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THE TRIBUNAL RESUMED ON THE 29TH OF JUNE, 2012, AS FOLLOWS:  

OWEN CORRIGAN CONTINUED TO BE EXAMINED BY MR. DILLON 

AS FOLLOWS:  

CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.  

MR. DILLON:  Good morning, Chairman.  Before we begin with 

the resumption of Mr. Corrigan's evidence, there is a 

matter I wish to draw to your attention by way of a 

correction.  In volume 104 of the transcript at pages 79 to 

80, you will see there is a series of questions addressed 

to Mr. Corrigan arising out of the accident in Dunleer, and 

it was associated with Mr. Corrigan's illness of nervous 

exhaustion, and it was put to Mr. Corrigan that he didn't 

mention the accident in Dunleer to his medical advisors, 

with which he agreed, and it seems to me that that is 

absolutely correct for this reason:  the accident occurred 

in 1988; whereas Mr. Corrigan's difficulties with nervous 

exhaustion began in 1989, so the two are unrelated.  It's 

my mistake and I apologise to you, Chairman, and to 

Mr. Corrigan for this error and I am sure you will treat 

those pages of evidence accordingly.  

CHAIRMAN:  Very good.  I will note that.  Thank you very 

much.  

Q. MR. DILLON:  Mr. Corrigan, I'd like, if I may, to begin 1

today with this matter of your illness of nervous 

exhaustion.  Now -- 
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A. If you are talking about my illness at the present time I 

wish to -- 

Q. I am sorry, this is in 1989 to 1992.  2

A. Yes, but I have been in hospital this week and I wish to 

address the Chairman. 

Q. I am terribly sorry, please forgive me.  Could you confirm 3

to the Chairman that you are in a position to deal with 

evidence today? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Right.  4

A. But I just want to outline to the Chairman... 

Q. Please do.  5

A. The up-to-date situation, Mr. Chairman.  I was in the 

hospital on Tuesday for procedures with my doctor, and 

there is a serious deterioration in my health, and I am 

awaiting a report from -- or my solicitor, she is 

contacting, I made contact with her this morning in the 

presence of my solicitor, just to satisfy all parties 

concerned, and there will be a report later on today in 

relation -- outlining the difficulties and the serious 

consequences for my health.  I am a serious diabetic, on 

insulin injections each day, with -- 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  

A. -- with a total of 12 tablets, in addition to the 

injections, and she said that the deterioration in my 

health has all been caused by the stress that I am 

undergoing at the present time.  Now, this is my sixth day 

attending here, Mr. Chairman.  As I explained to you on the 

first day, out of respect to your good self that I was very 
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anxious to come here and tell you the true facts in 

relation to this whole matter, and unfortunately my health, 

there is a serious deterioration in my health because of 

the duration and the length of time which I have been 

obliged to come to your good self to explain the situation.  

So she will outline, then, in the report -- her advice was 

to me that I shouldn't be attending here but I wanted to 

explain the situation.  I am anxious to come to you, albeit 

on a limited basis, so I just want to be fair to you, to 

outline -- 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much, Mr. Corrigan.  Of course, 

you know, we will -- I will pay attention to the report, 

which, as you say, your consultant is giving us today.  

A. My solicitor should have it today. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  

MR. DILLON:  Very well.  That said, Mr. Corrigan, are you 

in a position to continue until 1:00 today?  

A. Oh, yes, yes. 

Q. Yes.  I think you wish to confine it now to two hour 6

sessions, is that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. That is fine, there is no difficulty about that.  You do 7

understand and we are fully appreciative and cognisant of 

your medical condition, but nonetheless you understand 

there are difficult issues we have to deal with? 

A. I appreciate that. 

Q. I am glad that is so.  So, coming back now to your illness 8
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between 1989 and 1992, you were asked on, I think it was 

Day 104, the duration of the illness.  Now it was in 19 -- 

late 1989 that you became ill, and then what we were trying 

to find out was when your illness ceased.  Now, clearly, 

you were still ill, as you say yourself, in 1992 when you 

retired, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Yes.  So, clearly it is fair to say that your illness had 9

reached such a state that in 1992 you realised that there 

was no realistic prospect of returning to work and the 

correct thing to do was to resign, is that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Yes.  Very well.  Now, could you help the Chairman with 10

this:  how did the nervous exhaustion affect you? 

A. Well now -- 

Q. How did it affect you?  Were you able to cope with life?  I 11

mean, let's -- at one end you have people, let's say, who 

suffer from depression who can't even get out of bed?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. That wasn't the case for you, isn't that right? 12

A. No. 

Q. It wasn't as bad as that? 13

A. No. 

Q. Can you just - 14

A. In many ways and it all stemmed back from the treatment 

meted out to me and there is an element of low self-esteem 

involved in it. 

Q. Yes.  But it was -- nonetheless, it was an illness that 15

prevent you from working, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.  Like, if you were engaged for 30 years of your life 
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and been involved at the level that I was in activities and 

then suddenly you are deemed to be surplus to requirements, 

it inevitably leads to all types of nervous dispositions 

entering your whole system.  

Q. Yes.  Now, affecting your whole system? 16

A. Mental system, I should say. 

Q. Sorry, mental system? 17

A. Yeah, yeah. 

Q. Very well.  So you were unable to make decisions, is that 18

the sort of thing? 

A. Yes, amongst others, yes. 

Q. OK.  Now, in fairness to you, I think the -- you submitted 19

certificates to that effect, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Doctors' certificates.  Now, what you have there is the 20

last in a sequence from your -- I think was Dr. O'Reilly 

your GP? 

A. He was, yes. 

Q. Yes.  21

A. And I was also attending a psychiatrist. 

Q. Fair enough.  But the certificates came from the GP, isn't 22

that right? 

A. Yes, but that would be on the advice that he would receive 

from a private psychiatrist.  

Q. OK.  Do you mind telling the Chairman who was that? 23

A. Fred Burien [phonetic]. 

Q. Sorry? 24

A. Fred Burien.

Q. Thank you very much.  Now, it says there that -- well it 25

says that in his opinion, but we understand now that he was 
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advised by the psychiatrist that you were suffering from 

nervous disability and unable to attend work for one month 

and then -- I can't read the rest but it seems there was a 

reasonable probability of the member resuming duty, isn't 

that right?  

A. I don't know.  I wouldn't -- I couldn't comment on what 

somebody else -- 

Q. To be fair to you, the Tribunal seems to have found in the 26

papers, the Garda papers, that extra bit of the sentence is 

"necessary if you are to be paid"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In other words, there is a reasonable prospect of you 27

returning to duty when you get paid for that month? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So clearly, as this was coming to the end of your time in 28

the Force, the nervous exhaustion was affecting you 

considerably, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, could you remind the Chairman what you were doing in 29

December of 1991? 

A. Well, I was trying to keep myself busy by way of repairing 

pieces of property that I owned, gardening and whatnot. 

Q. Mm-hmm. 30

A. I was advised to activate my brain, to keep myself -- it 

was one way of keeping myself from sinking further into a 

mood of depression, you know. 

Q. Yes.  But it was by these activities you managed to keep 31

your yourself going, is that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Is there anything else that you remember that you did in 32
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December 1991? 

A. Not that I can recall specifically.  

Q. This is evidence you gave to the Chairman when you came 33

here way back when -- your first day, 19th of July, and you 

see there you spoke about submitting your resignation in 

December of 1991 and then being contacted by the Assistant 

Commissioner in charge of Crime and Security, do you see 

that there? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And "He asked me to meet him at a hotel in Drogheda, so I 34

went and met him there and, as a matter of fact, he was 

accompanied by his secretary, who was the late Sean Camon" 

-- we will pass over that -- "and he said to me 'You know, 

you are having some hassle with those people down below.  

Don't mind that' he says, 'you come and work for me.'  I 

said I would have to think about it.  He said, 'I will ring 

you in a couple of days.'  I didn't say to anyone I was 

having doubts about it, but, anyway, he came back to me and 

I agreed to meet him.  And at the time there was a man 

called The General causing havoc throughout the country, 

especially in Dublin here."  

Now, we'll skip over the next couple of lines.  If you go 

down to line 27:  "So Mr. Conroy, who was then the 

Assistant Commissioner, said, 'I have one person in mind 

but', he says, 'I have to clear it with him because there 

is a difficulty.'  I don't think he was more specific than 

that, 'I just have to put it to him.'  So it was subsequent 

to that that he rang me, so I said I went up, and he came 

down and he told me the nature of the visit and this was a 

high risk strategy and I was to meet the middleman in 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

8

relation to doing a deal for the retrieval of the Beit 

paintings.  So I gave it another few weeks and he rang me 

then and said 'Okay', so I kitted myself and togged out 

appropriately and got into a car.  I went to a certain 

venue and met the middleman, if you know what I mean.  I 

was under a lot of pressure because I was surrounded by 

men, all armed men who were there to protect me in case 

things turned out for the worst.  So I finished with him, 

it was the only exploratory talks that were to go ..." 

And we'll leave it at that.  

So, Mr. Corrigan, did you not mention to Mr. Conroy that 

you were suffering from nervous exhaustion?  

A. Excuse me, just repeat that. 

Q. Did you not mention to Mr. Conroy that you were suffering 35

from nervous exhaustion? 

A. No, no, but he was well aware, as the whole Garda force 

was, that I was having difficulties with the people in 

Dundalk. 

Q. No, that is not the question, Mr. Corrigan.  The question 36

is:  was he aware that you were suffering from nervous 

exhaustion? 

A. I couldn't answer.

Q. Did you not tell him that? 37

A. I didn't, no. 

Q. He could only know that from you?38

A. Pardon?

Q. He could only know that from you, surely? 39

A. Yes. 

Q. And you didn't tell him that? 40
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A. No. 

Q. Yet you were sending in a certificate to your people in the 41

station saying you were unfit for work? 

A. Well, one way of improving my health would be to engage in 

something positive and that is the one way that you would 

recover from nervous exhaustion if you were doing something 

positive and being appreciated by the people who asked you 

to do it. 

Q. Now, you said you were incapable of working, you said that 42

it affected your powers of making decisions.  Really, what 

you were able to do was gardening and mending or fixing up 

houses? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And here you were being catapulted into an extraordinarily 43

dangerous situation because the general was an 

extraordinarily dangerous man, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. You didn't say to him "I am suffering from nervous 44

exhaustion; here is my medical certificate"? 

A. No, I didn't, no. 

Q. Because you were suffering from nervous exhaustion? 45

A. I was, yeah.

Q. No, you weren't; it was a deception.  46

A. Well, it wasn't -- 

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  That's a very serious allegation for 

Mr. Dillon to put to the witness, and it's an allegation, 

Chairman, that should be based upon evidence.  The Tribunal 

at no stage has sought discovery of Mr. Corrigan's medical 

records.  The documents that have been put up come from the 
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Garda files, but there has never been any suggestion prior 

to today that this man has been involved in a deception.  

Now, leaving aside the relevance of that allegation to the 

issues that the Tribunal is inquiring into, I would have 

thought that the witness should have been provided with 

information in respect of it, and the Tribunal have to have 

evidence to put that to Mr. Corrigan, and if they are 

stating that, if your counsel is stating that, the medical 

witnesses, the doctors, psychiatrists, who gave this 

categorisation and diagnosis of Mr. Corrigan, should be 

called here so as they can stand over their assessment.  

It's a medical issue.  It's not simply a matter of 

suggesting to Mr. Corrigan it was a deception.  

MR. DILLON:  Two matters, Chairman.  First of all, this is 

a matter -- 

CHAIRMAN:  I think it is a legitimate question.  I mean, 

Mr. Dillon is asking did he tell Mr. Conroy, who was 

offering him important work and was anxious that he should 

do it, did he tell him that he was certified as being unfit 

for work.  That is a matter of fact.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Yes, that's a legitimate question.  But 

what isn't a legitimate assertion to put to the witness is 

that he was involved in a deception.  And if you are saying 

that there is a deception, well, then the medical experts 

should be brought here and they should be examined on it, 

because they are the only people who can assess whether or 

not this man was suffering from nervous exhaustion, and if 
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the Tribunal are going to question their medical diagnosis, 

it should do so based on medical evidence.  

CHAIRMAN:  I think it is a legitimate question, and I feel 

that you are perfectly entitled, when your turn comes, to 

cross-examine this witness, to elaborate on that matter.  

And if you feel that the question is asked with any -- 

without a basis of fact for medical evidence, then I think 

that is a matter you would doubtless deal with in your 

submissions at the conclusion of evidence.  

MR. DILLON:  Thank you, Chairman.  

Q. So I come back to the point, Mr. Corrigan, that your 47

nervous exhaustion wasn't the true reason why you weren't 

at work? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. Well, you see -- and this is a document which you supplied 48

to the Tribunal.  It's an extract from an assessment by the 

building society or the financial institution from which 

you borrowed the money to purchase your pub, and you see 

number 3:  "Owen Corrigan is a detective sergeant stationed 

in Dundalk.  He owns property worth about 330,000.  He owes 

32,000.  Some of the property is let and producing a rental 

income" [stated] "with repayments" [stated amount] -- 

that's neither here nor there.  "He was recently approved 

for a loan of 120,000 towards the purchase of commercial 

letting property in Drogheda.  He now wishes to put that on 

hold for the present although he will probably want to go 

ahead in the new year."  

So, while you were -- while you were suffering from nervous 
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exhaustion you were able to negotiate two loans with a 

financial institution? 

A. That's right, yeah. 

Q. A nervous exhaustion, which you explained to the Chairman, 49

prevented you from making decisions, important decisions? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But you are able to make important decisions? 50

A. I obviously did, yes. 

Q. Yes.  So I put it to you again that your claim to be 51

suffering from nervous exhaustion is simply untrue? 

A. Oh, it's not untrue.  How can you make that statement?  

Q. Because -- what I am putting to you is that -- 52

A. How can you make that statement of fact?  I am asking you 

how, can you answer my question?  

Q. Your conduct, and this is what I am putting to you, Mr. 53

Corrigan, because you answer the questions, your conduct 

as, given in evidence by you and by your documents which 

you submitted to the Tribunal, shows that you were well 

able to deal with matters; you were not suffering from 

nervous exhaustion? 

A. You are speculating.  I am well able to answer the 

questions, but you referred to my state of health three 

times on the last day I was here, three different times for 

the attention of the audience in the room.  Three different 

occasions on the last day I was here.  I was fully 

certified for any sickness that I had and there is no 

person in a position, as my counsel said, if you have any 

doubt let's call the people who certified the certificates.  

Q. Isn't it the case that medical advisors can only go on what 54

the patient tells them? 
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A. Well, can you go any further?  

Q. Mr. Corrigan, answer the question, please.  55

A. Yes. 

Q. That's right.  56

A. Yes. 

Q. So if they don't know what you are doing, in other words 57

negotiating loans to buy commercial premises or dealing 

with exceptionally dangerous people, did you tell them 

about that? 

A. No, I didn't, no. 

Q. You see --  58

A. What point are you making?  

Q. That your claim to be suffering from nervous exhaustion is 59

not correct? 

A. Well it is correct.  And I don't think you are in any 

position to contradict it either. 

Q. Well didn't you tell Noel Conroy that you were suffering 60

from nervous exhaustion, incapable of making decisions, as 

you have just told the Chairman? 

A. Because I didn't feel -- he was a man I respected and was 

delighted to be asked to go to work for, considering the 

position I was in.  This is the most -- this is the most 

dangerous job that was asked by anyone in the Force, and 

the person that Mr. Conroy was replying to when he said 

'I'll have to check it out,' it was the Secretary of the 

Department of Justice.  There had been an abortive raid on 

the Dublin Mountains, Mr. Chairman, The General, and it was 

led by a Commissioner, I won't say his name, and The 

General was one step ahead of the posse, and he became 

aware of the circulation of personnel for the handing over 
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of the pictures and cancelled it.  So with the result that 

it was a failure within Garda ranks, and there were no 

shortage of -- or there was a grave shortage of volunteers, 

so the Secretary, acting on the instructions from the 

Minister, there was a collective decision made by Cabinet 

that this man, The General, had to be put down.  The 

pressure was coming from the English Government in relation 

to the Beit paintings and the Commissioner was called down 

by the Minister for Justice to Stephen's Green -- or Noel 

Conroy was called down, he was Commissioner in charge of 

Crime and Security at the time, and he said -- he explained 

that there had been an abortive attempt to reclaim the Beit 

paintings, and he said "Have you anyone in mind?"  the 

secretary asked him had he anyone in mind to undertake this 

operation?  The Government are insisting that no effort 

should be spared to retrieve those valuable paintings.  And 

he asked Mr. Conroy if he had anyone in mind that would 

undertake it.  And his answer was, as Mr. Dillon has said, 

he said "Yeah, I have somebody in mind but there is a 

problem."  And he was aware that I had my resignation or 

retirement in at the time.

CHAIRMAN:  But you didn't tell him that you were ill with 

nervous exhaustion and were unable to work?  

A. No, I didn't, no, no. 

CHAIRMAN:  That, surely, would have been important for him 

to know, whether you were fit to do the job or not?  

A. Perhaps it was, yes. 
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CHAIRMAN:  Well, you didn't tell your psychiatrist that you 

had this other job in mind, because he was already 

certifying you fit for ordinary detective duties, you 

didn't think to ask him were you capable?  

A. No, I didn't, no. 

CHAIRMAN:  Why not?  

A. I didn't consider it at the time because the mental 

situation I was at, the one -- the advice from any 

psychiatrists or any medical personnel is that you must 

engross yourself in day-to-day -- you must take my 

situation, after being involved in horrific activity for 30 

years and suddenly you are strung out of it, it has a 

horrendous effect on your whole self-esteem, and that is 

what caused it.  And the one -- one way of retrieving my 

situation mentally was to get engaged in something of a 

productive nature, which I was used to operating at a high 

level.  

Q. So, the position, then, is that you were able to come out 61

from under the cloud of nervous exhaustion, is that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And you performed the duties that Noel Conroy asked you to 62

perform and then you went back under the cloud of nervous 

exhaustion? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Isn't that right? 63

A. That's right. 

Q. Why didn't you tell Noel Conroy of your circumstances and 64

ask him for help? 

A. Oh, I have no reason to say -- I can't say why I didn't ask 
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him now.  I didn't see it necessary.  

Q. Well he is Assistant Commissioner in charge of Crime and 65

Security; you were a member of the detective force? 

A. Yes.

Q. He was your ultimate boss, isn't that right? 66

A. Yeah. 

Q. You clearly got on well with him? 67

A. Yeah, yeah.  

Q. So wasn't the most normal and natural thing to say, "Look, 68

I am having a terrible time in Dundalk, please do something 

about it"?

A. He knew it, he knew.  That's why he asked me to come to 

Dublin, "to stay in Dundalk in my own home," he said "you 

won't have to leave your house at all, come and work for 

me, work for me directly on a day-to-day basis, you won't 

have to move house."  Those were his exact words. 

Q. Very well.  69

A. That he was accommodating me in every way possible. 

Q. And wouldn't that have solved a lot of your problems? 70

A. Yes. 

Q. So why didn't you take up the offer and carry on working? 71

A. Well, I had to consider my family and all the implications 

there were in the dangerous assignments there.  I was after 

working in very dangerous assignments for the best part of 

20 years and I was -- I was -- I felt that a change of -- I 

was approaching retirement age and I have had enough.  And 

in hindsight, perhaps I should have went to work for a 

decent man like Noel Conroy but I just had enough and I 

reached a low ebb at the time and felt it was better at my 

stage in life, it was better to have a change of scenery, 
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total change, that it might help my general health.  

Q. Do you remember the occasion when you were, I am sure you 72

do remember the occasion when you were kidnapped by the 

IRA? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you tell the Chairman about that, please? 73

A. Pardon?  

Q. Would you tell the Chairman about that, please? 74

A. Did I?  

Q. Could you please tell the Chairman about it? 75

A. Oh, yes, yes.  In December '95, I got a call from a 

Mr. Francis Tiernan, he said he was in Drogheda and he was 

passing by and he wanted to see me for a few minutes, so I 

didn't take -- I had met him before because he had been 

kidnapped sometime earlier and a man who came to me on his 

behalf, there was a question of searching houses, that he 

was supposed to be held out in the Hackballscross area and 

he asked me to arrange to have these houses searched.  So, 

as a result, I had met him a couple of times in Dundalk in 

the meantime, and he had land in County Louth for which he 

was applying for planning permission, with roadside 

frontage, and he asked me did I know anyone within the 

planning authority.  I said I didn't know anyone personally 

but I would leave it -- I would see what I could, but I 

didn't promise or make any -- 

CHAIRMAN:  He said this to you on the telephone when he 

rang you to ask you -- 

A. No, no, this was earlier, this was -- and he came to me 

and -- I am only leading to the build-up of the night in 
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question, and when he rang me and said "I am just passing 

through, could I see you for a minute?"  And he didn't 

specify what he wanted to see me about, so he told me that 

he was passing by and he was up at the Boyne Valley Hotel 

and I went up there, and as soon as I pulled up he gave a 

hoot of the horn and I walked in and just sat inside the 

car, the back seat of the car, and as soon as I sat inside 

the back seat of the car suddenly I found the door being 

opened and I was pulled out of the car by a number of men 

and thrown into back of a van and taken for an hour, an 

hour-and-a-half or something, and where I was questioned 

about various persons who were arrested, members of the 

IRA, what incidents that they were involved in and who -- 

what information, a list of the people that were giving 

information to certain named members of the Detective 

Branch in Dundalk, and they went through -- obviously I was 

blindfolded and beaten all the time, and they went through 

all -- every incident of note that happened for the 

previous years, going back years. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, go back now for a moment to when you 

arrived at the Boyne Valley hotel.  Mr. Tiernan hooted 

the -- 

A. The horn, yeah. 

CHAIRMAN:  -- the horn of his motor car, and you went over 

and you got in?  

A. Mm-hmm. 

CHAIRMAN:  Did he say anything to you when you got in?  
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A. No, I was just literally sitting in the seat when I was 

surrounded.  

CHAIRMAN:  What was his reaction to these -- 

A. He said nothing.  There was no words spoken. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, did he not ask the people why they were 

invading his car?  

A. No, because I felt I was being set up. 

CHAIRMAN:  By whom?  By Mr. Tiernan?  

A. Yeah, absolutely.  

MR. DILLON:  Could you tell the Chairman about Mr. Tiernan, 

please?  

A. Mr. Tiernan was like so many other people on the border, he 

is one of those people I would classify him in the same 

category as Mr. McAnulty, survival is their middle name and 

they will use everyone and anyone for to escape or to 

preserve their day-to-day living.  Like, Mr. McAnulty is 

just a typical example of, I couldn't describe it better 

than what I described it with Mr. McAnulty giving the 

information to the IRA and then adding the rider that, 

well, I don't want -- he didn't pay money, the RUC man said 

he paid no money.  Those people don't accept money, but 

they keep that benefit on hold until the first time they 

are in a given situation at a later stage in their lives, 

which invariably happens throughout their lives. 

Q. Let's go back to Mr. Tiernan.  What do you know about him? 76

A. Well, he is like -- he is like a number of others on the 
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border; he has been involved in different scams over the 

years.  

Q. And he was part of the IRA, is that right? 77

A. Pardon?  

Q. He was a supporter of the IRA? 78

A. Not at all. 

Q. Was he not?  Are you sure about that? 79

A. Certain.  He'd support anyone and everyone that would suit 

him, as everyone on the border would, but no, he is not, no 

way.  They are a nationalist family.  

CHAIRMAN:  But he was prepared to set you up for the IRA?  

A. Oh, yes, absolutely. 

CHAIRMAN:  How is that?  

A. What?

CHAIRMAN:  Why was that?

A. Because obviously he came under some pressure himself.  I 

don't know, he never discussed it, but obviously.  What I 

am saying to you is everybody -- in those people everybody 

is expendable, in their eyes.  

CHAIRMAN:  Did you ever talk to him after the kidnap, why 

he had done it?  

A. No, no, I wouldn't think that would be a very sensible 

conversation because I wouldn't be told the truth anyway, 

you know.  But I am only assuming.  I don't know now, you 

know, but I was -- all I can tell you by way of assistance, 

Mr. Chairman, I was severely beaten and I think his -- any 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

21

beating he got was of a very relative or minor nature.  

MR. DILLON:  Did you have any contact with Mr. Tiernan 

after that episode?  

A. Oh, yes, I met him off and on there.  There is a filling 

station there in Dundalk close to my home and I met him a 

few times, but I would exchange pleasantries but I had no 

contact with him as such. 

Q. Did you ask him how he fared when he was taken away from 80

you and kidnapped? 

A. Yes, I just asked him for the brief details, but I took it 

like I would take anything that he would say after it. 

Q. And what did he say to you? 81

A. He just said that he was beaten up and -- 

Q. You see, this is the point I am getting at.  Why should 82

they beat him up when it seems that the reason they 

kidnapped you was to get information about what was 

happening inside in Dundalk Station? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Tiernan couldn't know anything about that? 83

A. No, absolutely. 

Q. Why not just take him apart and send him on his way and 84

then unfortunately deal with you the way they did, by 

giving you a terrible beating? 

A. Yeah, well I mean these people operating on the border, 

they have their own various ways.  I can only speculate 

that his injuries were relatively minor to what I suffered, 

and I was interrogated at full length about every single 

seizure that was carried out, because there was a general 

perception amongst the IRA that I was still a member of the 
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Force and working for the people in Dublin; that was put 

about at the time.  

Q. Well, now, we know the IRA were very adept at collecting 85

intelligence.  Are you telling the Chairman that their 

intelligence-collecting was so deficient that they actually 

thought that three years after you left the Force you were 

still working there?

A. I am only telling you, Mr. Chairman, what is my belief.  I 

can't tell you any more than that.  I can't speculate.  

Q. Now, I think Garda officers spoke to you after your -- 86

after you were released, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. I think following your release did you spend sometime in 87

hospital? 

A. I did, yes. 

Q. Do you remember how long you spent in hospital? 88

A. I don't know, now. 

Q. A couple of days? 89

A. A couple of days. 

Q. And then you went home? 90

A. Yeah. 

Q. Isn't that right? 91

A. Yes. 

Q. Was it in hospital or at home where the guards spoke to 92

you? 

A. In hospital. 

Q. In hospital.  OK.  I will put the first memo up.  Now, a 93

matter I will come to in a moment so please don't rush your 

fences; you didn't make a statement to the guards, isn't 

that right? 
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A. No. 

Q. We will deal with that in a second.  So what the guards 94

have is a memo of interview.  In fact they interviewed you 

twice and this appears to be the first one.  It's 

as follows:  You reported to them that you got a phone call 

around 8:30 p.m. from Francis Tiernan to meet him at the 

Boyne Valley Hotel.  Then they write:  "Corrigan went to 

Boyne Valley Hotel.  Met Tiernan and another man." 

Now, who is the other man? 

A. I don't know.  Like, he was just sitting in the front of 

the car.  

Q. Now, did Tiernan -- Mr. Tiernan, did he come into the hotel 95

to collect you? 

A. No, no, no, I just parked the vehicle I was driving and was 

walking into the hotel when he blew the horn on the car, 

you know. 

Q. Anyway, you got into the car.  "A car and a van pulled up 96

in front of them in the car park."  

A. Yes. 

Q. You went on to say that you were blindfolded, kicked and 97

punched in the back of the van.

A. Yeah. 

Q. You were driven for about an hour, possibly to south 98

Armagh.  Taken to an old two-storey house lived in by an 

hold old man.  How did you know that? 

A. I don't know now, I can't honestly say how I came to that 

conclusion. 

Q. Did you meet the old man? 99

A. No. 

Q. How did you know that? 100
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A. I don't know now, I can't honestly -- 

Q. You then went on to tell them the house was near a church.  101

You could hear bells ringing and close to the main road you 

could hear traffic passing, is that right?  

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Your hands were tied behind your back and you were taken up 102

a narrow stairs in the house and then Tiernan was taken 

downstairs.  Now, can you throw light -- so clearly they 

kept yourself and Tiernan together? 

A. No. 

Q. Well, that is -- do you see it there on the screen?  "He" 103

-- that is you, Mr. Corrigan -- "was taken up a narrow 

stairs in the house.  Tiernan was taken downstairs."  

A. Yeah. 

Q. So how does that work itself into your account? 104

A. That I was upstairs and he was downstairs. 

Q. That is what I am saying; they took the two of you 105

together, is that right? 

A. No, we were in two different locations. 

Q. That is not what that document says.  Now, I am not trying 106

to -- if you just help the Chairman with what is in that 

document, if you can.  You said Mr. Tiernan was taken to a 

different house? 

A. No, he was taken downstairs and I was taken upstairs in the 

same house.  

Q. All right.  107

A. I don't think it could be clearer. 

Q. So you were in the same house after all, is that right? 108

A. Yes. 

Q. And were you in the same van when you went -- when you were 109
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brought to the house? 

A. Yes. 

Q. OK.  Was Mr. Tiernan kicked and punched, do you know, in 110

the van?

A. No, no, I was the whole focus of attention.

Q. We will come back to your circumstance, your unfortunate 111

circumstances indeed.  You were continually kicked and 

beaten throughout the night and hit on the head with a 

rubber mallet? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were asked who were the touts for the branch in 112

Dundalk? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, I will carry on.  You were asked about Sean Gethins, 113

Terry Hynes, Larry Crowe and Tom Fox.  Now, at this point 

did you not tell them, "Look, I am long since gone from the 

station"? 

A. I did, yeah. 

Q. But you didn't tell your colleagues that you told them 114

that, is that right, because they didn't record it? 

A. I don't know, but I -- I made it clear that I was long 

retired, but they didn't seem to accept that.  

Q. And then you were asked about Tom Oliver's case and other 115

cases in south Armagh over the years.  You were accused of 

setting up Dominic McGlinchey in Drogheda and asked about 

the bomb found in Donaghmoyne on 10 November 1995.  Surely 

at this point you should have said, "Look, that's only 

month ago, I am long since gone from the station, how do 

you expect me to know about that?"  

A. I don't even recall that now just until I see it on the 
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screen, Mr. Dillon, my memory is not -- like, I am not 

saying I did see it or I am not saying I didn't see it.  

Just that I remember being interviewed by the, by the 

Gardaí in the hospital.  

Q. Mm-hmm.  And then you were told that they wanted you to 116

gather information on the branch in Dundalk.  Again, 

surely, you say "That's impossible, I am not working there 

any more?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And they still didn't get the message, as it were, is that 117

right? 

A. Pardon?  

Q. They didn't understand that, they didn't get the message? 118

A. No, no, no, as far as I was concerned, their capture of me 

was a long-standing assignment that they had been looking 

forward to interrogating me. 

Q. Then you asked for a drink and you were given urine to 119

drink, isn't that right? 

A. Well, I think so.  I don't know.

Q. That is what you told them.  120

A. I will accept that, I can't remember. 

Q. Your captures said that they had been harassed by the 121

branch in Dundalk and would take them on, and you estimate 

approximately 20 people took part in your interrogation, is 

that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. The interrogation teams were made up of four men who 122

alternated approximately every two hours, is that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. They were reading from notes when asking about specific 123
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incidents? 

A. That's right, yeah. 

Q. How did you know that? 124

A. Well, you'd know from references or cross-references that 

they were making or -- 

Q. Were you blindfolded? 125

A. Yes. 

Q. How could you know they were reading from notes? 126

A. I was I assuming that they were consulting -- like, they 

were updating -- they'd make a statement and they'd update 

it and I assumed it was reading from notes.  

Q. When they, that's yourself and Mr. Tiernan were released, 127

you were told to wait an hour and a car would come and 

sound its horn, is that right? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Now, tell us about that car.  Whose car was it? 128

A. Mr. Tiernan's brother's car. 

Q. And so one has to assume that Mr. Tiernan's brother was 129

told to come along by the IRA, is that right? 

A. That's right.  Well he is a solicitor. 

Q. Well, no, that is neither here nor there.  One has to 130

assume that he was contacted by the IRA and told to come 

along? 

A. Yes. 

Q. OK.  So, the two of you were there in the house:  yourself 131

and Mr. Tiernan? 

A. No, I was alone in the house and Mr. Tiernan was downstairs 

in another -- I don't know where he was but he wasn't 

upstairs where I was.  

Q. Well, along comes Mr. Tiernan's brother? 132
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A. Yes. 

Q. Presumably he collects you as well, he doesn't leave you 133

there? 

A. No. 

Q. I am right, he collects you as well, is that right? 134

A. He collected me and dropped me home, yeah. 

Q. So you and Mr. Tiernan got into Mr. Tiernan's brother's 135

car? 

A. No, no, he dropped me home.  I didn't see Mr. Tiernan at 

all that night. 

Q. You got into the brother's car, is that right? 136

A. Yes, on my own.  I didn't see Mr. Tiernan at all. 

Q. Right.  We will go on, then.  You then told the guards that 137

"Tiernan's wife received a phone call to come and collect 

them."  How did you know that? 

A. I don't know.  I can't say, now.  

Q. You go on to say "She contacted Thomas Tiernan, brother of 138

Francis Tiernan and they collected Corrigan and Tiernan."  

So it was the two of you were collected together, 300 yards 

south of -- 

A. I can state categorically there was nobody in the car only 

myself and Mr. Tiernan's brother. 

Q. Because then you went on to say to the guards:  "Thomas 139

Tiernan drove Owen Corrigan to his home in Dundalk and then 

took Francis Tiernan home."  

A. Well, he wasn't in the car with me. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, how did you come to tell the guards that 

Thomas Tiernan drove you home and then took Francis Tiernan 

home?   
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A. I can't honestly say, Mr. Chairman.  But I was in the car 

on my own with Thomas Tiernan; that, I can remember 

clearly. 

MR. DILLON:  Now, the note goes on to say "We" -- that's 

your colleagues -- "are calling to Owen Corrigan tomorrow 

to see if he wishes to make a full written statement.  He 

has intimated that he may not wish to make one."  As we 

know, in the end you didn't make one, isn't that right.  

A. That's right, yes.  

Q. They went on to note that you had severe injuries to your 140

head and body and you said you were treated far worse than 

Tiernan.  Francis Tiernan is presently in Daisyhill 

Hospital in Newry, and the note concluded, presumably this 

is information that your colleagues could got from Thomas 

Tiernan who said he will make himself available for 

interview to the Gardaí on request.  

So it seems then there was a second interview, is that 

right, with the guards I mean?  

A. I can't recall.  I can recall the interview in the 

hospital, all right.  

Q. And again, you didn't make a statement but a memo was made 141

of the interview.  This was on the 16th of December, 1995, 

when you said that your "abductors had ArmaLite rifles and 

a handgun.  He thinks the handgun was a .38."  They pointed 

it under your ear and spun the cylinder at your ear.  You 

were blindfolded.  How did you know that they had rifles 

and a handgun? 

A. I don't know.  I -- well, I would have known before I was 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

30

blindfolded, you know.  

Q. So they, as it were, brandished their weapons in the 142

carpark of the hotel, is that right?  Because it was in the 

carpark of the hotel that you were blindfolded? 

A. No, they brandished their weapons as they were putting me 

into the van, as they were transferring me from the car to 

the van.  

Q. And then you told them again that you got a phone call from 143

Tiernan, that is Francis Tiernan, around 8:30 p.m. to meet 

him in Boyne Valley.  You said you wanted to see the match 

but Tiernan told him it wouldn't take long.  Isn't that 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, if we just stop there for a second.  You gave the 144

Chairman far more extensive background to the meeting.  Any 

particular reason why you didn't tell your Garda colleagues 

of that? 

A. No, not really.  

Q. Anyway, having got the phone call at 8:30 p.m. -- paragraph 145

3:  "Corrigan drove immediately to Boyne Valley in his red 

Renault van."  You parked the van at the side of the hotel, 

is that correct? 

A. That's right, yeah. 

Q. "He walked to the front of the door and he went to the bar.  146

He had a pint and went to the toilet."  So, it seems that 

you actually went into the hotel?

A. That's right, yeah, I went into the hotel, yeah. 

Q. As it were, installed yourself at the bar to have a drink? 147

A. Yes. 

Q. So you were in the hotel for a while before Mr. Tiernan 148
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turned up?

A. Yes, yes. 

Q. "He walked out of the hotel through the front door and 149

walked over to Tiernan's car.  He got into the back of the 

car.  Tiernan and another man you did not know were in the 

front of the car.  You were in the car for a matter of 

seconds when a car pulled in front of it and a van 

alongside," is that right? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And you think that they were in the car park waiting for to 150

you come out? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. "A number of men got out, smashed the side window of the 151

car and tried to pull you out of the car."  So they smashed 

the side window of Mr. Tiernan's car, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You resisted but you were eventually forced into the back 152

of a white Ford Transit van? 

A. Yes.

Q. You were blindfolded with a cloth material and your hands 153

and feet were tied with some material, possibly plastic 

ties, is that right? 

A. That's right, yeah. 

Q. Now, you could see a church through the blindfold through 154

the window of the house, is that right? 

A. Pardon?  

Q. You said you could see a church through the blindfold 155

through a window of a house and you heard one chime? 

A. Well, I could hear the chimes now.  I can't recall seeing 

the church, I just could hear a church bell. 
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Q. Well, immediately after this ordeal you told your 156

colleagues that you could see a church through the 

blindfold? 

A. Maybe I did.  I can't recall every detail, Mr. Dillon, I am 

sure you will appreciate that.  

Q. And then you were continually asked about cases that you 157

were involved in, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you were asked if the Provos had been blamed for a 158

spate of robberies in Dundalk about three years previously? 

A. Yes. 

Q. They asked you who you thought were holding you, and you 159

thought it was the -- it was PIRA because it was a 

military -- I beg your pardon, I misread that, you were 

asked whom you thought held you and you said it was PIRA 

because it was a military type operation of a subversive 

organisation, and they beat him several times for referring 

to them as subversives, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So clearly when you were being interviewed you took them on 160

and called them subversives, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And in replying, they gave you further beatings, is that 161

what you are telling -- 

A. That's right. 

Q. They asked you about cash deliveries to the post office.  162

Who drove post office vans?  Again, how could you possibly 

know that? 

A. Know what?  

Q. Who was driving post office vans? 163
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A. Sure I wouldn't know. 

Q. Precisely.  Did you not tell them that? 164

A. I don't know now.

Q. Was it not becoming patently obvious to them that you were 165

going to be of absolutely no assistance to them? 

A. I don't know now.  I am only telling you what they asked 

me.  

Q. Now, you went on to say you had no business dealings with 166

Tier nana and you were not involved in a drinks deal with 

Tiernan, is that right? 

A. That's right. 

Q. That you had met Tiernan several times down the years but 167

had only met him once before at the Boyne Valley Hotel? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And when they were releasing you they put you in the boot 168

of a car.  Well, now, could that be right?  

A. I can't recall exactly how I got to the road now.  Yeah, 

perhaps it is right now.  I can't -- I can't say 

specifically, I can't say specifically now, but I wouldn't 

disagree with you, like some of these items that are not 

clear in my mind but I would think now, I don't know where 

I got from the house to the road where I was picked up and 

taken home. 

Q. Because in the earlier memo it appears to be the case that 169

you were released in the house, but it seems that it may be 

the case that in fact you were put into the boot of a car? 

A. Yeah, I won't -- 

Q. Well now, how was the person to rescue to open the boot?170

A. Pardon?

Q. Was the boot unlocked? 171
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A. I don't know, now.  I can't -- I can't help you there. 

Q. OK.  And then you say that the people who captured you, 172

they drove out from the house you were held in in a 

different way to that than they drove in; it seemed to be a 

very narrow, rough driveway, is that right? 

A. There again, I can't remember those finer details. 

Q. Well, these are the details you remembered at the time.  173

The car got stuck at one point and they had to get out and 

push it.  Is that something you saw? 

A. I don't recall now. 

Q. Yes.  Because if you did see something like that, I mean it 174

seems that you couldn't have been in the boot of the car? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Now, that was your account of why you were kidnapped, isn't 175

that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you tell the Chairman did anybody believe that 176

account? 

A. I can't answer for anybody. 

Q. Did you find anybody to support your account? 177

A. I didn't look for support. 

Q. What about Mr. Tiernan?  He was in the same house.  178

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did you not go to him and ask him to back you up? 179

A. No, I didn't, no.  My attitude -- I wanted to forget about 

the whole incident.  It had a traumatic effect on myself 

and my family and whatnot.

Q. So be it, but nonetheless, that may well be the case, but 180

you still wanted to use your facts, and I'll put it that 

way, and you'll understand why in a moment, your facts to 
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support a claim for Garda compensation, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So you weren't, in fact, going to put this matter behind 181

you? 

A. Well, I felt I was entitled to it, you know. 

Q. No, on the one hand you said to the Chairman that you 182

wanted to put this matter behind you? 

A. Yes.

Q. On the other hand, I put it to you you couldn't be putting 183

this matter behind you because you wanted to pursue a claim 

for Garda compensation? 

A. I answered the last in the context to say did you go to 

Mr. Tiernan?  They are two separate issues.  

Q. All right.  You instructed your solicitor to start the 184

procedure for seeking compensation, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Yes.  And your solicitor, we know, wrote a letter to the 185

Department of Justice asking for a form.  There is a form 

that you fill out, isn't that right? 

A. Yes, yes. 

Q. Is that right? 186

A. I don't know, I am not aware now.  I don't even recall 

signing a form or anything, but -- I was shown here the 

last day, I can't even remember that. 

Q. That is fine, that is OK.  Now, you are aware that -- or if 187

you are not I can tell you -- that this letter from the 

solicitor, your solicitor looking for a form greatly 

energized the guards who began to investigate the 

circumstances of your kidnapping, you know that? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And you do know that they came to a conclusion that does 188

not support your version of events, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It comes back to what I put to you at the very beginning:  189

it is the case that absolutely nobody supports your version 

of events, isn't that right? 

A. Well, I can't comment on that.  I can only speak for 

myself.  You are telling me that.  

Q. Because you see, I have to put to you it's another example 190

of your capacity to deceive? 

A. What did you say?  

Q. I said it's another example of your capacity to engage in 191

deception, to deceive? 

A. I resent that statement.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Mr. Dillon has -- this is the second time 

this morning he has accused this witness of deception, the 

first in respect of the medical records, he has no medical 

evidence to back up his first assertion.  What deception is 

he accusing this witness of?  And I say, also, Chairman, 

it's not fair to put to a witness that "nobody believes 

your account".  There are very many people, I am sure, who 

believed Mr. Corrigan's account; it's just they haven't 

been before the Tribunal.  But if he is putting an 

allegation of deception, he needs to set out the basis upon 

which he says this deception is being engaged in.  

MR. DILLON:  Well, Mr. O'Callaghan has made a very 

important statement there.  He believes there are people 

who may support Mr. Corrigan's version of events.  If that 
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is so, there is an obligation on Mr. Corrigan to provide 

those names to the Tribunal, to cooperate with the 

Tribunal.  No such name has been provided.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  He has never been asked to provide names 

of people who support his account of what occurred to him.  

The Tribunal has never displayed any interest in 

Mr. Corrigan providing names of such individuals.  If the 

Tribunal wants Mr. Corrigan to provide names of individuals 

who believe what he says is true, I am sure he can provide 

that list, but, really, it's dependent on the Tribunal 

asking Mr. Corrigan for that information.  

Q. MR. DILLON:  All right, Mr. Corrigan, let's follow that up.  192

Who should the Tribunal contact to support your version of 

events?  

A. I can't answer that question at the moment now.  

Q. Why not? 193

A. I have given you my answer.  That is all I can say, 

Mr. Dillon.  

Q. Is it because there is, in fact, nobody who can support 194

your version of events? 

A. I don't know.  

Q. Well you must know.  195

A. I am sure there are people, yes.  

Q. Who are they, please? 196

A. I don't know.  As I said, I want to consult before I'd ask 

them to come.  It's not a think you must depend on people, 

you know, people have their own decision to make in 

relation to coming to any type of tribunal or a court.  
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Q. Oh, no -- no, no, Mr. Corrigan, people can be subpoenaed to 197

appear, it's not their choice.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Sorry, I should just bring one matter to 

the attention of Mr. Dillon.  In fact, he is not correct 

when he says that nobody believes the account given by 

Mr. Corrigan, because Mr. Doggett, a Superintendent in 1995 

and who investigated the matter and prepared a report, gave 

evidence on Day 31 to you, Chairman.  And on page 27, 

question 31, I put the following to him:  

"Mr. Doggett, I appear for Mr. Corrigan.  You stated 

in your evidence, sir, that you don't know who beat 

Mr. Corrigan up.  Mr. Corrigan has given evidence 

that he was beaten up by members of the Provisional 

IRA.  Do you have any reason to doubt the evidence  

that he gave?  

Answer:  No, I have no reason to doubt what he said.  

But I have no evidence to say who actually carried 

out the incident or who was involved in it or any 

associations that they may or may not have, I have no 

evidence of that and I cannot say or put it any 

further than that."  

So the furthest that these witnesses are going, Chairman, 

is they don't know, but they don't -- they've no reason to 

doubt what Mr. Corrigan says.  Mr. Dillon is going 

somewhere further:  he is saying that this witness is 

engaging in a deception.  If he is stating that, he has to 

do it based on evidence, and what evidence of other 

witnesses who have come here before the Tribunal is he 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

39

relying on when he suggests to this witness that he engaged 

in a deception?  And it is sometimes forgotten, Chairman, 

perhaps by Mr. Dillon, the one thing that there was no 

doubt about is that this man was severely beaten up by the 

Provos, and the reason Mr. Corrigan is here and he says 

sometimes he has difficulty in speaking and sometimes his 

pronunciation is difficult is because his teeth were 

knocked out by the Provisional IRA, and the witnesses who 

investigated -- 

MR. DILLON:  Sorry, this is new evidence, Chairman.  We 

have not heard this.  He should not give evidence.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Sorry, you will hear it in 

re-examination.  I thought it had been given the last time 

when, on Day 20, Mr. Dillon questioned the witness on these 

very points.  But it's sometimes forgotten he was severely 

beaten up by the IRA, and that should not be forgotten, 

Chairman.  

MR. DILLON:  It's not forgotten, Chairman.  This is no 

doubt but that this abduction and beating took place.  I 

can't be clearer than that, I simply cannot be clearer than 

that.  And the evidence of the witness Doggett simply 

confirms that there was an abduction and there was a 

beating.  I am putting to Mr. Corrigan that his explanation 

as to why he was abducted is supported by nobody.  He says 

now that he will be able to produce people.  I have asked 

him for the names.  He can't remember who they are.  That, 

I think, speaks for itself, Chairman, and I will move on to 
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the next matter, if I may.

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Mr. Dillon has accused the witness of a 

deception.  He is effectively stating that what the witness 

has said about his abduction and being beaten up by the 

IRA, is a deceit.  He can't just put that to the witness 

and leave it at that.  He has to put to the witness the 

basis upon which he says there is evidence supporting that 

deception, and I would ask Mr. Dillon to do that now rather 

than simply to pass on.  

Q. MR. DILLON:  Now, Mr. Corrigan, you see, the point is put 198

by Chief Superintendent McHugh much more elegantly than I 

have, in a memo dated 3rd August, 1996:  

"Re:  alleged abduction at Drogheda, County Louth on 13th 

December 1995.  Injured:  Francis Tiernan and Owen 

Corrigan.  Copy of investigation file on this matter is 

forwarded for your information.  This investigation remains 

inconclusive mainly because of the unwillingness of those 

involved to cooperate with the Garda investigation.  As 

stated at paragraph 2.6 of Superintendent Doggett's report, 

the reason why this incident took place as put forward 

by Mr. Corrigan would be those he wishes to believe rather 

than the actual reasons.  As things stand at present the 

matter cannot be put any further?"  

Now, the next matter:  Do you remember Superintendent 

Finnegan, Michael Finnegan?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, he gave evidence to the Tribunal and his report was 199
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put into evidence? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And his conclusion is:  "The truth as to why Corrigan and 200

Tiernan were abducted at the Boyne Valley Hotel on 13th of 

December 1995 will probably never be established.  This is 

entirely due to the parties involved.  

1.  Corrigan and Tiernan who refused to cooperate with the 

investigation.  

2.  The Provisional IRA who were suspected of having 

carried out the abduction.  

We are therefore forced to rely on intelligence received in 

the matter.  This indicates that both men owed the PIRA 

money and would not give it to them.  It is alleged that it 

concerned a lorry-load of spirits which both men disposed 

of for the Organisation and this theory would be consistent 

with the character and the activities of these men.  There 

is no evidence whatsoever to support the view and it is not 

accepted that the abductions and subsequent beatings of 

both men had anything to do with Owen Corrigan's previous 

service in An Garda Siochana."  

That's pretty clear, isn't it, Mr. Corrigan? 

A. What's clear?  

Q. That the Garda authorities do not accept your explanation? 201

A. That's Mr. Finnegan's opinion.  What grounds has he for 

making that statement?  Not one iota.  Nothing.  

Speculation like we have heard before in so much of this 

Tribunal, not one thing.  Let him come and tell you what -- 

you come and ask him, the same as you are cross-examining 

me, what evidence he has to make that opinion.  That's more 

of what we have listened to throughout the Tribunal.  
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Q. Bear with me a second.  202

A. In addition to that, he said that it was connected with the 

sale of drink for my pub.  An absolutely outrageous 

statement. 

Q. He didn't say it was your pub.  He just simply said the 203

sale of drink.  Why do you say your pub? 

A. Why would he be selling -- he did say it, if I recall now. 

CHAIRMAN:  "It is alleged it concerned a lorry-load of 

spirits which both men disposed of for the 

Organisation ..." that's the IRA?  

A. Sorry, yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  "... and this theory would be consistent with 

the character and activities of these men." 

A. Outrageous.  Outrageous.  Speculation.  That we would 

witness so much throughout this whole -- 

CHAIRMAN:  If you didn't agree with his assessment, why did 

you not cooperate with the guards when they asked for your 

cooperation after the kidnapping?  

A. Mr. Chairman, I am living in Dundalk.  It's very easy for 

somebody living here to make a statement like that, with 

all due respects.  I lived in Dundalk with my poor late 

wife and family and I had enough of that and I didn't 

want -- at least when I was in the Gardaí I had the backing 

of the Gardaí, but I was very vulnerable when I came out in 

this situation, as has been proven in these subsequent 

events that occurred at the time.  To say that -- to 

speculate, Mr. -- for Mr. Finnegan to speculate that a load 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

43

of drink, I think it's absolutely outrageous and he should 

be asked to record here and say what evidence has he for 

making that statement.  Pure speculation.  Like so many 

others who came up here.  

CHAIRMAN:  But you didn't help him by cooperating with your 

account of matters?  

A. Perhaps I didn't, but I mean there is a human element in 

it.  It's very easy for somebody up here talking about him 

and me and why I didn't cooperate.  You see how vulnerable 

I was, an ex-member of the Garda Siochana living alone five 

miles from the border.  Like, when I hear commentators 

making comments on that and -- they are not comparing like 

with like.  Those were all dangerous people that are still 

in circulation and living in the border areas and had been 

very active at this time, as can be seen, when they had an 

up-to-date outline of every incident that happened.  They 

were able to reel off every bit of information in which 

vehicles were intercepted and what people said to who, 

which members of the -- they were investigating, doing 

their own investigations into who was leaking information 

to individual members of the Detective Branch in Dundalk.  

MR. DILLON:  Now, during one of the interviews you said 

that you might not wish to make a statement, do you 

remember that?  

A. I don't, no.  

Q. Well, that is noted in the first memo of interview that 204

went up on the screen.  

A. I can't recall.  I told you I can't recall, Mr. Dillon. 
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Q. That is all right.  But why didn't you tell the guards at 205

that time that you weren't willing to follow it through 

because of your concerns about your personal safety, or 

indeed ask them for some reassurance about your personal 

safety and then you would assist them in making a 

statement? 

A. And what assurance could they give me?  

Q. Well I don't know.  You tell the Chairman.  206

A. You are not comparing like with like.  You get four or five 

or six men arrive to your house some night at 2 o'clock in 

the morning... 

Q. Well, do you think that your former colleagues would have 207

exposed you to that danger if you had made a statement? 

A. What could they do to prevent it?  

Q. I asked you do you think your colleagues would have exposed 208

you to that danger if you made a statement? 

A. I don't understand your statement.  That wouldn't alter the 

thing whether I made a statement or not.  My wife and 

family were uppermost in my mind.

Q. Precisely, which is why you tell the Chairman now you 209

decided not to make a statement, but why didn't you say 

that to the guards, I think one them was Sean Gethins, a 

good friend of yours? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. You didn't tell him that?210

A. I didn't, no. 

Q. Why not? 211

A. I have no explanation for saying whether I did or whether I 

didn't.  I didn't tell them and that was it.  

Q. Right.  Well, now, on the 21st October last, Day 46 -- 212
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MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Sorry, I just raise something that is 

relevant to what Mr. Dillon said.  It was on Day 31 

Mr. Gethins was giving evidence, and he was asked the 

following question at page 88, question 342:  

"Do you know why he [Mr. Corrigan] didn't make a 

statement when you went to see him, what reason did 

he give you for not making a statement?  

Answer:  He didn't want to talk to anybody about what 

happened to him and that the only reason he spoke to 

myself and Jim Sheridan, the only reason they spoke 

is because I was there, that he talked."  

MR. DILLON:  What on earth has that got to do with the 

point?

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  It indicates, contrary to what Mr. Dillon 

suggested a few minutes ago, that the witness did, in fact, 

tell Mr. Gethins why he didn't wish to give evidence in 

respect of this matter, or make a statement.  

MR. DILLON:  Mr. O'Callaghan is now trying to change the 

evidence which the witness has just given.  This is an 

extraordinary situation -- 

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  -- was Mr. Gethins' evidence.  

MR. DILLON:  The next matter is evidence given by retired 

Superintendent Finnegan on 21st October 2011.  Now, we will 

begin at the top:  
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"You accepted that the IRA had a grudge against Owen 

Corrigan?  

Answer:  Certain members of the IRA most certainly 

would have because he was a very active member of the 

Garda Siochana against the IRA and certain members, 

by its very nature, would have had a grudge against 

him.  

Question:  Yet, according to your report certain 

members of the IRA were quite happy to do business 

with him?  

Answer:  Yes.  

Question:  As you said, your report begins with a 

caution that is sparse on facts?  

Answer:  Correct.  

Question:  But it didn't hold you back from forming 

the view that Mr. Corrigan was kidnapped for the 

reasons that we have gone over" [namely, the deal 

with the IRA over spirits] "isn't that right?  

Answer:  Yes.  

Question:  Just in relation to what you are saying in 

standing over the report -- 

Answer:  I stand over the report and I also stand 

over the clarifications as a result of questions that 

I have answered."  

So, Superintendent Finnegan was standing over what he found 

to be, as he understood it, the truth of the situation, 

namely that you were in a commercial deal with the IRA.  

A. Sure, that's his opinion.  What can I say?  

Q. Now, you have had a few minutes to think there.  Can you 213
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now help the Chairman with people who might be in a 

position to assist you by backing you up -- or supporting 

you, I should say, my apologies, supporting you in your 

version of events? 

A. No, I haven't thought about it since.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  I should point out as well, Chairman, 

that Mr. Finnegan did give evidence, and, in fairness to 

the witness, this should be put to him by your counsel.  

MR. DILLON:  No, it will be put by Mr. O'Callaghan.  I wish 

the interruptions would stop -- 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. O'Callaghan, I think that you can't just 

rise every time your client is having an awkward pause when 

he doesn't like to answer the question, that you can fill 

in for him.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Chairman, there is an obligation on your 

counsel to treat Mr. Corrigan fairly, and fairness requires 

that if he is putting matters to him, that the other side 

of the evidence should be put to him.  The only evidence 

that your counsel is putting is negative evidence from the 

point of view -- for instance, Mr. Finnegan; what 

Mr. Dillon doesn't tell Mr. Corrigan is that Mr. Finnegan, 

in his evidence, accepted that his assessment was based on 

"speculation, gossip and soft intelligence".  Now, that is 

a matter that should be put to the witness.  It would be of 

assistance to the witness when he comes to answering the 

question.  And fairness requires, Chairman, that your 
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counsel put to this witness the evidence which is 

supportive of him as well as evidence which appears to be 

not supportive of him.  

MR. DILLON:  I don't understand how that is supportive of 

Mr. Corrigan in circumstances where the witness came down 

very clearly in favour of one version of events, and that 

is not Mr. Corrigan's version of events.  And, now, that is 

the point I am putting to him.  Can he deal with that?  Not 

can he deal with people who -- or matters which support 

him.  They are a given.  He has to deal with matters which 

are prejudicial to him, and that is prejudicial to him, and 

that is what he has to deal with.  

Q. Now, we will leave it at that for the moment in terms of 214

this topic.  We will move on now to the abduction of John 

McAnulty.  Now, since you were last here, Mr. Corrigan, you 

may or may not be a aware but a further C77 has come to 

light written by you, and I don't know whether you have had 

an opportunity to see it yet? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Sorry, is that yes you have seen it or no you haven't seen 215

it? 

A. I am not aware now -- 

Q. That is fine.  We won't deal with that, then.  I will stay 216

away from that because clearly you must have an opportunity 

to look at that.  

A. There were a number of C77s and I saw some of them and I 

don't know which, if it's the same one that you are 

referring to. 

Q. No, there is one, I am pretty certain if I may say so, that 217
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you have not seen, unless you were with the guards looking 

at C77s today? 

A. Yeah -- not today, no. 

Q. I can tell you there is one more.  But we will deal with 218

that.  It's very difficult to read, the photocopy is very 

poor but up in Garda Headquarters they have done their best 

to retype it and they will be shown to you and a précis 

will be prepared for public consumption and we will deal 

with that on another day.  Will that be all right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, coming back to the abduction of John McAnulty.  219

Dealing, first of all, with your input into the 

investigation, we know that you put together a number of 

C77s; I don't want to deal with the content of those, I 

simply want to deal with where did those C77s go? 

A. Well a copy would have went to the Chief Superintendent in 

Drogheda and -- 

Q. Drogheda or Dundalk? 220

A. I don't -- what year was that?  

Q. It was 1989.  221

A. Oh, yeah, they would have went, a copy, to the Chief 

Superintendent in Dundalk, I would imagine.  Now I can't 

recall.  

Q. And then where do other copies go? 222

A. To the Commissioner. 

Q. The Commissioner, OK.  So, the Chief Superintendent in 223

Dundalk was John Nolan, is that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. So, if he had received your C77s, and I am not disputing 224

the fact that you wrote C77s so don't take that point, if 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

50

he had seen your C77s, he would have known what input or 

what you were doing in connection with the abduction of 

John McAnulty, isn't that right? 

A. Yeah, I presume so. 

Q. You see, and this is something I have to ask you to deal 225

with.  This was evidence given by John Nolan on Day 30, I 

think.  It's question 303:  

"In conclusion, Mr. Nolan, would you agree with me 

that all of the allegations that you have aired 

against Detective Corrigan were based on rumour and 

hearsay?"

And he said, and it's the end of the answer that is the 

important bit:  

"No, I wouldn't agree with you on that.  There is 

ample evidence in relation to his misuse of official 

transport, the altering of documents.  Indeed, there 

were other instances where he wasn't charged with any 

breach of discipline which I think he -- where should 

have been.  For instance, the two occasions when he 

was on duty for a full eight-hour period without 

attending two very -- a serious outrageous,  an 

abduction and murder in one instance of John McAnulty 

who was taken from a pub and taken across the border 

and murdered and he was the only Detective Sergeant 

on duty in Dundalk that night who never went to the 

scene of the crime or ever gave an explanation why he 

didn't attend there."  

Now, that seems to suggest that Mr. Nolan, John Nolan, 

wasn't aware of your C77s, isn't that a fair point?  
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A. It would appear so, yes. 

Q. Yes.  Now, let's deal with the occasion in question.  226

MR. DURACK:  Just that question you mentioned about 

Mr. Nolan not being aware.  I think, and I only recollect 

this, that there is a letter from Mr. Nolan to Mr. Connolly 

referring to this information.  I will find it if I can.  

MR. DILLON:  Well, we will deal with that.  Again, 

Chairman, if the Tribunal could simply conclude its 

examination, these are all matters that can be raised, 

abundantly clear they can be raised.  

MR. DURACK:  I am concerned that a misstated fact should be 

included in the record and not corrected immediately. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, if you can find the fact that contradicts 

that, I would be very grateful.  Thank you.

MR. DILLON:  Or even explains it, would be helpful.  

Q. Now, on the night in question you turned up for duty, and 227

-- sorry, Mr. Corrigan, I am moving on from that now.  

A. Yes. 

Q. On the night in question you turned up for duty at 228

10 o'clock? 

A. I can't recall that, no. 

Q. You were on duty from 10:00 until 6:00? 229

A. You tell me that.  I couldn't -- 

Q. Now, it seems that Mr. McAnulty was kidnapped around about 230

12:15, you know that, don't you? 
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A. Yeah. 

Q. And it was reported to Dromad Station around about 12:25, 231

if I am not mistaken? 

A. I don't know.  I am not -- I am not privy, like.  I find 

myself at a disadvantage not having my C77s and I would 

feel happier in a situation that I can consult the C77s.  

Q. Sorry, I am conscious of the fact that there is one C77 232

that you have not seen, and I am staying away from that.  

A. Yes. 

Q. I am dealing with what you did before -- 233

A. Yes.

Q. -- Mr. McAnulty was kidnapped? 234

A. Yes. 

Q. What were you doing before that? 235

A. Oh, I was making contact with various people in relation to 

this McAnulty thing in general.  It was a long drawn out 

thing.  It wasn't the McAnulty -- it didn't happen on that 

night now.  That was the culmination of several incidents 

in relation to Mr. McAnulty's appearance.  There is several 

items of a rather delicate nature in relation to 

Mr. McAnulty's dealings, his domestic situation and 

whatnot, and the situations of the source that placed -- 

that alerted the IRA of his location on the night in 

question. 

Q. Well, now, can we just go through what you told the 236

Chairman.  I think on the first day you told the Chairman 

that you were, on that day, talking to very, very dangerous 

men.  Do you remember that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then the next time the matter was raised, you told the 237



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

53

Chairman that you were trying to save a man's life that 

night, isn't that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Any reason why you didn't tell the Chairman the first time 238

that what you were doing was trying to save a man's life?  

Shouldn't that be uppermost in your mind? 

A. Well -- well, you can't definitively say what you do or you 

don't do in any given circumstance, you know.  You don't 

always do the right thing, Mr. Dillon. 

Q. And then you said on the 20th of June last, and I think 239

this ties in with what you have just said to the Chairman, 

you were asked:  

"When did you become first aware that Mr. McAnulty 

kidnapped, how soon after the event? 

Answer:  I can't recall, I can't recall exactly now, 

sometime within the 24 hours."  

A. Yeah, the whole thing is hazy to me now at this stage. 

Q. You were quite clear, don't worry about it.  So within 24 240

hours, and you said:  

"Yeah.  I had been following, pursuing the 

thing from the outset of -- the threat was ongoing 

for some time against him, you know, and I was 

expecting developments and feared the worst.  Because 

that was my -- that was the tone of the message I had 

received, that he was going to be executed, you 

know."  

A. Yeah. 

Q. That is -- so, there is several things there.  Well, there 241

is one in particular I'd like you to help the Chairman 

with, please, and he would be grateful for assistance.  
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When you said "this threat was ongoing for some time 

against him," what do you mean by that? 

A. Well, as I said to the Chairman there, there were several 

ancillary features or connecting features, like it was in 

relation to his business dealings, which were ongoing, he 

had enlisted the Provisional IRA to come to his rescue, as 

a result he was under pressure from a leading 

manufacturer/wholesaler in the midlands for a consignment 

of grain which hadn't been paid for and he enlisted the 

members of the Provisional IRA to put pressure on them to 

desist from proceeding against him.  That was -- as I said, 

there was more to this.  And then there is the domestic 

angle, which I don't wish to -- prefer not to go into, I 

can write it down for you.  In fairness to the people 

concerned, there was a domestic situation and there is the 

question of who alerted the IRA as to his location in the 

Sportsman's on the night in question.  

Q. Well, we will come to that in a second, but what the 242

Chairman would be grateful, though, is, you say "the threat 

was ongoing for some time," that was the threat to what, to 

kill him, to kidnap him? 

A. Well to kidnap him.  I mean, there was always a possibility 

of, depending on the people involved, a question of 

execution was always foremost on your mind. 

Q. Why was no step taken to warn him? 243

A. Oh, I can't say, now.  

Q. Surely if you know that somebody is in danger of being 244

murdered, you take steps to make sure that person is 

warned, isn't that right? 

A. Perhaps, yes.  
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Q. And you didn't do that, did you? 245

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. Why? 246

A. I don't know. 

Q. We know that Mr. McAnulty was the man who reported you as 247

being an informant for the IRA, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Had that anything to do with it? 248

A. Pardon?  

Q. Had that anything to do with it? 249

A. No, I don't know.  I can't speak for Mr. McAnulty.

Q. No, no, I am asking you to speak for yourself.  250

A. What exactly was the text of his message:  he said, if I 

can recall correctly, that I was keeping the boys above 

informed.  I assume that is in Northern Ireland, I assume.  

God knows, I had enough to do in the south of Ireland 

without keeping the boys informed of what was happening in 

the North.  He was speaking in that context to the RUC. 

Q. And, as I say, it seems to be a fact that he reported you 251

as being, as I say, being an informant, whether that is 

correct or not is another matter altogether, it's a matter 

for the Chairman, as being an informant for the IRA, isn't 

that right? 

A. That would appear, but it was low, low -- it was such a low 

grade of intelligence that his immediate boss, who gave 

evidence here, Mr. Chairman, considered it tittle-tattle 

and gossip, and we have heard so much about this SB50 since 

the start of this Tribunal about these individuals, and in 

fact you were faced with the situation, seeing it and if 

nobody was here to prove it, Mr. Chairman, you were making 
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a decision as to what you could do with it in the event of 

the non-attendance of the people who wrote it, and of 

course they were coming first and then they weren't coming, 

they were coming again, so it was obvious there was 

pressure put on them to come, and sure when they came and 

it was disclosed, it can -- it can only be described as 

low, low, low intelligence.  Like, it's -- and that's why 

their immediate boss didn't consider it relevant to put it 

up the line, and hence the amazement that it never 

surfaced.  And I have heard so much about it since the 

Tribunal, and we all have heard so much about this SB50, we 

thought there was something explosive contained therein.  

So when it reached the light of day, we seen that it was 

what you would hear, low, low intelligence.  Like, it's 

something like you'd hear in a pub; second or thirdhand 

gossip.  

Q. I think it's fair to say that you rely on your description 252

of this evidence as being low level intelligence or gossip, 

on the evidence given by a man called Witness X, who was 

the immediate superior of the two handlers, isn't that 

right?  

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Could I ask you and could you assist the Chairman in this; 253

apply your policeman's mind to this:  This witness gave 

that evidence, undoubtedly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. First of all, did he tell you the contents of that 254

document? 

A. Pardon?

Q. Did he ever tell you the contents of that document? 255



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

57

A. No. 

Q. We know from the two handlers that he didn't go back to 256

them? 

A. No. 

Q. And say "look, this is rubbish..." 257

A. Yeah. 

Q. "You can't spread this sort of -- I know this man, this is 258

very damaging, very dangerous."  Isn't that right, he 

didn't do that?  We know that from the two handlers.  

A. You do know the full facts that he was visiting me in 

Dundalk -- can I finish?  

Q. No, I am putting a point to you.  And finally -- well, not 259

finally, the next thing is he made no comment on that 

document saying that it was tittle-tattle, not to be 

believed, and it is clear from the document, indeed clear 

from his evidence.  And, Mr. Mills, if you go to the bottom 

of the page there, you see the stamp there "RUC 

Headquarters"; he fed it into the system? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, apply your policeman's mind to this.  On the one hand, 260

somebody says "Well, that's gossip"; on the other hand, his 

conduct doesn't appear to support that.  What does that say 

to you, as a former policeman? 

A. I don't understand the context of your question. 

Q. You describe the content of the SB50 as tittle-tattle? 261

A. Yes. 

Q. Right.  You rely on Witness X who said that? 262

A. Yes. 

Q. Isn't that right?  I have asked you to apply your 263

policeman's mind to the following circumstances, which are 
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before the Chairman, and the Chairman would be grateful for 

your guidance.  You have a witness who says something is 

tittle-tattle, but number one, he doesn't go to the 

handlers to tell them this is dangerous, you are wrong.  

Number two, he doesn't write on the document that it's 

tittle-tattle, and furthermore, he doesn't till, he doesn't 

warn you, and he sends it up the line, he feeds it into the 

system.  So what does that tell you about that witness? 

A. Well there is several ways of looking at that.  He had a 

very close working relationship with me to the mutual 

advantage of both of us, let's say.  He came to meet me in 

Dundalk, and he was upstairs in the Detective Branch, and I 

came up through the now famous entrance area where these 

two unfortunate men were obliged to ring the bell to seek 

an appointment with Mr. Nolan, and when I was coming 

through that, that was the main thoroughfare to go up the 

stairs, I saw two leading members of the Provisional IRA 

downstairs, and when he had done, I alerted him, I told him 

"you are not moving anywhere" and I delegated two men to go 

down and observe them, stay with them, carry out 

surveillance until they went to wherever they were going, 

to their destination, Mr. Chairman, and then I arranged for 

two more men to take this man out and escort him the full 

way to the border, and, in fairness to the man, he has 

given that in evidence and he said that I saved his life, 

and that's exactly.  Now, you can look upon it, was it in 

view of that close relationship that I had with him that 

he made a calculated decision he didn't send this up the 

line as such and he regarded it as being tittle-tattle.  

Q. He did, he sent it up the line? 264
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A. Yes, but he didn't regard it as -- he didn't attach any 

significance to it.  He would have to send it up the line 

but he didn't attach any significance to it. 

Q. Well, he didn't add that comment:  "Please don't attach any 265

significance to it" isn't that right? 

A. Yes, but he formed an opinion, in fact he was -- he formed 

an opinion that in the level of intelligence that he would 

be receiving from me, it would supercede anything that was 

the contents of that document. 

Q. Mr. Corrigan, look, what's written on that page is highly, 266

highly damaging to you.  It says, effectively, that you are 

an informant for the IRA.  What could be a more damaging 

statement to make about a member of a police force? 

A. But sure, how many people said that?  Sure, that's why we 

are here.  Haven't we a British Army spy coming along and 

saying that I was an informant for the IRA, that wrote a 

lengthy report to Mr. -- Judge Cory outlining all his 

activities, sent in by the British Army?  Sure, it's the 

easiest thing in the world to say that I was an informer 

for the IRA. 

Q. I agree with you, but now it's been put into an official 267

document and it's been put into the system, isn't that 

right?  Not only that, I don't know if you can read it, I 

think it's "Ensure that Corrigan has been recorded on a 

white slip."  Now do you know what a white slip is? 

A. No, I don't, no. 

Q. A white slip is this:  when the RUC received a first bit of 268

information about an individual, it's recorded on what is 

called a white slip? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. If a second bit of information is received, then the matter 269

is transferred to a file? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, it's not only gone into the system but this information 270

about you is about to be processed -- 

A. That's right. 

Q. -- as official information? 271

A. That's right. 

Q. It's very damaging, isn't it? 272

A. Yeah, yeah.  You are aware, Mr. Dillon, how many men have 

given evidence here of Commissioner rank to the Chairman.  

Did any one member of the Gardaí ever speak like that in 

relation to myself?  Members of the RUC were meeting the 

Gardaí, first of all on a monthly basis, for the 13 years I 

was there, and at Commissioner level every three months, 

and despite what you heard from other individuals, my name 

was never, ever mentioned in that context.  And if you 

recall what Mr. Cottrell said, that how well I got on with 

the RUC, if you care to look -- if you care to look back, 

Mr. Dillon, we had Commissioner -- I think it was eight 

Commissioners here, and you asked every one of them.  Did 

one of them mention that my name was ever mentioned?  I was 

never the subject of a file in my service, never was the 

subject of a complaint in relation to myself, my behaviour, 

the Garda Siochana and the -- and the only -- it was the 

kangaroo court of those four individuals coming here in 

1988.  There wasn't a scintilla of truth in anything but 

that was constructed by people those people for purely 

vindictive -- a purely vindictive destruction of my 

character.  Never in my service was I -- was I the subject 
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of a file, not once.  Never.  Nobody ever complained, a 

member of the public.  I ran Dundalk, we had the Donegal 

situation in relation to prisoners, we had moved prisoners 

all over than all the border put together, and not one, 

believe you and me, the IRA wouldn't be slow in making a 

complaint if there was the slightest excuse for doing so, 

and not one complaint was ever received in relation to the 

ill-treatment of prisoners, because when we were augmented 

with extra staff, I called each and every one there and 

told them to account, or to the standards that were 

expected in Dundalk.  And, as I said, though, the RUC and 

the Gardaí were meeting every month, and my name was never, 

ever the subject of a complaint, never mentioned.  

Q. Now, would you mind coming back to the question?  Do you 273

remember the question? 

A. No. 

Q. Right.  You were asked to apply your policeman's mind -- 274

now do you remember the question? 

A. No. 

Q. -- to the circumstances where, on the one hand, a witness 275

says that what he has received is tittle-tattle, very 

dangerous tittle-tattle, doesn't warn you, doesn't warn the 

handlers who provided the information, "this is all wrong," 

and, in fact, feeds it into the system, goes up to 

Headquarters, and indeed the beginning of the process of 

opening a file starts with the white slip.  So how can -- 

apply your policeman's mind to that.  How is the Chairman 

to reconcile those two:  the actions, on the one hand, and 

the evidence given by the -- 

A. I can't reconcile the thinking behind that man.  He decided 
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that it wasn't of any significance, that he knew me, and 

added, which you didn't add in your statement, he added 

that he was quite glad or quite willing and happy to work 

with me.  I think he may have -- you may have omitted that, 

Mr. Dillon.  

MR. DILLON:  No, no, I'll throw it in, no difficulty.

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  I must intervene when my witness is being 

treated unfairly, and I think he is being treated unfairly.  

CHAIRMAN:  Well, would you say why he is?  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Yes, I'll tell you why now:  Implicit in 

Mr. Dillon's questioning is an acceptance that once an SB50 

is filled out, that it can simply be torn up or forgotten 

about.  We have seen on the SB50 is that the process is, if 

there is no file, you prepare a while slip.  Has Mr. Dillon 

received information from the former RUC that once an SB50 

is prepared, that it is possible literally to say, "I don't 

believe that and I am putting it in the bin"?  If he has 

not received that information, he should not put this 

question to this witness.

CHAIRMAN:  His question is, that Witness X, through whose 

hands the SB50 passed, that he did not put any note on it 

dissenting from the opinions expressed in it or giving any 

warning about it.  He fed it into the system, it went 

upstairs to Police Headquarters in Belfast, and it didn't 

go with any warning note attached to it.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 29 June 2012 - Day 107

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

63

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  And implicit in that, Chairman, is an 

assertion that it is possible not to feed an SB50 into the 

system, and I think that is a matter that should be 

clarified.  

MR. DILLON:  No, I think I made it quite clear that the 

superior officer didn't write any comment.  I didn't 

suggest for one moment, because I know it is not the case, 

that an SB50 can be ripped up, but I understand that -- 

sorry, just bear with me a second -- we can't do it today, 

I am sorry, a witness needs to be called, but a witness 

will be called who will deal with this set of 

circumstances, and I believe will confirm the position that 

I have put to Mr. Corrigan; namely, that it is possible if 

the -- if the evidence is not believed or is considered not 

believable, that that will be written on the document 

itself, or it can be dealt with in a different way, but 

tearing it up does not arise, and I have never even 

suggested that the document be torn up.  That's something 

that -- I don't know where it's come from.  It certainly 

hasn't been suggested by -- 

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Well, the reason it has arisen is because 

of a suggestion that it could not be -- there was an 

alternative, that you didn't have to feed it into the 

system.  If another witness is being called, Chairman, this 

should have all been put to Witness X.  Why wasn't 

Witness X asked, "Well, why did you feed it into the 

system?  Why didn't you just tear it up?  Why didn't you 
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write on it 'tittle-tattle'?"  It was never put to 

Witness X. 

MR. DILLON:  Now, Chairman, we have to be very careful 

here.  I have asked Mr. Corrigan to apply his policeman's 

mind to a set of facts which appear to be established in 

evidence.  Now, it's a matter for you whether you accept 

the facts or not; I am not suggesting for one moment that 

you are bound by what I have got to say.  But merely to 

apply his policeman's mind to a witness who says one thing 

but whose conduct does not appear to match what he said, 

what do you make of such a witness?  Now, I have only asked 

him to apply a policeman's mind, that is all, and he has 

that expertise, he can assist you with that; he is a former 

policeman.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  I know you are getting annoyed with me, 

Chairman, for standing up, but I can assure you, there are 

reasons, other than trying to convince you, as to why I 

stand up to make objections.  I want them recorded on the 

record if this matter ever needs to go anywhere further.  

But the suggestion made by Mr. Dillon that the purpose of 

this questioning is to undermine Witness X; Witness X 

should have been asked all of these questions.  Witness X 

is the person who told you he thought this was gossip, he 

thought it was tittle-tattle.  That is direct evidence for 

you, and he seems to be -- Mr. Dillon seems to be trying to 

undermine him now because of the fact that he allowed it to 

go into the system and because he didn't write 

"tittle-tattle" on it.  You have had the direct evidence 
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from him.  If Mr. Dillon wants to try and undermine that 

evidence, he needs to call the man back and put those 

matters to him that he is seeking to put to Mr. Corrigan.  

MR. DILLON:  No, I am not seeking to -- I am taking a set 

of facts and putting it to the witness and asking him for 

his professional -- deriving from his former profession, 

for his professional opinion, that is all.  This sort of 

conspiracy idea simply does not arise.  I am simply asking 

for a straightforward opinion from a professional 

policeman, what do you make of such evidence?  That is all.  

And if he is not in a position to assist you, well, then, 

that is the end of the matter.  

Now, Mr. Corrigan. 

A. The situation is, Witness X has already made his views 

known, and I wouldn't wish to comment on his judgment of 

the prevailing circumstances at the time, Mr. Chairman.  It 

wouldn't be my place.  He made the decision.  He was the 

direct superior to those men, and he read it, made a 

decision, and came up here and outlined to you the 

circumstances and explained to you that he was quite 

willing to work with me and didn't accept it, described it 

as tittle-tattle, and I wouldn't dare to form an opinion on 

matters in relation to the RUC witness who has already 

given -- who has given evidence to this Tribunal.  

Q. All right.  Let's come back, now, to the night when John 276

McAnulty was kidnapped.  You turned up for duty at 10 p.m..  

The kidnapping occurred at 12:15, was reported at 12:25.  

Clearly, you couldn't have been doing anything about the 

kidnapping itself until you learned of it yourself, isn't 
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that right? 

A. Well, I was working on it because I -- I didn't say about 

the kidnapping, but there was matters pertaining to the 

kidnapping; there was ongoing investigation in relation to 

McAnulty's movements and his relationship, as I told the 

Chairman there, and the pressure that he had been under 

from the Provisional IRA. 

Q. Well, now, let's just -- it comes back to the question, why 277

wasn't he warned? 

A. I don't know.  I can't say that, Mr. Dillon. 

Q. And I am sorry to come back to the point, but you didn't 278

warn him, isn't that right? 

A. I didn't, no. 

Q. And you had this information? 279

A. I had, yes. 

Q. Which might have saved his life? 280

A. Pardon?  

Q. It might have saved his life if he had been warned? 281

A. It might have, yes. 

Q. Yes.  So you were doing this work.  Did you have a 282

premonition that he was going to be kidnapped? 

A. Well, it was always a possibility. 

Q. You see, again it comes back to, if there was always a 283

possibility that he was going to be kidnapped, why didn't 

you tell him or tell the RUC to tell him, because he lived 

in Northern Ireland? 

A. I didn't tell him.  I am sorry, I can't put it any further, 

Mr. Dillon. 

Q. And I put it to you, was the fact that he reported you to 284

be an informant for the IRA, had that anything to do with 
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your decision not to warn him? 

A. No.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  An extremely unfair question, and let me 

tell you why, Chairman, and this is absolutely crucial:  

What your counsel is trying to suggest is that the reason 

he didn't warn him was because of the content of the SB50, 

but, of course, what your counsel won't tell this witness 

is the fact that, of course, this witness was not aware of 

that SB50 at the time it occurred.  This witness, as is 

publically known, only became aware of this SB50 recently.  

Your counsel is trying to link the murder of Mr. McAnulty 

with the SB50, and he should put to Mr. Corrigan:  When did 

you become aware for the first time of this SB50?  And it's 

grossly unfair.  

MR. DILLON:  No, it's not, Chairman, because the duty of a 

tribunal is to dig around and try and find and unearth as 

much information as possible, and the fact that a document 

says A, B, C or a witness says X, Y, Z, is not a reason, of 

itself, to accept either statement.  The Tribunal has to 

carry on digging and digging and digging, and that is 

precisely what is happening here.  It is the duty of the 

Tribunal to conduct an investigation in this manner.  

Q. Now, Mr. Corrigan, you told the Chairman on the last 285

occasion that you couldn't recall how it came about that 

you learned of the kidnapping, is that right?  

A. No, no. 

Q. Have you been able to recall in the meantime? 286

A. No. 
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Q. Well, clearly it was either a Garda source or it was 287

somebody in the street, so to speak, isn't that right? 

A. Well, it would be contacts.  

Q. That is what I mean, yes, it would be either a civilian or 288

a Garda source, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Yes.  And when you got this information, do you remember 289

what you did? 

A. I can't recall, no. 

Q. This might help.  Now, this, we had the last time.  You may 290

remember it, Mr. Corrigan, if you can see it there.  It's a 

précis of a C77 that you sent in -- it says "undated," and 

I can tell you that we now know the date is the 17th of 

July, 1989.  The reason we know that is because that date 

is mentioned in your second C77, which you haven't seen 

yet, so this is actually a document dated the 17th of July, 

1979, which is ungraded, and it's already been put in 

evidence before the Chairman.  But would you have a look at 

that and see if -- whether it will prompt your recollection 

of what you were doing on the night.  Now, does that help 

your recollection of what you were doing? 

A. Not really, no. 

Q. Well, firstly, you learned that the abduction was by the 291

south Armagh unit of PIRA, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And do you remember how you came by that information? 292

A. No.  Just the usual...  

Q. And -- sorry, yes.293

A. The usual day-to-day out amongst a certain element. 

Q. Mm-hmm. 294
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A. You know.  

Q. And you learned that there was a belief that he was going 295

to be executed, is that right? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. By that, you mean murdered, isn't that right? 296

A. Well, the possibility was always there. 

Q. And then you go on to deal with the litigation, but that is 297

something that you'd known before the 17th of July, isn't 

that right? 

A. Yeah, I have already explained to the Chairman. 

Q. I am just trying to put it in context.  298

A. I outlined the contents of that to the Chairman already. 

Q. You were aware before he was kidnapped of that particular 299

difficulty with the company? 

A. Yes, oh, yes, it was an ongoing situation. 

Q. Yes, exactly.  And that the outcome of that particular 300

issue was that PIRA was to receive a financial payment? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then you mentioned about Mr. McAnulty's arrest in 301

Northern Ireland.  Again, that is something that happened 

before the 17th of July; I think it happened in May of 

1989, that happened in May 1989? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And what you write is absolutely correct:  He was released 302

from custody without charge, and then, apparently, this led 

PIRA to believe that he may have given information to the 

authorities, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, is this something you picked up or is this your own 303

assessment of the situation? 
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A. My own assessment.  It's the procedure -- like, as I 

explained to the Chairman already, these people like to be 

in the position of offering the RUC something by way of - 

they don't accept cash, they are totally different to the 

members of the IRA that were running up every week 

collecting money off the RUC.  These individuals stocked 

their credibility for future reference because they know 

it's only a matter of time 'til they will be calling on the 

RUC, or any police force, to extricate them from any future 

difficulty that they find themselves in.  That is the way 

the border people operate.  And he was liable to say 

anything if he thought it would ingratiate himself and 

further his release from custody. 

Q. Right.  Now, we are coming up to 1 o'clock, and I want to 304

finish on this.  You went on to say that a named person had 

telephoned PIRA and provided information that assisted in 

the abduction."  I think we know what you are referring to 

there; it's the particular angle which can be left out for 

the moment.  

A. Yes. 

Q. And then the document -- 305

A. It all worked into the -- into the overall situation with 

this person. 

Q. We understand that.  306

A. Yes. 

Q. And then your report went on to name the PIRA commander and 307

the unit responsible for the abduction? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that this unit was also responsible for the threat 308

against the company, I think, in Kildare, is that right? 
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A. That's right. 

Q. And also for the murders of RUC Officers Breen and 309

Buchanan? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And that you were -- you said you were carrying on -- 310

monitoring the situation and you may have further 

information regarding the identity of the culprits and the 

location of the house where Mr. McAnulty was held.  

A. Yes. 

MR. DILLON:  Chairman, it's a little after ten to one.  In 

fairness, the next document Mr. Corrigan has not seen, but 

I think this might be a moment to pause at this stage, but 

before you do that, there is one matter I should deal with 

and it arises in the context of the second C77 and whether 

John Nolan had seen it, and I have here a copy, and I am 

grateful to Mr. McGuinness for it, a copy of a letter dated 

the 28th of July, 1989, addressed to Detective Connolly, 

Dundalk, from John Nolan, and it's "re Intelligence Report 

John McAnulty," and attached to it is the second C77, which 

Mr. Corrigan has not yet seen, and what it says is 

"Attached copy" -- that is the C77 -- "is forwarded for 

your information.  A lot of what is contained in it is of a 

general nature.  Could the member concerned be more 

specific regarding the identity of persons north and south 

who may be at risk."  We will take that up with 

Mr. Corrigan when he comes back.  He will need to see the 

second document before he deals with that.  

CHAIRMAN:  Well, that, of course, could be done.  You could 
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see that document immediately now, when I rise.  What is 

the position?  You don't -- you are not in a position to 

continue this afternoon?  

A. No.  

CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  

A. And my situation, I am in the hands of my -- the doctor who 

will be contacting my solicitor in relation to next week, 

Mr. Chairman.  I am very anxious to have this matter dealt 

with as soon as possible.  

CHAIRMAN:  So what day do you suggest?  

A. I don't know.  You see, it's out of my hands now, so -- 

MR. DILLON:  Well, has anything been received yet?  

A. She stated that she will be in contact with my solicitor 

sometime later on today.  

MR. DILLON:  Because it would be helpful -- is there any 

information, because we might be able to tell the parties 

now when this will resume?  

CHAIRMAN:  We want to be able to tell people when the 

hearing will resume, if we can.  

MR. DILLON:  If possible, if possible.  Now, this is a 

medical report.  May I -- 

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  I haven't had a chance to read it myself.  
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MR. DILLON:  It is a medical report and I don't want to 

open it unless -- 

CHAIRMAN:  Would it help if I were to rise for just a few 

minutes to enable you to consult with Mr. O'Callaghan?  

MR. DILLON:  Yes.

CHAIRMAN:  And I will sit again when you are ready.  

MR. O'CALLAGHAN:  Yes.  

THE TRIBUNAL ADJOURNED BRIEFLY AND THEN RESUMED AS FOLLOWS: 

MR. DILLON:  Thank you, Chairman.  I am grateful to 

Mr. O'Callaghan for taking instructions.  I think we can 

now fix Tuesday at 11 o'clock for the resumption of 

evidence of Mr. Corrigan.  

CHAIRMAN:  Tuesday at 11 o'clock.  Thank you very much.  

THE TRIBUNAL ADJOURNED TO TUESDAY, THE 3RD OF JULY, 2012, 

AT 11 A.M.. 
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