




Route Corridor and Proposed Wind Farm Area as shown on Drawing No. 002, Development 

Mapò,  

 Geotechnical survey ï involving cone penetration testing as well as vibrocoring, drilling of 

boreholes, the collection of grab samples and excavation of trial pits in the intertidal area at 

potential cable landfall locations. Details of the equipment to be used and the survey locations are 

set out in the document entitled ñSite Investigation Schedule of Worksò submitted by the 

applicant. The proposed survey area and indicative sampling sites are shown in Drawing No. 003, 

ñSI Survey Mapò submitted by the applicant. The location and number of sampling sites shown in 

Drawing No. 003, ñSI Survey Mapò are indicative only and the exact number and locations will 

only be determined after the completion of the Geophysical Survey and analysis of the data 

collected. In the case of the boreholes a total of 69 indicative sites have been identified but only 

20 boreholes will be executed, in the case of cone penetration testing a total of 69 indicative sites 

have been identified but only 30 will be executed while in the case of vibrocores and grab 

samples a total of 69 indicative sites have been identified but only 40 will be executed.  

 Environmental / Ecological Surveys ï to include subtidal and intertidal benthic ecology, 

marine mammals, birds, fisheries and water quality. Benthic samples will be collected using a 

range of standard sampling methods including cores, grabs and dredges as well as Sediment 

Profile Imagery, Drop down video, scuba / dive survey.  

 



 

The exact method used will depend on sediment type, habitat type and depth and sample 

locations will be based in part from the marine surveys and will be randomised across the area 

based on sediment type and depth. Up to 100 locations may be sampled. Marine 

Mammals/Reptiles & Seabirds will be surveyed using a combination of monthly Vantage Point 

Surveys from representative number of landfall sites, monthly boat-based surveys and 

breeding/migration bird surveys  

 Metocean monitoring - It is also intended to deploy of wind, wave and current measuring 

devices (LIDAR buoy and ADCPs) as well devices for the acoustic monitoring of marine 

mammals (CPODs) in the survey area. The proposed location for the deployment of these devices 

is shown in Drawing No. 004, ñMetocean and Acoustic Survey Mapò. Details of the equipment to 

be used and the survey locations are set out in the document entitled ñSite Investigation Schedule 

of Worksò submitted by the applicant  

 

The following provisional work programme is proposed by the applicant:  

 Geophysical Surveys ï Spring/Summer 2020 - 4 month duration  

 Preliminary Geotechnical Surveys ï Summer/Autumn 2020 -2 month duration with completion 

of the surveys in Spring/Summer 2021 - 4 ï 5 months  

 Ecological Surveys ïWinter 2019 (2 years duration, seasonal)  

 Wind resource monitoring ï On award of Foreshore Licence - minimum duration of 12 months 

and maximum duration of 36 months)  

 Oceanographic monitoring - Spring/Summer 2020 - up to 2 years duration.  

 

There will be impacts on the seabed resulting from the Geotechnical surveys involving cone 

penetration testing vibrocoring, drilling of boreholes, and collection of grab samples and 

excavation of trial pits. Given the number of sampling sites proposed and the nature and sacle of 

the sampling method proposed, significant impact on the seabed, including species and habitats, 

are not considered likely. Depending on the type and size of grab sampler used, volumes of 

sediment recovered per grab will range from between 0.003 ï 0.015m3. Depending on the type 

and size of core sampler used, volumes of sediment recovered per core will range from between 

0.02 ï 0.1m3 while each borehole will have a footprint of 0.018m3.  

There is 1 licenced aquaculture site (T32/27) within the proposed site investigation area on the 

Foreshore. Collection of seabed samples within this licenced site is not proposed and therefore 

significant impacts on the aquaculture activity at this licenced site are not considered likely. 

Notwithstanding this, it is recommended that no survey activity be permitted within the 

boundaries of the licenced aquaculture site (T32/27), unless otherwise agreed with the 

Aquaculture Licence holder, and that this should be a specific condition of any licence that may 

be granted.  

The exact locations of the proposed excavation of trial pits in the intertidal area have not been 

identified. Trial pits are typically excavated, and subsequently backfilled, within a single tidal 

cycle with typically non-significant impacts. However, in the absence of specific information on 

the number and location of the proposed trial pits sites it is not possible at this point to comment 

further and additional information on this element of the proposed project is  







A copy of the original data/traces as well as the interpreted results of the geophysics should be 

sent to the Underwater Archaeological Unit of DCHG. Further archaeological mitigation may be 

required once the data has been reviewed by DCHG.  

Section 2(2) of the 1987 (Amend.) National Monuments Act states that it is prohibited to use, 

without the consent of the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, any detection devices 

in any place ófor the purpose of searching for archaeological objectsô. It is therefore necessary 

for any geophysical survey to be licenced by Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 

Application forms are available from the licensing section of Department of Culture, Heritage 

and the Gaeltacht, Custom House, Dublin 1.  

- It should be noted that all sites should be dealt with on an individual basis. As such each site 

will have its own specific requirements. Therefore a method statement should be attached to the 

application when applying for the survey licence. A copy of this method statement should also be 

forwarded to the office of the Underwater Archaeological Unit so that the proposed methods are 

in line with the necessary requirements.  

All results of such surveys must be forwarded to the underwater Archaeological Unit of 

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, in advance of any development taking place.  

Vessels should not travel faster than 4-5 knots when carrying out surveys. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION  
The site investigations proposed is to supplement the data available for the project design and to 

provide additional information concerning the prevailing baseline environmental conditions.  

The principal objectives of the surveys are:  

Å Geophysical to include for example magnetometer survey, multi-beam echo sounder, side scan 

sonar, sub-bottom profiler (sparker/boomer)  

Å Geotechnical investigations to include for example grab sampling, cone penetration testing (CPT) 

and vibrocores.  

Å Archaeological assessment to include assessment of archaeological significance of identified targets, 

identification and assessment of metallic and other targets recorded during marine survey.  

Å Ecological surveys to include benthic ecology, intertidal ecology, mammals and birds, fisheries, 

water quality  

Å Oceanographic and meteorological surveys to include for example ADCP, AWAC, wind 

measurement device, metocean buoy  

The óSchedule of Worksô included Appendix 2 of the application outlines in more details the Site 

Investigation works proposed.  

The works are proposed to take up to 3 years with indicative dates as follows:  

1. Geophysical Surveys (including Archaeology) ï Spring/Summer 2020 (4 month campaign) 2. 

Preliminary Geotechnical Surveys ï Summer/Autumn 2020 (2 months)  

3. Completion Campaign ï Spring/Summer 2021 (4 ï 5 months)  

4. Ecological Surveys ï Winter 2019 (2 years duration, seasonal)  

5. Wind resource monitoring ï On award of Foreshore Licence Q1 2020 (Min 12 months, Max 36 

months)  

6. Oceanographic monitoring - Spring/Summer 2020 (period of up to 24 months  

 

Any Licence issued should have a five year duration to ensure all SI works can be completed in 

the lifetime of the licence.  

 

NAVIGATION  
When the survey works/investigations are scheduled the applicant must arrange for the publication of 

Local Marine Notices giving a general description of the operations and approximate dates for 

commencement and completion. The Mariner Notice will be prepared to ensure that other foreshore 

users are made aware of the operations. All vessels taking part in the survey/investigation works must 

comply with full certification requirements.  

The survey work will be of a temporary nature, there will be a temporary deployment of wind and 

current measuring buoys. These buoys must comply with standard navigational safety requirements 

with regard to lighting, positioning and mooring. The impact on marine traffic will be minimal and 

will be over a very limited period. The proposed works will cause minimal disruption to marine users.  

LICENCE MAP  

 

The site for all of the proposed survey works are shown on Drawing 001 Rev4 entitled ñForeshore 

License Mapò dated 29/07/2020 attached to the application. This map should be attached to any 

licence issued. The SI area covered by this application extends to 104,600Ha.  




