
 

 

 

Mr. Paul Reid, 

Chief Executive Officer & Chair HSE National Crisis Management Team (NCMT), 

Health Services Executive, 

Dr Steevens’ Hospital, 

Dublin 8, 

D08 W2A8 

 

22nd January 2021  

Via email to: ceo.office@hse.ie  

 

Dear Paul, 

Following yesterday’s meeting of the COVID-19 National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), I wish to bring 

to your attention, as Chair of the HSE NCMT, the following decisions of the NPHET which are now required to be 

actioned by the HSE and Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC): 

• The NPHET recommends that the HSE reinstate the testing of close contacts with a single test at day 5, 

subject necessary operational preparations and in line with currently available capacity. Additionally, the 

NPHET recommends that, as further capacity becomes available, the HSE reinstate testing of close 

contacts at two time points; in this regard the NPHET will review the timing of testing and the duration 

of restriction of movements once capacity increases.  

• The NPHET agreed, in principle, to recommendations pertaining to the potential derogation of healthcare 

workers who are deemed close contacts from restricted movements following COVID-19 vaccination. The 

NPHET requested that the HPSC give consideration to the implications of this for occupational health 

policy ahead of the NPHET meeting of the 28th January, when the issue of HCW derogations will be 

revisited. 

• The NPHET supported the proposed change to the Irish case definition for COVID-19, to incorporate 

Antigen Diagnostic Testing. Further consideration of specific settings and the parameters for the 

appropriate use of Antigen Diagnostic Testing is required prior to implementation.  

• The NPHET adopted the ECDC Rapid Risk Assessment: “Risk related to the spread of new SARS-CoV-2 

variants of concern in the EU/EEA – first update” and recommends the HSE incorporate it into relevant 

guidance and implement as necessary.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and the wider team across the HSE for your ongoing support 

and work across the health and social care services as we move through the COVID-19 National Public Health 

Emergency. Officials from this Department have been and continue to be available to work with relevant HSE 

staff. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

____________________ 

Dr Tony Holohan 

Chief Medical Officer 
cc. Dr Colm Henry, Chief Clinical Officer, HSE 

 Mr Liam Woods, National Director, Acute Hospital Operations, HSE 
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