke in cattle. Introduction 



2 
 

of technology for traditional APR diagnosing methods such as portable FEC technology was presented, and 

the use and limitations of molecular biology laboratory techniques to diagnose APR was discussed. The 

research around new alternative solutions and treatment to APR was presented including: use of genomic 

tools to screen for and discover new lead antiparasitic drug compounds, the use of genetic selection for 

resistance to parasites in breeding programs on farm and the current state of play in relation to the 

development of antiparasitic vaccines. Conclusions were drawn that accurate and earlier diagnosis of APR 

was a common theme in modern APR literature, and that the discovery of new AP drugs is very limited so 

protecting the current antiparasitic drugs is of high importance.  

 

5. Public Consultation on the new EU Veterinary Medicinal Regulations 2019/6 (Peter Collins, DAFM). 

 

Mr. Peter Collins, Assistant Principal, DAFM, gave a presentation to outline the public consultation which 

was carried out in relation to the new measures coming into effect on 28th January 2022 in relation to new 

Veterinary Medicines Regulation (EU) 2019/6. In this regard, 112 submissions were received with some 

stakeholders making a number of individual submissions while others amalgamated their input as one 

submission. DAFM plans to publish most of these submissions on its website for public information 

purposes. DAFM confirmed that it had not received a submission from the Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers 

Association and advised that it can still be submitted as it is still not too late. DAFM confirmed that 

competition law would be clarified during the drafting of the Regulation.  

The letter previously sent by the Chief Veterinary Officer to the EU Commission regarding the current role 

of Licensed Merchants (LM) and pharmacies in dispensing antiparasitics was discussed in light of the 

response received back from the Commission. DAFM legal advice confirmed that only registered veterinary 

practitioners are permitted to write veterinary prescriptions currently. Under Regulation 2019/6, Ireland 

has no national discretion to amend this regime. The IFA requested that DAFM continue to seek a 

derogation for LMs to be permitted to supply antiparasitics from January 2022, without requiring a 

prescription to be issued by a veterinarian. DAFM agreed to consult the Attorney General for further 

clarification regarding the response received from the Commission. Both the IPU and the ILMA 

complimented DAFM on the content of the letter sent to the Commission, and agreed that it accurately 

reflected their position. Concerns were highlighted by the IPU and ICMSA regarding the potential for illegal 

supply of products from Northern Ireland from January 2022. 

6. Antiparasitic Resistance Action plan (Caroline Garvan, DAFM). 
 

Caroline Garvan presented the draft Antiparasitic Resistance Action Plan to the group and requested that 

lead organisations submit timelines and output indicators to DAFM. The current draft contains proposed 

projects under six strategic objective headings. A brief overview of each objective was given, including the 

plan to move them forward. 

Strategic Objective 1 – Improve awareness and knowledge of APR (particularly among vets and farmers) 

Strategic Objective 2 – Enhance surveillance of antiparasitic resistance and antiparasitic use  

Strategic Objective 3 – Reduce the spread of infestation and disease  

Strategic Objective 4 – Optimise the use of antiparasitics in animal health  
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Strategic Objective 5 – Promote research and sustainable investment in new medicines, diagnostic tools, 

vaccines and other interventions  

Strategic Objective 6 – Facilitating an efficient, competitive supply chain through effective regulation and 

innovation. 

 DAFM advised that it is important to highlight, prioritise and timeline the actions that have been identified 
under the 6 Strategic Objectives before the next meeting and that stakeholders can still submit further 
actions to DAFM. The aim would be to have the theme of the next meeting as what progress had been 
made on each project. In particular, there is urgency around the projects in strategic objective 6. 
 
 
7. Stakeholder feedback. 
 
There was a general discussion in relation to the potential for decoupling prescribing and supply of 

veterinary medicines; DAFM commented that the separation of prescribing and dispensing of veterinary 

medicinal products could impact the viability of rural veterinary practices. DAFM also noted the potential 

impact on stakeholders such as LMs and pharmacies from the changed Route of Supply for antiparasitics.   

DAFM will seek submissions from stakeholders for their views. DAFM is conducting a Regulatory Impact 

Analysis (RIA) for Regulation (EU) 2019/6. DAFM stated that the planned RIA will address the same issues as 

an economic impact assessment. The Assessment which evaluates all the impacts, costs and benefits of the 

proposed policies, cannot be finalised until the relevant policy options have been agreed. These include the 

length of validity of a prescription for antiparasitics, the definition of a proper assessment and the 

development of a secure electronic prescribing system. 

Acorn Merchants asked if the Regulation would be referred to the Competition Authority, but DAFM 

expressed the view that since it was a European Regulation that this was not appropriate.  A Hazardous 

Waste Management Scheme will be added to the plan, and this action is already being progressed by the 

Antimicrobial Disposal Subgroup. Independent Licensed Merchants Association will contact DAFM 

regarding projects they will undertake. 

8. A.O.B. 

There was no AOB. 

9. Date of next meeting. 

The next/third meeting will be held in early-November 2020 and DAFM will communicate this date to the 

Group when it has been decided. 
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Actions 

Action 
No. 

Agenda 
Item 
 

Description 

1 2 DAFM to publish Regulation (EU) 2019/6 submissions on its website for public 
information purposes. 
 

2 2 ICSA to send submission to DAFM with regard to public consultation in relation to 
Regulation (EU) 2091/6. 
 

3 5 DAFM to consult with Attorney-General in relation to response from Commission 
regarding the derogation in Article 104(5) of Regulation (EU) 2019/6.  
 

4 6 Lead Organisations to submit plans for completing actions (with priorities, timelines 
and output indicators) for next Group meeting. 
 

5 
 
 

6 Stakeholders to submit any further proposed actions to DAFM. 
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7 

Stakeholders to send views/submissions to DAFM on the potential option of 
decoupling prescribing from dispensing/supply. 

7 
 

7 Independent Licence Merchants to contact DAFM with regard to proposed projects. 
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9 

DAFM will communicate the date of the next/third meeting to the Group when this 
has been decided. 
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Attendees 

Representative Organisation 

John Keogh 
Animal and Plant Health Association 
 

David Graham 
 

Animal Health Ireland 
 

Jonathan Derham Environmental Protection Agency 

Gabriel Beechinor 
Health Products Regulatory Authority 
 

Paul Smyth 
Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association 
 

Ray Doyle 
Irish Co-Operative Organisation Society  
 

Pat Farrell 
Irish Farmers Association  
 

 
Orla Keane 
 

Teagasc 

Annetta Zintl 
UCD 
 

 
Vivienne Duggan 
 

Veterinary Council of Ireland 
 

Conor Geraghty 
Veterinary Ireland 
 

 
Darragh Quinn  
 

Irish Pharmacy Union 

Terence  O Shea 
Independent Licence Merchants 
 

Pat Murphy 
Acorn Independent Licence Merchants Ltd 
 

Hugh Farrell 
Irish Cattle and Sheep Association 
 

Mike Lynch 
Irish Cattle Breeders Federation 
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Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine 

Martin Blake Chief Veterinary Officer 

Paula Barry Walsh Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer 

Caroline Garvan 
 

Superintending Veterinary Inspector 

Julie Bolton Veterinary Inspector 
 

Michael Griffin Veterinary Inspector 
 

Niall McIntyre Higher Executive Officer 
 

Colm Forde  
Principal Officer 

Peter Collins Assistant Principal Officer 
 

Pat Flanagan Veterinary Inspector 
 

Pat Brangan Veterinary Inspector 
 

James O’Shaughnessy 
 

Superintending Research Officer 

 

 


