
Energy (Petroleum) - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments-44 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Note; All public submissions on Petroleum were received before the new Government was 

formed, therefore the comments do not necessarily reflect the new Government’s position 

on Petroleum policies, particularly in relation to continued petroleum exploration.   

2. Submissions generally reflect the uncertainty (at the time of consultation) around the future 

of petroleum exploration. 

3. Individual and NGO submissions welcome the ceasing of oil exploration and drilling, and 

request that the same policies are implemented for Gas exploration (this is now Government 

policy under the new Programme for Government).  

4. Contradiction in allowing policy (at the time of consultation) on Gas exploration to continue 

versus stated objective of transitioning to a low carbon economy is pointed out in several 

submissions.   

 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht;  

‘’ The recent Government announcement about a moving away from oil exploration is 

referenced on Page 24 under Section 2.55, but this change is not reflected in Chapter 10. It 

is suggested that Chapter 10 needs to be extensively re-written in light of this change in 

government policy.’’ 

 

2. Southern Region Assembly;  

‘’The SRA recommend a re-balancing of the approach in the policies for Petroleum under 

Section 10.0 to reconcile security of supply and a just transition away from our reliance on 
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carbon energy sources with the urgent need for climate action under the Governments 

Climate Action Plan 2019 and priorities for research, innovation and integration of marine 

renewable resources to energy grids. As worded, support for the long-term supply and role of 

petroleum as a priority sector contradicts Draft NMPF Section 11.0 which supports the 

establishment of Ireland as a world leader in offshore renewable energy deployment.’’ 

 

 

3. Catherine O’Toole; 

‘’Section 10 objective states that in the short to medium term new oil explorations will be 

used for the domestic market, and that this is in keeping with the White Paper. This fails to 

look at alternatives such as geothermal, tidal and wave, all of which could be progressed in 

Ireland with better funding. Proposed: Point to be included in section 10 that exploring for oil 

goes directly against our long term energy policy of transitioning towards a low carbon 

energy system, and that alternative energy should be explored along with a decrease of 

domestic energy use through building new developments to passive house standards, 

retrofitting buildings, educating people on reducing electricity needs, micro generation, and 

the ability to sell locally generated electricity back to the grid.’’ 

 

4. Royal Town Planning Institute;  

‘’Petroleum Policy 1 - We question if saying “proposals that maximise the long-term supply of 

petroleum should be supported” is within the spirit of the Government’s Climate Action Plan 

and how it envisages a major shift away from oil combustion with the heat and transport 

sectors ? ‘’ 

 

 

5. Paul Lawlor (Technological University Dublin);  

‘’However, it is submitted that the Framework does not take adequate account of the 

Climate Emergency (declared in June 2019) and that there is not enough emphasis given to 

the fact that carbon fuels will be phased out in the coming decades given Irelands 

commitment to reduce greenhouse gases (as an EU member and Signatory of the Paris 

Agreement) and our objective to become carbon neutral by 2050. In this context, it is difficult 

to understand why policies such as ‘Petroleum Policy 1 which states Proposals that maximise 

the long-term supply of petroleum should be supported, provided they fully meet the 

environmental safeguards contained within licensing processes’ (p. 112, Draft National 

Marine Planning Framework). Given the governments stated position in 2019 with respect to 

ending explorations for new carbon based fuel sources, it seems clear that this policy is 

contrary to many other government policies on transitioning the Ireland onto a low carbon 

climate resilient path. The note included on page 24 of the Draft DNMPF which states ‘the 

continued exploration for and extraction of new offshore natural gas reserves can be 

consistent with a low carbon transition’ is acknowledged with respect to this matter. 

However, the lack of detail provided in this instance is notable and a justification of the 

reasoning behind this advice is necessary.’’ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Energy (Transmission) - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments-46 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. A number of submissions note the importance of a safe, secure and reliable electricity 

supply to the social and economic wellbeing of the country. The interconnector projects are 

mentioned in several submissions in relation to the aforementioned.  

2. Importance of Interconnectivity is emphasised in relation to domestic and international 

electricity grids.  

3. Link with land based infrastructure of critical importance.  

4. Possibility of further development and investment in Gas pipelines becoming a stranded 

asset.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. EirGrid (1);  

‘’ The electricity transmission grid’s importance in supporting our society and economy 

should not be understated. EirGrid notes and welcomes reference and emphasis placed on 

this in the draft framework in Section 9.0 which will support a safe, secure and reliable supply 

of electricity and assist EirGrid   in   the successful implementation of its Grid Development 

Strategy -  Your Grid, Your Tomorrow (2017) (ENCL2). This is imperative to meeting national 

targets  for electricity generation, climate change targets, and security of energy supplies’’. 

 

 

2. EirGrid (2);  

‘’ An increased strategic spatial focus will be of the utmost benefit in facilitating EirGrid to 

successfully plan for the future transmission network and is of particular importance in 

EirGrid’s (2017), recently published, Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios 2017: Planning our Energy 

Future (ENCL3) which brings together a wide range of factors which can influence the 
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evolution of the electricity sector. One of EirGrid’s roles is to plan the development of the 

electricity transmission grid to meet the future needs of society. The key to this process is 

considering the range  of possible ways  that  energy usage may change in the future through 

scenario planning’’.  

 

3. The Bryden Centre LYIT; 

‘’There should be better integration between Offshore and Onshore Renewables as well as 

existing infrastructure. Onshore locations which have good existing connections to the grid 

are likely to be chosen as connection points for power generated offshore’’. 

 

4. IBEC;  

‘’ Ibec broadly agrees with the objectives and planning policies set out in this section of the 

draft. Energy transmission and interconnection will play a critical role in the decarbonisation 

of our economy and in ensuring enhanced security of energy supply in the years ahead. We 

support the explicit references to both the (2015) White Paper on Energy and the 

Government Action Plan to Tackle Climate Disruption. Both emphasise the importance of 

transmission infrastructure and interconnectors to supporting the growing demand for 

sustainable energy. We welcome the inclusion of a specific policy on interconnection. Projects 

like the Celtic Interconnector can help Ireland meets renewable energy targets and deliver a 

more integrated and sustainable European energy system’’. 

 

 

5. Bórd Gais Energy;  

‘’Electricity inter-connectors (IC) are an integral part of Ireland’s developing energy system, 

providing security of supply and facilitating the growing proportion of intermittent 

renewables. They can provide significant benefits but realising these benefits requires close 

cooperation between marine and terrestrial policy development and planning. The electricity 

transmission network in Ireland already suffers from constraints in many areas and where an 

IC comes to shore it can have considerable impacts on the grid and other generators. In this 

context, BGE notes the reference in the NMPF to the prioritisation of land-based 

infrastructure to support transmission but we are concerned that this does not go far 

enough. The onshore and offshore planning frameworks must work together to ensure that 

social welfare is maximised’’.  

 

6. An Taisce;  

‘’ We acknowledge that section 9.11 states: ‘it is not envisaged that any further international 

interconnector [gas] pipelines will be constructed.’ However, all consideration of gas 

transmission and the associated infrastructure needs to take into account the issue of gas 

infrastructure becoming a stranded asset as Ireland transitions away from fossil fuel use as 

required by national and EU law. This should be included as an Issue for Sustainability’’. 
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Fisheries - Summary of submission comments. 
 

 
 

Total Number of Comments - 143 
 
Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 

1. The most frequently mentioned remarks in this section refer to Policy wording and the 
request for clarification on some points. 

2. Co-existence is a recurring theme. 
3. Seafloor Integrity is commented upon quite often. 
4. Food, Seafood and Food Security are repeated issues. 
5. ORE, Mitigation Measures and MPAs are mentioned regularly. 

6. Priority for small scale fisheries is important to some commenters. 

7. The MPDM Bill is mentioned throughout. 

8. The CFP, Sustainability, Commercial Fishing and Transboundary issues are referenced. 

Examples of comments in this section: 
 
BIM 
“Suggested Fisheries Policy 6 – Proposals supporting sustainable fisheries activities which contribute 
to national and EU food security should be strongly supported.” 
 
An Taisce 
“It is essential that the NMPF include strong policies requiring that fishing activity be carried out in a 
way that is truly compatible with ecosystem health, including marine species, seabirds and seafloor 
integrity and health.” 
 
Catherine O'Toole 
“Priority should be given for local, small scale fishing activities that are harvesting in an ecologically 
sustainable manner.” 
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Trinity Centre for Environmental Humanities, TCD 
We are concerned that fisheries and aquaculture fall outside the remit of the Marine Planning 
Development and Management Bill, as this Bill will be the primary legislation underpinning the NMPF. 
Although we understand that the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine will have 
obligations under the NMPF, it is difficult to see how coherent governance can be achieved if fisheries 
and aquaculture will not be underpinned by the new development management system to be 
contained in the Marine Planning and Development Management Bill. […] To ensure coherent 
governance we would like to see the competencies of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine brought within the legislation that will underpin the management and development of the 
marine environment. 
 
South East RIFF 
“To facilitate the MSP process, we recommend that a stakeholder forum (oversight body) should be 
convened/established comprising for example: DHPLG, DAFM, BIM, MI, Inshore Forums/RIFFs, 
NIFFA/NIFFO, Environmental NGOs, and IWEA.” 
 
Marine Management Organisation (UK) 
“The Common Fisheries Policy currently provides the main framework for decisions concerning 
fisheries. In marine planning the focus tends to be on considering the social, economic and 
environmental impacts of licensed proposals for other activities on fishing activity, for example 
displacement to other fishing grounds and impacts on local communities. The effects of displacement 
of fishing activity could be transboundary depending on the nature and location of the development 
and range, movement or migratory routes of species. In addition essential habitats for different life 
stages may occur across boundaries. The MMO seeks reassurance that Fisheries Policies 1-4 (which are 
broadly similar to policies in the Draft SW Marine Plan) will ensure due recognition of such 
transboundary matters.” 
 
SSE Airtricity 
“Guidelines similar to that established by the Fishing Liaison with Offshore Wind and Wet Renewables 
Group (FLOWW) in the UK should be established in Ireland. Relevant Ministers should bring together 
fishing and ORE interests to progress work in this area.” 
 
 
 



Glossary and Miscellaneous-  Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments-14 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions;  

1. Definition of the terms ‘‘significant’, ‘adverse’, ‘impact’, ‘mitigation’ and ‘natural capital 

assets’ which are used throughout the draft NMPF is required.  

2. Language & Terminology- Single request for language used in the NMPF to be ‘modernised’ 

3. Other individual submissions include a request to include a sector on Financing/allocation of 

EU Funding to the Marine, another on a public campaign against Marine littering and an 

observation on town planning specific to a local area.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Ervia;  

‘’ The draft NMPF uses terms like ‘significant’, ‘adverse’, ‘impact’ and ‘mitigation’, which are 

not defined in the Glossary. In the case of common terms such as these, reference could be 

made to the definitions and description of effects from the EPA’s (draft) Guidelines on the 

Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports, current at the 

time the NMPF is finalised. Environmental – Ocean Health: Biodiversity policy 5 refers to 

impacts on marine or coastal ‘natural capital assets’. The term ‘natural capital assets’ is not 

defined in the Glossary and is not in normal use. It should be defined in the Glossary.’’ 

 

2. SSE Airtricity;  

‘’ Define all relevant terms in the NMPF Glossary. The draft NMPF uses terms like 

‘significant’, ‘adverse’, ‘impact’ and ‘mitigation’. These terms are not defined in the 

document’s glossary. In the case of common terms such as these, reference could be made to 

the definitions and description of effects in the Environment Protection Agency’s Guidelines 

on the Information to be Contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports once 

finalised (the EPA document is currently in draft)4. Defining these terms will help ensure 
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consent authorities and all who engage with the marine planning system have a clear 

understanding of what is required.’’ 

 

 

3. Coast Cleaners Mayo; 

‘’ Acronyms, Abbreviations and Archaic expressions: Make sure acronyms are spelled out in 

full the first time the name is used. Consider abbreviated names for key documents rather 

than acronyms so it is easier to follow. For example, ‘The Framework’ instead of ‘NMPF’. 

Similarly, do a sweep for Latin and other archaic expressions and replace them with modern 

language. It will be easier for everyone to understand. For example, for ‘inter alia’ use 

‘amongst other things’; for ‘etc.’ use ‘and so on’; for ‘e. g.’ use ‘for example’.’’ 

 

4. Coast Cleaners Mayo;  

‘’ Financing Related Programs that will greatly assist Marine Development 

Given that the overall aim of The Framework is to develop the marine economy in an 

environmentally and socially sustainable way, and that any number of apparently indirect 

activities impact directly on the marine world, the Government needs to consider seriously 

allocating some small percentage of EU marine development funding to these related 

activities. For example, our interest is cleaning pollution from coastal areas. While we clear 

up many tonnes of rubbish each year with volunteer workers, we could increase this 

significantly if we had more bags, gloves, skips and other collecting aids. For a small group 

the sums of money are considerable however for a government budget they are tiny and 

have a very large multiplier impact on achieving a significantly higher quality marine and 

coastal environment.’’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Heritage Assets- Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 31 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Recognition of Ireland’s volume and diversity of Heritage Assets 

2. Submissions request intangible assets be included in the plan,  

3. Gaps in mapping/identifying Heritage Assets.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Fingal County Council;  

‘’ Consideration should also be given to the areas of tangible and intangible heritage. 

Intangible heritage relates to those customs, practices or distinctive associations to a place 

for example i.e. annual religious procession on Saint’s day to coastal holy wells. Numerous 

sites along coast have legends and stories tied to them sometimes giving rise to the place 

name (Deadman’s Point, Giant’s Causeway). No reference is made to statutory architectural 

heritage designations of Protected Structures or Architectural Conservation Areas (as per 

Part IV of the Planning & Development Act). There is a whole network of historic coastal 

defence structures around Ireland of forts and military bases to protect the country from 

attack from the sea – Martello Towers, watch towers, forts etc. These along with most 

historic lighthouses, harbours and piers would be Protected Structures. Also, many historic 

coastal towns and villages contain Architectural Conservation Areas. It is important that the 

section relating to Heritage Assets is revised to reflect this’’.  

 

 

2. Fáilte Ireland;  

‘’ Ireland’s natural and cultural heritage assets feature strongly among the main reasons why 

visitors choose Ireland for their holiday. In 2018, our scenery received a satisfaction rating of 

97% among all overseas visitors, with our unspoilt environment also scoring 97% and our 
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history and culture registering a satisfaction rating of 95%. It is crucial that the quality, 

character and distinctiveness of the marine environment, the sense of place and culture that 

make Ireland authentic and attractive to visitors is protected and promoted. Any future 

development should be considered in this context and is key to the sustainability of the 

tourism sector. In this regard, we welcome the robust policy, which supports the conservation 

of the historic environment and heritage assets. The inclusion of the Wild Atlantic Way route 

and signature discovery points is very much welcomed along with the spatial mapping of our 

diverse and extensive built and natural assets’’. 

 

3. Heritage Council of Ireland;  

‘’ The Council would suggest that Intangible Cultural Heritage also needs to be taken into 

account as an important heritage asset of maritime Ireland. Ireland is also a signatory to the 

Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage (UNESCO) Oral history, folklore and stories, 

music, placenames on land and at sea, boat building and handling skills are a very rich aspect 

of heritage in Ireland and  in comparison with other European countries.  It merits 

consideration in the planning policy framework. Several aspects of maritime heritage are on 

the national inventory of ICH – sea currach making and floating heritage 

https://nationalinventoryich.chg.gov.ie/national-inventory/’’ . 

 

 

4. Trinity Centre of Environmental Humanities TCD;  

‘’ We also recommend matching the ambition of National Policy Objective 61 of the National 

Planning Framework to develop a National Landscape Character Map by including in the 

NMPF a national policy objective to develop a National Seascape Character Map that 

includes intangible cultural heritage. This could involve an additional layer to Ireland’s 

Marine Atlas as well as more creative approaches such as art-science-community 

collaborations to map local intangible cultural heritage, engage society and strengthen a 

community’s sense of stewardship over their marine and coastal environment’’. 

 

5. Comhdáil Oileann na hEireann;  

‘’Comhdháil proposes that intangible, unwritten and unrecognised aspects of social, cultural 

and community life be centrally recognised in the NMPF. Traditional knowledge is generally 

excluded from official decision making processes because it is not written down or otherwise 

documented. This does not diminish its importance to community life in social, cultural or 

economic terms. Likewise, the importance of unpaid work especially in the context of female 

participation in the marine space is currently overlooked and should be formally recognised. 

An MSP plan without provisions to capture this information will not show a realistic picture 

of the marine space’’. 
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Implementation Arrangement - Summary of submission comments. 
 

 
 

Total Number of Comments - 299 
 
This section is large, with 299 comments from a range of submitters; therefore there are more 
comments included here. 
Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 

1. Regional Plans, local Land and Sea interaction and alignment are the most frequent issues 
commented upon in this section.  

2. Regional and National collaboration is requested. 
3. Transboundary issues with regard to Regional Development is noted. 
4. ORE is also a recurrent topic. 
5. The MPDM Bill is mentioned throughout. 
6. Regional Assemblies have commented widely in support of the NMPF and are eager to 

continue working towards Irish MSP. 
7. Planning permission and licensing is a regular occurrence in the commentary. 
8. Port road infrastructure and berthing capacity is remarked upon. 
9. Co-existence and mitigation measures are discussed. 
10. Resources (financial and human) and investment are required to implement the regulatory 

processes required in the NMPF. 
11. Enforcement is a recurrent theme. 
12. The River Basin Management Plan is referenced a few times. 
13. SMAZ and zoning concerns are raised within, as are Visual Assessments and Timelines. 
14. Education and guidance for implementing the NMPF is requested. 
15. Public Participation and Transparency comments are noted. 
16. The repurposing of the Stakeholder Advisory Group is welcomed. 

 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly 
“Section 21 of the Draft NMPF provides a list of public bodies that have a role in making policies, plans 
or programmes relevant to the maritime; and it is recommended to include the Regional Assemblies. 
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[…] The Regional Assembly welcomes the opportunity to further engage on the process of preparing 
the National Marine Policy Framework and the executive looks forward to continuing engagement 
with the MSP team.” 
 
Southern Region Assembly 
“The SRA supports the role of the NMPF and the analysis undertaken to inform Draft NMPF policies 
and objectives. […] The Region will play an active part under national and regional marine planning 
and will adopt measures necessary to secure the objectives of the NMPF.  
The inclusion of Regional Assemblies on repurposed high-level Interdepartmental Groups and 
Stakeholder Advisory Groups to assist the Department and coastal Local Authorities and prepare 
towards implementation of the NMPF and future Regional Marine Plans is sought. 
The SRA would welcome continued engagement with the Department in the development of marine 
planning policies and specifically regional marine plans.” 
 
AILG- The Association of Irish Local Government 
“The Association of Irish Local Government represents the elected members of the County and City 
Councils who are the planning authorities in the State. The local authorities have experience since the 
Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 1963 of managing landward development.  There is 
the strongest case for full integration between land and marine consenting processes so that the 
complementary nature of coastal developments whether on land or at sea are fully recognised. The 
Association stands ready to contribute to further consultation and discussion in relation to the 
evolution of the National Marine Planning Framework.” 
 
Port of Cork 
“Port of Cork recommend the following objective is included in the NMPF: ‘It is understood that many 
Ports and Harbours have legacy issues concerning leases and consents. A task force will be set up under 
the new ‘Marine Area Consent’ Process to review legacy issues and advise on appropriate measures 
for the continuation or cessation of such activities.’” 
 
Jennifer Whitmore TD 
“Recommendations: The provision of sufficient resources to enable the proper implementation, 
management and enforcement of the NMPF. Include fisheries and aquaculture in the new Marine 
Planning and Development Management Bill.” 
 
Cllr Lourda Scott (Wicklow) 
“I welcome the statement that “The success of the NMPF will be dependent on its effective 
implementation”. Clearly the success of the document relies on a robust system of implementation and 
enforcement. However it is unclear how applications are to be managed and whether it will be through 
a central or local body. The involvement of the community in decision making and input will be critical 
here also, as will the ability for citizens to challenge decisions, in particular environmental decisions 
and being able to fulfil the principles of the Aarhus Convention. A shared model between the Local 
Authorities and a Central Marine Planning Body may be advisable. This area requires informed and 
robust debate.” 
 
Waterford City & County Council 
“It is noted that there is no definitive spatial definition for the nearshore which is generally understood 
to be the area of coastal waters defined in consideration of local geographic features and practical 
matters. Defining the interface between the nearshore and foreshore will be important in terms of 
decision making so as to avoid confusion, delays and unnecessary risk to projects due to uncertainty 
regarding the legislative functions of different decision making authorities.” 
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EPA 
“Governance, Implementation, Monitoring, Reporting and Review: We recommend the preparation 
and publication of a NMPF Implementation Plan alongside the Framework, to set out a clear pathway 
for how the NMPF will be implemented and tracked over its lifetime.” 
 
Údarás Na Gaelteachta 
“Páirc Na Mara: Within the MPPS   planning framework, we recommend that Páirc Na Mara - Marine 
Innovation Campus be recognised as a dedicated marine innovation campus.” 
 
ESB Generation and Trading 
“The consenting system needs to be transparent, consistent and robust. Ensuring that the correct 
resourcing level is in place will allow for timely decisions to be made and will also reduce the likelihood 
of successful judicial review proceedings against planning decisions. A strong level of certainty around 
the decision-making system both in terms of process and timeline is critical in delivering a functional 
offshore wind industry in Ireland.” 
 
Liam Carr 
“It is heartening to see that the NMPF (Section 21.11) has ‘proposed that [a high-level 
Interdepartmental Group and an external Stakeholder Advisory Group] these groups will be repurposed 
– before finalisation of the NMPF – to become implementation bodies to ensure that the NMPF and its 
main proposals are given top-level commitment, including budgetary and investment nature, and are 
therefore appropriately driven, including constant monitoring to measure progress and focus 
accordingly.’ It is the recommendation of this consultation that this proposal be pursued and enacted, 
in a fair, inclusive, and just manner.” 
 
Trinity Centre for Environmental Humanities, TCD 
“We are hugely encouraged that the Marine Planning Policy and Development Division have indicated 
that they favour, where appropriate, community-led co-management approaches to marine planning 
and management such as regional and local coastal partnerships. We support the idea of pilot local 
coastal partnerships in the near future.” 
 
Paul Lawlor TU 
“The National Marine Planning Framework can also be successfully aligned and embedded into Land 
Use Plans at Regional Assembly (the RSES’s) and County / City Level (Development Plans)… the land 
use planning system can be successfully adapted to incorporate marine and coastal planning and 
consent functions and by doing so, ensure an integrated system of governance for land and sea in 
Ireland.” 
 
The Bryden Centre LYIT 
“The NMPF should provide practical guidance on mechanisms for regional marine planning, and should 
address in more detail decision-making for marine planning and conflict resolution where there are 
competing demands on marine resources. A roadmap for delivery and timelines should be included as 
well as measures for performance monitoring and evaluation of plans.” 
 
IWEA 
“We are very hopeful that the timing of both the NMPF and the MPDM Bill will complement other key 
legislative measures affecting the renewable energy sector. Taking into consideration the project 
development lead-in times, it is imperative that offshore wind is able to capitalise on a route to market 
with RESS to contribute to Ireland’s 2030 renewable energy targets. Having the MPDM Bill enacted 
and the NMPF adopted well in advance of an offshore RESS will be a key step in this process.” 
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SSE Airtricity 
“We welcome the commitment to develop a step-by-step guide for those interacting in the 
development management system. These Guidelines need to be developed in consultation with 
industry and work in this area should be progressed at the earliest opportunity. We welcome the 
acknowledgement in the MPDM General Scheme that a centralised approach may not be feasible or 
appropriate in the initial stages of ORE development. We believe that a decentralised approach to 
development is crucial to allow for an offshore wind industry to become established along the East and 
South Coast of Ireland.” 
 
EDF Renewables 
“EDFR would like to work with the Government to understand ideal resourcing levels in each statutory 
body for the predicted volume of projects and ensure that these are put in place before the end of Q2 
2020. […] Loss of strategic oversight hinders the ability to work through complex issues before they 
become specific project problems and restrict linking overall Government aims for offshore wind and 
conservation ambitions. Therefore, we would like to see the addition of senior strategic resources 
considered.” 
 



Marine Infrastructure-  Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 57 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Integration of Marine Planning with Land Planning when considering Infrastructural 

developments.  

2. Strengthened policy support for both digital and road connectivity with Marine 

developments.  

3. Eirgrid make the point that their requirements for Marine & Land infrastructure will increase 

over next few years due to Climate Action Plan commitments.  

4. Several comments calling for location specific Marine Infrastructure developments, example 

comment suggests wider support for Tourism/Sport & Recreation/Marine Leisure focused 

developments.  

 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Cllr. Derek Mitchell (Wicklow) re: Marine Leisure;  

‘’ Marine leisure for the local population needs to be encouraged. Facilities such as public 

slipways, walks, marinas, dredging, mooring, boat storage for boats, canoes etc need to be 

provided. Where the population is expanding these facilities need to be expanded in a similar 

way to sports pitches are provided on the land as a part of town planning. Much marine 

literature seems to prevent development, these types need to be encouraged. The 17.1 list of 

activities does not include public slipways & marinas. Some countries, such as the USA, have 

national policy of providing them and encouragement is needed here. Marine leisure is useful 

for tourism and is the largest provider of jobs in the marine environment’’. 
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2. Limerick City & County Council;  

‘’The necessity to integrate both terrestrial and marine planning systems in considering 

infrastructure  does indeed  deserve  a mention;  however,  what is lacking is practical 

measures  as to how this  might  be achieved.  Reference to  proposals  or legislation, which 

might assist in achieving this integration, would be welcomed’’. 

 

3. Regional Assembly Directors; 

‘’ An example of shared priorities between regional terrestrial and marine plans is the 

provision of critical transportation infrastructure to strengthen connectivity to, from and 

between ports which are of strategic importance to our State’s economy (Tier 1 and Tier 2 

Ports of National Significance, Regional Ports, Fishery Harbour Centres).  

 

A key issue for Marine Spatial Planning is the co-ordination between terrestrial plans for 

improved landside access to ports and harbours and seaward access through marine plans. 

Co-ordination between both will ensure investment through the National Development Plan 

and subsequent investment plans for improved access are aligned priorities in land use and 

marine plans at national, regional and local level. There are other key sectors such as for 

example offshore energy production similarly dependent on such alignment and cross 

boundary policy coherence to fulfil their potential’’. 

 

4. Southern Regional Assembly; 

‘’Investment in port and harbour infrastructure including piers, water-based transport 

services and passenger facilities are also important for good quality access and services to 

island communities for residents, workers and visitors. 

• The SRA recommend strengthened policy support for digital and road transport 

connectivity (including rural public transport) to ports and harbours, coastal areas and 

islands, as key enablers for economic and social revitalisation of our rural coastal and island 

communities. 

• The SRA recommend strengthened policy support for port and harbour infrastructure 

including piers, water-based transport services and passenger facilities for quality access 

infrastructure and services from the coast to island communities’’. 

 

5. Eirgrid; 

‘’  The [Climate Action Plan 2019] plan notes that demand for electricity is forecasted to 

increase by 50% above existing capacity in the next decade. Therefore, in order to achieve 

the target of 70% in the context of rising energy demand, significant progress in renewable 

electricity deployment will need to continue, with an increased deployment rate of all 

renewable electricity technologies. The Climate Action Plan  states that  increased levels of  

renewable generation will  require very substantial new infrastructure, including grid 

infrastructure. Electricity infrastructure is critical for economic and spatial marine 

development. To ensure Ireland’s sustainable development and   growth, EirGrid requires an 

appropriate and robust Framework for planning the national grid infrastructure and 

prioritising it appropriately in order to deliver national, regional and local benefit’’. 

 

 



Marine Aggregates and Mining- Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 16 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions;  

1. Demand for Aggregates will increase considerably (1.5 billion tons) in the next years and 

decades towards Project 2040 (source- Irish Concrete Federation). 

2. Licencing issues are the reason why no Aggregate extraction has taken place in Irish waters 

to date. Related to this, submissions point out the need for licencing and the need for an 

authority to be responsible for enforcement/compliance with licencing.   

3. Lack of data/research regarding both the viability of extraction, and associated 

environmental concerns around extraction such as negative effects on coastal erosion and 

biodiversity. 

 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Kilsaran International;  

‘’On 23rd October 2019, Minister of State for Natural Resources Sean Canney TD launched 

the Irish Concrete Federation’s Publication “Essential Aggregates: Providing for Irelands’ 

needs to 2040” (copy attached to this submission). In this document the ICF predicts that to 

satisfy the Project Ireland 2040 plan 1.5 billion tonnes of aggregates will need to be 

produced. It also highlights the scarcities of particular products such as sand are already 

emerging in the eastern and midland regions as terrestrial sources of aggregates continue to 

diminish.  

 

The demand for marine aggregates in the eastern region of the Country is already here and 

up until now no commercial marine aggregate operations have taken place because there 

has been no clear consenting/licensing regime to allow for the extraction of marine 
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aggregates. Marine aggregates extraction is common practice across the globe and 

technologies already exist to allow for viable extraction in Irish waters. 

 

2. Irish Research Centre for Applied Geosciences (iCRAG);  

‘’ Marine aggregates and mining can form a key component of Ireland's future development, 

but key baseline data are needed. The objectives in this section are realistic and set an 

ambitious tone. We concur with each statement listed. A mention towards a self-sufficient 

supply of raw materials (minerals/aggregates) from Ireland could be a positive addition. The 

references are relevant. We would suggest consideration of the British Marine Aggregate 

Producers Association (BMAPA) document, which has some high impact statements of 

positive extraction and use of Marine Aggregates in the British Isles.  

 

The key issues are clear, it is worth noting here that public outreach and impact of marine 

aggregate extraction in the public domain could be included. An emphasis on the positive 

sustainability of marine aggregate extraction versus its terrestrial counterpart might be a 

section worth noting.  AggrePOP aims to quantify and qualify marine aggregates off the 

South coast of Ireland, augmenting known information via the addition of new data to the 

proposed unified database of identified aggregate resources. 

 

 

3. Coast Cleaners Mayo; 

‘’Recommendation: Add a new paragraph at 13.9 to ensure that the environmental 

safeguards contained within licensing processes, as stated at ‘Marine Aggregates and Mining 

Policy 3’ in this chapter, are adequate to protect the coastline and natural environment from 

any negative impact of the mining process: 

 

13.9 All aggregate and mining activity in marine waters is to be managed by a licensing 

system. Licensing, amongst other requirements, will require that all equipment and 

material that breaks free from an aggregate or mining development is the responsibility of 

the licensee to retrieve and dispose of in an environmentally appropriate manner. Any 

resulting damage to the coastline is to be made good by the licensee in a timely manner. 

Failure to maintain an aggregate or mining development in an environmentally friendly 

way to ensure protection of the coastline and natural environment shall result in the 

review of the relevant aggregate or mining licence and possible termination if the damage 

is excessive and / or persistent.’’ 

 

 

4. Michael Gunn; 

‘’ The physical effects of extracting under water aggregates must be consider. An aggregate 

e.g. sand should not be taken from where it is part of the natural dynamic movement 

between above and below water deposits e.g. where there are sand dune systems on shore 

which exchange aggregate with under sea surface deposits, as on the Meath coast. 

Extraction of such aggregate interferes with the natural dynamic that has existed since the 

Ice Age and will increase the risk of coastal erosion. A condition of the licencing for removal 

of such aggregate must ensure that there is scientific proof that removing the aggregate will 

not enhance the risk of coastal erosion.’’ 

 

 



5. Galway Harbour Company;  

‘’ Mining, whether  offshore  or onshore,  requires  regional  port  infrastructure to enhance 

competitiveness and reduce our carbon footprint. The expansion of our regional ports will 

enable the returns from any such activity maximized and the carbon footprint minimised.’’ 
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Marine Litter - Summary of submission comments. 
 

 
 

Total Number of Comments - 20 
 
Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 

1. The most frequent comments in this section are regarding marine litter from Aquaculture 
practices. 

2. The more focused wording in this Policy is welcomed. 
3. Plastics and their impact on all marine life is referenced. 
4. Some comments highlight the need for users to clean up after themselves, whether they are 

on coastal land or at sea. 
 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
Heritage Council 
“The terminology associated with this Planning Policy is much more focused and makes reference to 
“must include measures to” and “measures must provide”, all which are more helpful for decision 
makers. As with many of these Policy Groupings, the Background, Context and Key Issues detail is 
very helpful and generally easy to follow.” 
 
CEF  
“Yet again the fishing and aquaculture industries are culpable as the root of much of the litter in the 
marine environment. Stricter oversight and penalty measures need to be enforced to address this as 
well as changes to the type of materials used e.g. natural fibre ropes where possible. Similar to the 
development levy in the terrestrial planning system perhaps for aquaculture and other licences there 
should be a fee retained for clean-up as abandoned equipment is a common problem. 
We would question the extent and rigour of measuring Marine Litter as it currently is very limited 
under the OSPAR methodology – 100 metre sections at four locations four times a year is hardly an 
adequate reflection of our 7,000 km coastline.” 
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Mary O'Boyle 
“The draft will provide a framework for effective management of marine activity and sustainability.  
Litter and plastic pollution will be addressed in this draft framework. Plastic pollution in our oceans 
and waterways is a big problem to the sustainability of our fish stocks and the lives of our sea 
mammals and sea birds. Plastic pollution will decimate our oceans marine life if it’s not addressed 
and we all need to make a conscious effort to keep our beaches litter free and keep plastic out of our 
oceans.” 
 
NIFF 
“The issue of marine litter impacts weighs heavily on the inshore sector and this has caused major 
cultural shifts to take place in terms of dealing with the waste burden appropriately. Initiatives such 
as BIM’s Fishing for Litter scheme for example which encourages fishermen to take ashore the litter 
they encounter at sea while fishing have been well supported by our industry. As we target 
improvement in relation to marine litter levels it is important that harbour/port landings facilities 
also grow with the level of new marine development that are successful through the National Marine 
Planning Framework.” 
 


