
COVID-19 Communications and Behavioural Group  

Meeting 11 

 

Date: 29/1/2021  

 

Time: 14:00 

 

Venue: Video Conference  

 

Attendance: Deirdre Watters (DOH), Deirdre Robertson (ESRI), Liam Delaney (UCD), Marie Boran 

(DCU), Karl Purcell (SEAI), Rachel Wright (HSE), Rosaleen Harlin (DOH), Angela McGloinn (UL), Barbara 

Gormley (DCU), Gerard O’Neill (Amárach Research), Pete Lunn (ESRI), Molly Byrne (NUIG), Orla 

Muldoon (UL), Robert Murphy (DOH), Fiona Gilligan (DOH), Aileen McGloin (SafeFood), Aoibheann Ní 

Shuilleabháin (HSE), Sinéad O’Donnell (DOH), Kieran Mohr, (ESRI) 

 

 

Apologies: Gerard O’Neill (Amárach) 

 

Agenda:  

1. Feedback from NPHET on paper on sustaining compliance & next steps 

2. BRU Vaccine Study Results 

3. Perception of different vaccines among general population 

4. AOB 

 

 

Agenda Item 1: 

 

• Chair notes positive reaction from NPHET to paper drafted  

• NPHET agree that there is a need to tell more stories going forward. 

• Suggested to use stories on social platforms as well at NPHET briefings. 

• Containment communications required upon easing of restrictions. 

• People under the age of 40 are worried about ability to cope with self-isolation. 

• Data analysis to begin next week to see if self-isolation is a behavioural influence.  

• People overestimate the likelihood of secondary contamination if the virus enters their 

household. 

• Suggested that healthcare workers could tell the story of how you can self-isolate from 

their experiences.  

• Are people feeling pressure from employers to work in the office? 

• Sanitation on public transport remains an issue, can we urge providers to provide 

sanitation options. 

• ATMs are a sanitation concern. 

 

Agenda Item 2: 



 

• Overview of six research questions asked and structure, see slides.  

• 1600 participants across a wide range of ages, employment and genders.  

• 67% say yes will get vaccine. 4.94% say definitely not.  

• Vast majority say protection from COVID-19 is main motivator. 

• Self-protection seen as top benefit. Normality is second and economic recovery is 

viewed as third top benefit. 

• Fear of long term side effects is top risk amongst groups.  

• Speed of development is second highest risk point for those who said they wouldn’t get 

the vaccine.  

• Vaccine hesitant see protecting others and ending restrictions as best rationale for 

vaccination. 

• Knowledge gap persists across all questions not just misinformation.  

• Those who will definitely take vaccine are most likely to say people in their circles will 

definitely take it also. Results flip for those who said they definitely won’t take it.  

• Hospital posters more effective than GP and more trustworthy. 

• Younger people less likely to think posters effective or trustworthy. 

• Women are particularly mistrusting. 

• No effect on intention.  

• People trust messages about vaccine less than message about other behaviours.  

 

Agenda Item 3: This item will be discussed at next meeting 

 

 

Agenda Item 4: 

 

• Discussion about portal used for people to book for a vaccine. Avoid calamity by 

examining international best practice of similar platforms.  

• Ventilation advice graphic being designed for issue. 

 


