
VETERINARY MEDICINES  

RESPONSIBILITIES OF VETERINARY PRACTITIONER 

The purpose of this information note is to act as a guidance document in relation to the 

responsibilities of private veterinary practitioners concerning the use of veterinary 

medicines in horses. 

Equines benefit from certain exceptional provisions under EU and national medicines 

legislation (Directive 2001/82 and SI 786/2007).  Since the effectiveness of these 

arrangements, particularly in terms of public health protection, hinge on the equine 

passport system, it is critical that veterinary practitioners adhere fully to the provisions of 

Article 20 of Regulation 504/2008 and SI 786/2007. 

 

 

There are two main questions that a vet intending to treat a horse with a veterinary 

medicine must ask 

Q. 1Is the Horse chipped and does it have a passport with markings? 

Regulation 18(3)(d) states that a veterinary practitioner must complete at the time of 

administering or prescribing a record detailing, inter alia, the date, the animal ID, the 

number of animals treated, owners detail, diagnosis, med used and dosage etc.  In order to 

comply with this requirement, the first thing that the vet must do is ensure that the animal 

is properly identified prior to commencing treatment.  Veterinary practitioners must insist 

that unidentified animals have marking and chipping carried out before administering any 

medicines.  Where a horse is presented without a passport, please see Section? Below. 

Q. 2 Is the horse food or non-food? 

In accordance with Commission Regulation 504/2008, horses can be declared as not 

intended for human consumption (non-food-producing horse) by completing Part II of 

Section IX of the horse passport. Horses are always considered food producing animals, 

unless Part II of  SectionIX ) has been completed. 

Veterinary practitioners should be aware that they are obliged to ascertain the status of the 

animal as food or non-food before commencing treatment as this will determines what 

products can be administered to the animal and therefore consideration must be taken of 

what medicines may be used.. 

In relation to the administration of medicines that have Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs), 

while it is advisable, it is not a requirement to check the passport at the time.  However the 

passport must be checked in situations where the administration of the medicine would 

prohibit the horse from entering the food chain. 

SECTION 1 - TWO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

 



 

 

Once the status of the horse has been declared as intended for human consumption, 

prescribing can proceed whereby a Veterinary Medicinal Product (VMP) with a marketing 

authorisation, either Irish (VPA number) or European (EU number), for use in horses 

intended for the food chain generally   must be the first preference. The VMP will have a 

withdrawal period clearly stipulated which is recorded on the prescription. 

Exceptional Arrangements – Part 1: The Cascade 

If when prescribing, there is no suitable medicine authorised here or within the EU for a 

particular condition in equines, the Cascade may be invoked as follows: 

 

 

 

 

   

If Stage 1 is ruled out – can proceed to Stage 2 which 

comprises 2 options 

   

                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Options 1 and 2 at Stage 2 above are of equal status ( a vet may choose either option) If 

Stage 1 

VMP authorised in Republic of Ireland for another species or for another condition in 

horses with a withdrawal period set for animals entering the food chain. The 

minimum mandatory withdrawal period applicable in this scenario is 28 days for 

meat, 7 days for milk or the withdrawal period stated on the Summary of Product 

Characteristics (SPC), whichever is the longer period  

Stage 2 –option 1 

A human medicine can be 

prescribed if it has been 

authorised by the Health 

Products Regulatory 

Authority, with a PA number, 

provided the substance is 

listed in Table 1 of Regulation 

EU 37/2010, ie has a 

Maximum Residue Limit 

(MRL) or does not require a 

limit. Standard minimum 

withdrawal periods apply, i.e. 

28 days for meat and 7 days 

for milk 

Stage 2 – option 2 

A medicine may be prescribed which is 

authorised in another member state within the 

EU for administration to horses, or another 

species and, imported in accordance with a 

special Importation licence issued by the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

(DAFM) under Regulation 18 of the European 

Communities (Animal Remedies)(No.2) 

Regulations. The mandatory minimum 

withdrawal period applicable in this scenario is 

28 days for meat, 7 days for milk or the 

withdrawal period stated on the Summary of 

Product Characteristics (SPC) of the imported 

product for the species to be  administered the 

product , whichever is the longer period 

SECTION 2 - HORSE INTENDED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION 

 



both options at Stage 2 are ruled out – can proceed to Stage 3  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Exceptional Arrangements – Part 2: Essential Substances for the treatment of  horses  

(i) Horse may  be treated with an essential substance included in  Regulation (EC)No 

1950/2006  as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) No 122/2013.  There are 

currently approximately 88 substances listed as being essential for the treatment of 

certain conditions in horses as detailed in the aforementioned legislation. A 

withdrawal period of six months from the last day of administration to horses 

intended for slaughter for human consumption applies and passport must be 

completed by the vet  at the time of administration. 

(ii) In the cases where an essential substance, for example  acepromazine, is listed as an 

essential substance but also contained in an authorised veterinary medicine whose 

Summary of Product Characteristics (SPC) excludes it from the food chain, the six 

month withdrawal period as an essential substance takes precedence and the horse 

does not have to be permanently excluded from the food chain 

IMPORTANT: Only substances that have a Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) or where no 

MRL is required  may be administered to horses that are intended for human consumption 

 

 

 

When prescribing for a ‘non food’ horse, a veterinary practitioner must first confirm the 

status of the horse by verifying that Part II of Section IX of the passport has been completed 

and signed, and Part III of Section IX has been invalidated. Once the status has been 

declared as ‘non food’ prescribing can proceed. Given that the horse has a ‘non food’ status, 

it is considered a companion animal and therefore a withdrawal period does not apply in 

such cases.y.  No withdrawal period is entered on the prescription when issued for any VMP 

prescribed. 

If there is no suitable authorised product available to treat a particular condition, the 

Cascade and essential substances provisions as described above may also be invoked as 

appropriate to prescribe an alternative.  However, as the horse is not intended for human 

consumption, no withdrawal periods apply. 

Stage 3 

 If there is no suitable substance for prescribing for a particular condition under Stages 1-

2 above, then a VMP product may be prepared extemporaneously, at the time, by a vet  

or pharmacist. As stated previously the active substance must be listed in Table 1 of 

Regulation EU 37/2010, it cannot be a prohibited substance as listed in Table 2. Standard 

withdrawal periods apply as per Stage 1 above 

SECTION 3 - HORSE NOT INTENDED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION 

 



 

 

 

Since July 2009 a horse must be identified by a passport and micro-chip prior to December 

31st in the year of its birth or within 6 months of its birth, whichever is later. If at the time of 

examination the horse does not have a passport and is older than 6 months, the passport 

issued will exclude horse from the food chain. If a passport is lost, all replacement passports 

will exclude the horse from entering the food chain. 

If the horse does not have a passport at the time of treatment, you should assume the horse 

is intended for human consumption. Therefore you should firstly endeavour to prescribe 

medicines that are authorised for use in food producing horses or other food producing 

animals (ie contain substances listed in Table 1 of Regulation EU 37/2010). 

In an emergency situation where the health or welfare of the horse or foal is at risk and 

there is no suitable alternative that is permitted for use in ‘food’ horses, the VP may 

prescribe and treat the horse and follow the following protocol: 

(a) The veterinary practitioner should discuss the alternatives with the owner of the 

animal at the time and explain that treatment with medicines with non-MRL 

substances will require that the animal will be permanently excluded from entering 

the food chain 

(b) The veterinary practitioner administering the animal remedy takes the animals 

markings at the time of treatment and inserts a microchip 

(c) The markings, microchip number details, description of horse and details of owner 

are then sent to the Horse Passport Issuing Organisation(HPIO) on the proviso that 

passport be issued directly to the veterinary practitioner 

(d) The owner should agree at the time of treatment that the animal will not enter the 

food chain and agree that the passport will be issued by the HPIO to the veterinary 

practitioner (written declaration by the owner/keeper)  

(e) Upon receipt of passport by the veterinary practitioner, he/she will sign Part II of 

Section IX 

(f) The passport will then be sent to the owner who must also sign Part IIof Section IX.  

 

 

 

 

SECTION 4 - HORSE WITHOUT A PASSPORT 

 



 

 

     RECORDS 

 

 

If you supply a veterinary medicinal product to a horse, regardless of its status, then a 

prescription and record of supply must be kept. Regulation 34 of the European Communities 

(Animal Remedies)(No.2) Regulations requires the following details: 

(a) date of transaction 

(b) in the case of prescription only (POM) or veterinary practitioner only (VPO/VPO-1) 

medicines, the serial number of the veterinary prescription must be recorded 

(c) the precise identity of the medicine and its batch number 

(d) the quantity supplied 

(e) the name and address of person supplied 

 

In the case of veterinary medicines prescribed or administered under the Cascade, the 

following record-keeping requirements apply: 

(a) date of examination of horse 

(b) identification and number of horses treated 

(c) name and address of owner 

(d) diagnosis of VP 

(e) details of substance prescribed or administered and justification of usage 

(f) dosage of substance prescribed or administered 

(g) duration of treatment 

(h) withdrawal period  

 

In relation to the administration of essential substances and certain vaccines, you record 

this on the passport at the time. You are not required to record administration of other 

medicines on the passport.  Please see examples in relation to the correct completion of a 

horse passport at Section 7 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 5 – RECORDS TO BE KEPT BY VETERINARY PRACTITIONERS 

 



 

 

MARKING THE PASSPORT 

 

 

1. Mark the passport IN THE RIGHT PLACE 

It is important to correctly endorse the relevant part of the passport depending on 

the nature of the exceptional treatment administered or prescribed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 1 - When a horse should be PERMANENTLY excluded 

if the animal is treated, in accordance with the Cascade, with  

(a) a medicine containing a substance which does not have a Maximum Residue 

Limit (MRL) and which is not on the ‘Essential substance List*’ or 

(b) with a veterinary medicine, authorised by the Health Products Regulatory 

Authority (HPRA)  in accordance with Regulation 6(3) of Directive 2001/82 

specifically for ‘non-food horses’,  

the veterinary practitioner and the keeper of the animal must exclude the animal 

permanently from the food chain by endorsing Part II of Section IX of the passport.  

Example 2 – When a horse should be excluded for at least 6 MONTHS 

If the animal is treated (in accordance with the Cascade) with a medicine containing an 

essential substance), Part III of Section IX of the passport must be completed in order 

to exclude the animal from the food chain for at least 6 months. 

 

SECTION 6 – MARKING THE PASSPORT IN THE RIGHT PLACE 

 



*Commission Regulation (EC) No 1950/2006 of 13 December 2006 sets down, a list of substances 

essential for the treatment of equidae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Example 3 – Normal withdrawal periods apply 

If a ‘food equine’ is treated, other than in accordance with the exceptional 

arrangements outlined in Example 1 above,  (i.e. it is treated with an  authorised 

product with an MRL), the normal requirements of Directive 2001/82 and SI 

786/2007 (withdrawal period/record keeping) apply: 

 

1. The owner or person in charge of the animal has a duty to ensure that they keep 

a record of the medicine administered including, the name of the remedy, the 

date of administration, the unique ID of the animal, the date of expiry of the 

withdrawal period, the name of the prescribing vet and the name of the person 

who administered the remedy. 

2. A veterinary practitioner who administers an animal remedy to a food equine has 

a duty  to (a) inform the owner or person in charge of the horse , of the condition 

of use to be complied with after administration and (b)  inform  the owner or 

person in charge of the horse that they have a  duty to ensure that the animal is 

not slaughtered in order to be offered for human consumption (or sold in order 

to be so offered) before the end of the withdrawal period. 

3. Where the owner or person in charge of a food equine, is informed of an 

administration under point 2 above, they have a duty to create a record of this 

administration including all the necessary details listed at point 1 above in the 

Animal Remedies Record in accordance with Regulation 42 (1) of SI 786 of 2007  

4. Where the owner or person in charge of a food equine sells on the horse before 

the end of a withdrawal period, they must  inform the new owner/person in 

charge of the  equine  of the date of expiry of the withdrawal period. 

 

 

 


