
where the condition would, if untreated, create unnecessary 

suffering for the animal. 
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The purpose of this information note is to act as a guidance document in relation to the 

responsibilities of private veterinary practitioners concerning the use and recording of 

Essential Substances in horses 

Horses may be treated with an essential substance included in Regulation (EC)No 1950/2006  

as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) No 122/2013. These substances are deemed 

essential due to unavailability of satisfactory authorised alternatives whereby if a particular 

condition was left untreated it would create unnecessary suffering for the animal or where 

it is judged that the substance brings added clinical benefit compared to other treatment 

options available. There are currently approximately 88 substances listed as being essential 

in horses as detailed in the aforementioned legislation. A withdrawal period of six months 

from the last day of administration to horses intended for slaughter for human consumption 

applies. As such Part III of Section IX of the passport must be completed by the vet at the 

time of administration in order to exclude the animal from the food chain for at least 6 

months. 

In the case where an essential substance, for example acepromazine, is  listed as an 

essential substance but also contained in an authorised veterinary medicine  (commonly 

prescribed oral sedative) whose Summary of Product Characteristics (SPC) excludes it from 

the food chain, the six month withdrawal period as an essential substance takes 

precedence. The horse does not however have to be permanently excluded from the food 

chain. As with the recording of all essential substances Part III of Section IX of the passport 

must be completed by the vet at the time of administration and/or prescribing. 

Links to governing legislations as outlined above and list of essential substances may be 

found via hyperlinks below. 

Regulation(EC)No1950/2006  

 http://ec.europa.eu/health//sites/health/files/files/eudralex/vol-

5/reg_2006_1950/reg_2006_1950_en.pdf 

Regulation (EU) No 122/2013. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32013R0122&from=EN 
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