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Tracey Conroy, Assistant Secretary, Acute Hospitals Policy Division, DOH, Co-Chair 
Fergal Goodman, Assistant Secretary, DOH, Primary Care Division 
Lorraine Walsh, Patient Representative 
Stephen Teap, Patient Representative 
Damien McCallion, National Director, HSE National Cancer Screening Service 
Donal Buggy, Head of Services and Advocacy, Irish Cancer Society 
Brigid Doherty, Patient Advocate  
Enda Saul, Client Services Director, HSE Communications  
 
Liam Woods, National Director, Acute Operations (representing Anne O’Connor) 
Celeste O’Callaghan, Head, CervicalCheck Project Team, DOH 
Dr Sinead Donohue, Deputy Chief Medical Officer, DOH 
Andy Conlon, Principal Officer, Primary Care Policy Unit, DOH 
Meg Laffan, Principal Officer, Office of the Chief Medical Officer, DOH 
Aisling Carton, CervicalCheck Project Team 
Paul Ellis, CervicalCheck Project Team 
Clodagh Murphy, CervicalCheck Project Team 
 

 

Apologies: Dr Tony Holohan, Chief Medical Officer, DOH, Co-Chair 
David Walsh, HSE National Director of Community Operations 
Dr Colm Henry, HSE Chief Clinical Officer 
Mary Jackson, Principal Officer, Governance and Performance Division, DOH 
Anne O’Connor, HSE Deputy Director General, Operations 
Dr Peter McKenna, Clinical Director, HSE Women and Infants Health Programme and Interim Clinical Director, CervicalCheck 
Dr Cliona Murphy, RCPI 
Dr Ronan Glynn, Specialist in Public Health Medicine 
Dr Mary Short, ICGP 
 

 

 

DISCUSSION and ACTION POINTS 

 
NO. Agenda Item Discussion and Actions Agreed 

1. 
 

Welcome and apologies The meeting was chaired by Tracey Conroy. The Chair welcomed the members and noted the apologies.   

2.  Minutes of previous meeting  The minutes of the meeting of 9 August were agreed.   
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NO. Agenda Item Discussion and Actions Agreed 

3. Reporting updates Management of primary and social care supports to patients/families:  
A total of 272 meetings have been held so far. This includes 176 initial meetings and 96 follow-up meetings. Lorraine Walsh noted that a 
number of patients have contacted her in relation to whether IVF treatment will be covered by the supports package, while similar 
requests are being received by Liaison Officers.     Some women are seeking guidance on adoption.  
 
It was agreed that the HSE will provide the Department with necessary detail of the requests being made in relation to fertility treatment, 
to allow consideration of the matter.  
 
The HSE is liaising with Tusla to facilitate those women who are considering adoption in establishing contact with  it. The Department 
agreed to liaise with DCYA to further assist in establishing contact.  
 
Action 08/42:  DOH will liaise with DCYA in relation to a contact point in Tusla for queries on adoption (Fergal Goodman). 
Action 08/43:  HSE will provide the Department with necessary detail on the requests for assistance with fertility treatment, and DOH will 
then consider the matter (Damien McCallion/Fergal Goodman/Andy Conlon).  
 
Provision of documents to patients: A project manager and significant team of personnel are now in place to ensure women and their 
legal representatives receive their records in a timely manner. One solicitor has raised concerns in relation to the protocol for the 
provision of slides. The HSE hopes to discuss this further with this solicitor shortly to clarify what the concerns may be and address them.   
 
Interface with the Scally Inquiry: HSE representatives are in regular contact with Dr Scally, who has been provided with all the documents 
he requires to date. The HSE is now responding to any specific queries he has as quickly as possible. It is understood that Dr Scally is on 
track to complete his report within agreed timelines.  

 
Interface with Independent Expert Panel Review: The process of obtaining consent was discussed, with particular focus on the 221 
women and families who have been contacted to date. HSE advised that some women felt that the two week timeframe did not provide 
them with enough time to consider the issue. A letter will be issued advising women that the timeframe will be extended to allow anyone 
who wishes to further consider their options to do so. 
 
It is understood that some women who have already taken legal cases have been advised by their solicitor not to take part in the review. 
The solicitor’s concerns include the non-availability of the slides to women and their representatives while the review is underway, the 
perceived benefit to the woman of the RCOG review, and some perceived confusion in relation to the protocol governing release of slides 
to women.  
 
The importance of addressing all issues of concern for women, and of providing clear information to facilitate their consideration of the 
consent issue, was agreed and DOH and HSE undertook to address these concerns through the provision of further information and 
clarification of the position around timeframes for the RCOG review and consequent availability of slides.  
 
In relation to contacting the remaining ~1,600 women to obtain their consent, validation is underway to allow for the issuing of consent 
letters, the next tranche of which are expected to issue at the end of next week.   
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Action 08/44: DOH will liaise with RCOG in relation to the timeframes for the cytology phases for the review, to determine how women 
who may wish to take legal actions can be facilitated to also participate in the review (Sinead Donohue).  
Action 08/45: DOH and HSE will liaise to ensure all efforts are made to address the concerns raised in relation to the RCOG review process 
(CervicalCheck Project Team/Damien McCallion)  
Action 08/46: HSE will amend item 4(g) in the protocol for access to slides, to remove any confusion over the RCOG consent process 
(Damien McCallion). 
 
Laboratory capacity: The issue of some smears taking over six weeks to be transferred to slides was discussed, and it was confirmed that 
this was only in a small minority of cases. The HSE is meeting with GP representatives in the coming days to discuss the issue further. 
 
The extension of the current lab contracts was discussed. Negotiations with the labs are on-going.  
 
Introduction of HPV screening:  Significant work is ongoing on this complex project. A Clinical Lead for the Programme has not been 
identified to date; the HSE is seeking to establish a panel to provide some input, and efforts are continuing to identify a lead. Interviews 
for the post of Clinical Director for CervicalCheck have been held..  
 
Action 08/47: HSE and DOH will meet to discuss the project plan for implementation of HPV testing in detail.  
 
Implementation of Scally recommendations: Qualitative research (interviews in groups of two) which was carried out in recent weeks is 
being analysed currently and will be presented to the Steering Committee next week.  A Patient and Public Involvement session took place 
on the 21st of August, led by a senior Health Promotion Officer and work is on-going in this regard. In addition, a literature review on how 
members of the public perceive and understand risk and probability has been commissioned from the ESRI,  and is expected to  be 
complete by end-August. 
 
Action 08/48: Research conducted to date by the project for implementing the Scally information recommendations will be shared with 
the Steering Committee, via the Secretariat (Enda Saul / Secretariat). 
 

 AOB It was agreed that communications will be included as a stand-alone agenda item at the next meeting. 
 
The Committee was advised that planning is underway for the workshops for the 221 women and families, to be held in Athlone on 16 
September.  Donal Buggy confirmed that materials for this meeting are being finalised currently, for issue next week.  
 
Meetings of the Steering Committee will be held every two weeks henceforth. The next Steering Committee meeting will take place on 
Thursday 6th September, at 11.30am in Miesian Plaza.  

 

CervicalCheck Project Team 
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