
COVID-19 Communications and Behavioural Advisory Group 

Meeting 6 

Date: 27/11/20 

Time: 14.00 

Venue: Video Conference  

Attendance: Deirdre Watters (DOH), Deirdre Robertson (ESRI), Liam Delaney (UCD), Marie Boran 

(DCU), Karl Purcell (SEAI), Rachel Wright (HSE), Rosaleen Harlin (DOH), Sinéad O’Donnell (DOH) 

Angela McGloinn (UL), Barbara Gormley (DCU), Gerard O’Neill (Amárach Research), Pete Lunn (ESRI), 

Molly Byrne (NUIG), Orla Muldoon (UL), Robert Murphy (DOH), Fiona Gilligan (DOH). 

 

Apologies: Sheila Caulfield (DOH) Lyndsey Drea (DOH), Elaine Scanlon (DFHERIS) 

 

Agenda: 

• Minutes 

• Vaccine  
o Amárach Questions 
o Behaviour 
o Hesitancy  

• AOB 
 

Agenda Item 1: Minutes of Meeting 5 were not available; they will be reviewed at meeting 7 

Agenda Item 2:  

• Reference to vaccine hesitancy studies in Trinity College Dublin  

• Qualitative research allows exploration of potential barriers  

• Cannot generalise info from other vaccine literature – COVID-19 vaccine is different 

• Need to know timeframe of vaccine rollout 

• Vaccine hesitancy is about trust 

• It matters who the trusted voices are – people want clarity on safety, efficacy, guiding 

principles and interventions 

• How do we ensure people present for a second dose of the vaccine? Database required and 

targeted messaging 

• What do people do in the interim between doses – need behavioural guidance  

 

AOB: 

• Amárach to draft questions on flu vaccine uptake 

• Non-expert trusted voices speaking to key demographics – Elvis took the Polio vaccine 

• Older audience remember the devastating consequences of polio  

• Prioritisation update required once NPHET have agreed 

• Convene vaccine reference group  


