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1 REGISTRATION 

 

1.1 Do I need to register with the Department?  

 

Yes, if you want to continue trading in live animals, products of animal origin (including fish) 

and plant origin, the operator responsible for the consignment must register with the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM), in order to access our online 

import platform and submit the documentation required by EU legislation for import 

consignments from a non-EU country.  Further details are available on the DAFM website. 

 

1.2 Do I need to register with anyone else? 

 

Yes, you will need an Economic Operators Registration and Identification (EORI) number 

from Revenue. Please see the Revenue website 

 

For imports of foods of non-animal origin and some food contact materials, you may need 

to register with/notify the Environmental Health Service (EHS) of the Health Service 

Executive (HSE).  Some examples of these products include things rice, spices, peppers and 

some composite products.  These are not products of interest to DAFM - HSE - information 

on import controls.  The HSE can be contacted at importcontrolsdublin@hse.ie (01) 9212851 

for Dublin Port and for Rosslare Port  at importcontrolsrosslare@hse.ie or (053) 9114395 or 

(087) 101 4865.   

2 IMPORT CONTROLS AND THEIR PRACTICAL IMPACT 

 

2.1 Why bother worrying about import controls as a deal has been agreed?  

 

Agreeing the Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA) between the EU and the UK was 

incredibly important, because without it, there would have been tariffs and quotas on trade 

between Ireland (the EU) and Great Britain.  However, despite the agreement of the TCA 

between the EU and the UK, things have changed for our agri-food industry. This is 

particularly so for importers and exporters of agri-food products, who now have to comply 

with customs and regulatory requirements. There are now checks and controls on agri-food 

imports. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6d8a1-registration/#how-to-register-with-the-department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine
https://www.revenue.ie/en/online-services/services/common/register-for-an-eori-number.aspx
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/environ/prepare-for-brexit/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/1/environ/prepare-for-brexit/
mailto:importcontrolsdublin@hse.ie
mailto:importcontrolsrosslare@hse.ie
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2.2 What are EU import controls on foods? 

 

Import controls are carried out on live animals, plants and products of animal or plant origin 

entering the EU market from third countries (non-EU countries). They are carried out at the 

point of entry (a Border Control Post) into an EU member state. Import controls are a legal 

requirement of EU food law & EU Single Market rules that help to ensure food safety and 

consumer protection.  

 

2.3 Why do we have these controls? 

 

These controls, also known as Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) controls, are required under 

EU regulations for the import of food and feed from non-EU countries (third countries). 

They are applied for the protection of human, plant and animal health and ecosystems.  

While not all food is subject to controls, some common examples of products that are, 

include: meat, dairy products, fish, many fruit and vegetables, composite products (e.g. 

pepperoni pizza, ham and mushroom quiche, beef lasagne, chicken salad wrap etc.) and 

second-hand agricultural machinery.  

 

2.4 You never had to do controls on products from Great Britain before – why now?  

 

These are not new rules, they have applied to imports from Third countries (those outside 

the EU) such as China, the USA, South Africa and Japan since the foundation of the Single 

Market in 1993. The fact that they apply to imports from Great Britain is new and is because 

the UK has chosen to leave the EU and the Single market and these rules for the protection 

of the Single Market apply to imports from third countries.   

 

2.5 What do the controls involve? 

 

• Documentary checks on 100% of consignments subject to SPS checks. These are 

started prior to the consignment arriving at the Border Control Post and may be 

completed for certain products (plants and plant products) before the arrival of the 

products into the country. (This is why the Department looks for the documents 24 

hours in arrival of the consignment) 

 

• Identity checks on 100% of consignments of live animals and Products of Animal 

Origin (POAO). For plant and plant products these are completed where required in 

conjunction with physical checks. 

 

• Physical checks the rates vary depending on the commodity and the risk that the 

product could pose to human, animal or plant health, e.g. for live animals the rate is 

100%, for most Products of Animal Origin for human consumption it is between 15% 

and 30% and for plants and plant products it ranges from 1% to 100%.  
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2.6 Will my imports be subject to a physical inspection? 

 

That depends on the product involved. On the plant products side, all plants for planting are 

subject to a 100% physical check. All other regulated plant products are subject to identity & 

physical checks in the 1% to 100% range on a risk basis. For products of animal origin 

(POAO) the rates vary from 100% for live animals, to 30% for poultry, to 15% for dairy 

products and to 1% for hay and straw according to the EU regulations.   

 

2.7 How long will my inspection take? 

 

The Department will be working to ensure that inspection times are kept to the minimum 

necessary, but there will be delays compared to the seamless trading arrangements that 

previously applied when the UK was a member of the EU. The length of time taken for 

inspections will vary depending on whether the business operator has submitted the health 

certificates in advance; the commodity type and how it is presented. If an official seal has 

been applied to the truck, the identity check will consist of a simple seal check. If a seal has 

not been applied, the identity check will require the consignment to be unloaded and the 

identification of the individual boxes or packages to be checked. The length of time will also 

depend on how many consignments are on a specific truck, how they are packed and on 

how well the accompanying documentation has been completed. If there are administrative 

errors, there will be longer delays. 

 

2.8 Will there be delays at the ports?  

 

The Government’s approach is driven by the twin objectives of ensuring that trade can flow 

freely through the ports and airports while maintaining food safety, public health and the 

integrity of the single market. Therefore, some amount of delay is inevitable because the UK 

has left the EU, the Customs Union and the Single market. Therefore Customs checks (which 

are done by Revenue) will apply and regulatory checks such as the SPS controls apply on 

agri-food trade coming from the UK excluding Northern Ireland i.e. from Great Britain. 

Frictionless trade no longer applies as it did when the UK was a member of the EU.  

 

2.9 What steps should be taken to avoid delays and expedite decisions? 

 

All persons responsible for the importation of consignments of live animals and PAO must 

notify the Department a minimum of 24 hours in advance of shipping by using the online 

DAFM portal and submitting a Common Health Entry Document (CHED) through TRACES NT. 

Detailed information for registration and use of TRACES NT are presented here. 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/service/046a44-register-with-traces/
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2.10 What is a Health Certificate and what is a Common Health Entry Document (CHED)? 

 

A Health certificate is not the same thing as a Common Health Entry Document (CHED). A 

veterinary health certificate is a document that is issued by an official veterinarian from the 

competent authority of the exporting country. It must accompany live animals and 

consignments of Products of Animal Origin (POAO). A plant health certificate, or 

phytosanitary certificate, is for plants and plant products and should be signed by a plant 

health inspector.  

 

A CHED needs to be submitted into the EU TRACES system for imports from third countries. 

There are various types of CHEDs including the following:  

o CHED P - Common Health Entry Document for animal products  

o CHED A - Common Health Entry Document for live animals 

o CHED-D - Common Health Entry Document for consignments of food and 

feed of non-animal origin 

o CHED PP - Common Health Entry Document for plants and plant products 

 

2.11 What is TRACES/TRACES NT/TRACES Classic? 

 

TRACES is the EU Trade Control and Expert System and it is used for importing SPS products 

from third countries.  TRACES Classic is the older version of the system which is being 

replaced by TRACES NT (TRACES New Technology). A webinar on using TRACES is available 

here  

 

2.12 Where are the Border Control Posts (BCPs) in Ireland?  

 

Dublin Port, Rosslare, Dublin Airport and Shannon Airport are the BCPs in Ireland. There are 

also other ports where different products, in particular bulk consignments of wood 

products, can be brought in.  A BCP has to be approved for the particular commodity that 

you are importing, whether that is live animals, packed or unpacked products, products of 

animal origin or plant products.  A full list of BCPs is available here. 

 

2.13 Who is the Operator Responsible for the Consignment? 

 

The Operator Responsible for the consignment is the person who will be in charge of the 

paperwork and the documents that will have to accompany the imported consignments. 

They could be the importer, an agent acting on behalf of the importer or someone else 

taking on the responsibility for the consignments. Department officials will be working in 

Dublin Port on a 24/7 basis, so it is important that the operator responsible for the 

consignment is contactable should the need arise, for example if queries arise in relation to 

the documents submitted.     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OM08fBefv2o&list=PLDJeTLwBCHdpAwDytDS8dCsff8CepqxlJ&index=7
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/0e2bb-import-of-animals-and-animal-products-designated-border-control-posts/?referrer=http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/importofanimalsandanimalproducts/designatedbordercontrolposts/
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2.14 Are there fees for Import Controls? 

 

There are fees, as set out in Annex IV of the EU Official Controls Regulation EU 2017/625. 

Details are available here.  They apply to imports from third countries such as the USA, 

China and Thailand. As the UK is a third country, they will apply to imports from the UK 

(excluding Northern Ireland) too.    

 

2.15 Who pays the fees and how do they pay them? 

 

The importer or the Operator Responsible for the Consignment pays the fees to the 

Department. DAFM will continue to issue invoices on a monthly basis, to nominated 

representatives, as has been the procedure heretofore. These will be paid electronically.   

 

2.16 How do I know if my imported product is subject to controls? 

 

This is officially determined by the product’s CN code and the various EU regulations. 

However you can contact brexitcall@agriculture.gov.ie or phone (076 106 4443) with any 

queries. The email address and phone number are monitored and answered from 8am to 

7pm from Monday to Friday.      

 

2.17 What is a CN code and where can I find the correct CN code for my product? 

 

CN stands for combined nomenclature.  It is the common nomenclature (system of names of 

terms) of the EU and is an 8-digit product classification of goods in export declarations to 

meet the requirements of the Common Customs Tariff and the EU’s external trade statistics.  

Further information on CN codes is available from Revenue here. 

 

2.18 What is a composite product?  

 

Simply put a composite product is a food that contains both processed products of animal 

origin and products of plant origin. These can include commonly consumed consumer food 

products or ready meals. For example:  a pepperoni pizza, ham and mushroom quiche, beef 

lasagne, chicken salad wrap etc. More details on composite products can be found here 

 

2.19 What controls apply to products of animal origin being imported from Great Britain? 

 

Products of animal origin (POAO) imported from the UK (excluding Northern Ireland) will 

have to undergo SPS controls at an approved BCP at the point of entry into Ireland.  

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R0625&from=EN
mailto:brexitcall@agriculture.gov.ie
https://www.revenue.ie/en/customs-traders-and-agents/importing-and-exporting/classification/index.aspx
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/9099e-importing-composite-food-products/#:~:text=Legislation-,What%20is%20a%20composite%20product%3F,production%20of%20the%20final%20product.
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POAO coming from the UK must be accompanied at the BCP by a valid original veterinary 

health certificate issued by an official of veterinary competent authority from UK. 

 

The lists of the POAO imported from Third Countries that require veterinary checks are 

published in Annex I to Commission Regulation (EU) 2019/2007. Detailed information about 

import requirements, import checks and specific models of health certificates for various 

POAO can be found here. 

3 Fisheries and Seafood 
 

3.1 What controls will apply to imports of seafood products from Great Britain?  

 

Fish and fisheries products are considered Products of Animal Origin (POAO) and are subject 

to the various controls that apply to all POAO.  Annex I to Commission Decision 

2007/275/EC (as amended) outlines the scope of seafood products imported from third 

countries that require veterinary checks. 

 

3.2 What is a catch certificate and when/ how/ to whom do I submit them?  

 

Wild caught fish and wild caught fish products are also subject to Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) fishing controls in tandem with SPS controls.  Therefore, they require 

catch certificates. The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) has responsibility for 

implementing these controls for Ireland and examining catch certificates to see whether 

they are correct.  They should be submitted to the Department of Agriculture, 24 hours in 

advance of arrival of the consignment, in the same way as other import control 

documentation i.e. via the online DAFM portal. 

 

3.3 What are the locations for direct landings of fresh fish from third countries? 

  

Castletownbere and Killybegs are the two ports authorised for direct landings of fresh fish 

from any third country fishing vessels. However, in addition to those two ports, five 

additional Irish ports for UK registered Northern Ireland vessel landings are being 

designated and should be operational for such purposes from 1st February 2021. These 

additional five ports are: Ros a Mhíl, Howth, Greencastle, Rathmullen and 

Burtonport. Further details are available here 

 

 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/9b0ef-trading-in-animals-and-animal-products/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32007D0275&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32007D0275&from=EN
https://www.sfpa.ie/What-We-Do/Trade-Market-Access-Support/Brexit-Information
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/9985f-minister-mcconalogue-designates-seven-irish-ports-for-uk-registered-northern-ireland-vessel-landings/
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4 Exports, Export Certification and Northern Ireland 

 

4.1 What about my food exports to Great Britain?  

 

Irish businesses wishing to sell any food product in Great Britain will need to adhere to the 

rules and requirements for exporting outside the EU, as well as to UK import requirements. 

The UK Government has published its Border Operating Model, outlining their plans for the 

introduction of border controls on exports to Great Britain from the EU in three phases, 

from 1 January 2021, 1 April 2021 and July 2021. 

 

From 1 January 2021 

o Live animals including equines, hatching eggs, and germinal products must be 

pre-notified to UK authorities on IPAFFS system (UK equivalent to TRACES) and 

accompanied by export health certificates. 

o Marine-caught fish and fishery products must be accompanied by IUU Catch 

Certificates. 

o High priority plants and plant products must be accompanied by a 

phytosanitary certificate and pre-notified to UK authorities and will be subject 

to documentary, identity and physical inspections. 

 

From 1 April 2021 

o All consignments of products of animal origin, including fish products, must be: 

▪ Accompanied by an export health certificate; 

▪ Pre-notified to UK authorities on the UK IPAFFS system. 

 

4.2 What about Northern Ireland and bringing animals/food across the Border in either 

direction? 

 

Under the terms of the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland separate arrangements 

apply on the island of Ireland.  This means that no new checks or controls will apply to 

goods moving between Ireland and Northern Ireland in either direction.   

 

While the UK was still a member of the EU and before the end of the transition period, some 

limited checks took place, for example, in relation to live animals, such as sheep, cattle and 

pigs crossing the border in one direction or another.  These checks will continue. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-operating-model
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5 Pets and Horses 

 

5.1 What are the requirements for pets entering Ireland from GB? 

 

Each pet travelling from GB to Ireland, including Irish pets returning from GB must: 

• have been microchipped (pets may be tattooed instead of microchipped, only if 

tattoo was applied before 3rd July 2011);  

• have been vaccinated against rabies by a vet;  

• have either an EU pet passport or an EU health cert, which is issued by an official vet 

in GB.  

• have been treated against tapeworm by a GB based veterinary practitioner 1 to 5 

days before arrival in Ireland. This treatment may be entered into the Irish pet 

passport by a UK vet.  

 

5.2 What are the requirements for pets entering Ireland from Northern Ireland? 

 

The requirements for pet travel to and from Northern Ireland will remain the same as they 

were prior to 1 January 2021. 

 

5.3 What are the requirements for pets entering Great Britain from Ireland? 

 

The UK Government has indicated that rules for entry into Great Britain with a pet dog, cat 

or ferret will not change after 1 January 2021, i.e. the pet must: 

o have been microchipped. 

o have been vaccinated against rabies.  

o have either an EU-issued pet passport or an animal health certificate signed 

by an Official Veterinarian in Ireland.  

 

5.4 Is my UK pet passport valid to move my pet into a Member State from 1 January 2021? 

 

Pet passports issued in Great Britain will no longer be valid for movements into the EU. 

If the pet does not have a pet passport issued by an EU Member State or Northern 

Ireland, a health certificate will be needed to enter the EU.  

 

5.5 Where can I enter Ireland with my pet when travelling from GB after 1 January 2021? 

 

Pets may only enter Ireland through certain Travellers’ Points of Entry: Dublin Port, 

Rosslare Port, Port of Cork (Ringaskiddy), Shannon Airport, Cork Airport and Dublin Airport. 
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5.6 What has changed for the movement of horses & equines? 

 

From 1 January 2021 the Tripartite Agreement between Ireland, France and the UK, under 

which registered high health equine animals moved freely between Ireland, UK and France 

without the need to pre-notify authorities in either territory or provide animal health 

certification, no longer applies to Great Britain (GB).  

 

Each equine exported from the EU, including Ireland, to Great Britain will require an Export 

Health Certificate (EHC) signed by an Official Veterinarian and must be moved in accordance 

with Customs procedures. One certificate will be required for every horse. This will be 

issued by the Department’s Regional Veterinary Offices (RVO), who require a minimum of 5 

days-notice. From 1 January to 30 June 2021, animals may enter Great Britain via any point 

of entry.  From 1 July 2021, animals must enter Great Britain via a Border Control Post (BCP). 

 

Equines moving from Great Britain to Ireland must be moved in accordance with Customs 

procedures and be accompanied by an identification document and a completed Export 

Health Certificate issued by the UK authorities. They may only enter Ireland via one of the 

following Border Control Posts (BCP): Dublin Airport, Shannon Airport, Dublin Port and 

Rosslare Port. Further information is available here  

 

5.7 What controls will apply to the import of horses (and other live animals) from the UK? 

 

Horses (and other live animals) imported from the UK (excluding Northern Ireland) will have 

to undergo SPS controls at an approved BCP at the point of entry into Ireland. 

 

Live animals coming from the UK must be accompanied at the BCP by a valid original 

veterinary health certificate issued by an official of veterinary competent authority from UK. 

The lists of the live animals imported from Third Countries that require veterinary checks 

are published in Annex I to Commission Regulation (EU) 2019/2007 

 

 

5.8 What has changed for Animal Transporters and Certificates of Competence? 

 

From 1 January 2021, UK issued transporter authorisations, including Certificates of 

Competency and vehicle approvals are no longer valid in the EU. EU issued transporter 

authorisations, including Certificates of Competency and vehicle approvals are no longer 

valid in the UK. UK and EU issued transporter authorisations, Certificates of Competency and 

Vehicle Approvals remain valid in Northern Ireland.  

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/72c8d-trading-in-animals-and-animal-products/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R2007&qid=1604937318981
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Therefore, for transport of live animals to Great Britain, or through it to another EU Member 

State, two sets of the following documents will be required (one set issued by GB, the other 

issued by an EU Member State e.g. Ireland) 

o Transporter authorisation 

o Driver certificate of competence 

o Vehicle approval 

o Journey Log (one approved by UK, the other by an EU Member State) – 

Journey Log applications must be submitted to DAFM and UK authorities at 

least two working days before journey. 

Transporters with UK approvals who wish to continue to operate in the EU will have to apply 

to an EU Member State for authorisation. To apply for an authorisation, a transporter will 

need to be established in the EU.  See here for details. 

 

Those with EU approvals who wish to continue to operate in the UK will have to apply to the 

UK Authorities for approval. Further information on how to apply is available by contacting 

CITCarlisle@apha.gov.uk 

6 OTHER AREAS 

 

6.1 What about Wood Packaging Material and International Standard (ISPM 15) standards? 

 

This aims to prevent the international transport and spread of disease and insects that could 

negatively affect plants or ecosystems. Wood Packaging Material (WPM) including pallets, 

crates, dunnage and packaging associated with all categories of goods imported from Third 

Countries is required to meet ISPM 15 standards (International Standards for Phytosanitary 

Measures). This applies regardless of the product that you are importing. Compliant wood 

packaging material has been heat treated (or had other equivalent treatment) and bears the 

ISPM 15 stamp mark.  

 

6.2 Will there be changes in relation to organic products? 

 

Reciprocal recognition of equivalence of the current EU and UK organic legislation and 

control system was agreed, for all categories of organic products, as part of the Trade and 

Cooperation Agreement (TCA).  Therefore, organic products complying with EU law and 

certified by control bodies recognised by the EU will be accepted on the UK market and vice 

versa. New EU rules for organic products will apply from January 2022, and equivalence will 

be reassessed by end of 2023.  

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f7279-transport-of-live-animals/
mailto:CITCarlisle@apha.gov.uk
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The following six UK Organic Certification Bodies (OCBs) are eligible to certify UK goods 

exported to the EU as ‘organic’ from January 2021.  

o Soil Association  

o Organic Food Federation 

o Biodynamic Association  

o Organic Farmers & Growers (Scotland) Ltd  

o Organic Farmers & Growers C. I. C.  

o Quality Welsh  

Further details are available here 

 

Brexit Division 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

24 January 2021 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/79499-organics-circular-2-of-2020/

