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INFORMATION NOTE ON ‘THE CASCADE’  
 

The following information is designed to help registered veterinary 
practitioners, pharmacists and wholesalers of veterinary medicines regarding 
the provisions of the ‘Cascade’. While every effort has been made to ensure 
this information is accurate, it does not purport to be a legal interpretation of 
the legislation. 

 
    INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The ‘Cascade’, is an exceptional mechanism provided for in EU and 

National legislation1  designed to deal with situations where there is no 
authorised product to treat a particular condition in an animal.  The 
emphasis, therefore, is on avoiding unacceptable suffering in an animal.   

 
2. Only a veterinary practitioner is enabled to avail of the cascade and this is 

done under his or her personal responsibility.  The practitioner must strictly 
follow the order of the cascade in exercising the choice of product to be 
used in a particular case (see Appendix). 

 
3. Reflecting the need to protect public health there is a distinction within 

cascade as between ‘Food’ and ‘Non Food’ animals; in the case of the 
former, only substances with a Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) may be 
used and minimum withdrawal periods apply (see Appendix).  In addition, 
in the case of horses, provision is made for access to specified ‘essential 
substances’2  for horses intended for slaughter for human consumption, 
subject to a ‘withdrawal period’ of at least 6 months. 

                                                 
1
 Regulatory references: Articles 10 & 11 of EU Directive 2001/82 (as amended) which is 

given effect in Irish legislation in Regulation 18 of the European Communities (Animal 
Remedies) (No.2) Regulations 2007     
2
 Essential substances are listed in the Annex  to Commission Regulation (EC) (No 

1950/2006 as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) No  122/2013 
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LICENSING PROCESS (Applies to imported product only) 
 

1. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has a licensing 
system in place to provide for controlled access to animal remedies 
authorised in another Member State in accordance with Directive 
2001/82/EC (as amended) in situations where there is no animal remedy 
authorised in this country for the condition concerned and the first stage of 
the Cascade (see Appendix) is not an option.  
 

2. The arrangements provide for the granting of licences to veterinary 
practitioners, pharmacists (on foot of a veterinary prescription) and holders 
of an Animal Remedies Wholesalers licence granted by this Department to 
import animal remedies authorised in another Member State. 

 
3. It is emphasised that an import licence granted by this Department does 

not in any way relieve a veterinary practitioner of direct responsibility for 
his or her decision on use of the product concerned in a particular case.  

  
CATEGORIES OF IMPORT LICENCE 

 
Application by a Veterinary Practitioner for an Import Licence under 
the ‘Cascade’ 

 
1. This provides for veterinary practitioners to import animal remedies for 

specific situations in order to avoid unacceptable suffering to an animal.  
2. On the licence application form (ref: CASC/APPL/VET) or form (ref: 

CAS/APPL/VET/ES) in the case of an ‘essential substance’, the 
veterinary practitioner must indicate the quantity of the animal remedy 
to be imported, species for which animal remedy is required and the 
period for which licence is required. 

3. A copy of the current Specific Product Characteristics of the animal 
remedy must be enclosed with each initial application, along with proof 
that the marketing authorisation is current. 

4. Applications must be completed in full and special conditions apply to 
each licence. 

5. The veterinary practitioner is required to keep records for such animal 
remedies that are readily accessible and the animal remedies must be 
stored separately from other animal remedies. 

 
 
Application by the holder of an Animal Remedies Wholesalers Licence 
for an Import Licence under the ‘Cascade' 
 

1. There are situations when veterinary practitioners require animal 
remedies urgently and the time involved to import the animal remedies 
creates difficulties. For this reason, provision is made for licensed 
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wholesalers to apply to import animal remedies under the ‘Cascade’ 
(form ref: CASC/APPL/WS) for release subsequently on the basis of an 
application (form ref: CASC/APPL/VET/REL/WS) submitted by a 
registered veterinary practitioner. 

2. A copy of the current Specific Product Characteristics of the animal 
remedy must be enclosed with each initial application, along with proof 
that the marketing authorisation is current. 

3. Applications must be completed in full and special conditions apply to 
each licence. 

4. Wholesalers are required to store such animal remedies separately 
from other animal remedies and separate records must also be 
maintained. 

 
 
Application from a Veterinary Practitioner to the holder of an Animal 
Remedies Wholesalers Licence for release of an animal remedy for use 
in accordance with the ‘Cascade’ 
 

1. Provision is made for a registered veterinary practitioner, to apply 
(Form ref: CASC/APP/VET/REL/WS) to a Wholesaler of animal 
remedies licensed under the cascade by this Department, for release 
of an animal remedy imported in accordance with the ‘Cascade’.  

 

 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS IN RELATION TO THE 
CASCADE 
 
 
Can a registered veterinary practitioner apply for a cascade import 
licence on behalf of a group practice? 
 
Yes. A registered veterinary practitioner can apply on behalf of a group 
practice, In such a case, the application may be signed by a member 
authorised by the practice to give legal undertakings on its behalf, alternatively 
each member in the practice may sign.  In either case, each veterinary 
practitioner is individually responsible for use of the animal remedies under 
the Cascade and the keeping of records to show each individual use. 
 
What is the duration of a Cascade import licence? 
 
Licences are granted for periods up to 1 year.   
 
What happens if I have animal remedy on hands on expiry date of 
licence granted for a year? 
 
The animal remedy must be returned to your supplier.  
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If I have a quantity of an animal remedy on hands near the expiry date of 
my current licence, can I apply for a new licence before current one 
expires to include quantity of animal remedy on hands? 
 
Yes. Application for such licence should be made at least 4 weeks in advance 
of expiry date of current licence. 
 
Am I required to order at the same time the total quantity of the animal 
remedy as stated on the licence? 
 
No. You can order the animal remedy, as you require it, subject to the total 
quantity stated on your licence. 
 
In operating the provisions of the cascade, must I use a human medicine 
authorised in Ireland by the Health Products Regulatory Authority 
(HPRA), formally the Irish Medicines Board (IMB) before I consider 
importing a veterinary medicine (animal remedy) from another Member 
State? 
 
No. The use of a human medicine authorised in Ireland by HPRA or a 
veterinary medicine imported from another Member State has equal status. 
Based on a veterinary practitioner’s professional judgment he or she can 
decide which option he/she wishes to choose. 
 
Can a registered veterinary practitioner complete a release form and 
send to a licensed veterinary wholesaler located in Northern Ireland. 
 
No. A veterinary practitioner can only present a completed release form to a 
wholesaler of veterinary medicines in this State who is specifically licensed by 
this Department to import animal remedies under the cascade. 
 
Under the Cascade, can a veterinary practitioner import a human 
medicine from another Member State of the EU? 
 
No. Under the Cascade a veterinary practitioner may only use a human 
medicine that is licensed in the Republic of Ireland by HPRA. 
 
How should an animal remedy imported under the cascade be labelled 
by a registered veterinary practitioner at the time of supply or sale? 
 
The animal remedy must be labelled in the form prescribed by Regulation 
28(5) of the European Communities (Animal Remedies) (No.2) Regulations 
2007 and in addition must include the cascade import licence reference 
number.  
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Does the Department have the Cascade application forms available on 
their Website? 
 
Yes. The website address is 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/veterinarymedicinesresidu
es/veterinarymedicines/veterinarymedicinesapplicationforms/ 
 www.agriculture.gov.ie  

* In addition Registered Veterinary Practitioners with a Department 

'login ID' or 'agr number' may apply online through the 'general licensing 
system' or via the following 'agfood.ie' portal -
https://agfood.agriculture.gov.ie/ssoauthagfood/individual.jsp 
 
Does the Department have a list of animal remedies currently under 
Cascade licence on their Website?  
 
Yes at the following link: 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/veterinarymedicinesresidu
es/veterinarymedicines/veterinarymedicinesapplicationforms/ 
 
entitled: List of Animal Remedies licensed in accordance with Regulation 18 of 
the European Communities (Animal Remedies)(No. 2) Regulations 2007. 
  
Any enquiries concerning the above information should be addressed  
to veterinarymedicineswmc@agriculture.gov.ie     

 

 

APPENDIX 
 

How the Cascade works –  
 
Only a vet may use the Cascade and then only if there is no veterinary       
medicine authorised for the Irish market for the particular condition in the 
animal species concerned and in particular to avoid unacceptable suffering to 
the animal. 
 
The Cascade may not be used where the product authorised for the condition 
in the animal species concerned is considered not to work or less effective 
than a potential alternative - such situations should be reported to the HPRA 
under their Pharmacovigilance arrangements (see: www.HPRA.ie).     
 
When using the Cascade, a vet must follow the order specified by the 
legislation and may not move on to a further stage unless the preceding 
stage(s) have been ruled out as an option: 
 
FIRST STAGE (i.e. no authorised product): 
  
An animal remedy (veterinary medicine) authorised for the Irish market for 
another animal species or for another condition in the same species may be 
used. 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/veterinarymedicinesresidues/veterinarymedicines/veterinarymedicinesapplicationforms/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/veterinarymedicinesresidues/veterinarymedicines/veterinarymedicinesapplicationforms/
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
https://agfood.agriculture.gov.ie/ssoauthagfood/individual.jsp
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/veterinarymedicinesresidues/veterinarymedicines/veterinarymedicinesapplicationforms/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/veterinarymedicinesresidues/veterinarymedicines/veterinarymedicinesapplicationforms/
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SECOND STAGE (i.e. First Stage ruled out): 
 
Either of the following may be used: 

 
- a human medicine authorised for the Irish market by HPRA or  
- an animal remedy authorised in another Member State of the European 
Union for administration to the same species or another species, which has 
been imported under DAFM licence (see licensing process in main 
document).  

 
THIRD STAGE (i.e. First and Second Stages ruled out):  

 
An animal remedy prepared extemporaneously by the prescribing vet or      
prepared by a pharmacist or a licensed manufacturer (based on a veterinary   
prescription) may be used. 
 
 

    Consumer Protection 
 

Only animal remedies or medicinal products containing active substances for 
which Maximum Residue Limits have been set (i.e. listed in the Annex to 
Commission Regulation (EU) No. 37/2010) may be used in food producing 
animals. Unless the product specifies a withdrawal period for the species to 
be treated, the following minima apply: 
 

 in the case of eggs from treated animals, 7 days 
 in the case of milk from treated animals, 7 days 
 in the case of meat, including fat and offal from poultry and             

        mammals, 28 days 
 in the case of meat from fish, 500 degree days 
 in the case of meat from horses, administered an ‘essential 

substance’, 6 months. 


