
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: jordanj
Sent: 14 November 2019 09:
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Marine Draft Plan 2019/2020 
 
 
Dear Sirs/Ms, 
 
I note that in the proposed Plan  the place of Shipping and Defence will be considered. 
 
Currently the Complete Maritime Picture is maintained by the Naval Service of All surface ships 
transmitting their positions and class via AIS. Vessels of interest can be visited  by surface naval units 
or overflown by air. It is important that these assets are maintained in use. 
Irish Ports are in a state of transition with traditional cargo handling being moved to suit local 
requirements. Ship repair facilities are at their weakest with skills being obtained on contract basis 
leading to extended time lines. 
Drydocking within the state is now a unitary choice and is limited to vessels of medium size 
  
 
-

 
 
 



 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: jordan  
Sent: 14 November 2019 13:45 
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Marine Draft Plan 2019/2020 
 
 
Sir, 
to continue my earlier submission of today. Being inadequately covered in ship repair has 
consequences. As a nation we are visited by more than a 100 cruise liners annually with no suitable 
drydock for emergencies. Bermuda and Bahamas have up to three large floating docks to carry out 
maintenance on visiting vessels. 
Our port facilities are skimpy with little provision for vessels on State visits or to provide them with 
invitational access by the public. 
In conflict or emergency the Naval Service should have a Port of refuge with fuelling and repair 
facilities on hand. It should be a port with 24/7 access. Possibly Sligo or Killary could be developed. 
Current Naval facilities are potentially being conflicted by Cork Harbour development with 
encroachment onto Oyster Bank. 
Moving all Cargo handling , Ferry services, and Repair traffic into congested Ringaskiddy Bay is short 
sighted in such a large harbour. 
regards 
John Jordan 

 
 



Draft NMPF Submissions,      22/11/2019 
Marine Planning Section, 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 
Newtown Road, 
Wexford, 
Y35 AP90 
 
 
Submission on the draft National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the constructive draft NMPF. The Irish marine 
environment is a huge asset to Ireland in so many different ways. I offer the following 
comments for your consideration: 
 
Overall 
 
It is unclear from the layout if certain ‘key issues for marine planning’ are supposed to be 
policies or objectives, as they are worded as if they are either. It would be helpful to clarify 
this. For example, section 3.211 p.82, section 3.219 pp.84-85 and section 3.222 p.85. 
 
Please consider the removal of option ‘c) mitigate’ in all objectives and policies, given that:  
a) Mitigation very rarely works in practise,  
b) Ireland has one of the largest marine environments in Europe and proposals should 
relocate elsewhere (and applications withdrawn and resubmitted) in the event of adverse 
impacts or significant adverse impacts, and  
c) We are currently living within the 6th major loss of species in the planets history (due to the 
detrimental impact of human activity).  
 
 
Biodiversity, Planning Policies (p.32 of pdf)  
 
Please consider removing the following criteria:  
‘d) if it is not possible to mitigate significant adverse impacts on marine or coastal natural 
capital assets proposals should state the case for proceeding.’  
This should not be offered as an option considering the ongoing and increasing adverse 
human impacts (including climate change) on the marine environment. 
 
 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 1 – 4 (pp.40-41) 
 
In the interest of strengthening the Frameworth to the benefit of the marine environment, the 
following parts should be removed from MPA1 and MPA2: 

‘b) minimise, or  
c) mitigate adverse impacts.’  

Equally, please consider removal of criteria c) and d) from MPA4.  
 
 
Underwater noise p.56  
 
Policies such as the underwater noise policy which require technical assessments/ 
statements should specify that ‘a suitably qualified person/body carries out such.’  
 
 
 
 



Section ‘3.132 (p.57) and 3.133 (p.58)  
 
‘For proposals and public bodies considering how best to manage underwater noise, for 
impulsive noise, measures could include:’ and 
‘For continuous noise, these measures could include:’ 
These sections should form part of the underwater noise policy. Furthermore, please 
consider replacing the word ‘could’ with ‘must’ include’ 
 
 
Climate Change (p.60)  
 
Policy should consider adding mitigation measures along with adaptation measures.  
 
Policies especially flood and coastal defences, should consider including:  
a) Nature based solutions, and  
b) Maximising multi-uses for such flood defences  
e.g.  i) Incorporation of hydro electric energy generation 

ii) Pedestrian / cycle routes, and  
iii) Bird observatories. 

 
Policy should consider including protection and safeguards to the areas of marine sediments 
which have higher contribution of carbon sequestration (As per map on p.64).  
 
 
 
Co-existence and Infrastructure p.67 + p.69 
 
Policies and objectives should consider including the adoption and integration of nature 
based solutions to help limit the increasing adverse human impacts on the marine 
environment.  
 
Infrastructure policy - please consider including support for renewable energy proposals.  
 
 
 
Access p.71 

Access policies should consider including support for non-motorised sports along 
with associated non-motorised sports infrastructure.  
 
 
 
Employment p.72 
 
The wording of this policy reads like a blanket support for employment uses regardless of 
the end use or impacts of the proposal. In terms of the 1st half of the policy (‘Proposals 
resulting in a net increase to marine related employment should be supported.’) 
; safeguards should be in place to ensure that the end use doesn’t adversely impact the 
ethos of other relevant policies e.g. which compliment the restorative measures for the 
marine environment or which support adaptation +/ mitigation measure to adverse climate 
change. 
 
 
 
 



Sport and Recreation p.158-159 
 
Policies - please consider including specific support for: 
a) Non-motorised sports, and 
b) Where there is a conflict between non-motorised sports and motorised sports, that non-

motorised sports take priority. 
 
I welcome the objective and policy support for water access for people of all abilities / people 
with reduced mobilities.  
 
I support the proposed hybrid approach combining policy and zoning for specific areas.  
 
 
Appendix D 
 
Given that the Framework sets the ‘baseline’ for the proposed Bill please consider: 

a) Marine Protected Areas covering 30+% of Irish marine environment, and 
b) Suitable areas to accommodate renewable energy with associated infrastructure to 

connect to the national electricity grid could also be zoned in the maps, and  
c) Map zones should safeguard the areas of marine sediments which have higher 

contribution of carbon sequestration (As per map on p.64). 
 
 
Should you wish for clarification on any of the above points, please do not hesitate to email. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Hugh James Killen 



From: Alex Blackwell  
Sent: 27 November 2019 12:59 
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Cc: 

 
Subject: NMPF Waste Water Submission 
 
Good Morning 
 
Further to my comment at yesterday’s NMPF presentation and discussion, I would like to request 
that you correct and act upon as a matter of urgency a significant omission in chapter 20 “Waste 
Water Treatment and Disposal”. On page 178, figure 4 you list “Urban Areas Discharging to Shellfish 
Waters that require Waste Water Disinfection Upgrades. 
 
Clew Bay in County Mayo, is a designated Oyster Fishery. The Clew Bay Oyster Cooperative Society 
Ltd holds an Oyster Fishery Order for this area. There are also significant mussel, oyster and other 
shellfish aquaculture farms within Clew Bay. Clew Bay is thus one of the most significant shellfish 
waters in the country. (This is also noted in chapter 5 “Aquaculture” on your map on page 95.) 
 
Newport, Co. Mayo, as noted on your map on page 179 in the same chapter, discharges raw 
sewerage directly into Clew Bay. 
 
The Clew Bay Coop has been raising this issue for decades, so the above should not come as a 
surprise to anyone. 
 
I would consequently very much appreciate it if you would correct the omission in your document 
and also advise the EPA, who I understand this error originates from to correct it at their end as well. 
Furthermore, I would appreciate an immediate and positive response to finally rectifying the 
problem of raw sewerage being discharged into Clew Bay. 
 
Looking forward to your positive response and your detailed action plan. 
 
Sincerely yours 
 
Alex Blackwell 
 
 
Alex Blackwell 
Clew Bay Oyster Co-operative Society 

mailto:msp@housing.gov.ie


Clew Bay Oyster Cooperative Society Ltd 
Port Aleria, Rosnakilly, Kilmeena, Westport, Co. Mayo, Ireland 

03-12-2019 
 
MSP Submissions 
Marine Spatial Planning Section 
Department of Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government 
Newtown Road 
Wexford Y35 AP90 
 
Via email: msp@housing.gov.ie 
 

Re: NMPF Submission on Clew Bay Local Partnership 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
 
We would like to request that Clew Bay be prioritized as a local marine coastal partnership. Mayo 
County Council already has an excellent reputation in marine planning and has already been working 
with local stakeholders such as the Clew Bay Oyster Co-operative Society, Mayo Sailing Club, and 
other local community organizations. Mayo CoCo have also taken a lead role in improving local 
marine infrastructure for commercial, leisure, tourism and the island communities. 
 
Clew Bay Cooperative, in particular, has by virtue of its Oyster Fishery Order, which covers most of 
Clew Bay, played an important role in preserving the habitat and biodiversity of the bay, enabling 
aquaculture ventures, and providing support for local fishing interests. The Coop has already done 
much work towards improving and developing the oyster fishery. 
 
Thank you very much in advance for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely yours 
 

 
 
Alex M. Blackwell 



From: ALEX MC CLURE -
Sent: 26 November 201
To:  Marine Spatial Planning 
<msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: For the Attention of Tracy 
 
Hello Tracy and anyone else concerned, 
 
Thank you very much for this evening’s consultation in Westport. 
 
A worry that was raised during the consultation was the lack the of communication towards the 
public of the marine planning framework consultation.  
If you don’t read the newspaper, check Twitter or are on the email list. You simply will not know 
about the National marine planning consultation.  A framework that will massively effect many 
surfers, kayakers and recreation users for 20 years. A point that terrify me. That people who love 
there Marine area don’t have to opportunity to have an influence about what will happen the 
marine area they love because they simply don’t know.  
Ways in which you could reach the general public are Facebook posts (which you can pay to get 
more views), an Instagram page, and emails coming from the bodies of sports into there members 
emails. Also mentioned during the talk was the suggestion of using a radio station. 
 
We would love to set up a meeting for the students in GMIT Mayo Castlbar to help reach, surfers 
and Kayakers on are campus.  
 
Can you add my personal email to your email list? It’s 
 
Thanks again for this evening, 
Alex McClure. 
 

mailto:msp@housing.gov.ie


From: sean o'haimheirgin 
Sent: 14 November 2019 
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Draft NMPF 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, it appears you are missing the most important element in your 

proposal, the health of the Marine ecosystem. It's all very well examining what you 

can extract financially from the oceans around us but the destruction of the flora and 

fauna in Kenmare Bay over the last thirty years is catastrophic.   

Sincerely 

Seán Bergin 
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From: sean o'haimheirgin 
Sent: 14 November 2019 
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Draft NMPF 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, it appears you are missing the most important element in your 

proposal, the health of the Marine ecosystem. It's all very well examining what you 

can extract financially from the oceans around us but the destruction of the flora and 

fauna in Kenmare Bay over the last thirty years is catastrophic.   

Sincerely 

Seán Bergin 

 
  
 

mailto:msp@housing.gov.ie


 

MSP Submissions 

Marine Spatial Planning Section 

Department of Housing, Planning, 

Community and Local Government 

Newtown Road 

Wexford Y35 AP90 

 

Dear Ministers Eoghan Murphy and Damien English: 

I attended the Marine Planning meeting in Westport and spoke with Conor McCabe afterwards 

about the need for infrastructure on the west coast to support maritime activities and tourism.  

Marinas in Cork, Kinsale, Bere Island, Dingle, Fenit and Kilrush make it reasonable for sailors to safely 

sail the southwest coast, knowing that critical supplies like fuel, water and food are readily 

accessible and, if difficulty arises, assistance can be had.   

In the past few years, marina facilities have been installed in Bantry, Rossaveal, Galway and 

Killybegs. A partial facility is also in place in Valentia. Major expansion of the marina in Galway is 

awaiting planning permission.  

But between Rossaveal and Killybegs, one of the most remote and exposed areas of coastline in the 

Atlantic, there is nowhere to readily find safe shelter in deteriorating conditions or services if 

something breaks. To sail this stretch of coast, the crew has to be completely self-sufficient and self-

reliant. This holds many people back from heading north of Kerry or south of Swilly.  

To support water-based activities along the whole of the west coast, it is imperative to build a 

marina in Westport. Westport already has a thriving sailing community. Clew Bay is an idyllic place 

for water-borne activities for tourism. Westport is also roughly halfway between Galway and 

Killybegs. It would provide a safe haven that completes the string of facilities around the coast of 

Ireland. Plans for a marina that would benefit transient visitors as well as the local population have 

already been drawn up. 

One only has to look to our neighbours in the Spanish Rias of Galicia and the Hebrides of Scotland to 

see how popular the well-spaced marina facilities have become and the tourism revenue that has 

been generated. A UK study in 2014 calculated that the average annual economic contribution 

arising from marina-based boats is between £9,500 and £19,000. 

Such a development in Westport would do three things: 

• Increase the safety of vessels and crews that are cruising or transiting the west coast of 

Ireland  

• Improve access to Clew Bay for able as well as disabled individuals who enjoy water-based 

activities such as sailing, kayaking, diving, and angling  

https://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/legal/Web%20Documents/Environment/Economic_Contribution_From_Recreational_Boating.pdf


• Support water-based tourism development, including new activities like cetacean watching 

and boat charter, given the easy connection to Westport by rail from Dublin and by air from 

Ireland West Knock. 

Such a facility could accommodate the likes of RNLI and Coast Guard rescue services, chandleries like 

McHale Marine, and tourism operators’ craft. It would also expand the need for support services like 

mechanics, electricians, shipwrights and sailmakers.  

If constructed as planned, a marina in Westport could have ancillary health benefits – it would help 

improve the physical and mental wellbeing of local people and visitors who’d be encouraged to walk 

along the perimeter and gaze at the lovely boats, the pristine waters, and the majestic views.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Daria Blackwell 



 
 
From: shay fennelly 
Sent: 06 December 
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: submission to MSP 06122019 

 

 
Hello, 
 
I wish to make a submission in the form of a question on the MSP Framework. 
 
What  lessons have been learned by government agencies from the Bantry Bay 
Charter Management Plan 1997-2000 and the bottom up process that resulted a 
coastal zone management plan for Bantry Bay? 
 
Please acknowledge receipt of my submission. 
 
regards, 
Shay Fennelly 



 
 
From: Tim Lowry
Sent: 11 Decemb
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Offshore Renewable Energy - IRM 

 

Hi, 

 

My submission is with regards to the long term considerations of Offshore Renewable 

Energy post the initial installation of the assets. 

 

To make Ireland the leading cutting edge world wide hub for the IRM (Inspection, 

Repair & Maintenance) phase of offshore energy with particular emphasis on the 

Inspection element. This is a policy direction I submit to be added to the the National 

Marine Planning Framework. 

 

The IRM phase of Offshore Renewable Energy is in its relative infancy. The majority of the 

technology and experience in such activities is currently attempting to transition from the Oil 

& Gas sector which has been ineffective at embracing new technology over the past decades. 

 

There is huge opportunities and scope to encourage an innovative technology industry to 

develop within Ireland within the IRM sector with the goal to become a worldwide hub for its 

development. It requires a multi facet approach of hardware, software, AI, Big Data, Cloud 

computing etc to drive innovation within the sector.  

 

We already have significant expertise within ongoing IRM on onshore wind farms. We are 

therefore well placed to combine this with the marine and subsea element unique to offshore. 

 

Some examples of Irish entities perfectly placed to take advantage of this opportunity 

particularly the inspection element: 

 

- https://www.marei.ie/facilities/marine-robotics/ 

- https://www.smartbay.ie/ 

- https://cathxocean.com/ 

-http://www.faztechnology.com/ 

- https://www.esriuk.com/en-gb/home 

 

Encouraging the above and attracting others to this cutting edge sector with long term 

economic and social prospects to make Ireland the leading world wide hub for the IRM of 

offshore energy is a policy direction I would submit to be added to the the National Marine 

Planning Framework. 

 

Kind regards 

Tim Lowry 

 

https://www.marei.ie/facilities/marine-robotics/
https://www.smartbay.ie/
https://cathxocean.com/
http://www.faztechnology.com/
https://www.esriuk.com/en-gb/home


 
 
From: Michael Mulligan
Sent: 21 December 201
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: Draft NMPF Submissions 

 

I would concur strongly with Chapter 6.0 of the NMPF. 

 

 

Mick Mulligan 

 

 



From: Cllr. Derek Mitchell MCC  

Sent: 06 January 2020 09:55 

sultation on the National Marine Planning Framework Arklow Bay Hotel 9th 

Jan 6 pm 

 

Derek, 

Thanks for the notification of the Marine Consultation, I will attend. I enclose a submission 

on this and want to bring up the points about windfarms at the meeting. 

Could you please forward it to the organisers so they can consider the point about Visual 

Impact. 

 

Councillor Derek Mitchell (FG), Member Wicklow County Council, 

  

  

Submission to Consultation Process on Marine Planning & Development 

Bill with reference to Offshore Renewal Energy and marine leisure.   

  

I represent the Greystones Municipal District and am concerned about the 

Visual Impact of proposed windfarms from the land. Particularily on large 

towns that face the sea and place significant emphasis on maintaining an 

attractive vista from promenades and piers such as Greystones & Bray. These 

towns have made significant investments in the seafronts and vistas. Also from 

coastal walks such as Bray Head and Kilcoole. 

The Consenting process needs to explicitly consider the scale of the Visual 

Impact from the land. It also needs to consider the combined visual impact of 

all seaward developments from these locations, not just the specific licence 

being applied for. This needs to be balanced against the National need for 

carbon free electricity and using the wind resources which we have.  

The development of a large windfarm with a smaller visual effect, well out to 

sea, should take priority over a small one with a larger visual effect. There 

should be a limit to the visual effect permitted in such towns. 

In 2005 the Codling windfarm obtained a windfarm licence for 220 turbines 

which are 15km from the coast at the nearest point, The plan had a 25 degree 

angle of view from Greystones and generated 1100 Mw, possibly the largest of 

any  proposed in Ireland. There is talk of an extension to this. 

The Dublin Array application seems similar to the Kish/Bray bank one which 

was for 145 turbines the nearest within 9 Km of the coast. The Visual Impact 

documents, which were on display in Garda stations, say it will have an angle of 

view of 62 degrees from Greystones. They describe the impact as ‘adverse 

moderate’ on Greystones and ‘adverse major’ on the view from the Cliff Walk. 



It must also have a significant impact on Bray. The visual impact of the 

combined schemes is described as ‘significant’ on Greystones. 

The 25 degree angle of view is reasonable, the 62 degree is not, especially 

considering the combined effect which is probably 87 degrees. 

None of the Documents on the Planning & Consenting framework seem to 

mention the Visual Impact and it must be a factor. This should especially 

reference seaside towns with a large population. 

Local areas which have this visual intrusion forced on them should also receive 

a benefit. An industrial facility such as a power station may negatively affect an 

area but benefits, such as jobs, rates and trade come to the area. The same 

should apply to windfarms. 

The local Municipal District should formally input their views to the 

Consenting process in a similar way to that prescribed for Strategic Housing 

Developments applying to Bord Pleanala. This specifies that a formal input 

from the Municipal District should be sent in following a presentation on the 

project. 

There should be a time limit on any permission. It is not satisfactory that 

permits remain valid after 15 years of no progress. 

  

Marine Leisure. 

Marine leisure for the local population needs to be encouraged. Facilities such 

as public slipways, walks, marinas, dredging, mooring, boat storage for boats, 

canoes etc. Need to be provided. Where the population is expanding these 

facilities need to be expanded in a similar way to sports pitches are provided on 

the land as a part of town planning. Much marine literature seems to prevent 

development, these types need to be encouraged.  

Marine leisure is useful for tourism and is the largest provider of jobs in the 

marine environment. 

  

  

Sincerely 

Derek Mitchell 
 

  
Kiltoorish, 
Manor Avenue,  
Greystones, 
Co. Wicklow, 



  

 

 

Consultation on the 

National Marine 

Planning Framework 

Report 
By Sophie Devereux 

 

 



Consultation on National Marine Planning Framework Baseline Report  
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The National Marine Planning Framework is the public’s chance to get involved with the 

management of Ireland’s marine areas. Traditionally, the organisation and regulation of 

marine-based activities have been in the hands of a few stakeholders, industries and the 

government. However, today, everyone is given a chance to contribute. The following are 

comments on the Sports and Recreation section of The National Marine Planning Framework 

Consultation Draft. 

The National Marine Planning Framework Baseline Report 2018 provides an outline of the 

importance of marine sports, leisure clubs, activates, its’ potential benefits, and the economic 

benefits of using the sea for sports and recreational activities may have.  

Ireland’s standing as a leading surfing destination is recognised in this report. Surfers flock to 

find the rare spots that are not utilised by the public as crowded surf spots and beaches are seen 

as hazardous. As well as that, these crowded spots may be intimidating to beginner surfers and  

marine users as well. It should be highlighted that many tourists who visit Ireland engage in 

such activities and adventure. The report should recognise the significant crossovers between 

the interactions of tourism and sport and recreation. 

In relation to sport participation of the Irish population, the framework suggests that swimming 

is the second most popular sport in Ireland. However, is this indoor or outdoor swimming? As 

the information is not clear, we need to consider how we can encourage the public to swim in 

outdoor recreational areas and participation in other marine sports and recreational activities. 

Sport and recreational activities propose many benefits such as staying fit and social 

interaction. This may help us strengthen our engagement with the sea.  

To gain full potential and benefits of beaches like Easky in Sligo and Keel Achill, Mayo,  

should be accessible to all individuals. Beaches like the above mentioned have inadequate 

accessibility for the public. To increase accessibility to these beaches, maybe consider the 
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introduction of bus routes to and from. This will help the general public as well as tourists who 

visit Ireland.  

From an adventure sports point of view, we should develop the coastline in a way that the coast 

is understood to be a vital part of the ecosystem. We need to include rather than exclude coastal 

communities in the thought process of how can we benefit from this plan while also 

contributing to the rebirth of rural Ireland. We must keep qualities such as remoteness and a 

sense of wilderness prominent. These qualities are what attract the public and other marine 

users to these landscapes in the first place. This can also be related to maintaining a healthy 

marine ecosystem.  

Objectives from the framework suggest protection and sustainability of facilities however,  

there is a lack of facilities such as public restrooms, changing rooms and rubbish bins. To be 

environmentally friendly is almost impossible when there are no bins provided to do so. 

Beaches that do provide public restrooms and changing rooms often open only during peak 

times during summer months, e.g., Enniscrone beach. Users are forced to change in the open 

air in the winter and spring months. By creating increased access to public restrooms and 

changing rooms, we can help our marine coasts be more environmentally and user-friendly. 

Training courses for outdoor recreation instructors should include a section of how marine 

users can protect the environment they use. Profits made by corporate and outdoor recreation 

companies that use such facilities should go towards the maintenance of these facilities.  

Another problem that needs consideration is access to facilities for people with disabilities. 

Access to beaches and piers can be difficult for people with disabilities and therefore restricts 

their engagement and participation with marine coasts. We need to improve current facilities 

for disability users as well as building new facilities in areas that do not have them.  
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Lastly, the framework should have measurable and achievable goals that can be reviewed 

regularly (monthly, quarterly, yearly or bi-annually). These reviews should be carried out 

locally, provincially and nationally. 

 



Capt. Alex Blackwell, MSC., Lic. Master Mariner 

  

Terra Marique Potens 

04-12-2019 
 
MSP Submissions 
Marine Spatial Planning Section 
Department of Housing, Planning, 
Community and Local Government 
Newtown Road 
Wexford Y35 AP90 
 
Via email: msp@housing.gov.ie 
 

Re: NMPF Submission on Marine Infrastructure 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Having studied the published draft documents, and as an active member of several national and 
regional marine stakeholder organizations, I would like to request that you include the following 
overarching sections into the National Marine Planning Framework Document: 
 

 Marine Infrastructure 
 Marine Planning 
 Foreshore Licensing 

 
Whereas these are mentioned in passing in the individual subsections of the draft document, they 
warrant much greater discussion. 
 
Furthermore, all of these have hitherto been administered by one single entity. This has caused huge 
problems with work and decisions being severely backlogged. As these are both are of local/regional 
relevance, their control should be devolved to the relevant local authorities, of course under national 
guidance/supervision. It is understood that in most instances the local authorities lack the expertise and 
experience to deal with these matters. Where this expertise is lacking, I am sure there are plenty of 
local members of the public, who could be seconded into the authority until such time as the expertise 
is available inhouse. With Authorities such as Mayo County Council, this expertise is already by and 
large in place and there should be no need to delay this process. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration 
 
 
Sincerely yours 
 
 

 
 
Alex Blackwell 
 



Capt. Alex Blackwell, MSC., Lic. Master Mariner 

  

Terra Marique Potens 

18-02-2020 

 

MSP Submissions 

Marine Spatial Planning Section 

Department of Housing, Planning, 

Community and Local Government 

Newtown Road 

Wexford Y35 AP90 

 

Via email: msp@housing.gov.ie 

 

Re: NMPF Submission on Coastal Navigation Charting 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

It is requested that consideration be given to the lack of updated coastal navigation charts along much 

of the coastline of the island of Ireland. 

 

The current charts for much of our coastline are based on soundings done in the 1800s when very 

detailed charts were produced. Where the information is questioned by the hydrographers it is simply 

omitted. The chart latitude and longitude references taken from those charts are often quite inaccurate, 

and can place a vessel on land, while it is actually in mid-channel, as seen here. 

 

 
A screenshot of a chart plotter showing the vessel as having come in contact with shore, while it is 

actually travelling mid-channel as shown on the right. 

 

This can also be demonstrated when one overlays a satellite image on the chart as shown by Navionics 

here: 

 



  

Terra Marique Potens 

Of course, this applies conversely: actual rocks, reefs, and other obstructions are in locations quite a 

distance from where they are depicted on the charts. 

 

A solution to this problem is available, but it has to date not been possible to implement it due to 

political and other constraints. The Marine Institute and other organizations have been conducting very 

detailed georeferenced hydrographic surveys of large segments of the Irish coastline. However, as all of 

the available navigation charts (digital and paper) originate with the UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO), 

it has not been possible to incorporate this valuable information into the charts used by mariners. 

 

It is requested that a means be found to publish the updated survey information in such a way that 

private and commercial mariners may avail of it. This would either entail an agreement being made 

with the UKHO to incorporate the new data in their charts, or for an Irish Hydrographic Office being 

established, where charts for Irish waters could be published from. 

 

Thank you very much for your consideration 

 

 

Sincerely yours 

 

 
 

Alex Blackwell 

 

 

 



 
From: Ann McAvoy 
Sent: 16 January 2020 13:25 
To: Marine Spatial Planning <msp@housing.gov.ie> 
Cc: 
Subject: submission to Marine Spatial Planning from Wicklow aquanauts scuba diving club.  

 

Dear Sir  
We would like to see that the  marine biodiversity along the Wicklow coastline is protected. 
It is our natural heritage that once lost may never be recovered. It is threatened by climate 
change but also by 
pollution, building development and over fishing.  ( Particularly in Greystones scallop boats 
coming  in very close to the shore and dredging up the sea bottom.) 
 
Any offshore development should be preceded by a biodiversity study of the sea bottom so 
that minimum upset is caused to wildlife. 
 
Ann McAvoy  
Wicklow Aquanuats  
 


