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Marine Protected Areas - Summary of submission comments. 
 
 

 
 

Total Number of Comments - 116 
 
Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 
 

1. There are a range of opposing comments in this section. Some people feel that sensitivity 
mapping of all areas needs to be conducted forthwith, and others believe there are enough 
MPAs already.  

2. Other comments involve Assessments, the Birds and Habitats Directive, and missing or 
unrecorded MPAs. 

3. Two suggestions for new Agencies are noted: a Coast Protection Office and a Marine 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

4. Impact on Fisheries, Enforcement and Zoning are three further themes throughout. 
 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
Wicklow Co. Council 
“Coastal Protection Office: There is a need for a system or office that is able to fast track coastal 
protection schemes once the relevant environmental reports are in place. With the current rapid 
changes in our climate we simply don't have time to wait years while the present system assesses 
plans.  In addition to the range of coast protection options, consideration should be given to the use 
of kelp to provide added protection.” 
 
Jenifer Whitmore TD 
“Call for different types of MPAs, which include no-take zones. Address the disproportionate focus on 
SACs and SPAs in the draft NMPF. Clarify the process of designating SMAs, including the proposed 
governance structures to manage them. The ecological coherence of sites needs to be a 
consideration of MPA design. Governance of SMAs is only referenced in the appendix and should 
instead be located in the main body of the Framework.” 
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BIM 
“Future development of MPAs in Ireland requires careful planning and high levels of collaboration 
with the current and potential coastal users. In particular the issue of fishery displacement as a 
consequence of implementing management measures must be subject to robust assessment.” 
 
Seal Rescue Ireland 
“SRI hopes that any violations of wildlife protection legislation, or illegal activities within MPAs, 
should be investigated and enforced to the full extent of the law on a local and national level.” 
 
Federation of Irish Salmon and Sea Trout Anglers 
“Marine Environmental Protection Agency: An independent Marine Environmental Protection Agency 
(MEPA) should be set up to monitor all emissions into the marine environment by aquaculture and 
other marine industry operators.” 
 
Oriel 
“Ireland has a wide network of marine protected sites through its marine SACs and SPAs. Due to the 
mobility of many protected species, Oriel does not consider that further designation of geographic 
MPAs is necessarily appropriate but that a policy led approach is more suitable.” 
 



MSP process beyond NMPF- Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 14 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Implementation concerns post-NMPF publication  

2. Further Public Engagement with Planning Process is desired (not strictly limited to Marine or 

MSP) 

3. Lack of awareness of NMPF Public Consultation Process (communication with public) 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Holly Cairns TD & Cllr. Ross O’Connell ; 

‘’The NMPFCD makes extensive references to forms of public engagement or consultation 

within the planning process. A clear definition of what is meant by this - such as the form it 

would take, the mechanisms involved, the responsibilities of different stakeholders is 

essential for the proper function of a plan aimed at local ecological, economic, and 

environmental development.  

 

Coastal and island communities should be at the heart of the NMPF. Planning should harness 

and actively employ the capacities of communities to shape and direct projects and 

developments. Under current and planned policies and structures, the public and local 

stakeholders are too often unable to meaningfully participate (CoCoNet 2004). In addition, 

recent campaigns in West Cork, including the Save Our Skibbereen Project (SOS 2019) and 

Bantry Bay - Protect Our Native Kelp Forest (bantrybaykelpforest.com 2020) illustrate the 

lengths local communities have to go to challenge planning decisions, which are conducted 

at great financial and temporal expense. Instead, a participative framework should facilitate 

the incorporation of public concerns through accessible, proactive, and progressie 

approaches. The NMPF presents an ideal opportunity to re-imagine a more participative and 

civic form of planning in Ireland’’ 
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2. Heather O’Connor;  

‘’Suggestions in engaging the public are; 

 • Provide a space of positivity and knowledge exchange from both the panel and audience, it 

is important to value the publics opinion when in their presents 

• Open up social media outlets. Your twitter is quite good, open it up to more popular outlets 

for young people such as Facebook, Instagram, adds on various social medias. 

• Utilize college settings they are full of informed members of the public looking for a chance 

to contribute to our future. Our college GMIT in particular have an amazing green campus 

society with truly wise and knowledgeable people. There is also an Outdoor Education course 

on campus who too can offer great insight. Use these college settings through information 

evenings, contacting chairpersons of societies, information stalls. This can be applied to all 

colleges 

• Utilizing sporting bodies, water based in particular. Communicate with them via email, 

social media and or information evenings. These are hugely valuable water users with some 

of the most valuable insights to the past, present and future of Irish water.  

• Radio stations. A radio slot was offered to the National Marine planning network during 

the information night I attended. These are valuable opportunities with active members of 

the public often listening. 

• Contact local environmental groups pushing for change, things like this are their 

opportunities to make a change. Suggestions include: Extinction Rebellion, Fridays for Future, 

The Galway Environmental Network (the local environmental networks, not just the national 

network, some have more of a concern for coastal regions then others)’’ 

 

3. Coastal and Marine Systems Research MaRei, University College Cork;  

‘’ It is not fully clear how the NMPF will work in practice: in particular, it is difficult to 

determine its alignment with existing sub-national planning mechanisms. The Marine 

Planning and Development Management Bill will create a new nearshore area where local 

authorities will have specified responsibilities. It would, however, be useful to state if and 

how the nearshore, and wider maritime area, can be reflected in, for example, County 

Development and Local Area Plans, and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies’’. 

 

4. Irish Planning Institute re: Public Participation;  

‘’It is critical that any plans, at any level, involve cross-community consultation and 

consensus in order to provide the policies and objectives contained therein with the optimal 

chance of success. This includes not only the infrastructure, energy and economic actors and 

providers, but also other stakeholders that are affected by development, either directly or 

indirectly. The IPI commends the Department’s MSP team in its significant efforts to engage 

the wider public and stakeholders in the making of this Draft NMPF, including extensive use 

of social media. The IPI would, however, strongly recommend that the final NMPF sets out 

clear and unambiguous guidelines and targets for plan consultation at the sub-national 

level’’. 

 

 

 



Broader Context-  Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 276 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Climate Change – multiple comments stressing the importance of Climate Change objectives 

being a key factor of the NMPF.  

2. Implementation- multiple comments covering legislation, interaction between Marine 

sectors, conflict resolution and the role of communities in Marine Planning (among others) 

3. Biodiversity- multiple comments stating the importance of maintaining and improving 

Ireland’s Marine Biodiversity and Natural Capital wealth.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. The Bryden Centre, Letterkenny Institute of Technology;   

‘’ There is a need for a realistic picture of the conflicts between objectives and how these 

will be resolved. While there is recognition that there will be interaction between objectives, 

the NMPF must acknowledge more clearly that conflicts will arise, particularly when aiming 

for both maximum economic growth and sustainability. Processes for the resolution of these 

conflicts will determine the success or otherwise of the NMPF. Consideration needs to be 

given to what mechanisms will be available and how these will operate in practice’’.  

 

2. SSE Airtricity;  

 

‘’The implementation of a strategic, concise and informed marine spatial plan is key to 

supporting the sustainable growth of Ireland’s marine area. We welcome the draft NMPF 

and hope our recommendations will be incorporated into the final draft. Climate change is 

one of the defining issues of our time. Ireland is a signatory to the Paris Agreement which 
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sets the course to 2050 and will support the long-term decarbonisation of the economy. 

Ireland needs to make a radical change in its approach to climate change mitigation and we 

believe developing our offshore wind resource can deliver in this regard. We welcome the 

recognition that has been afforded to offshore wind in the draft NMPF. This needs to be 

matched with enabling policy and regulatory policies to ensure Ireland can develop at least 

3.5GW of offshore wind by 2030’’. 

 

3. SWIM Ireland;  

‘’International research suggests that the holistic approach to marine planning is preferable 

but does come with its own challenges. One of the biggest issues that seems to recur 

throughout the research is the theme of effective communication between the various 

stakeholders, and how they all interact with one another. In order to have effective 

communication the goals and objectives for this framework need to be forward thinking and 

pinpoint stakeholders that are proactive in supporting the planning process. The framework 

should outline how stakeholders will interact, if they are required to, and how they can best 

come together’’. 

 

4. IFA Aquaculture; 

‘’ Forward planning should ensure that policies are clear and unambiguous, in order to 

provide clarity for policy and law makers, the community and users of the marine 

environment. Policy should make clear where certain activities will be allowed, encouraged 

or prohibited (subject to lack of conflict with other policies or Regulations). This is essential in 

order to provide clarity for the community, all water users including those engaged in 

aquaculture and fishing. 

 

IFA Aquaculture would welcome the opportunity for early and effective public engagement in 

the application process as it would aid clarity and provide better understanding of the 

process’’. 

 

 

5. Jaggie Whelan; 

‘’ I also think that having an environmentally friendly development of our coastlines goes 

hand in hand with sustainability. There cannot be one without the other. My opinion of this 

planning framework and the future of this countries marine areas will highly involve and be 

based around sustainability. Which is why I am worried about this framework’s priorities on 

these matters. The first goal of the HOOW is for a thriving maritime economy and while I 

think this goal is very important and is very beneficial for the future of Ireland and its marine 

environment, I just hope it does not come at the cost of the environment’’.  

 

6. Coastal Concern Alliance; 

‘’ 5. Socio Cultural – Non-Material Benefits: Proper consideration of Socio-Cultural aspects 

should be included in the NMPF. Socio cultural aspects are defined loosely as ‘the non-

material benefits people obtain from ecosystems through spiritual enrichment, cognitive 

development, reflection, recreation and aesthetic experiences’. 

Such non-material considerations are difficult to define but are of immense importance and 

should be included in any plan for Ireland’s coasts and seas. 

Recommendation: Socio-Cultural and Non-Material benefits of engagement with the sea 

should be given much greater emphasis in the NMPF’’. 



 



NMPF Introduction - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 13 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Recognition of Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) role in Marine Planning within 

NMPF structure.  

2. Certainty in the form of Legal Parameters desired 

3. Diagram/visual aid of Hierarchy of Plans desired 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Cork County Council ref- Introduction - Section 1;  

‘’We  feel  that  the   document  would   benefit  from  a   Schematic  Diagram  to   

demonstrate  inter relationships /links/hierarchies between the following: 

 

•     Marine Spatial  Planning Directive; 

•     Marine Strategy Framework Directive; 

•     Ospar Directive; 

•     National  Marine Planning  Framework; 

•     Marine Planning Policy Statement; and 

•     Marine  Planning and  Development Bill.’’ 

 

 

 

2. Heritage Council of Ireland;  

‘’In reading the report, it occurs to the Heritage Council that all broad areas of marine 

interface have been addressed to a greater or lesser degree; it also involves a wide number of 

key areas that have been historically absent or underdeveloped, to date. The new proposed 

planning framework should, if resourced appropriately, provide a great deal of certainty for 
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those who depend on the marine for a living, those who wish to invest in critical infrastructure 

in the marine environment and those who enjoy the coast and inshore waters for its intrinsic 

or recreational value. The Heritage Council concur with the list of benefits as listed in sections 

1.6 – 1.8 and would indeed add a further in terms of the State displaying a real and 

substantive engagement with our coastal and wider marine heritage and thereby meeting 

many of its wider international commitments. Finally, it is clear that this planning framework 

heralds the beginning of a new marine spatial planning era in Ireland and the HC looks 

forward in playing its part in whatever role it is felt appropriate over the coming 20-year 

horizon envisaged’’.  

 

3.  Coast Cleaners Mayo;  

‘’ Recommendation: Early in chapter 1.0 include a diagram showing the hierarchy of all the 

different documents to reduce the current confusion. Replacing the dots points at 1.11 with 

the chapter numbers (now that they are known) will make the structure explanation clearer 

and easier to reference’’.  

 

4. Waterford Institute of Technology 

 

‘’The integration of marine- with land-based strategies is important to realise some of the 

objectives set out in the framework; as is acknowledged, “Land-based infrastructure is critical 

to realizing the economic and social benefits of marine activities” (p.69). The promotion of 

“vibrant, accessible and sustainable rural coastal and inland communities” (p.66) requires 

alignment between marine and other strategies for economic development. More explicit 

requirements for alignment with all relevant strategies would be welcome as guidance in the 

document. In other words, given that the plan outlines support for transboundary proposals 

that have impacts beyond the maritime area, either on the terrestrial environment or 

neighbouring international jurisdictions, the draft NMPF would be improved if all plans were 

required to demonstrate how individual submissions fit to national and international 

priorities’’.  
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Non-indigenous Species - Summary of submission comments. 
 

 
 

Total Number of Comments - 10 
 
Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 

1. Most of the comments in this section relate to not only non-indigenous species but also 
native introduced species. There is a consistent thread proposing the monitoring and 
removal of both. 

2. Awareness raising, training and ideas for the elimination of both types of invasive species 
are put forward. 

3. The cost of dealing with non-indigenous and native invasive species to Ireland’s economy is 
referenced. 

 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
BIM 
“BIM have undertaken a lot of work to raise awareness of NIS within the Aquaculture sector in 
Ireland. Growers have voluntarily attended targeted training sessions and risk assessments have 
been carried out on a case by case basis. We are working with DAFM and a cross departmental and 
agency working group to develop a more structured approach to proportional risk assessment and 
biosecurity planning which will be applied to the entire sector.”  
 
Environmental Trust Ireland 
“Invasive species, such as the Zebra Mussel and Pacific Oyster, may displace native species and 
considerably alter biodiversity, and subsequently, ecosystem processes and services.     
The direct annual cost of invasive species to Ireland's economy is estimated to be over €200 million. 
There is a distinction between non-indigenous and invasive species. Indigenous species under certain 
conditions can themselves become problematic, hence the need for effective management and 
monitoring.”  
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IFA Aquaculture 
“IFA Aquaculture would like to note that under the Fish Health Directive (2006/88/EC) all aquaculture 
production businesses, must obtain fish health authorisation (FHA) from the Marine Institute. Part of 
the requirements for FHA include a Biosecurity plan outlining biosecurity measures and disinfection 
protocols mitigates risk off disease/invasives introduction.” 
 
SWAN Ireland 
“A minor point but the MSFD Descriptor 2 is about just that, non-indigenous species. However, the 
planning policies in the draft NMPF consultation document all specify non-indigenous invasive 
species. There is an important distinction to be made. Does the NMPF only consider damaging 
invasive species or any introduced species? The proposed D2 target in the latest draft MSFD Article 
17 report is to limit the number of new species introduction all together, not just invasives. 
The final NMPF needs to explicitly state whether it relates to invasive species only or all introduced 
species. Consistent wording needs to be applied throughout, starting with the title of this OMPP.” 
 



Ports, Harbours and Shipping - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments-120 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions;  

1. The strategic importance of Ports & harbours to the Irish economy is referenced in a 

considerable number of the submissions.   

2. There is a general belief from Regional Ports that the expansion of same should be 

encouraged.  

3. Submissions emphasise the importance of strategic, integrated land based planning to 

coordinate with Port planning for the purposes of transport & access to and from Ports.  

4. ORE industry point out that Port facilities required in ORE construction phase and 

maintenance phase are very different, and construction base does not have to be Port-

located. On the other hand, such development can be inclusive of Coastal area regeneration 

and a wider benefit to the community.  

5. Irish Wind Energy Association’s suggestion of Offshore Wind Enterprise Zones to be set up is 

worthy of further consideration given the commitments of both the Programme for 

Government and the post-Covid 19 economic challenges the country will face.  

 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Galway Harbour Company;  

‘’ The expansion of regional  Ports,  combined  with  related  infrastructural  access 

improvements, should be generally encouraged  to cope with forecast  increased economic   

output,  to  safeguard  against  risks  arising   from   Brexit  and,  more importantly,  to  

reduce  trucking  distances  and  related  emissions  between  our factories and our ports. A 

more balanced spread of port business around our coast would  aid  regional  economic  

competitiveness  and  is  capable  of  significantly reducing our carbon footprint.’’ 
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2. Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly;  

‘’ The National Planning Framework (NPF) highlights the maritime sector’s key role within the 

economy as an important gateway for the movement of people and freight between Ireland 

and its trading partners. Both the NPF and the Regional Spatial Economic Strategy recognise 

that Ireland’s port and shipping services play an important role as enablers of economic 

growth. Irish ports are critical infrastructure for international trade, with over 90% of our 

international trade moving by sea and also serve as logistics and distribution hubs. It is also 

noted that the Eastern and Midland Region is strategically located on part of the trans-

European transport network from Belfast to Rosslare Europort and is linked to the U.K. across 

the Irish Sea.’’ 

 

3. Port of Cork (POC); 

‘’ The potential of the marine economy cannot be considered in isolation but rather must be 

considered in a wider socio-economic context, building on the potential of the region and the 

potential of existing and future commercial synergies. The NMPF must not solely focus on 

environmental protection and compatibility of uses. Instead it must take account of a regions 

assets and the potential of that asset to strengthen and grow with appropriate investment. 

The POC is substantially located in an urban setting and therefore its activities are influenced 

by land-use planning and therefore competing uses. On the marine side the POC sits in 

Irelands larges natural harbour with many competing uses such as, leisure, tourism and 

environmental designations. The POC investment plans will potentially attract thousands of 

jobs to the region, a strategy which is in accordance with the objectives of the Governments 

Marine Strategy, ‘Harnessing Our Oceans Wealth’ and the National Planning Framework.’’ 

 

4. Shannon Foynes Port;  

‘’ There are 10  planning policies in the NMPF in respect of ports and harbours. These policies 

appear to focus on protecting existing ports, their operations and future expansion plans and 

ensuring that future non port related development does not hinder existing and future port 

expansion and operations. The NMPF does not appear, however, to have any policies, 

supporting the development and expansion of ports, notwithstanding significant supporting 

text in subsequent paragraphs. Such direct support is important, as it provides confidence 

and certainty to not only potential investors but also in the assessment and decision making 

associated with the planning application process.’’ 

 

 

5. Innogy Renewables; 

‘’ORE Policy 713 states that where potential for ports to contribute to ORE is identified, plans 

and policies related to this port must encourage development in such a way as to facilitate 

ORE and related supply chain activity. It should be noted that offshore wind farm 

developments need to be serviced from construction bases during their construction phases. 

However post-construction, offshore windfarm developments need to be serviced from 

operational and maintenance bases. The scale of base required for the construction phase of 

projects is significantly greater than the operational and maintenance phases. Operation and 

maintenance bases need not be exclusively located within ports and there are opportunities 

for various harbours around the coast to accommodate (and benefit from) such bases. 

Recommended Action; It is recommended that ORE Policy 7 is expanded to include not only 

ports but also harbours having regard to their potential suitability for use dependent on 

project specific considerations.’’ 



6. IWEA 

‘’ Government must bring together industry, ports and local communities to develop offshore 

wind enterprise zones. These should be located around those ports identified as suitable to 

support offshore wind energy projects and must serve as hubs to attract international 

investment and create links to Irish businesses and suppliers.’’ 

 

7. SSE Airtricity; 

‘’ We welcome ORE Policy 7 which focusses on the key role of ports. SSE believes that 

offshore wind can act as an enabler to unlock new infrastructure investment in Ireland’s 

ports. This has the potential to stimulate new employment opportunities and supply chain 

development. SSE has direct experience in the transformative role that energy infrastructure 

development can play in stimulating growth in regional port infrastructure in Ireland. We 

also have experience of this in Scotland with Beatrice Offshore Wind Farm and the coastal 

towns of Nigg and Wick. The Port of Nigg was utilised as the main location for offshore 

construction and marshalling works for Beatrice. Over 800 jobs were created during the 

construction period. The harbour town of Wick also benefited from significant investment. 

Two historic derelict buildings on Wick’s harbour front were purchased by SSE for restoration 

into the operational headquarters. An approximate £15m investment returned them to 

maritime use. The 90 employees needed to safely maintain and operate the wind farm during 

its 25-year lifespan are based in these buildings.’’ 

 

8. Northern and Western Region Assembly; 

‘’Infrastructural disparity – Regional Imbalance: 

 Whilst the Northern & Western Region boasts a significant extent of Atlantic Coastline, there 

is a marked weakness relating to the status of the Regions Ports, and Marine Infrastructure. 

This clear Regional inequality has become more pronounced and stark with the onset of 

Brexit, particularly the potential of a hard Brexit, with the initial absence of a Trade 

agreement between the UK and EU 27. North of Foynes in County Limerick, there are no 

ports of Tier 1 or Tier 2 status along the entire length of the Western seaboard. Galway Port 

and the port of Killybegs whilst strategically vital for the Marine economy are classified as 

Tier 3 (Ports of Regional significance), with the latter being a premier fishing port. 

 

The decision of the United Kingdom (UK) to leave the EU may have implications for Ireland’s 

ability to use the UK land bridge to access continental Europe, thus impacting upon a route 

that two thirds of Irish exporters use to reach continental Europe and potentially creating a 

need for alternative export and import facilities in Ireland. It may also have implications for 

management of the defence and security of our waters.’’ 

 

9. Dublin City Council;  

‘’ The Draft NMPF, under National  Ports Policy (Section  14.14),  identifies  Dublin  Port as  a 

Tier 1  Port. Section 14.7 of the NMPF  refers to the national  policy priority,  contained in  the 

NPF, to strengthen access routes to Ireland's ports through investment to upgrade and 

enhance the road transport network. The Development Plan contains an indicative mapped 

alignment and an objective MT032 which seeks to provide access to Dublin Port's operations 

on the north  and  south  side  of the bay through  the provision of the South  Port Access 

Route  (SPAR).  It this therefore it is  important  that the NMPF contains a robust policy 



position to support the investment required to deliver the SPAR, and maintains shipping lanes 

to Dublin Port.’’ 
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Related to Assessments - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments - 100 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 
1. Mitigation measures, Appropriate Assessment and SEA are frequently mentioned in the 

comments in this section.  
2. Also recurrent are the protection of sensitive marine areas, buffer zones, the impact on 

Fisheries, and proposed monitoring measures.  
3. With regard to Transboundary issues there are comments from the UK, Welsh and Northern 

Ireland governments.  
4. Visualisation impact assessments and community consultation with regard to ORE are also 

mentioned. Guidance for Consent Authorities on the balance of public benefits and impacts 
with regard to offshore wind projects is cited in the comments.  

5. EU Law, MSFD and Good Environmental Status comments are also noted. 
 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
EPA 
“Integration of SEA and AA into the NMPF: The NMPF is well placed to serve as a significant driver for 
addressing the environmental challenges facing Ireland, in partnership with other government 
departments and state agencies. The NMPF should however more clearly specify how it intends to 
protect environmentally sensitive areas in the marine and coastal environment.” 
 
ESB Generation and Trading 
“It is recognised that visualisation assessments will have to include a demonstration of consultation 
with communities that may be able to view future ORE development with the aim of minimising 
impact.” 
 
IWEA 
“Balancing the public benefits of offshore wind projects and the importance of the contribution of 
offshore wind farm development in achieving national targets relating to climate change with the 
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potential impact on seascape and landscape is critical. We welcome the intention of DHPLG to issue 
guidance to Consent Authorities on how public benefits and significant impacts are to be balanced.” 
 
Natural Resources Wales (Welsh Government) 
“The development of marine plans across the Irish Sea offers a significant opportunity to support the 
integrated management of these waters and we therefore welcome the recognition of the Welsh 
National Marine Plan.” 
 
NI Department for Communities, Historic Environment Division 
We particularly welcome the articulation in para 2.51 of the framework regarding the establishment 
of a new grouping for transboundary engagement in relation to marine planning across the six 
administrations. 
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Related to Maps or Data (MI) - Summary of submission comments. 
 

 
 
 

Total Number of Comments - 39 
 
Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 

1. Datasets and technology: Data from the latest digital technologies will be paramount in 
informing the implementation of the NMPF. 

2. Regional and County level marine plans are commented upon and the Islands are 
represented. 

3. There are numerous comments about missing data, unrecorded sites and outdated maps. 
4. Some commenters have advised on diverse mapping data programs available to the 

Department.  
5. Zoning is mentioned to some extent and Sensitivity Mapping is a recurrent theme in the 

comments. 
6. The Landscape Character Map (11.12.) is welcomed. 

 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
Geological Survey Ireland/DCCAE 
“Geological Survey Ireland’s Marine and Coastal Unit in partnership with the Marine Institute, jointly 
manages INFOMAR, Ireland's national programme focused on seabed mapping; providing key baseline 
data for Ireland’s marine sector. […] We would therefore recommend use of our Marine and Coastal 
Unit datasets available on our website and Map Viewer.” 
 
Fáilte Ireland 
“Fáilte Ireland welcomes the hybrid approach chosen which involves zoning for specific activities or 
zoning certain areas. It will be vitally important that the process is robustly informed by accurate 
mapping and data across all sectors. It will be inevitable that there will be competing interests amongst 
the various sectors, however we are anxious to ensure that all activities are planned for properly, and 
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with a consideration of the potential negative impacts on the coastal and marine environment upon 
which the tourism industry is very much dependent.” 
 
Irish Marine Federation 
“We would respectfully point out that Map 14: Marinas around the Irish Coast is both out of date and 
incomplete and we recommend an update to this map be undertaken at the earliest opportunity.” 
 
Paul Lawlor TU 
“Drawing up marine plans at regional and coastal county level is likely to be informed by data (and 
mapping) sets. An inventory of the data and mapping requirements would need to be completed by 
both Regional Assemblies and Local Authorities and gaps would need to be identified (and addressed) 
in advance of regional (and county) level plans being drawn up.” 
 
Comhdail Oileann na hEireann 
“The development of appropriate datasets and indicators of this social and biocultural diversity is 
vitally important to ensure that it can be incorporated into planning tools and become visible within 
the decision making processes. In parallel Comhdháil proposes that resources are put in place to survey, 
map and protect the many unlisted heritage sites and structures that exist on all of our offshore 
islands.” 
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Relevant to the Whole Plan - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments - 245 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 
1. This section of comments is extremely broad.  
2. Format of the plan and the use of plain English are concerns raised throughout. 
3. The issues of public consultation and engagement are frequently raised both with regard to 

the NMPF process, and ongoing implementation measures. 
4. Many commenters have stated their support for the NMPF. 
5. There is some concern with regard to the priorities given to each pillar. 
6. The proposed MPDM Bill and the National Planning Framework are referenced.  
7. Suggestions concerning a new Agency or Department for the Marine are recurrent, 

especially in relation to Enforcement and Appeals. 
8. MSP EU Directives, SEA and Good Environment Status comments are noted. 

 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
“DAFM has provided context material supporting the aquaculture and fisheries policies set out in the 
draft National Marine Planning Framework highlighting the importance of fishing to the sustainability 
of coastal communities, the increased competition for space in the maritime area, the need to avoid 
spatial conflicts through meaningful engagement, the need to maintain a high standard of water 
quality and the need to manage fisheries in a way that is sustainable both economically and 
environmentally.” 
 
Waterford County Council 
“Collaboration: It is noted that the general content and focus of policies are supportive of development 
where underlying principles of the various EU Directive(s) are upheld, where adverse impacts must be 
avoided, minimised or mitigated and where development are consistent with Strategic Marine Activity 
Zones. In this regard it is vitally important that the policies are applied where a particular Strategic 
Marine Activity Zone has been devised on foot of full engagement with principle stakeholders 
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throughout local communities in order to define and quantify the scale, extent and acceptable use 
within the relevant zone.” 
 
Louth County Council 
"Training: In order to support the successful implementation of the NMPF and to increase awareness 
and highlight the importance and inter-relationship between land use and marine based planning, it is 
considered that there is an opportunity to provide training and workshops with Local Authority staff 
and other stakeholders. […]" 
 
EPA 
"Relationship with other plans and programmes: The NMPF clearly identifies the need to integrate and 
coordinate marine planning with land use planning onshore, by highlighting the relationship with the 
National Planning Framework in particular." 
 
Commissioners of Irish Lights 
"3.0 Overarching Marine Planning Policies: Consideration should be given to including a reference to 
Navigation Safety in Section 3. […]" 
 
ERVIA 
“Hydrogen projects (production, transport and storage) are not addressed in the draft NMPF. In our 
submission, Ervia is proposing that hydrogen is included as a key sector on its own. […].” 
 
ERVIA 
“The objectives and planning policies of the NMPF will be referenced in consent applications and 
consent decisions into the future. While there is a pattern to the way most policies are stated and 
grouped in the draft document, there are some inconsistencies, particularly in the overarching policies. 
It would be helpful if the pattern was followed for as many policies as possible.” 
 
ESB Generation and Trading 
“2. To summarise ESB is excited about the potential to be unlocked from our marine resource and 
welcomes the NMPF as a key step in ensuring that is done in a co-ordinated and sustainable fashion 
and fully supports that.[…]” 
 
Coast Cleaners Mayo 
“5. We believe that, in the context of marine spatial planning, the coastline is of such significance that 
a new ‘Coastline’ chapter is needed in the Framework. This might best be placed between current 
chapters four and five – as the first of the Key Sectoral chapters. However, if a stand-alone chapter is 
not considered appropriate, an alternative would be a stand-alone section in chapter two to ensure 
everyone recognises the unique significance of the coastline in marine planning and development.” 
 
Seal Rescue Ireland 
“1. Section 3.0: Overarching Marine Planning Policies: Currently the three core pillars of the NMPF: 
Environmental, Social & Economic, are considered of equal priority. SRI suggests that the Framework 
restructure these pillars to prioritise the environmental pillar, as both the economic and social pillars 
can only properly function with an intact environment to live in and extract resources from towards 
economic growth.” 
 
Easkey Britton 
“Address the fragmented nature of marine governance in Ireland by bringing marine-related activities 
under the aegis of one Government Department or a ‘Marine Ireland’ Agency.” 
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Catherine O'Toole 
“2. Enforcement: Local Area Plans need to be able to be enforceable, not over-ridden from a higher 
authority as they currently are. Implementation and enforcement need to be strong. An appeals 
method should be in place that is fair and accessible for anyone to use. At the moment there are many 
different ways to appeal different types of planning. This is confusing for people who want to appeal 
planning permission, and is a drain on government resources to have so many appeals bodies. 
Proposed: That the NMPF suggests a single appeals body, which has different units within it which 
looks at different licences. This would aim to streamline the appeals process, making it easier to 
navigate, and bringing all those working in the area together to share their expertise.” 
 
Noelle Angley 
“By comparison with other policy documents, notably Project Ireland 2040, I have found the Draft 
National Marine Planning Framework to be a laboursome read. The language is not simple and direct. 
I also feel that the document is structured in a way that different groups would find it difficult to access 
their personal areas of interest. I feel the document could be so much more accessible, inspiring, 
guiding and user friendly if it was written like other recent and excellent Government policy 
documentation such as Project Ireland 2040.” 
 
Trinity Centre for Environmental Humanities, TCD 
"We are hugely encouraged that the Marine Planning Policy and Development Division have indicated 
that they favour, where appropriate, community-led co-management approaches to marine planning 
and management such as regional and local coastal partnerships. We support the idea of pilot local 
coastal partnerships in the near future." 
 
IBEC 
"2. Ambition: Ibec commends the ambition of the plan. The document succeeds in mapping the 
contribution the sector makes to the national and regional economies and the many commercial and 
non-commercial opportunities yet to be realised. Ibec welcomes the plan’s embrace of the goals set 
out in Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth (HOOW); the delivery of a thriving maritime economy, the 
protection of healthy ecosystems, and a strengthening of our engagement with the sea." 
 
DAERA (Marine Plan team) 
“The strong synergies of your Framework with the draft Marine Plan for Northern Ireland, published 
for consultation in April 2018, are most welcome. In particular, we note the use of the cascading 
approach to address adverse impacts from proposals, in most of the Framework’s policies.” 
 
BioAtlantis 
"Equal weighting between environmental, economic & societal aspects: BioAtlantis recommend that 
equal weighting should be given to environmental, economic and societal aspects of any plan. This 
should be the cornerstone of the NMPF and should be enshrined in law." 



Rural and Island Communities- Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 63 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Importance of the Marine sector to Rural and Island Communities 

2. Acknowledgement that Rural and Island Communities require support and investment 

3. Widespread support for vibrant Coastal Communities 

4. Desire for decision making autonomy in local island communities 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly;  

‘’The Regional Spatial Economic Strategy further recognises the importance of this sector to 

rural economies which can be enhanced through innovation and diversification; RPO 6.7: 

Support local authorities to develop sustainable and economically efficient rural economies 

through initiatives to enhance sectors such as agricultural and food, forestry, fishing and 

aquaculture, energy and extractive industries, the bioeconomy, tourism, and diversification 

into alternative on-farm and off-farm activities, while at the same time noting the 

importance of maintaining and protecting the natural landscape and built heritage’’. 

 

2. Southern Regional Assembly;   

‘’ Strengthened support in the Draft NMPF for the delivery of improved digital infrastructure 

to coastal and island communities is recommended as a key enabler for economic and social 

development. This is a good example of land use and marine planning integration to deliver a 

shared infrastructure priority to all locations. In addition to Chapter 4 Strong Economy 

outlined above, digital connectivity is also supported by RSES RPOs 134 Smart Cities and 

Smart Region, RPO 135 High quality high capacity international digital transmission, RPO 136 

National Broadband Plan (NBP) and RPO 138 Digital strategies’’. 
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3. Udarás na Gaeltachta;  

‘’ It is  imperative  that  every support  and  development  opportunity  is  provided  to 

vulnerable and marginal  coastal communities so as to ensure their on-going viability. 

Providing a  long-term framework as set out in the NMPF, along  with the supporting policies, 

will which create the enabling conditions  in  which enterprises and investors will have the 

confidence to invest in new enterprise formation. Such new investment in enterprise 

formation   will   benefit from   financial and development measures supported through  

Údarás  na Gaeltacht.  These interventions will ensure that enterprises trading in these   

sectors will create and sustain opportunities for economic development and employment  

and  ensure   the sustainability and viability of rural  and coastal  communities.  Such 

economic activity, based as it is on natural, indigenous marine resources will also continue  to 

produce high-quality Irish products and services serving regional, national and  international 

markets’’. ‘’  

 

4. Comhdáil Oileann na hEireann- Ref. Island Regional Plans;  

‘’The inhabited offshore islands are unique in that they are highly dependent on the marine 

space and are a microcosm of the wider country. This presents a unique opportunity to 

establish a community partnership pilot to examine models of planning and governance 

across four regions of the country. The islands have built up over many years connections 

with various sectors, academia and other communities with the result that there is significant 

levels of expertise on the islands. 

 

Recommendation: Comhdháil propose the development of a detailed “Offshore Islands 

Regional Plan” to incorporate the inhabited offshore islands of Ireland and their associated 

marine areas out to the six mile limit and within the Baseline. The examination of a “results 

based approach” for the various descriptors within the NMPF could be central to the pilot so 

that available resources can be used effectively in partnership with island communities’’. 

 

5. Waterford Institute of Technology;  

 ‘’ It should be acknowledged that many of Ireland’s Gaeltachtaí are traditionally marine-

facing communities with much significant marine-based activity, economic and otherwise. 

The clear cross-over between this current framework, various strategies for rural 

development, Gaeltacht development strategies and Irish language promotion strategies 

should be referenced in the document. Again, the framework should insist on alignment with 

all these relevant strategies and policies; it is important that the various strategies are not 

seen as creating competing demands.The draft plan notes that consideration should be given 

to opportunities that may benefit the sustainability of rural coastal and island communities, 

including local job creation and local training either directly or through supply chain projects. 

The broader inclusion of training needs to be considered across all planning 

recommendations to ensure best practice, encourage innovation and build the quality of jobs 

available to coastal communities’’. 

 


