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Foreshore Section, 

Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 

Newtown Road,  

Wexford. 

Y35 AP90 

04 February 2020 

FS007029 Foreshore Licence Consultation Response from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council  

Dear

Thank you for providing the response from the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLRCC) to the recent consultation on 

Foreshore Licence application reference FS007029, dated 15 November 2019.  

DLRCC made a number of observations which are discussed in turn below.  

Observation 1: 

The environmental aspects identified by DLRCC in their submission have been considered within the supporting documentation that 

accompanied the Foreshore Licence application. 

Environmental Aspect 

Identified by DLRCC 

Where addressed within Foreshore Licence Application documents 

Intertidal and benthic 
communities (including 
designated reef features) 

Planning Report para 17.4 

Planning Report Annex E – AA Screening and Natura Impact Statement - Table 3 includes the list of 

SACs considered in the screening exercise; Section 5 Natura Impact Statement considers the effects 

of the proposed survey on the South Dublin Bay SAC, North Dublin Bay cSAC and Rockabill to Dalkey 

SAC.  

Based on the assessment of the proposed survey activities alone and in combination with other 

projects and plans, including the implementation of mitigation measures, it can be concluded that no 

adverse effects on the site’s integrity will arise, in view of the site’s conservation objectives. 

Protected Sites (Natura 
2000 and proposed 
National Heritage Areas 
(pNHAs)) 

The proposed surveys will not have a direct impact upon the pNHA  001206, Dalkey Coastal Zone and 

Killiney Hill, which is outside the footprint of the works. The proposed surveys are not anticipated to 

impact upon marine species and habitats nor on breeding or autumn and winter roosting birds which 

are identified in the Site Synopsis.  
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Environmental Aspect 

Identified by DLRCC 

Where addressed within Foreshore Licence Application documents 

pNHA 00210, South Dublin Bay and 000714, Bray Head now SACs and are considered in Planning 

Report Annex E. 

Protected Habitats and 
Species 

Consideration of protected habitats and species is presented in Planning report section 17 and 

Annex E. 

UNESCO Biosphere Core zones are coincident with Natura 2000 sites.   

Fish and fish spawning 
areas 

Planning Report section 13.  

Birds (including marine, 
summer and wintering 
bird species and their 
foraging/roosting areas) 

Planning Report section 17 and Annex E 

Marine mammals Planning Report section 17 and Annex E 

Archaeology Planning Report section 16 and Annex D 

Marine Activity Planning Report sections 12 and 13 

Recreational Resource Planning report section 12 

Waste Management Planning report section 11 

 

Observations 2 and 3:  

DLRCC identify a number of Natura 2000 sites within, or close to, the boundary of the proposed Foreshore Licence area. These 

include: 

Site code  Name  

000210  South Dublin Bay SAC  

003000  Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC  

004024  South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA  

004172  Dalkey Islands SPA  

 

The Appropriate Assessment Screening process undertaken for the proposed works concluded that no significant effects on Dalkey 

Islands SPA were likely. This site is located 1.2km from the proposed survey boundary at its closest point. There is regular boat traffic 

in the vicinity of the SPA and the introduction of survey activity of short duration would have negligible effect and the site was 

consequently screened out at this stage. The remaining sites listed above were all carried forward into Stage 2 Appropriate 

Assessment. With the mitigation measures set out in Annex E to the Planning report no adverse effects on the integrity of the Natura 

2000 sites are anticipated.  
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DAHG, 2014, Guidance to Manage the Risk to Marine Mammals from Man-made Sound in Irish Waters will be followed which 

includes provision of qualified Marine Mammal Observer to implement the proposed mitigations. Additional mitigation 

commitments have also been made as set out in Annex E to the Planning Report. innogy would be willing to provide reports 

regarding the implementation of the mitigation measures to the relevant body if this is considered necessary. 

Observation 4: 

innogy have identified, through desk-based studies and consultation activities, a number of cetacean and bird survey reports and 

data sources of relevance to the area of the Kish and Bray Banks. As part of our general development activities for the Dublin Array 

project we will continue to engage with DLRCC and welcome their offer of continued engagement.  

Observation 5: 

innogy confirm they will check the location of all underground assets in the inter-tidal and sub-tidal area prior to undertaking any 

intrusive works which may interact upon such assets. Measures will be put in place to protect, maintain and avoid damage to existing 

services encountered in the survey area or likely affected by the surveys, including liaison with all relevant utility providers (including 

DLRCC)  in advance of the surveys and compliance with all utility recommendations and advice concerning survey locations adjacent 

to or with existing services. 

Observation 6: 

innogy are aware of the land use zonings in the area of the possible landfall locations at Shanganagh Cliffs and Shanganagh Park and 

of the Specific Local Objective 93 regarding the S2S Promenade and Cycleway. The proposed survey activities which are the subject 

of the current Foreshore Licence application will not impact upon the zoning or development objectives in these areas. We look 

forward to continuing discussion with DLRCC regarding the potential landfall and onshore transmission infrastructure which will form 

part of the proposed offshore wind farm development consent in due course. 

We would also like to thank DLRCC for providing their detailed response and for their support for initiatives which facilitate the 

development of offshore wind. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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26 May 2020 

Foreshore Licence Consultation Response from the Development Application Unit (Archaeology) Ref M00088/2019 

Dear 

Thank you for providing the response from the Development Application Unit (DAU) of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht (DCHG), dated 25 November 2019.  

We welcome the submission from the DCHG which sets out its heritage related observations/recommendation.  We note that the 

DCHG have no objection in principle to the Foreshore Licence being granted and have recommended that a number of conditions be 

attached, subject to your Department being mindful to grant the licence. 

The DCHG have recommended a number of mitigation measures with which we agree in principle. We believe that the specific 

mitigations proposed by DCHG will be captured by the inclusion of the following conditions, 

1. ‘The proposed marine geophysical surveys should be licenced under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014. The 

intertidal geotechnical surveys should be accompanied by a hand-held metal detection survey which should also be 

licenced under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014.  

2. A 100m exclusion zone shall be established around the furthest known extent of all known wrecks with the exception of 

wreck site at 53 16.200N, 05 56.500W where an exclusion zone of 300m shall be established. The Licensee shall inform the 

National Monuments Service of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in the event that proposed works 

shall impinge on such exclusion zones.  

3. The Licensee shall ensure that all available geophysical data for metocean monitoring equipment locations shall be 

assessed by a suitably qualified archaeologist to ensure that the proposed works do not negatively impact on locations 

where there is known or potential archaeology.  

4. The Licensee shall ensure that the geophysical surveys are carried out in advance of the marine and intertidal geotechnical 

works (cone penetration tests, vibrocores and boreholes) taking place. The geophysical data for all proposed geotechnical 
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investigation locations shall be assessed by a suitably qualified archaeologist to ensure that the proposed works do not 

negatively impact on locations where there is known or potential archaeology.  

5. A report summarising the archaeological assessment of the geophysical data, including detailed charts showing the 

location of the magnetic anomalies, the wreck sites and the sidescan sonar anomalies (debris etc) and their associated 

exclusion zones in relation to the proposed investigation works shall be forwarded to the National Monuments Service of 

the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht for review prior to the commencement of each of the following 

licenced activities, 

 marine geotechnical works,  

 deployment of metocean monitoring equipment, and  

 inter-tidal geotechnical works. 

6. Where archaeological material/features are shown to be present, preservation in situ, avoidance, preservation by record 

(archaeological excavation) or archaeological monitoring may be required. The Licensee shall be prepared to be advised by 

the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in this regard. 

7. The results of the geotechnical investigations should be assessed by a suitably qualified archaeologist and this assessment 

should form part of the overall archaeological assessment of any proposed windfarm development.’ 

Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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