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THE TRIBUNAL RESUMED ON THE 28TH FEBRUARY, 2012, AS

FOLLOWS:

MRS. LAVERTY:  Morning, Chairman.  The first witness today 

is Witness 68, who is giving evidence by video-link.  

CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  
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WITNESS 68, HAVING BEEN SWORN, WAS EXAMINED BY MRS. LAVERTY

AS FOLLOWS: 

MRS. LAVERTY:  Good morning to you, sir.  

A. Good morning, Mary.  If I could just say one thing to the 

Tribunal, if you don't mind.  Mr. Chairman, I apologise for 

the fact that I am here and not with you.  I would love to 

have been there but I am not well enough just to be there.  

CHAIRMAN:  Well, Witness 68, thank you very much.  We very 

much appreciate your giving evidence, and I am glad that 

you are able to do so by video-link from Belfast, but we 

are very grateful to you for your help to the Tribunal.  

Thank you very much.  

A. Thank you very much, sir.  

Q. MRS. LAVERTY:  Now, if I could take you very quickly, 1

Witness 68, through your career with the Royal Ulster 

Constabulary, and I think from your statement that you were 

a member between 1967 and 2001, and you retired holding the 

rank of Deputy Assistant Chief Constable, is that correct?  

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. And you worked throughout Northern Ireland, including 2

regions bordering the Irish Republic.  Between 1967 and 

1969 you worked as a uniformed constable in Strabane; and 

between 1968 and 1981 you worked Tyrone, Fermanagh, Armagh 

and south Down holding the rank of Detective Inspector and 

later Detective Chief Inspector.  Between 1989 and 1997 you 

worked in Londonderry, Tyrone and Fermanagh while holding 

the rank of Detective Chief Superintendent.  And you say 
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that you have investigated many serious crimes committed by 

Republican terrorists, particularly with PIRA?  

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. And I think that you worked extensively with members of the 3

Garda Siochana on a number of major investigations, is that 

so? 

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman.  I actually worked with 

three Commissioners during my time there:  Mr. Culligan, 

PJ; Mr. Pat Byrne and laterally Mr. Noel Conroy, and they 

each gave me jobs to do with, jointly with An Garda. 

Q. And how did you find -- how did you find your colleagues in 4

your dealings with members of the Irish Garda Siochana? 

A. I found them to be exemplary, professional and very good 

detectives, and it was a great privilege to work with the 

people that I worked with during that time. 

Q. Now, did you ever have any concerns about security in 5

relation to your dealings with the Garda? 

A. I did, Mr. Chairman.  A number of the people with whom I 

worked down the years instructed me that I was to deal with 

them; that I was not to go generally to the An Garda 

Siochana, but to deal through them because there were 

problems of leakages, and they asked me that I would 

observe that in my future dealings with An Garda Siochana. 

Q. And I trust, sir, that the same concerns you would have had 6

with your own organisation, the possibility of leaks? 

A. Sorry, you were slightly blurred there. 

Q. I think that this would be -- that there would be a 7

reasonable concern on the part of both police forces 

concerning possible leaks to subversives? 

A. That would be correct, Mary.  My own people gave me 
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specific advice on dealing with An Garda Siochana and who I 

should deal with and who I shouldn't deal with. 

Q. And did the RUC have similar concerns about possible weak 8

links in their organisation? 

A. Very much so, Mr. Chairman, very much so. 

Q. Now, I think that in August, 1979, when you were a 9

Detective Inspector attached to Headquarters Crime Squad, 

you were called to participate in the investigation into 

two major explosions beside Narrow Water Castle in 

Warrenpoint, is that so? 

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman.  

Q. And were you appointed chief investigator? 10

A. I was the senior investigating officer appointed by my 

boss, Detective Chief Superintendent William Mooney, whom 

appointed me as chief investigating officer. 

Q. Is Mr. Mooney still with us? 11

A. No, Mr. Mooney died about ten years ago, roughly.

Q. You do understand that for any serving officers or retired 12

officers, we have a list of cyphers, so we don't normally 

refer to them by their name except in the event that they 

have -- they are deceased.  

A. I accept that, Mary, yes. 

Q. So, Mr. Mooney appointed you senior investigating officer, 13

and then I understand that other members of the squad 

joined your team? 

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. And what did you learn at your preliminary investigation of 14

the site of the explosions? 

A. I learned that liaison officers were appointed by, and in 

conjunction with Detective Chief Superintendent Mooney, 
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namely a Chief Superintendent from Newry and a Sergeant 

from Newry as well, who would be my liaison with the Garda, 

and that I would not liaise with Garda directly but I would 

do any liaison through them. 

Q. So it was on a formal level that you were liaising with the 15

Gardaí? 

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman.  

Q. Now, I think that there is one of your people in Newry, 16

Witness No. 8, had close links locally with the Garda, and 

I think he was of assistance in expediting inquiries at 

ground level, is that correct? 

A. That is correct.  Through the Chief Superintendent who was 

in Newry at that particular time. 

Q. Now, I think that you prepared two reports arising out of 17

the incident at Narrow Water, you prepared two reports:  

One a year before the other? 

A. That is right.  One was what was known in the Royal Ulster 

Constabulary as a preliminary report, as a briefing to the 

Prime Minister through the Chief Constable of the Royal 

Ulster Constabulary. 

Q. And I think some of these reports have been opened already, 18

but I think the effect of the first report, which was dated 

the 9th October 1979 -- I presume you have a copy of your 

report there, sir? 

A. I have indeed, Mr. Chairman, yes. 

Q. And I think you relate to the facts of the incidents in the 19

first page, and you state that:  "At approximately 

4:40 p.m. a convoy of British Army troops belonging to the 

Second Parachute Regiment were travelling from Ballykinler 

army barracks to relieve troops at the UDR centre on the 
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Belfast Road in Newry, and it consisted of a lead Land 

Rover vehicle followed by two 4 tonner lorries and had a 

total of 28 men carried by the convoy."  

And you describe then how:  "The convoy entered the dual 

carriageway, which is the main Newry road, and was 

travelling towards Newry, and at about 2 miles from 

Warrenpoint at a place known as Narrow Water the vehicles 

were passing a 26-foot twin axle tandem York trailer loaded 

with bails of straw which was parked in the lay-by at 

Narrow Water, and as the third vehicle in the convoy, a

4 tonne lorry passed the trailer, the trailer exploded in a 

ball of fire, completely devastating the army lorry, and as 

a direct result of this explosion eight soldiers of the 

Second Battalion Parachute Regiment were killed.  Now, 

immediately the other vehicle summoned assistance from the 

Newry camp and Bessbrook Mill, and as a result, a 

helicopter with Lieutenant Colonel Blair of the Queen's Own 

Highlanders and his aide-de-camp left Bessbrook Mill for 

the scene, and the UDR centre in Belfast Road also 

dispatched two Land Rovers of men of the Second Parachute 

Regiment and another Land Rover of paratroopers from the 

RUC station at Newry to the scene.  Now, these 

reinforcements made their way to the scene utilising the 

opposite carriageway.  There was an exchange of gunfire 

between soldiers on the Narrow Water side and alleged 

gunmen on the southern side of the border, this is at 

approximately five past five, and as the reinforcements 

took cover there was a second massive explosion, which 

obliterated the granite stone gate lodge and a section of 
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the wall on the perimeter of Narrow Water Castle estate, 

and in this explosion ten soldiers died, eight from the 

Second Battalion Parachute Regiment and two soldiers from 

the Queen's Own Highlanders."  

Now, I think you go on then to describe the trailer, you 

describe the fact that a civilian, an English tourist was 

shot on the southern side and his cousin was slightly 

wounded, the man who was shot was a Mr. William Hudson, who 

had an address in London where his father was employed as a 

coachman, and I think curiosity brought them to the scene; 

they had absolutely nothing to do, or no involvement with 

terrorist activity.  

You then describe, at paragraph 9, the action taken, and 

you say that a full investigation was initiated with the 

help of specialist and technical backup.  And you propose 

then to set out the salient lines of inquiry by paragraph, 

with a separate paragraph on the part played by the 

Northern Ireland forensic laboratory, and you state that:  

"Due to the involvement of the Republic in the inquiry, I 

would also propose to mention specifically the part played 

by the Garda and their Technical Bureau in the 

investigation."  

At paragraph 10, you go in in some detail to your 

investigations into the trailer used in the explosion, 

which seem to be an important lead.  

You carried out, if I could just précis this a little bit, 
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sir, you carried out a complete restaging of the incident, 

which took place on Friday the 31st August, 1979, and you 

interviewed about 1,000 people all over the UK.  Two lines 

of inquiry in relation to vehicles were carried out, and 

you also perused many motor vehicle tax records in 

Coleraine.  Other vehicles mentioned by witnesses were also 

fully checked out, and you state, at paragraph 15, that the 

"scene of the incident was preserved for a full week."  And 

of course, the team from the forensic lab worked fully on a 

daily basis under the expert guidance of the bomb expert.  

Now, you then describe the explosives and the creamery cans 

used to store the bomb material.  You find that there was a 

belief that there were two separate distinct detonations, 

that's at paragraph 6.  And you go on to say that the straw 

in the trailer was forensically examined.  

And at paragraph 17 you say:  "Due to the fact that William 

Hudson had been shot dead on the Republican side of the 

border and his death was attributed to the British Army 

gunfire, a close liaison was conducted between ourselves 

and the Garda.  The officer on the southern side was 

Superintendent Keeney.  It's a fair assessment of that 

liaison that the Garda showed a degree of reticence in 

cooperating with us at official level anyway.  Moreover, at 

local level with established contacts in Newry RUC station, 

there appeared to be a more congenial relationship and at 

least a little more assistance was forthcoming."

And I take it this was because of your contact through 
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Witness No. 8, who was stationed in Newry?  

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman.  

Q. And you say that:  "With the assistance of the Garda and 20

their Technical Bureau, an area of dense undergrowth and 

fern was located on the southern side of the border.  This 

area had been trampled down and a cigarette butt was found 

there.  This was indicative of the flattened area having 

been used as a lookout for the persons who detonated the 

bomb.  Topographically this scene would have been ideal for 

the detonation of the bomb on the York trailer.  It was a 

slightly elevated site directly overlooking the main 

Newry/Warrenpoint road."  

And then you say at paragraph 19:  "The most salient 

features to be derived from the investigation originated on 

the Republic side where two Crossmaglen youths, called 

Brennan and Burns, were detained by the Garda.  For details 

see the back of this report.  

"These two men are living now in Dundalk.  They were 

stopped on a motorcycle on a hill outside Omeath and 

travelling away from the possible detonation point of the 

explosions.  Both youths were duly interviewed by the Garda 

but vehemently denied any part in the murders.  However, 

the Garda took possession of their clothing and hand 

swabbed them.  The youth Burns's car was also located in 

the Republic and again samples were taken from the floor of 

it.  A forensic report which was derived from the 

examination of these items and which was obtained by Newry 

CID via the unofficial channel previously mentioned, have 
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proved positive, insofar as the sample taken from Brennan 

and Burns as follows:" 

I take it at this stage that you had unofficially been 

given access to forensic details from the Garda, is that 

so?  

A. That would be correct, Mr. Chairman.  The reports relating 

to the exhibits actually were verbal reports which had to 

be written down, there was no written report available to 

us at all.  The Garda rang and reported what was happening 

sort of within the forensic laboratory, because we were 

putting a lot of pressure on them at that particular time.  

Q. So, this information was obtained through communication 21

with the Gardaí on a personal level? 

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. And I think what you had ascertained at this point was that 22

the clothing of both men had shown positive in respect of 

firearms residue.  The hand swabs of both men had also 

proved positive for firearms residue, and the clothing of 

both men on examination showed positive traces of the 

explosive substance ammonia nitrate as being present.  The 

car mat removed from Burns's car had also proved positive 

in respect of ammonia nitrate traces, and a number of other 

minor comparisons were made in respect of a cigarette butt 

located at the place thought to be the detonation point on 

the Republic side, and also soil and fern samples.  

"Forensic examination of the butt revealed that the saliva 

could be blood grouped and was similar to both Brennan and 

Burns.  Moreover, this blood group shows 40% of the Irish 
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population are similar.  The fern samples are also similar, 

but again this is a common variety growing wild all over 

the country.  The cigarette butt was of the type smoked by 

Burns and of 7% of the population as a whole.  It could 

thus be said that these in isolation are of little value 

but taken with other available evidence correlate highly 

evidently."  

Now, I take it from your experience at that stage that this 

-- this trace evidence that was found on the suspects was 

interesting and was -- looked as though it would be 

beneficial to a prosecution?  

A. Very much so.  It was -- individual parts of it really in 

isolation were not important, but each one was part of a 

jigsaw puzzle which, when put together and correlated as 

stated, that it was of high value evidence. 

Q. But at that point in time, were you satisfied that there 23

was sufficient there?  Was it just -- did it look positive 

or was there sufficient to actually mount a prosecution, in 

your view? 

A. Well, no.  Taken in conjunction with the motorcycle; taken 

in conjunction with the trailer, which we were making 

excellent progress on, these things together and treating 

them with both Brennan and Burns, I would have said that we 

would have had a case which, if put to our own Director of 

Public Prosecutions, would probably have warranted a 

charge, yes. 

Q. So it was looking good from your point of view, at this 24

stage? 

A. Well, I was optimistic at that particular time, yes. 
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Q. And I think that you state further on, you refer to the 25

motorbike and say:  "That a final link discovered by the 

Garda in their investigation is that two elderly residents 

of the area in close proximity to the detonation point had 

observed the motorcycle parked near it."  And you then 

state that the:  "Witnesses had made a statement and 

declined to sign it.  Therefore, their evidence may be of 

little value to the inquiry."  

Now, in your summary and collusion, you state that it must 

be -- refer to the fact that you felt that the murders were 

eclipsed by the Mountbatten affair perpetrated on the same 

date.  And just to recall, I think five hours earlier than 

the Warrenpoint explosion, Lord Mountbatten's boat had been 

blown up with ensuing loss of lives, and the Gardaí were 

also investigating that.  And you say that -- you felt that 

you needed to gain maximum publicity through a further 

nationwide appeal, via press and television, and you state 

that this would be started off in the next seven days.  You 

refer to continuing investigations in relation to the 

trailer.  And you feel -- you stated at paragraph 25:  "I 

feel this report would be incomplete without some comment 

on the link with the Garda's inquiry.  In effect, we can 

connect the motorcycle with Burns, who purchased it through 

the innocent party of" - Mr. X - "The Garda can connect the 

motorcycle and the two suspects with what is thought to be 

the alleged detonation point on the southern side.  

However, from this end, we are not in a position 

evidentially to say that Brennan and Burns played any part 

in the detonation of any bombs on the northern side.  The 
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evidence we have is, to say the least, tenuous, and one has 

to be speculative and, indeed, imaginative to connect these 

men.  This problem is, to say the least, accentuated by the 

fact that the Garda stopped the two men on a motorcycle 

simultaneously with the second bomb going on.  We can thus 

assume that they assisted in the detonation of the second 

bomb.  The only major step we can take to be conclusive in 

our case is if we could interview Brennan and Burns in the 

North and obtain from them statements of admission."  

And then you state that:  "Observations have been set up in 

proximity to their homes just in case they return North in 

the intervening period."  And you were optimistic at the 

end, you said:  "There is a very good chance that something 

constructive can be made of this inquiry and accordingly, 

every effort is being made to achieve successful results."  

And I think that this was your report a month after the, a 

little over a month after the explosions took place.  So 

you were optimistic at that point?  

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman.  What I would like to 

clarify is that relative to the two ladies who made the 

statement but refused to sign, I have to say that I would 

have sympathised with them greatly in that respect, 

allowing for the fact that they were living in a very 

desolate part of the country and therefore, if they had 

even dared to make a statement that was signed, they 

probably would have ended up with a serious, serious 

problem, so I would have endorsed that.  
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Secondly, they did agree to speak to me and I spoke to them 

and they related their story, and I accepted that the story 

was in fact very important and that it gave us another part 

of that particular jigsaw which we were trying to piece 

together.  

Q. I see.  Now, on the ground prior to the preparation of this 26

report, what steps did you -- what communication did you 

have with the Gardaí on the ground as regards collecting or 

assisting the Gardaí to collect forensic evidence, if any?  

A. Well, we -- I have to say we became a bit of a nuisance to 

the guards, in respect that we were at them every day.  We 

were at them at all times to try and update the 

investigation.  Sometimes it was very difficult to get them 

to cooperate with us, but we kept with them and we asked 

them for different things to be done, some of which were 

done, some which were not done.  And, as I say, we needed 

as much from them as we could possibly get in order to 

present a case to our Director of Public Prosecutions for 

an application of extradition.  That was never made 

available to us, really. 

Q. I think Brennan and Burns lived in Crossmaglen at that 27

stage and had travelled south into the Republic on the day 

of the explosions, is that correct? 

A. Yes, that would be correct.  Having said that, Brennan and 

Burns, as far as we were aware and we had stated earlier, 

we had covert operations going at their homes and in their 

-- places where they frequented, like their club and their 

pub and so forth and so on, in order to see if we could 

locate them, in which case in the North we would have had 

no problem arresting them at all. 
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Q. And you felt that if you had the opportunity of arresting 28

them and interviewing them, that you would have been able 

to prosecute them in tandem with the rest of the forensic 

evidence that had been obtained? 

A. Well, Mr. Chairman, I would actually take that further and 

say that we would like to have had access to the statements 

that they made, the interview notes which were taken, the 

forensic report in writing which confirmed to our Director 

that this was going to be a good case.  The jewel in the 

crown would have been if we had been permitted to have 

access to the suspects themselves either through a Garda 

team of investigators or, that we would have been allowed 

to be present during the interviews or at least on the same 

premises when they were being interviewed. 

Q. I see.  And did you get access to the, to examine 29

forensically the site where Brennan and Burns had been 

allegedly resting? 

A. Mr. Chairman, we eventually got there, I think it was on 

the -- we eventually got to the site through what was known 

as the border liaison Superintendent who rang us and said 

that he was prepared to allow us to go to the scene, and as 

a consequence of that invitation, I appointed people to 

liaise directly with him and a meeting was arranged with 

witness number, I think I have his number here, Witness No. 

72, and my Detective Sergeant and a Detective Constable set 

up a meeting across with Mr. McCabe, at which I am informed 

Mr. Corrigan was present, along with at least two other 

Garda, possibly Keeney and a Chief Superintendent called 

Mr. Flaherty. 

Q. And were you present at that?  Did you attend that meeting 30
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or was this done by your subordinates? 

A. Yes, that was the case, yes. 

Q. And do you know -- did they report back to you if they got 31

access to the site? 

A. Yes, they did indeed.  And I can now tell you that the date 

of this meeting was the 28th August. 

Q. I think that was -- the incident was on Monday the 27th and 32

the 28th then would have been Tuesday? 

A. Sorry?  Yes, the incident was the 27th and we were allowed 

eventually there on the 28th. 

Q. And there is a reference to photographs being taken by the 33

RUC.  Do you know if your photographers took photographs in 

conjunction with the Garda photographers? 

A. What actually happened was as a consequence of that meeting 

and the goodwill that had been generated there with

Mr. McCabe and Chief Superintendent Flaherty, we were given 

access to what I would describe as the slipway on the side 

of the Irish Republic where Mr. Hudson was shot.  I went 

there with them, I viewed that and I can say that the body 

was still in situ there at that particular time.  We 

brought with us photographers and mappers, and we mapped 

fully the scene and we mapped -- and we took the 

photographs that were necessary.  We also kept it to aid 

the Garda as to the position of army people who had been 

opening fire across the border directly. 

Q. And I think Witness 69 was commissioned with checking all 34

of the weapons on the Warrenpoint side to see if any of 

those had been fired or had been fired at Mr. Hudson, is 

that correct? 

A. Well, I would say, Mr. Chairman, there was a degree of 
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reciprocity on our part insofar as after we had visited the 

-- after we had visited the slipway on the Republic, we 

invited the Garda to join us at Warrenpoint, at the scene 

where the army were, and we made available to them there 

any assistance that they could be given.  We appointed 

actually two liaison officers to spend time with them and 

to give them anything that they required, because they also 

wanted to try and locate the firing points across the 

Narrow Water that was there. 

Q. I think that the Serious Incident Log notes the fact that 35

Detective Sergeant Corrigan was one of the people who went 

across to Warrenpoint to look at the scene on your side? 

A. That would be correct, Mr. Chairman.  He was definitely 

there.  I met him on both sides of the border and he was 

with Keeney and Chief Superintendent Flaherty. 

Q. Now, was he there when you visited the Hudson site, where 36

the man had been found dead? 

A. Sorry, would you repeat that again for me, please?  

Q. When you visited -- when the body of Mr. Hudson was still 37

in situ, was Mr. Corrigan there when you attended the 

scene? 

A. Yes, he was indeed.  Along with, as I say, Keeney and

Mr. Flaherty. 

Q. Did you know Detective Sergeant Corrigan prior to that? 38

A. I had known Detective Sergeant Corrigan through the 

briefing which I had got from my own authorities. 

Q. And what was that briefing? 39

A. The briefing was that Detective Chief Superintendent 

Mooney, in consultation with other people, that we were not 

to discuss anything with Mr. Corrigan, as it was felt there 
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was a risk of leak, and that in actual fact all our 

approaches to Mr. Corrigan must be made through, first of 

all, the Chief Superintendent in Newry in uniform, and the 

Detective Sergeant whose number is number 8, and we 

observed that protocol in view of the fact that we were 

told that we were maybe risking the investigation 

otherwise. 

Q. So, hence your working through Witness No. 8, as you have 40

already stated? 

A. Yes.  Number 8 was, as far as we were concerned and as far 

as we were informed, what would be the equivalent of senior 

investigating officer or, you have referred to it as chief 

investigating officer, and all of the investigation hinged 

really around him and his liaison with us and our liaison 

with him. 

Q. Now, I think that Witness No. 8 has made a statement to the 41

Tribunal, sir, and he has stated in that that he would 

never have had any concerns about Detective Sergeant 

Corrigan, whom he knew for a long time.  Would you have any 

reason to doubt that? 

A. I would like to say this, Mr. Chairman:  I really don't 

feel I can comment on the evidence of number 8.  I can only 

go on the evidence as it has been given to me by my own 

people. 

Q. I see.  42

A. And I had no occasion to interface with number 8 other than 

through -- sorry, I had no necessity to interface with 

Mr. Corrigan other than through number 8. 

Q. So, at that stage, now, there is interaction between the 43

police forces; members of the Garda Siochana have travelled 
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over to Warrenpoint, there seems to be very good 

cooperation between the parties, forensic exhibits are 

being collected, and at what point did relations become 

strained? 

A. I would say that relations became strained right from the 

beginning.  We were having serious difficulties.  I would 

say this that, it's really a caveat.  In reading my report, 

the preliminary report in particular, which was done early, 

we had to show optimism in the report and not criticism 

because the whole bent was that we wanted to keep An Garda 

Siochana on side to give us what we needed for to have a 

successful prosecution, and as I say, in relation to the 

Garda, I would say that the cooperation was not 

reciprocated at all.  We brought them, we showed them, we 

made available to them -- in fact at one time there was a 

question of were we doing enough to help to solve the 

shooting of Mr. Hudson.  And I can assure you that I 

assured them that every rifle that was present on that day 

held by the British Army, including the bits and pieces 

which were slithered across the road, that all of those 

weapons were located from the army, and by the way I would 

say I met a certain amount of opprobrium in the tutorative 

[sic] as a result of going to seize all of these weapons, 

but they were seized, and I can tell you that they were 

categorically checked, numbers and the sheets of the 

soldiers, each soldier having a weapon, his number was 

recorded against him, and that was his personal weapon 

which he was to live and die with.  So all of these things 

were done, and they were then taken to the Northern Ireland 

Forensic Science Laboratory, where all of the weapons that 
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could be fired were fired, in order to see if there was 

anything that could be tied up to help the Garda in their 

murder investigation, they said, of Hudson. 

Q. I think that it seems, would you agree with me, sir, that 44

Brennan and Burns were arrested on the south side, very 

near what was assumed to be the first detonation point.  

Forensic evidence had been taken in by the Garda, and it 

would appear that they would have been very anxious to 

prosecute Brennan and Burns themselves as against the 

Northern Ireland authorities, as they were within the 

southern jurisdiction, would I be correct in saying that? 

A. Mr. Chairman, I really don't think that there was a 

cross-border case where we could have tried the case in 

Dublin, I don't think that would have arisen.  We would 

have been prepared lock, stock and barrel to go to Dublin, 

if that's what was required.  But I am afraid the 

cooperation was so lacking that we never had an offer of 

that and indeed, I can refer to the log where we actually 

made eight representations to get statements, to get 

forensic evidence, to get statements from the Garda and 

interview notes from the Brennan and Burns interviews, and 

I am sorry to say that none of those were made available to 

us. 

Q. I think that at the same time in the Mountbatten case, 45

subsequently an arrest was made and there was a successful 

prosecution and incarceration of one of the protagonists of 

that atrocity, but in the Brennan and Burns case, they were 

just charged with motoring offences, is that right? 

A. Yes.  In actual fact, we had asked to be consulted by the 

Garda before they did anything on -- that was in relation 
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to before they were being released, etc., and I can tell 

you that that was not forthcoming, and the first we knew of 

the release in fact was as a result of a meeting in Dundalk 

a couple of days later, and that they had been released 

without any consultation whatsoever and we still, at that 

time, had not received any reports, statements or anything 

else from the Garda.  And we went to Dundalk on that day to 

discuss an update on the case and how things were 

proceeding.  In actual fact, nothing was proceeding in 

relation to the killing of the 18 soldiers, and 

unfortunately, due to a lack of evidence, the Hudson case, 

we could not die down who was responsible for that death. 

Q. I think there weren't any bullets found in the Hudson case 46

either, is that so? 

A. I can tell you that in fairness, the allegation was there 

was gun shots from County Louth into the North, and there 

were no bullets found in that one either, and there were 

certainly no bullets found in the slipway after the death.  

But, as I say, we just didn't get any bullets on either 

direction. 

Q. Now, I think that a year after the preliminary report that 47

you did in October in 1978, you prepared another report? 

A. I did, yes. 

Q. Which was a very comprehensive report? 48

A. Yes.  It would have been the full report going to our 

Director of Public Prosecutions. 

Q. Yes, and I think that this comprised of 66 paragraphs, and 49

I think you reiterate the casualties that occurred in the 

Warrenpoint explosion, you describe the topography, the 

facts of the case, which have already been opened to the 
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Chairman, the investigations which were meticulous, they 

are all described at paragraph 21 onwards in that report.  

And then you refer at paragraph 24 to Witness 72.  And you 

say that:  "On examining the scene, he was of the opinion 

that the detonator point for the bomb was most likely on 

the southern side of the border.  As one looked across 

there was an ideal elevated site with excellent terrain 

which would provide more than adequate cover while 

maintaining a safe distance between the investigator's 

explosion and the explosions themselves.  As a direct 

result of this, the Garda facilitated Witness 72 with 

cursory examination of the elevated area on the south side.  

They also pointed out to him two positions which provided 

excellent vantage point of the bomb scene which they 

thought had recently been used by someone in connection 

with the bombings.  I stress that the examination afforded 

was cursory and as an invitee, Witness 72 was denied any 

samples from the scene for use by his laboratory.  His 

return to the scene on the following day" -- "On his return 

to the scene on the following day for samples he found 

difficulty in locating the two sites as the dense 

undergrowth had been cut down over a wide area.  This 

having been done by Garda in their endeavours to locate any 

spent bullet casings to confirm or deny the allegation of 

shooting from the southern side.  Hence, no evidence was 

gleaned from his visit across the border and we must rely 

solely on the examination by experts from the Republic."  

Now... 

A. That is correct, Mr. Chairman.  What I would stress is that 
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the initial meeting at the scene on the evening of the 

date, on the 30th, it was agreed between -- it was stated 

Mr. Corrigan and Mr. 72, that Mr. 72 said that in his 

opinion it was too late in the evening to do a proper look 

at the scene which the Garda had identified, but the scene 

at that time was totally undisturbed and was as it had been 

on the day of the explosions. 

Q. Sorry for interrupting you, sir, were you present at that 50

meeting or was this reported to you? 

A. No, this was reported to me, as I have said.  I sent to 

that the witnesses 69 and of course number 72 and a number 

of other experts went with him, and they went across, and 

according to what I was told coming back, was that they 

were there at the scene along with Mr. Corrigan who, as I 

said, had been given to us as the SIO.  Now, as I say, the 

scene was to be preserved, and that was an undertaken that 

was given by An Garda Siochana that night, and it was 

Mr. Corrigan who agreed that we could come early the next 

day and spend some time doing a proper examination of the 

scene, which would be of great evidential value to us. 

Q. How do you know it was Mr. Corrigan who agreed that you 51

could work the scene, so to speak? 

A. Well, I can only go by the log entries and the different 

things that said Mr. Corrigan was there at the time. 

Q. And presumably you couldn't set foot on that site unless it 52

was by arrangement and permission of the Garda Siochana in 

any event? 

A. Oh absolutely, not.  It was a closed site.  It was a crime 

scene. 

Q. And in that case, Witness 72 would have been an expert who 53
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was invited in by a team; he couldn't just appear without 

permission? 

A. Well, let me say this:  I had done a number of 

investigations with the Garda and have done many since, and 

the truth of the matter is it was nearly essential that we 

visited each other's sites if there was a cross-border 

connection between the incidents, and on this occasion we 

had been asking since the 27th to get there, and I believe 

that, as I say, we made all sorts of representations.  In 

fact, let me also say that we asked our Chief Constable at 

that particular time to meet with the Commissioner in order 

to try and resolve the difficulties which we were having in 

this matter, and I know that he visited him, but I have to 

say that little, really, changed, other than they went 

back, as I say, to that scene the next day, which I think 

must have been the 31st, and that when we got back there, 

you are talking about a hillside with fern and gorse and 

fairly well wild and overgrown.  And when we got there the 

next day, Mr. Hall went over with the staff and the place 

was completely scythed down.  Not just the area of where 

the detonation was, but the whole area for a good bit.  So 

much so that Mr. Hall came back, and the word I would use 

would be, to describe him, would be enraged.  I, myself, 

was furious and got on the phone immediately to Newry and 

we tried to ring and we were told, well it's a Garda 

investigation and they are entitled to do what they want to 

do at their scene.  But that, I would add, in spite of the 

fact there was a promise, a promise that the scene would be 

preserved for us, and that's why we went to the trouble of 

bringing the forensic all the way from Belfast again. 
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Q. Now, I think that you are not -- in paragraph 25 of the 54

report you are sort of not particularly critical of -- you 

explain that:  "The examination afforded was cursory," and 

you are not particularly critical of it?  

A. From what perspective, Mr. Chairman?  Do you mean that it 

was cursory on the night before or overall or are you 

talking about the Garda's examination?  

Q. No, no, I am just referring to your report where you are 55

not particularly critical of the fact that you weren't 

allowed to the scene, and this is an official report which 

you are sending up to your Director of Public Prosecutions? 

A. Well, if I may beg your indulgence and ask you to remember, 

earlier I said all of these reports were in writing and our 

reports were all given to An Garda Siochana.  One of the 

things that we had accepted at this time was that this was 

going to be a long-term investigation and that nothing 

would be served to enhance the relationships if I had been 

directly critical, harshly, I might add, of the Garda.  I 

still always lived in hope that sometime someone would come 

along and say, "Look, we are interested in helping you..." 

Q. Because of course it was a huge atrocity at the time?  56

A. "We'd be prepared to work with you."  

Q. I think that this, continuing on this report, you go into 57

details again of the various forensics that were obtained 

there.  You state that Brennan and Burns of course 

vehemently denied any involvement in the Warrenpoint 

explosions, and Brennan explained that his reason for 

telling lies about who he was because of motoring offences, 

but it transpired that the motorcycle had been bought on 

Saturday the 25th August, about two days earlier?  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 28 February 2012 - Day 78

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

26

A. Mr. Chairman, once again, I would refer you to the fact 

that we would have liked interview notes from those 

interviews.  We asked for such.  They never were 

forthcoming.  We also asked for the forensic evidence and 

we also asked for the written forensic report official 

which could have been taken to our Director of Public 

Prosecutions in order to decide which course of action 

should actually be taken. 

Q. Now, I think that you go through the ballistic reports, the 58

guns, you investigate into whether there was firing from 

either side of the bank, which turned out to be 

inconclusive? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you state at paragraph 61 that:  "The police in the 59

inquiry were satisfied that the bombs originated from the 

south Armagh area."  You state then at 62 that:  "It would 

be of vital importance" - again you reiterate - that you 

could interview Brennan and Burns in Northern Ireland.  

"The available evidence at this time is insufficient to 

even ponder and extra-territorial offence without the 

interview.  There are obviously a number of pertinent 

questions to be asked of them in view of the excellent work 

carried out by Garda at their original detention.  A year 

has almost elapsed since the incident and our interest in 

Brennan and Burns has receded.  Perhaps the near future 

would be a good time to reinitiate some form of action.  I 

am most optimistic regarding the outcome of an interview 

with them and I feel that the long wait may indeed be 

justified."  
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Then in conclusion you state that:  "This file is for use 

as an appraisal of the Narrow Water massacre and it depicts 

some of the work done in an effort to locate the persons 

responsible."  

A. Mr. Chairman, if I'd be allowed to comment.  Let me say 

this:  Our objective was to obtain something evidently from 

An Garda and the man who we were liaising with, 

Mr. Corrigan.  And we wanted that at all costs and we were 

prepared to do anything, go anywhere, in order to tie that 

up.  I, really, think it has to be said that the help was 

absolutely nonexistent other than what we forced, but more 

importantly, the cutting down of the scene was something 

that, to a detective of my own experience, to be totally 

and absolutely inexplicable.  As I say, I have worked with 

Garda at cross-border for something like nearly 15 years 

and I can assure you that there was great reciprocity from 

the Garda when we worked together.  I gave them things that 

they never would have got and they gave me things which I 

wouldn't have got.  So, the truth of the matter is we 

didn't get the assistance that we felt.  Now, leading from 

that, and this is very important to stress.  Brennan and 

Burns were terrorists along the border.  Indeed, long after 

Warrenpoint, they were responsible for the deaths of dozens 

of people through what was known as their bombing 

expertise, and in fact one of them blew himself up in 

Crossmaglen with his own bombs in the early nineties or the 

late eighties.  What I want to say about that is this:  We 

needed, we needed help.  What we didn't want to do was we 

didn't want to frighten them off from coming back to 

Northern Ireland, because we felt that in view of the total 
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lack of cooperation from the Garda, and in view of all of 

the things that mattered, that we really weren't going to 

get that, so the best thing was, as the old saying, "Keep 

our powder dry", and at sometime these people might 

reappear home again and we'd be able to arrest them and we 

would interview them at that time.  And as we know in 1995, 

that's exactly what happened. 

Q. I think in 1995 Anthony Brennan was charged and convicted 60

with a mortar attack and was sentenced to 15 years, is that 

correct? 

A. That is correct.  Because we had the evidence.  I will say 

this:  That we still couldn't proceed with the Warrenpoint, 

A) because the evidence had never been made available at 

that time.  More importantly, more importantly, most of the 

exhibits, including the motorcycle, the clothing, the 

cigarette butts apparently were past the redemption in 

relation to the deoxyribonucleic acid, but these things 

really just inhibited any advancement in relation to the 

Warrenpoint explosion. 

Q. I think at the end of the day there was still not 61

sufficient forensic evidence to -- there wasn't any more 

forensic evidence found than there had been at the original 

scene? 

A. There was absolutely nothing more available to us, and I 

felt that if they had, as we offered, and I am sure Witness 

No. 72 -- Witness No. 72 offered help in analysing the 

samples, the clothing, the cigarette butts, I think there 

was a milk bottle there if I remember correctly.  All of 

these things would have been examined or he would have 

helped to examine or, having finished their examination 
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that the forensic in Dublin would have invited him down, as 

was normal, I mean I can refer to a case where a man was 

shot in County Fermanagh and I managed to organise a 

complete joint investigation between the forensic in 

Northern Ireland and the Garda in Dublin, and this was 

outside the Peace Process all together, and we made 

available to them all our exhibits and in actual fact, I 

was invited by them into the Republic to view the guns 

which had been used in the attack and which led to the 

arrest and conviction and sentencing of a leading IRA 

terrorist along that particular stretch of the border.  

None of that, none of that was made available to us in the 

Narrow Water situation. 

Q. To come back to our particular concerns in Narrow Water:  62

Do you know who gave the order to cut down the grass? 

A. Well, I can't say definitively if it was Mr. Corrigan -- 

Q. You don't know? 63

A.  -- but Mr. Corrigan was in charge of the scene.  He was 

the detective officer there.  He was introduced as the 

senior investigating officer of the situation, and one 

assumes that nothing could be done at that scene, I know 

certainly nothing at my scene could be done without my 

express permission as the senior investigating officer 

because I would have been responsible in the North and he 

would have been responsible in the South according to the 

rules of the game. 

Q. But that's an assumption that you are making because you 64

don't actually know personally, is that correct? 

A. Sorry, in what context?  

Q. You assume that if Detective Corrigan was in charge of the 65
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scene, that he would have been the person who gave the 

order, but you don't know that as a personal fact? 

A. Yes, I would say -- no, no, I wouldn't accept that.  I 

would say to you that I can assure you that we were told 

that he was the senior investigating officer.  Now, the 

reason you are the senior investigating officer is that if 

things go wrong, you get your head chopped off.  If it's 

not successful, you are told that you are incompetent, da, 

da, da, da.  Anyway in this case, he was the SIO.  We did 

liaise with him and we were told by Mr. McCullagh that that 

was indeed the case.  He was the senior investigating 

officer.  I should clarify, Mr. Chairman, I should clarify 

that Mr. McCullagh was the Divisional Commander in Newry 

and is now deceased unfortunately, a wonderful character, I 

want to tell you.  

Q. If Witness 72, the forensic expert, had been given access 66

to the scene and hadn't succeeded in turning up any 

additional forensic evidence, I assume that there wouldn't 

be any -- there wouldn't have remained this bad feeling 

following the Narrow Water and Warrenpoint massacre? 

A. If we had had access to the scene?  

Q. If you had had access forensically to the scene, isn't it 67

quite possible that perhaps the forensic expert may not 

have found any additional evidence, but at least you would 

have been satisfied that the matter couldn't have been 

taken further? 

A. Yes -- no, let me say this, Mr. Chairman:  We required the 

statements which were taken in relation to this incident.  

We also required the view of the scene and the forensic 

reports regarding the exhibits in order that we could at 
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least proceed in the North even with extradition 

proceedings. 

Q. I am wondering if you would like a break, sir?  Would you 68

like to take a quick break?  

A. Yes.  We are having some sound difficulties, Mr. Chairman.  

And apologise for that.  I am afraid I am a technophobe, so 

a break might not be a bad thing all together.  If I beg 

your indulgence.  

CHAIRMAN:  Certainly.  How long would you like?  

A. Oh, five minutes just to get myself gathered together.  

CHAIRMAN:  Very good.  Certainly.  

A. Thank you very much, sir.  

CHAIRMAN:  We'll break for five minutes then.  

THE TRIBUNAL ADJOURNED AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MRS. LAVERTY:  Just one other matter, sir.  I think that 69

you say in your statement that some months into the 1979 

inquiry Witness 8, at your request, arranged for you to 

meet Mick Nylands, an officer attached to the Garda 

Forensic Bureau, and I think you said that he agreed to 

provide you with a copy of the Garda forensic report on 

certain conditions? 

A. Mr. Chairman, I can't see Mary at the moment.  The truth of 

that is yes, in spite of, as I say, continued pressures and 

requests being made, I went to see Mr. Nylands, who was an 
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Inspector in what was called the Forensic Bureau.  I had 

been introduced to him sometime before and I went to him 

and we had a meeting in Store Street and we discussed the 

whole question of the forensics at Warrenpoint, and I told 

him that I had not been given a copy of the report and that 

was it within his preview to supply that to me.  And he 

said to leave it with him.  And he eventually turned me up 

a copy of that report, but the proviso in that was that it 

was not to be disseminated, it was not to be used as an 

official document, and we were simply to learn from what 

was in the document and be able to discuss it with our 

forensic science colleagues. 

Q. And I think he agreed that you could refer to certain 70

parts, as long as the source wasn't revealed? 

A. That is correct.  That is correct.  

Q. And I think in fact you did, in your first preliminary 71

report, you referred to some of the Garda forensics without 

attributing a source? 

A. No, that was not from that report, that actually was from 

the verbal briefings which Mr. Corrigan had been good 

enough to give us at that time.  The forensic report,

Mr. Chairman, would have been much more detailed than that. 

Q. And I think you received that in October, I think it was 72

handed over in October, perhaps, 1979? 

A. Yes, I believe it was. 

Q. Now, I think there is one matter, sir, that you have 73

referred to in your statement which we are not going to 

deal with today because it requires further investigation, 

and it may unfortunately require that you come back and 

explain it to us, if you don't mind? 
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A. Yes, Mr. Chairman, I accept that in the last paragraph, but 

there is one thing that I would like to definitively give 

to the Tribunal.  

Lest you think that my claims to be a nuisance in seeking 

to get to the bottom of this whole thing, I arranged, in 

1980, early on, a meeting with -- 

MR. DURACK:  Excuse me, sir, I don't believe we have any 

notice of this and I am very concerned that we should have 

evidence sprung on us without notice.  

A. It's in my statement, Mr. Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN:  The witness says it's in his statement.  

MR. DURACK:  We have his statement for 24 hours and I am 

very concerned that it is -- there are things in that 

statement which are completely at conflict with his reports 

that he made officially, and I had agreed with Mrs. Laverty 

that we would deal with his official reports and come back 

to the other issues again, if necessary.  

CHAIRMAN:  Well, are you agreed about -- 

MRS. LAVERTY:  Well, I can only assume that, I can only at 

the moment assume what the witness is about to talk about, 

and if it refers to political meetings, it may be one of 

the matters that we should come back to.  

Q. Is that what you were intending to talk about, sir? 74

A. I was intending to talk about a meeting between myself, my 
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top boss Mr. Mooney, who was the Detective Chief 

Superintendent, and Detective Superintendent [redacted], 

with Mr. Patrick Murphy, who was the equivalent of

Mr. Mooney in the Garda, and an intervention by an 

Assistant Commissioner called Mr. McLaughlin whom, I 

believe, may very well have been Commissioner sometime 

after it but I am not exactly sure about that.  That was 

not a political meeting.  That was a meeting arranged 

between the Royal Ulster Constabulary and the Garda 

Siochana at Dublin Castle and -- 

Q. Can I ask you, sir, just in the interests of our obligation 75

-- my obligations to other parties:  Are you going to refer 

to Assistant Commissioner McLaughlin's quotation from a 

parliamentarian or a member of our Government? 

A. Yes... 

Q. If that's the case -- 76

A. It was actually in relation to two Taoisigh -- 

Q. Sorry, if I can stop you there.  If that is the case, the 77

Tribunal will be under an obligation to notify public 

bodies, they may wish to be represented, if there is any 

discussion in which -- which involves some of our political 

leaders, so, if you could leave that until the next 

occasion, I would appreciate it.  

A. May I say, I am happy to follow your instructions,

Mr. Chairman.  What I would say is, I am not so sure that I 

would be able to attend another meeting, actually.  This 

has been quite telling on my health and whilst I am doing 

this solely because of my friendship and my respect for

Mr. Breen and Mr. Buchanan, I have come out of my sickbed 

against doctor's instructions in order to make this 
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available to you.  And it is because they were two such 

great men.  I worked with both of them.  One was my boss 

for two years and I felt it necessary to come here and 

relate my story personally. 

CHAIRMAN:  We are very grateful to you.  Very grateful to 

you.  

MRS. LAVERTY:  Perhaps if the Chairman, if this is 

something the witness feels he should state, perhaps, 

Chairman, if you would have a look at his statement?  

CHAIRMAN:  Certainly, yes.  

MRS. LAVERTY:  I think perhaps the counsel for the Garda 

may wish to remind you where it is.  

MR. DURACK:  Sorry, I am very concerned, sir, that this 

evidence should not be given at this stage.  I'll just draw 

your attention to where it appears.  Do you have the 

statement?  

CHAIRMAN:  I don't have anything.  

(Document handed to the Chairman.)

 

A. I am perfectly happy to abide by the ruling of the Chairman 

in this matter as advised by Mary, who is representing me 

there.  Very happy to... 

MR. DURACK:  I am referring to paragraph 2 on page 2 
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initially, and also at the bottom of page 2.  

CHAIRMAN:  Well, page 2 is practically all one paragraph.  

MR. DURACK:  Sorry, my apologies.  Ignore the top quarter 

of it and then there is a line starts "On each occasion..." 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes, I am reading that now.  

MR. DURACK:  Then the other concern is down at the bottom 

of the page about the last maybe ten lines.  Again, they 

are matters that are new matters and that have not been 

investigated.  

CHAIRMAN:  Yes, well mainly the first few sentences you 

have referred to, I can see your point about those.  But I 

would be very anxious that the witness would not be 

inhibited.  I hope that it would be possible for him to 

oblige us again by him coming on video-link and giving his 

evidence about those, and if the guards have to be notified 

-- if other parties have to be notified in advance, so be 

it, but I can see the point that they must be.  But I am 

very anxious that this witness should be able to give his 

evidence truthfully as he sees fit and that he should be 

able to do that publicly and not be inhibited in any way.  

I think that's very important.  

A. Mr. Chairman, as you wish.  I will try to abide by your 

decision.  I will do my best.  

CHAIRMAN:  I would be very grateful to you, Witness 68.  I 
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realise the pressure you are under and I am most grateful 

to you for all you have done hitherto and I think in this 

case I hope that you'll be able to do this again and that 

-- for a short period, and I hope that you'll be able to 

speak the untrammeled truth as you see it.  I think that is 

what this Tribunal is all about. 

A. Thank you very much for your kindness and consideration, 

Mr. Chairman, I really appreciate it.  

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  

MRS. LAVERTY:  Perhaps you'd answer any questions now, sir.  

CHAIRMAN:  Well, does Mr. Lehane want to commence because 

-- yes, I think because your client is very much concerned 

in this and I think he shouldn't be put -- if you don't 

mind, Mr. Durack -- I think your colleague is mainly 

concerned.  

THE WITNESS WAS CROSS-EXAMINED BY MR. LEHANE AS FOLLOWS: 

MR. LEHANE:  Very good, sir.  

Q. Good morning, sir.  My name is Darren Lehane, I appear on 78

behalf of retired Detective Sergeant Corrigan.  

A. Sorry, you are breaking up quite badly. 

Q. I am going to move where I am basing myself to make it 79

easier for you, sir.  

CHAIRMAN:  Your trouble, Mr. Lehane, is that you are too 

tall and you are far away from the microphone.  
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Q. MR. LEHANE:  Is this better, sir?  80

A. Thank you very much, sir, that's excellent.  

CHAIRMAN:  If you want to sit down when you are 

cross-examining, please do, if that makes it any easier for 

you.  

Q. MR. LEHANE:  Sir, when did you draw up your statement for 81

this Tribunal?  

A. Sorry?  

Q. When did you draw up your statement for the Tribunal, sir? 82

A. Within the last two weeks. 

Q. Did you write it, sir? 83

A. I did, yes. 

Q. Are you happy -- you are aware -- sorry, am I correct in 84

stating that based on your lifetime's experience of service 

within the Royal Ulster Constabulary, you are aware of the 

importance of preparing statements for both criminal trials 

and proceedings like this, sir? 

A. For 34 years, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. But, sir, you are aware of the importance of preparing 85

statements for matters like this? 

A. Absolutely, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. And the purpose for which statements are prepared, namely 86

to set out your evidence in advance to give those people 

who might be affected by your evidence an opportunity to 

review it, sir? 

A. That goes without question, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. The only reason I say that, sir, is that during the course 87
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of your evidence you made a number of statements about my 

client, retired Detective Sergeant Corrigan, that aren't in 

your statement? 

A. If I may beg to indulge, Mr. Chairman.  Could I say this:  

That had I have put a statement in, it may have been some 

20 pages, if I was going to give a blow-by-blow account.  

The idea was, as with all good statements, that you 

introduce a subject and then when you are cross-examined on 

it, you elaborate on it.  That is my training as a 

detective, and I am afraid if I have fallen short, I must 

apologise to you, sir. 

Q. Sir, are you aware of the purpose of this Inquiry? 88

A. I do indeed, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. We are inquiring into, or rather the Chairman is inquiring 89

into Garda collusion in the deaths of two RUC officers, and 

the reason I say that, sir, is you have, in your evidence, 

told the Chairman that you were told not to discuss 

anything with my client, Detective Sergeant Corrigan, 

because there was a risk of a leak.  And that's not in your 

statement, sir.  

A. The fact of the matter is, I can tell you that I was told 

that, yes, and that that was something which I reserved for 

the Tribunal.  In relation to Hudson, everything that he 

required was given to him, and we are now, I assume, 

talking about the scene and the murder of the 18 soldiers?  

Q. No, sir, I am not talking about that.  You were asked, sir, 90

during your examination-in-chief whether or not you knew my 

client, retired Detective Sergeant Corrigan, and you said, 

and this is my note:  "I had known Corrigan through the 

briefing I got from my own assistant, or my own superior, 
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Detective Superintendent Mooney, in consultation with 

others, that we were not to discuss anything with Corrigan 

as there was a risk of a leak."  

A. That related -- that we were not to discuss anything; that 

related only to myself as the senior investigating officer, 

but the people who were appointed officially by the Royal 

Ulster Constabulary, namely Witness No. 8, was going to be 

the man who knew Mr. Corrigan and he would do the dealings 

with him directly along with Mr. McCullagh, the former 

Divisional Commander. 

Q. I can appreciate the RUC would appoint a liaison and it 91

would appear that Witness 8 would be an obvious liaison.  I 

am interested, sir, in your statement that you were told 

not to discuss anything with Corrigan because there was a 

risk of a leak.  And I want to know, in the context of an 

inquiry which is looking into allegations of Garda 

collusion in leaking information why that statement isn't 

in your statement, sir? 

A. Well, if it's an oversight, it's an oversight and I 

apologise for that.  But, as I say, if you included 

everything in the statement that I could say, you would be 

talking about a statement of some 40 pages, which would 

have been unreasonable in the circumstances I believe, 

Mr. Chairman. 

Q. But, sir, would you not agree with me that this statement, 92

namely that you were told not to discuss anything with my 

client because there is a risk of a leak is probably the 

most fundamental thing that should have been in your 

statement, sir? 

A. Well, if the learned counsel says that, then I am bound to 
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accept that Mr. Chairman, yes. 

Q. It's not just me saying that, sir.  The terms of reference 93

of this Inquiry are to inquire into whether there was 

collusion by either members of An Garda Siochana or 

civilian employees in the deaths of two named RUC officers.  

And the hearings to date have focused on whether there was 

a leak of information from Dundalk Station or otherwise, 

sir.  So, a leak alleged or otherwise, is fairly 

fundamental, I think you'd agree with me? 

A. I do indeed, but as I have said to you, I have already 

apologised for the fact that it wasn't in the statement but 

it is still a matter of fact which I believe the Tribunal 

should be told about. 

Q. Who told you this, that there was a risk that my client was 94

a leak? 

A. Who told me?  

Q. Yeah.  95

A. My Detective Chief Superintendent, Mr. Mooney, who had 

liaised with the authorities in Newry at that particular 

time. 

Q. And what exactly did Detective Superintendent Mooney say to 96

you? 

A. Mr. Mooney said to me that all dealings had been arranged 

to be done through Witness No. 8 and that I should liaise 

with the Divisional Commander to have him instructed, and I 

agreed that that would be the way that I would work in 

order to keep any risk of things being leaked out or damage 

being done to the investigation. 

Q. So, just based on what you just said to the Chairman, am I 97

correct in understanding that you were told by your 
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superior officer that all dealings with the guards should 

be through Witness 8 to avoid the possibility that there 

might be a leak rather than my client being a risk of a 

leak? 

A. No, your client was denoted as a risk for a leak. 

Q. Okay.  What exactly did your superior say about my client 98

being a risk for a leak and the basis for his statement to 

that effect? 

A. Well, Mr. Chairman, I would like to say that I have 

suffered a stroke.  That the question of what was exactly 

said, I can't remember.  I quote him in general terms, as 

the learned counsel has done to me, with general terms 

about what was said, etc., etc.  So I again apologise if I 

am causing a problem here. 

Q. Sir, I fully sympathise with your medical difficulties but 99

you must appreciate, sir, that my client also, his health 

has suffered considerably as a result of this Tribunal and 

rumours and allegations which have been made against him.  

So, I'm not trying to be mean to you, sir, but I think it 

is incumbent upon me as his representative to ask you to 

provide the Chairman with a level of detail in relation to 

this matter in circumstances where it's not mentioned in 

your statement? 

A. As I said to you, and apologised to the Chairman, I cannot 

change what has taken place.  I am here simply because I 

wanted to relay the facts of the matter.  I am aware of 

collusion by Garda.  I am not someone who has suddenly been 

launched into Warrenpoint without knowing that there were 

allegations of collusion, and I am saying to you now that I 

can't change that.  I am here to tell the facts as I 
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perceive them and I am quite happy to do that, and if I 

have fallen short of your requirements, then I apologise 

for that. 

Q. So I am correct in saying, sir, that in relation to this 100

very serious allegation that you are making that you were 

told that my client was a risk of a leak, you can't 

remember exactly what you were told by your superior in 

that regard? 

A. It is sufficient to say this, Mr. Chairman:  I was 

instructed on risks.  Mr. Corrigan was a risk, I was told, 

and I accept that.  And in relation to the Warrenpoint case 

-- [SCREEN FROZE] -- that were not relevant in the Hudson 

case, he was dealt with in the Hudson case by every 

assistance that's possible to be made, and we couldn't have 

done more, we couldn't have supplied more reports, forensic 

reports, even we went as far as to do the rifles to make 

sure that if there was evidence available on the southern 

side, that would be looked at by them, and I would have 

helped them in every respect if there had been any 

follow-up. 

Q. Sir, I haven't moved onto the investigation yet.  I am 101

still dealing with your instruction that you weren't to 

deal with my client because he was a risk of a leak, and I 

think I am correct in summarising your evidence that you 

can only remember what was told to you in general terms, is 

that right, sir? 

A. I think it's important to remember, Mr. Chairman, we were 

looking for assistance from the Garda, which was 

nonexistent.  That it seemed to be that the instructions 

that I was given were correct, insofar as I appointed the 
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people who liaised with Mr. Corrigan and they were supposed 

to be on speaking and friendly terms and had 

understandings.  In actual fact, I am afraid it didn't 

actually work out just as simple as that. 

Q. Sir, I am not dealing with the guards in a general sense, I 102

am just dealing with my client, and your evidence to the 

Chairman, and I am going to move on from this now, but your 

evidence to the Chairman is that you were told not to deal 

with my client other than through Witness 8, because my 

client was a risk, is that right? 

A. I am saying to you, learned counsel, that in relation to 

this inquiry I already had a knowledge of collusion with 

Garda -- 

Q. Sorry, just to stop there.  103

A. Let me finish.  I didn't interrupt you.  I had knowledge of 

collusion that -- on being instructed by my Chief 

Superintendent to avoid that issue I went down the road I 

went down, and I have to say to the learned counsel, 

Mr. Chairman, what has been done has been done and the 

instructions that I was given were given and I followed 

them to the letter. 

Q. So just to be clear, sir, you are saying that your 104

Superintendent told you prior to you dealing with my client 

or the investigation starting proper that my client was a 

risk of a leak, and you can't remember what exactly was 

said to you.  I presume, sir, you also can't remember where 

you were told this or when you were told this?

A. Oh, yes, I can remember where I was told it. 

Q. Where were you told it? 105

A. I was told it at the scene of the Warrenpoint explosion 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Smithwick Tribunal - 28 February 2012 - Day 78

Doyle Court Reporters Ltd.

45

when the senior officers were gathered together on the 

night of the incident, and I was told what the format would 

be for the investigation to proceed and to keep An Garda 

Siochana on side.  And as I have said, I have answered this 

question I think about four times, but as I say, obviously 

you are not prepared to accept that what I am saying is 

correct. 

Q. It's not a matter for me -- 106

A. Mr. Chairman, I can't do anything further than that. 

Q. Sir, it's not a matter for me to accept what you say is 107

correct.  I am trying to probe with you evidence that you 

have given, which is incredibly important to my client, 

which you did not see fit to put in your statement to the 

Chairman, and I am sorry, sir, if you don't like my line of 

questioning, but I am sure you will appreciate I have an 

obligation to my client to probe and to test this matter 

with you.  

A. Mr. Chairman, my statement is about Warrenpoint and the 

explosion.  And I also included the shooting of Hudson in 

my report, and worked with An Garda Siochana.  It is not 

right to say that it's not in the statement.  Again, I 

cannot reverse what has taken place and I certainly am 

stating a matter of fact which was relayed to me, and I 

don't propose to retract it and I certainly have no other 

evidence to retract it.  In fact, anything that has 

happened since Warrenpoint, tended to support the 

instructions that I was given by my superiors. 

Q. Sir, I am not asking you to rationalise your evidence based 108

on what happened subsequently, I am asking you to tell the 

Chairman your evidence in relation to what you were told by 
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your superior officer; that's what I am asking you to do, 

sir.  And you have done that, I think? 

A. So be it, Mr. Chairman.  It is there.  I am here.  I have 

answered the questions that I was asked.  And I can take 

that matter no further, I think.  

Q. Now, just in relation -- just before I move on from what 109

you were told.  Sir, you said in your evidence to the 

Chairman that you were told that all liaison with the 

guards, or at least in relation to my client, retired 

Detective Sergeant Corrigan, should be done through

Witness 8, isn't that right?  I don't know if you caught 

that, sir?  

A. Sorry, what you don't seem to realise is that I tried every 

single avenue I could to get to the bottom of this 

investigation.  I wasn't interested in politics.  I wasn't 

interested in individual's obstructions, etc., etc. What I 

wanted was to get things open.  Now let me say this to you:  

I liaised with my Chief Constable and got him to meet the 

Commissioner.  I liaised with everybody that I could liaise 

with in order to advance this investigation, and that 

included the people that I have been asked not to discuss 

at this particular part of the hearing.  I have done all 

that to the best of my ability.  I certainly didn't let it 

go.  And I certainly even took further steps, which are not 

in my statement, but which prove the fact that I was 

diligent in the investigation of the 18 soldiers' deaths 

and indeed the death of Mr. Hudson. 

Q. Sir, your evidence in relation to my client being a leak is 110

hearsay evidence.  I think you'd agree with me on that? 

A. How could I agree otherwise?  It is hearsay but it was an 
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instruction from my superior which I did. 

Q. Well, just in relation to that, you say, sir, that111

Witness 8 was the point of liaison.  Witness 8, sir, has 

given a statement to this Tribunal in which he has said, 

sir, that he had extensive contact with my client, Owen 

Corrigan, and that he said quote:  "I trusted him and would 

still trust him now.  Owen Corrigan could have set lots of 

policemen up over the years had he wanted."  That's what 

Witness 8 has said in his statement about my client.  And I 

am just wondering, sir, if my client was a risk of a leak 

in 1979, why Witness 8, who was the liaison, would be 

giving that evidence to the Tribunal? 

A. Well, Mr. Chairman, as I said previously when asked about 

another witness, I am not here to comment on other 

witness's statements.  I am here only in order to deal with 

Warrenpoint and Mr. Corrigan.  I want to say this to you:  

Bearing in mind what I have said already, and which you 

have alluded to on a number of occasions, my instruction 

was that Mr. Corrigan was a risk.  I have said to you that 

I accepted that.  I also will say to you as well that the 

cooperation of Mr. Corrigan with my investigation was of a 

very limited nature and in actual fact, at times could have 

been described as obstructive, but for the sake of good 

relations, as I said, between ourselves and An Garda 

Siochana, for whom I want to stress I have the greatest 

respect, with many friends still ringing me and talking to 

me, I have no problem whatever in working with the Garda, 

but on this occasion I was told not to.  Now, what

Witness 8 said is a matter for Witness 8.  What I say is a 

matter for me.  Judge me on what I say and not what Mr. 8 
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said. 

Q. Just to judge you on what you say and not what Witness 8 112

says.  Why should we do that in relation to Witness 8 but 

not, sir, in relation to this hearsay evidence which you 

say you were told by your superior detective, 

Superintendent Mooney?  Why, sir, won't you accept the 

evidence of Witness 8 in relation to his positive 

experience of my client in circumstances where you seem 

determined, sir, to say that my client was a risk of a 

leak?  Why won't you accept the evidence of Witness 8? 

A. May I say, Mr. Chairman, I am here to give evidence in the 

way that I have done.  I have tried to be fair.  I have 

tried to be honest and I don't retract what I have said, 

and as far as I am concerned, the evidence that is before 

the Tribunal is a matter for yourself, sir, and you will 

either -- I know you will weigh up the facts, will weigh up 

the evidence and you will decide what is what and what is 

not right.  And if it pleases you, learned counsel, I am 

very happy -- [SCREEN FROZE] -- I was correct or incorrect 

in what I said or did. 

Q. Sorry, I just lost you there, the sound broke up just in 113

relation to your last sentence? 

A. What I am saying is, I am here because I have full faith 

and confidence in Mr. Chairman, learned counsel, and I am 

happy to leave my evidence for his breaking up and 

analysis, and I suggest that I would be quite happy to 

decide -- for to let him decide whether I am being 

factually correct or embellishing or exaggerating or 

whether or not I am dealing with facts and the truth, and I 

am very happy with that. 
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Q. Okay, sir.  And now if I can move onto the investigation, 114

sir.  Now, you have very fairly said in your evidence to 

the Chairman that you weren't present when you say that my 

client, Detective Sergeant Corrigan, supposedly met

Witness 72 at the alleged firing point, is that right? 

A. That's correct, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. And I think in fairness to you, sir, you have said that you 115

can only go by the log evidence and what's in the 

documentation, isn't that right? 

A. No.  What I had said earlier, Mr. Chairman, was, when I 

send people out to do a task, they generally fill in a 

tasking sheet, but regardless of the tasking sheet, I am 

standing waiting for them when they come back and I want to 

know did they achieve the objective which they had set out 

to achieve, which was to get to the scene, to advance my 

case against Brennan and Burns.  And it's as simple as 

that, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. Okay.  But just in relation to that, again, here is another 116

instance where you are not present at an alleged 

conversation with my client in which my client is alleged, 

you say, based on hearsay reported to you, that he was in 

charge of preserving the scene, isn't that right?  You 

weren't there for that conversation, if it took place? 

A. No, you misuse the word "preserving the scene."  He was the 

senior investigating officer, according to my former Chief 

Superintendent McCullagh.  He was that.  I was happy to 

accept.  Now, what I did say, Mr. Chairman, was that in 

relation to anything at that scene as the -- and Mary used 

the word "chief investigating officer" here, it was the 

senior investigating officer.  Mary -- I made clear to Mary 
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that in relation to those matters, anything that was done 

at that enclosed scene would only be done with the express 

permission of the senior investigating officer who, as I 

say, was Mr. Corrigan, and I would say this to you, I still 

have never received an explanation as to why the scene was 

cut down.  Now, you are quite right.  If a Chief 

Superintendent or an Inspector, as it was at that time, 

cannot rely on the reports of his officers who he 

deliberately details to deal with certain problems, then I 

am afraid, apart from going everywhere yourself, nothing 

would be done and in actual fact, there would be no 

investigation at all.  So I mean I have to depend on the 

people that I send out to do these things, and by the way, 

the people who were appointed were completely and 

absolutely trusted. 

Q. And they have given evidence, sir, to this Tribunal? 117

A. And sorry, one other thing just to finish that.  The 

gentleman who was from the forensic was -- number 72, I am 

told -- the gentleman, number 72, was a man with whom I did 

many, many wonderful investigations.  His expertise is 

recognised throughout the world:  America, Europe, England, 

even Garda have used him in the past in their cases.  I 

also was a member of the Forensic Science Society of Great 

Britain and California and the Republic and I actually 

spoke to meetings on a number of occasions in that area, so 

I know a bit about forensic and I know a wee bit, nothing 

like Hall of course, but I am saying that is the situation 

I was challenged with. 

Q. But, sir, just in relation to Witness 72, Witness 72 has 118

given evidence to this Tribunal, sir, and his evidence on 
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page 86 of Day 77, and I appreciate you don't have this in 

front of you, was that he is not in a position to say 

whether or not it was Corrigan whom he met, and Witness 72 

was there?  

A. I wouldn't argue with that, Mr. Chairman.  I was depending 

on my own person who was at the scene:  Witness No. 69.  

Mr. Chairman, Witness 69 was sent specifically to ensure 

the smooth running of the liaison with Garda.  He was a 

police officer.  And in relation to him, I depended on him 

to bring back results and I have absolutely no reason to 

doubt his account. 

Q. Witness 69, sir, has also given evidence to this Tribunal, 119

on Day 76, sir, and Witness 69 was asked about the alleged 

presence of my client at that meeting, and he said that he 

believed that the person that Witness 72 was talking to was 

my client, but that he accepted that the person who was in 

the best position to assess whether or not my client was 

there was Witness 72, and that's Witness 69's evidence, 

sir.  

A. Let me say this much:  He believed.  He reported.  I 

accepted his report.  And, as I say, I have no reason to 

doubt it.  He is a very intelligent and a very astute 

detective with whom I have served for very, very many years 

in the Royal Ulster Constabulary.  So if he believed it, 

that was good enough for me. 

Q. He said he believed it, sir, but that the best person to 120

assess whether or not my client was in fact there was 

Witness 72, who said, as I have already told you, that he 

didn't have a clue who my client was.  But if that is the 

case, sir, and my client was there in conversation with 
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Witness 72 and Witness 69, and they were reporting back to 

you, why isn't that in any of your reports, sir? 

A. I think we have gone through it so many times that I really 

see sort of extraneous to repeat it again.  My report deals 

with the bones of my part with the Warrenpoint explosion.  

It was strictly to do with Warrenpoint.  I can tell you 

that nobody gives everything in their statement, otherwise 

courts would spend years going through statements of 40 and 

50 pages which, as an experienced detective of 34 years 

service, I can assure you that I was not prepared to do. 

Q. So you are saying to the Chairman that your reports are a 121

bit like your statement, sir, that you have given to this 

Tribunal, namely that very important information about my 

client alleging, in the case of your statement, sir, that 

he was a risk of a leak, or in the case of your 

documentation that he was involved in the firing line site, 

very important information, doesn't actually make it on to 

your reports or into your statements?  You are saying it's 

the same position, sir, is it?  

A. Mr. Chairman, if I may be permitted to read from the log at 

page 45. 

Q. I am not talking about the log, sir.  I am going to move 122

onto the log in a second.  

A. You have to allow me some leeway.  I am -- 1980 was 30-odd 

years ago, and I have to have access to the log which you 

provided, incidentally. 

Q. We are going to move onto the log in a second, sir, and -- 123

A. No, but I want to deal specifically with the point that you 

are raising in relation to your client, if you don't mind, 

I would like to do that. 
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Q. Sorry, I am going to stop you there, sir.  I am dealing 124

with your reports at the moment.  And I am asking you, sir, 

why there is no reference to my client in the reports along 

the lines of your evidence, and when I have finished asking 

you about that I am then going to move onto the logs and I 

am going to ask you about those and I am going to ask you 

the same questions.  So you'll have an opportunity to deal 

with that when I get to the logs, but if I can stay with 

the reports.  Am I correct in summarising your evidence to 

the Chairman that this information is not in your report 

because you felt that it wasn't important enough to merit 

inclusion in the report? 

A. No, correction, Mr. Chairman, there, it's not that it 

wasn't important enough.  It was that if I had been as 

candid as I probably felt I should have been, then I would 

have probably have caused problems for the future in 

relation to the arrest and interview of Brennan and Burns, 

which I had hoped might come to pass over... 

Q. Well, in light of that, sir -- 125

A. Sorry, no, excuse me, let me finish.  My report deals 

exactly with events, and the evidence that was in the file 

was going to my Director of Public Prosecutions who at that 

time was a very senior lawyer, known as Sir Barry Shaw, and 

we do not include in that file, the report, anything other 

than pure evidence.  We made brief extraneous matters which 

you are now referring to as what is missing from my 

statement.  And I have to say that again, I have no reason 

to say other than if you feel it's inadequate, then I am 

sorry about that, Mr. Chairman. 

Q. But, sir, I have heard your evidence about why you didn't 126
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include this information in your statement, and if that is 

the case -- or, sorry, in your reports, and if that is the 

case and you didn't include this information in your 

reports because you felt that it was sensitive information, 

did you generate any other documents for your superiors 

containing this information which you could know for 

certain wouldn't end up with the guards? 

A. Yes, yes, Mr. Chairman.  The log.  The log -- 

Q. I am going to move onto the log in a second, sir.  Sorry, I 127

have to stop you there.  

A. The log was a debrief of people who were doing 

investigations on a daily, hourly basis, who came back 

three times a day.  We started in the morning, we had a 

meeting at lunchtime and we had a meeting in the evening 

time, and the log was a reasonably accurate account of what 

had taken place during the preceding hours that these 

people were out on inquiries looking into the murders at 

Warrenpoint and, as I say again, the death of Mr. Hudson. 

Q. Sir, I am going to move onto the log in a moment.  I just 128

want to know why, if you didn't include this important 

information in your reports to your superiors about my 

client, Detective Sergeant Corrigan, you didn't generate a 

separate document or documents containing these allegations 

for upward dissemination within the RUC, that's what I am 

asking you about.  I am not asking you about the logs.  I 

will move onto the logs in a moment.  Why didn't you 

generate a document containing these allegations for your 

superiors? 

A. You obviously weren't listening to me, learned counsel, if 

I may draw the Chairman's -- I am getting slightly tired, I 
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have to admit, and I want to continue because I don't want 

to be seen that I am suddenly cutting off here because I am 

under pressure.  I am under no pressure whatever.  What I 

want to say to you is this:  I have repeated it again and 

again, but to no avail.  What, Mr. Chairman, is in the file 

is evidence.  What is elsewhere is purely discussion and 

views and extraneous matters.  In relation to my Statement 

of Evidence, my Statement of Evidence is explained as a 

general bones on which, at this Tribunal, you are given the 

opportunity to put flesh on.  

MRS. LAVERTY:  Sir, if I might interrupt at this point in 

time.  We did agree, in the interests of this witness's 

health, that we would stop at 12, Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN:  Oh, it's now ten past 12, yes.  We are going to 

resume tomorrow, isn't that so?  

A. Mr. Chairman, I am at hospital tomorrow for a minor 

operation and next week I also have another hospital 

appointment, serious one as well, so it would have to be 

arranged sometime -- I would be happy to do another break 

here if it finishes this particular line of inquiry which I 

find seems to be like a dog chasing its tail but, as I say, 

I have said all that I can say, and I can't enlarge on it 

any further.  And I hope that the learned counsel doesn't 

take that as any insult, it's just that it is becoming 

rather repetitive and I am feeling the -- 

CHAIRMAN:  Very good.  How long would you like to break 

for?  
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A. I will carry on.  

CHAIRMAN:  Do you want to break for five minutes before you 

do?  

A. I think it would be better if you did let me -- 

Mr. Chairman, I am terribly sorry about this again.  

CHAIRMAN:  No, you needn't apologise.  If you would like to 

break for five minutes, of course we will do that. 

A. I am feeling the pinch slightly in that I have been at this 

-- as I say I have had a stroke and it does go over my head 

sometimes.  

CHAIRMAN:  Would you like to break for five minutes or ten 

minutes, which?  

A. I would love to.  And my solicitor here will speak to your 

counsel in the intervening period.  

CHAIRMAN:  Well, I'll rise then for five or ten minutes and 

we will continue then after that.  Thank you.  

A. Thank you very much indeed, Mr. Chairman.  

THE TRIBUNAL ADJOURNED AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS:

MRS. LAVERTY:  Chairman, I have checked with the witness 

and his solicitor, and I think that if the -- due to his 

health concerns and he is having a procedure tomorrow in 

hospital, he would be prepared to sit on for another 10 or 

15 minutes, but I think that -- I have checked with my 

colleague and his cross-examination is going to continue 
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for longer than that, so I think in all the circumstances, 

that we would cease -- that you would rise today and that 

this witness -- we wish him well in his medical procedures, 

and he will come back in another while when he has 

recovered from the present procedure, and by that stage we 

hope, then, to have resolved the other matters which he 

intends giving evidence on.  

CHAIRMAN:  That seems satisfactory.  I think Mr. Lehane 

mustn't be inhibited, he has to cross-examine, and I think 

that would be a satisfactory solution.

MR. DURACK:  I should make it clear of course that the 

allegations against the Gardaí of a failure to cooperate 

will of course be contested in cross-examination.  

CHAIRMAN:  Naturally, you will take your own line of 

cross-examination.  Very well, I want to say, then, to 

Witness 68, we are very grateful to you.  He obviously 

can't hear what I am saying -- 

A. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman, I can hear you.  

CHAIRMAN:  Oh, you can.  I appreciate very much your giving 

evidence today, and I appreciate you have to have these 

procedures tomorrow and later, but I look forward to 

hearing you again after some gap, and I am very grateful to 

you, the help that you have given us so far and that you'll 

continue to give.  Thank you very much, and good luck with 

all your medical procedures.  

A. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for your consideration 
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and forbearance, I am sorry that I had to cut it shorter 

than intended -- 

CHAIRMAN:  Don't be sorry at all. 

A.  -- but with the heat and the old stroke and all coming 

into play.  But as I say, it doesn't stop in the middle of 

anything, that we are going to start again when we come 

back.  But thank you again, Mr. Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, again, Witness 68.  Thank you.  Well 

that is that.  Who is our next witness then, Mrs. Laverty?  

MRS. LAVERTY:  The next witness will be tomorrow. 

CHAIRMAN:  There was another witness who -- 

MRS. LAVERTY:  Oh, yes, Chairman.  Our second witness today 

was a witness who regrettably passed away within the last 

few days, and I think under the circumstances, perhaps I 

could mention his name, I am sure you would wish to extend 

your condolences to the family.  

CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  

MRS. LAVERTY:  He was a Mr. Thomas Reid, who was a retired 

member of the RUC.  He was a predecessor to Superintendent 

Bob Buchanan, and he very kindly agreed to give evidence 

before this Tribunal in order to assist the Tribunal.  But, 

regrettably, very suddenly, he passed away.  Certainly on 

behalf of the legal team I'd like to express our sympathy 
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to his family. 

CHAIRMAN:  I'd like to express my sympathy to his family on 

his sad death and I am very grateful for the fact that he 

did, before he had died, that he had offered to come and 

assist the Tribunal, I am very grateful to him.  So, we'll 

leave it then until tomorrow morning at, is it again at ten 

o'clock or is it eleven tomorrow?  

MRS. LAVERTY:  Eleven, Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN:  Very good.  Eleven o'clock tomorrow.  Sorry, I 

was given this document, I think I better hand it back 

because it's very confidential.  

THE TRIBUNAL ADJOURNED UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY, WEDNESDAY,

29TH FEBRUARY, 2012, AT 11 A.M.
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