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Climate Change - Summary of submission comments. 
 

 
 

Total Number of Comments - 76 
 
Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions: 

1. Climate Action Regional Offices (CARO) are commented on very frequently. 
2. ORE is mentioned to some extent. 
3. Climate impact assessments are welcomed and called for throughout. 
4. Coastal Flooding and Erosion measures need to be supported. 
5. A range of comments in this section support the efforts of the NMPF in lessening Climate 

Change. 
6. Eco-centric marine planning is requested. 
7. Light pollution needs to be referenced in the NMPF. 
8. Climate Change is a priority for most commenters. 

 
Examples of comments in this section: 
 
Southern Region Assembly 
“Flooding, Coastal Erosion and Integrated Coastal Zone Management: Despite the threat of sea level 
rise and need for climate change adaptation, specific policy support for actions relating to coastal 
flooding and coastal erosion are absent. RPO 120 of the RSES specifically addresses this theme and 
states it is an objective to support measures (including Integrated Coastal Zone Management) for the 
management and protection of coastal resources and communities against coastal erosion, flooding 
and other threats. Statutory land use plans shall take account of the risk of coastal erosion. 
The SRA recommend specific policies to support measures (including Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management) for the management and protection of coastal resources and communities against 
coastal erosion, flooding and other threats.” 
 
Dublin City Council 
“DCC welcomes the clear link that the Draft NMPF makes between effects of climate change and the 
climate action policy response to this issue through mitigation and adaptation. Sea level rise represents 
a significant treat to Dublin Bay's protected habitats, species and coastal infrastructure. The evidence 
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2 

 

of the loss of these habitats and species should be coordinated, surveyed, mapped and assessed at a 
national and regional level; in order to inform marine spatial planning policy and future decision-
making at a local level. There should be a reference in section 2.4.5 to the effect of sea level rises on 
protected habitats and species. The DOC also recommends that Draft NMPF should reference the 
Florence Declaration on Landscape. 
It is noted that the Draft NMPF makes reference in its narrative to the Climate Action Regional Office 
(CARO). This is welcomed as CARO will play an important role in the development of transboundary 
policy to mitigate and adapt the effects of climate change at a regional and local area within the Dublin 
metropolitan area.  However in  order to achieve cross sectoral  policy compliance,  it is recommended 
that NMPF contains a  policy position  which directly  references and supports the work/role of CARO 
and  its  important  function  in  this  regard.  DCC also supports the policies to promote offshore 
renewable energy (ORE).” 
 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 
“The NMPF highlights the critical role of marine planning in our national climate action efforts in terms, 
for example, of realising our renewable energy targets through planning for the delivery of offshore 
renewable energy (ORE), carbon capture and sequestration. This draft NMPF sets out the forward 
planning framework within which Ireland’s ORE targets will be realised, in conjunction with the new 
development management process for individual ORE projects. Climate action is also embedded as a 
key theme throughout the NMPF through the application of a number of Overarching Marine Planning 
Policies (OMPP’s) specifically aimed at ensuring that marine regulators and decision-makers must take 
account of climate action when considering any proposal for marine use or activity. IFI will seek to 
support these measures while ensuring that any input via formal or informal planning measures 
(national or regional) is grounded in and focused on IFI’s legislative remit. As a public body IFI will 
endeavour to support proposals where appropriate that incorporate measures that result in a 
reduction or buffering of carbon dioxide concentrations (which comply with relevant legislation and 
other marine plan policies).” 
 
CEF  
“Light pollution is not referenced and we know from research that it has quite a negative impact on 
many species in the near shore, it needs to be a consideration for proposals in the offshore too.” 
 
Innogy 
“It is recognised that the marine planning policies included in the NMPF address a wide variety of 
sectors, activities and stakeholders. However equally it is emphasised that the NMPF will be reviewed 
on a six yearly cycle – in this context competing demands must be assessed in the context of their 
criticality for delivery of priority Government Actions, such as targets set out in the National Climate 
Action Plan.  
In May 2019 Climate Action Minister Richard Bruton said climate change has been “rightly” described 
as the greatest challenge facing humanity. “We’re reaching a tipping point in respect of climate 
deterioration,” he said. “Things will deteriorate very rapidly unless we move very swiftly and the 
window of opportunity to do that is fast closing.” He added that urgency had been injected into the 
debate by the protests by school students calling for action from parliaments around the world. “It is 
justified that a level of urgency be injected into this debate,” he said. “When we speak of an emergency 
people often think of something unexpected that can be resolved through a sustained effort for a 
relatively short time. This is not an emergency of that sort. This is a much more challenging emergency 
in that we must change our behaviour in profound ways and do so on a sustained basis.” 
On this basis, all policies within the NMPF related to climate action should receive priority 
attention.” 
 



Co-Existence-  Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 46 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Multiple comments stating the fundamental importance of co-existence if varied sectors are 

to exist in harmony within the Marine Environment.  

2. Development of Port Framework Plans suggested as a means for effective co-operation and 

co-existence. 

3. Importance of engagement at local level with stakeholders in relation to Marine plans or 

Developments.  

4. Integration of Nature-based solutions where possible.  

 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Foyle Port- ref. Co-Existence 

‘’Among the ‘Overarching Marine Planning Policies’ that are set out in the Draft NMPF is the 

requirement for ‘co-existence’, i.e. that development proposals “should demonstrate that 

they have considered how to optimise the use of space, including through consideration of 

opportunities for co-existence and co-operation with other activities, enhancing other 

activities where appropriate”. 

 

This is particularly important in a port environment, where there are frequently competing 

pressures for the use of space. Foyle Port has ambitious plans for development in the coming 

years to take full advantage of its strategic location and extensive landbank. It has worked 

closely with adjoining landowners to develop a Framework Plan to guide the future growth of 

a designated ‘Harbour Development Zone’ with a mix of ‘port-reliant’, ‘port-related’ and 

‘complementary’ uses. We would consider the development of such ‘Framework Plans’ to be 
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an excellent means of planning for effective co-existence and co-operation with other uses, 

which should be encouraged within the NMPF’’. 

 

 

2. ESB Generation and Trading;  

‘’ Developing relationships with communities and all marine stakeholders through effective 

engagement is a fundamental part of ESB community engagement policy. It is the view of 

ESB that responsible development and genuine community engagement are pre-conditions if 

the offshore wind industry is to flourish and Ireland is to achieve its low carbon economy 

transition. ESB will also work with other stakeholders to develop initiatives and conversations 

that support community engagement. ESB is committed to working nationally with 

government on the design and implementation of best-practice in relation to  community 

engagement,  particularly in  relation  to  the  Renewable  Electricity  Support Scheme (RESS), 

build trust with local communities and develop/maintain good relationships’’. 

 

 

3. Hugh James Killen;  

‘’ Policies and objectives should consider including the adoption and integration of nature 

based solutions to help limit the increasing adverse human impacts on the marine 

environment’’. 

 

4. Marine Management Organisation (UK Government); 

‘’ Support Co-existence 1 which the MMO considers can operate at the international level. It 

is broadly in line with the equivalent policy SW-CO-1 in the Draft South West (UK) Marine 

Plan’’. 

 

5. DP Energy ref Stakeholder Engagement;  

‘’Developing relationships with communities and all marine stakeholders through effective 

engagement is a fundamental part of DP Energy’s approach to development infrastructure. 

We believe that responsible development and genuine community engagement are pre-

requisites if the offshore wind energy industry will be successful and if Ireland is going to 

achieve its transition to a low-carbon society. IWEA is currently partnered on a SEAI research 

project focussed upon community engagement best practice for offshore wind energy. How 

the public and other key stakeholders perceive offshore wind energy will be a key part of this 

engagement. DP Energy is an active participant in the Eirwind project in MAREI, UCC, on the 

dissemination of their research results. Eirwind is a MaREI Centre’s (UCC) industry-led 

collaborative research project in codesigning the opportunity around the sustainable 

development of Ireland’s marine resources, using offshore wind as the catalyst for innovation 

and impact’’. 

 

 



Defence & Security- Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 19 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Recognition of the importance of the Department of Defence’s role in Fisheries protection 

and noting of the possibility of this role having to be enhanced post-Brexit.  

2. Concern about the enforcement powers of the Naval Service regarding both domestic and 

foreign fishing vessels.  

3. Submarine Cable industry point out that the current planning process detailing locations of 

said cables could pose an increased security risk.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Galway Harbour Company;  

‘’ Ongoing international developments such as Brexit and the US/China trade dispute only 

serve to highlight the importance of Ireland's naval defence vessels. A fully developed 

network of ports, expanded as appropriate to handle the larger naval vessel sizes of the 

future, is desirable to assist these efforts’’. 

   

2. Northern and Western Regional Assembly;  

‘’ Pg98 – Para 6.14 infers that Brexit may have implications for fisheries protection and 

monitoring of Irish waters – if there is a potential need to provide strategic support at 

existing ports/harbours then it may be of benefit to include this and give spatial expression to 

same in Para 6.17/6.18. Killybegs, Ros a Mhil and Galway may be appropriate locations and 

would be supported by the objectives within the RSES fot the Northern and Western Region’’. 
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3. Jaggie Whelan;  

‘’ Defence and Security, this area is vital for the enforcement of fishing regulations. This 

enforcement will make sure sustainable regulations will be enforced in order to protect our 

fish stocks from overfishing. The defence forces will also be important in protecting our 

waters and fish from foreign vessels fishing in Irish waters. I think harsher measures should 

be enforced on those who break these regulatory laws’’. 

 

4. Conor McNamara; 

‘’ My main concern for the naval service is what powers they have to prevent foreign vessels 

from fishing in our territorial waters. I would like to see the naval forces powers to remove 

foreign vessels strengthened. I also feel it is justifiable to seek compensation from the 

offending country. To make a suggestion I feel it would be prudent to invest in more smaller 

vessels capable of handling a fishing craft and increase the number of patrols around our 

waters. These suggestions all have the idea of protecting our native fish stocks in mind’’.  

 

5. AquaComms;  

‘’The importance of Telecommunications Cables to national defence is noted in section 6.15, 

however there is no elaboration on how they would be defended in the event of increased 

risk. As an industry the general approach to defence protection is to not advertise the 

presence of subsea cables in the first place. We would indicate their general position on 

fisheries charts, however cable landing stations tend to be non-descript buildings that blend 

into the landscape. 

 

The current planning and marine licence application process requires the publication of 

detailed plans of the cable landing station, along with cable route maps and associated 

documentation. We feel this creates a security risk that could be exploited by terrorists or 

state actors wishing to disrupt global telecommunications. It should be mitigated against as 

part of the new NMPF. Possibly with a closed application process via Government only 

review. The impact of the current COVID19 pandemic has highlighted the importance of 

connectivity and any interruption to supply would be highly disruptive’’. 

 

 

 

 



Disturbance- Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 14  

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Changes of wording or specific references to documents referred to in NMPF 

2. Change of layout/format of NMPF chapter to provide further clarification 

3. Further Data/studies required in Area of Marine Disturbance.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Irish Offshore Operators Association;   

‘’On page 57, the discussion on underwater noise states that "At present, our knowledge  of 

the current status of underwater noise and the data that underpins it remains poor. Ireland's 

POMs (Programme of Measures) target sets out the need to establish a noise register in 

support of a better understanding of the levels and risks associated with the underwater noise 

pressure. It is anticipated that threshold levels that distinguish between benign sound and 

harmful noise levels will eventually be determined as more information becomes available 

through the register.  

 

IOOA member companies, together with the global industry and supported by research, are 

building up a significant understanding of underwater noise propagation and its impact on 

the biological environment. This will be shared with regulatory bodies in order to help with 

the refinement of guidelines and appropriate regulations regarding underwater noise’’.  

 

2. Limerick City and County Council; 

‘’Similarly the  inclusion  of noise and  other emissions  (light,  energy  is  also  welcome 

because of  its  possible  effects  on marine  life.  These issues  are  often  overlooked 
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particularly during the construction phases of a project, its inclusion is welcomed and suitable 

management, and enforcement shall be considered, as appropriate’’.  

 

3. Northern and Western Regional Assembly;  

1. Pg40 – First stated Policy may benefit in being stated as two separate policies (consistent 

with others eg. Pg31) as follows: 

i. Proposals that support the objectives of marine protected areas and the ecological 

coherence of the marine protected area network will be supported. 

ii. Proposals that may have adverse impacts on the objectives of marine protected areas must 

demonstrate that they will, in order of preference: a) avoid, b) minimise, or c) mitigate 

adverse impacts. 

 

2. Pg41 – policy regarding adaptation to climate change may benefit in being stated as two 

separate policies (consistent with others eg. Pg31) as follows: 

i. Proposals that enhance a marine protected area’s ability to adapt to climate change, 

enhancing the resilience of the marine protected area network will be supported. 

ii. Proposals that may have adverse impacts on an individual marine protected area’s ability 

to adapt to the effects of climate change and so reduce the resilience of the marine protected 

area network, must demonstrate that they will, in order of preference: a) avoid,b) minimise, 

or c) mitigate adverse impacts. 

 



Employment- Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 34 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. The importance of Marine Activity in providing employment in Coastal and Rural areas. 

2. A number of comments make the point that the post Covid-19 economy as regards 

employment is going to be different to the economy when the draft NMPF was published.  

3. The importance of local aquaculture and fisheries related business to coastal and rural 

communities.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Dungarvan Shellfish LTD;  

‘’ Under this section it is stated that ‘Marine planning has a role to play in facilitating growth 

in new and existing industries which bring associated socio-economic benefits including 

employment.’ This has never been more important and should be given prominent 

consideration in the Ireland’s recovery plan post-Covid-19 crisis, to stimulate employment in 

rural coastal and island communities’’.                                                                                                                  

 

2. National Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF); 

‘’ The existing employment provided by inshore fishing and the ancillary activity should be 

assessed in relation to the primary and secondary benefits it bestows on a community.   

Some Inshore fishing households are not solely reliant on inshore fishing the necessity to 

have complementary employment opportunities, is seen as welcome and essential to the 

success of rural coastal and Island communities.  This does not mean that employment 

opportunities can be weighted solely on their earning opportunities.  The extant employment 

must to be considered not only in terms of direct economic benefit to the coastal community 

but its contribution to the skills and infrastructure required to maintain food security from 

indigenous primary food production.   Maintaining this diversity of skills has become more 
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important in recent times when self-reliance will be required as part of a resilient society. 

Employment and financial aid for the small scale fishing is important to keep it alive on the 

coast and its islands so new generations can continue doing it’’. 

 

 

3. Údarás Na Gaeltacta; 

‘’ 1. In devising and implementing its investment and development strategies since the late 

1970s,  An tudaras  has always recognised the importance  of the  marine  resource to the 

creation of employment opportunities across the Gaeltacht. Currently, of the 7,500 Údarás- 

supported jobs in the Gaeltacht (based on our 2019 annual employment survey),  over 900 

people are employed in the aquaculture and seafood processing sectors within the Gaeltacht 

regions. Employment in this sector accounted for 12%  of overall Údarás  client-company  

supported  employment across the Gaeltacht.   The order of magnitude of the impact of this 

employment base is of vital significance in terms of local economic development given the 

scale and  impact of the overall employment figure of 1,777 generated based on 

standardised  multiplier effects’’. 

 

4. Waterford Institute of Technology;  

‘’ The draft plan notes that consideration should be given to opportunities that may benefit 

the sustainability of rural coastal and island communities, including local job creation and 

local training either directly or through supply chain projects. The broader inclusion of 

training needs to be considered across all planning recommendations to ensure best practice, 

encourage innovation and build the quality of jobs available to coastal communities’’. 

 

5. Southern Region Assembly-  Ref. Employment;  

‘’There is one over-arching policy in support of a net increase to marine related employment. 

Strengthened support for innovation in the marine economy sectors is needed to reflect the 

opportunities for Ireland and the regions to be global leaders in marine research and 

development. This includes traditional sectors including fishing and port activities where 

technology will bring innovation and value- added processes. Growth in new sectors 

including marine renewables, marine ICT and marine biotechnology are future growth 

sectors, with our coastal assets already playing leadership roles (examples cited above). 

 

While sectoral policy under Offshore Renewable Energy (in Section 11.0 of the Draft NMPF) 

supports the establishment of Ireland as a world leader in offshore renewable energy 

deployment, it is important that overarching marine policies provide support for innovation 

across renewable energy and other diverse marine economy sectors’’. 



Energy (Carbon Capture & Storage) - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments-42 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Several submissions note that there is currently a legislative barrier to CCS. 

2. There is a belief among some that the technology is not yet commercially viable and that 

further research into this field is required before definitive policies are drafted.  

3. Commercial Industry broadly positive of further CCS development & research.  

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. Mayo County Council;  

‘’ Currently, the use of CCS in Ireland is prohibited  under S.I. No. 575/2011, there is a study 

relating to exporting  C02  from two gas fired plants into  to the soon to be depleted Kinsale 

Head gas field. Pending the results of this study, this could open future opportunities for 

Mayo. The Corrib Gas Field has a production period of 15 years (stated by DCCAE) which has 

already commenced.  When the gas field is depleted, it potentially could provide the State 

and Mayo to use the existing piping to export C02 to the gas field for storage’’. 

 

 

2. An Taisce;  

‘’ The  NMPF  should  focus  on  emissions   reductions   by  proposing   policies   for 

transitioning away from fossil fuel use rather than relying on an uncertain technology such as 

CCS. No CSS proposals or objectives should be included without the caveat that any CSS 

development must be predicated on the  determination of its overall feasibility and efficacy’’. 
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3. ERVIA; 

‘’ Ervia is currently undertaking a series of studies on a range of technologies, such as carbon 

capture and storage (CCS) and the production, transport and storage of hydrogen in Ireland, 

in order to reduce Ireland’s carbon emissions. It is expected that both of these technologies 

will be needed to get Ireland to net-zero emissions and both will interact with the marine 

environment and therefore it is critical that the final NMPF reflects their importance and 

supports their development’’. 

 

4. Irish Research Centre for Applied Geosciences (iCRAG); 

‘’ The inclusion of both depleted gas reservoirs and saline aquifers would be helpful to the 

development of carbon capture and storage technology in Ireland. The focus on carbon 

capture and storage in the draft framework is welcome, as there is potential to develop this 

technology in Ireland as part of the transition to low carbon electricity generation. While the 

draft specifically mentions depleted gas reservoirs, a key omission in this section is saline 

aquifers. Such aquifers are potentially one of the most important stores for CO2, as 

evidenced by the use of saline aquifers for CO2 storage in Norway which since 1996 have 

stored 22 Mt CO2. Updating the draft to include both depleted gas reservoirs and saline 

aquifers would be helpful to the development of this technology in Ireland’’.  

 

 

5. Bórd Gais Energy;  

‘’ BGE is supportive of the development of CCS in Ireland as we believe it will play an 

important role in our national decarbonisation efforts. Ireland’s current target to produce 

70% of electricity from renewable sources by 2030 is ambitious but also envisages a 

significant role for conventional generation. Reliable thermal assets will continue to play a 

central role in our electricity system supporting intermittent renewables and providing on 

demand energy. Decarbonisation of these generators will help in reaching our immediate 

2030 targets while also setting out our pathway to net zero in the future.  

 

Given that there are less than 10 years remaining to achieve the 70% target, efforts should 

be made in the very near term to encourage more enabling technologies for decarbonisation 

and we believe that CCS is one such technology. BGE believes that local geological storage 

may be the more cost-effective model to follow compared to transport and storage, not least 

due to the absence of transport costs. As recently referenced at the European Gas regulatory 

forum1 the Kinsale gas field is a potentially excellent site, due to its close proximity to two 

gas powered electricity stations and a number of large industrial sites in the area utilising 

large quantities of natural gas’’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Energy (Offshore Gas Storage) - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments-29 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions; 

1. Several submissions call for LNG proposals to be discontinued. The possibility of investment 

in Gas storage facilities becoming a stranded asset as Ireland transitions to Carbon Neutrality 

is also mentioned.  

2. Several submissions note and acknowledge Gas supply concerns post-Brexit, where the 

country’s gas supply will be disconnected from Europe.  

3. ERVIA suggest the possibility of Gas Storage in suitable geological formations 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. James Carton;  

‘’ Ireland is 89% reliant on fossil fuels in our entire energy sector and is energetically 

interconnected to Europe via the UK with two natural gas pipelines, three cross border cables 

and two DC subsea cables [SEAI, Energy in Ireland, 2019]. 60% of Ireland’s greenhouse gas 

emissions are from the energy sector equivalent to almost 39million tonnes of CO2. Natural 

Gas or LNG are fossil fuels and as so must be decarbonised. Building new fossil fuel 

infrastructure risks that infrastructure and becoming stranded and its employees losing their 

jobs in the coming years, as seen with Bord Ná Mona’s peat plants & ESB’s coal plant. [...] 

Continued natural gas exploration or LNG imports (from fracked origins) are not compatible 

with a low carbon transition and would be a front to the Dáil decision of 2017 and a social 

and climate ‘disaster’ for Ireland’’. 

 

2. An Taisce;  

‘’Include  in  the  primary  objective  a  commitment  to  consider  sustainability  issues 

surrounding gas and its storage offshore. All  consideration  of  gas  storage  needs  to  take  

into  account  the  issue  of  gas infrastructure becoming a stranded asset as Ireland 
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transitions away from fossil fuel use as required by national and EU law. This should be 

included as an Issue for Sustainability.  References to  the  potential  Shannon  LNG  project  

should  be  removed  from  this section as it would constitute transmission infrastructure 

rather than storage’’. 

 

 

3. ERVIA; 

‘’ Interaction with Other Activities: This section does not mention links between Offshore Gas 

Storage and hydrogen gas Storage. The following sentence could be included: ‘Suitable 

offshore geological formations, such as offshore depleted gas fields, may be used for safe 

and cost effective long term storage of hydrogen, as an alternative to offshore natural gas 

storage, to assist Ireland in meeting its CO2 emissions reduction targets’’. 

 

4. Bórd Gais Energy;  

‘’ It is expected that Ireland will remain reliant on natural gas for some of its electricity 

generation and heating for the next two decades. As such security of gas supplies will also 

remain of great importance. As high-lighted in the draft plan the use of the Kinsale field for 

gas storage has been attempted before and failed, thus the commercial case for the use of 

the Kinsale field for gas storage still appears quite weak. The focus for that site therefore we 

suggest better sits with its CCS potential as discussed above. 

 

While the construction of a LNG terminal in Ireland may serve to increase security of supply, 

given the number of LNG degasification plants within the UK and our capacity for gas 

importation from the UK - questions over what true value it will add remain. BGE’s primary 

concern is ensuring that customers do not bear undue costs and from our perspective a 

thorough cost-benefit analysis is required comparing a LNG terminal to alternative solutions, 

such as UK imports or indeed investment in indigenous renewable gas production, before any 

decision to proceed is made.  

 

While outside the scope of this consultation BGE believes that long term security of supply 

would be better achieved by focusing on the production of renewable gaseous fuels within 

Ireland. Biomethane currently, and in the future hydrogen production, could provide 

significant volumes of low-carbon energy that will complement our natural wind and 

agricultural resources in meeting our low carbon ambitions. This will require significant 

investment in the near term if we are to build an indigenous industry that can support a 

sustainable agricultural sector and a true low carbon energy future. In our view, this would 

be a better use of any investment4 to ensure security of supply and would also aid in our 

transition to a low carbon future’’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Energy (Offshore Renewable Energy) - Summary of submission comments.  

 

Total Number of Comments- 272 

 

Most frequently mentioned issues in submissions;  

1. General acceptance of the fact that ORE forms an integral part of the transition to a low 

carbon economy and to achieve the targets set out in the Climate Action Plan.  

2. Some concern expressed in reference to Zoning for ORE, and how that will be implemented 

and governed, as well as request for clarifications around the issue of Zoning.  

3. Environmental concerns such as Marine Protected Areas (MPA), Special Areas of 

Conservation (SAC) and Sustainability (among others) should be of paramount importance 

when considering ORE developments. 

4. Omission of Hydrogen in NMPF pointed out by ORE industry. 

5. Visual impact of ORE developments. 

 

Examples of comments in this section;  

1. National Offshore Wind Energy Association of Ireland (NOW);  

‘’ 1. NOW strongly supports the objectives and planning policies in relation to Offshore 

Renewable Energy (ORE) projects set out in section 11.0 of the Consultation Draft of the 

NMPF. We welcome ORE Policy 1 which supports the Climate Action Plan target to develop of 

at least 3.5GW of offshore wind by 2030. NOW Ireland members are ready to play a 

significant part in achieving this goal. It is vital that the milestones identified in the Climate 

Action Plan are met to sustain the emerging confidence in the industry and encourage supply 

chain and developer investment. Facilitating the swift progress of projects at various stages 

of development along the East Coast is therefore critical.’’ 
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2. IBEC;  

‘’IBEC broadly agrees with the objectives and planning policies set out in section. To help 

meet our EU-mandated energy and climate obligations, the Government has targeted 70% 

renewable electricity by 2030. This will require the roll out of 5 GW of ORE capacity. The plan 

must support the delivery of this offshore capacity. Appendix D contains information on 

additional actions required to facilitate the development of offshore wind projects. 

Regarding Action 1, it is essential that these Guidelines and resources be developed in 

consultation with industry as soon as possible. Clear and workable guidance needs to be 

provided in relation to visualisation assessments and the approach to zoning, capable of 

securing the Government’s climate action objectives are required.’’ 

 

3. Innogy Renewables; 

‘’One of the key principles which is repeated in multiple locations in the NMPF is initially 

introduced in Section 3.0 Overarching Marine Planning Policies - which is the hierarchy of 

mitigation – avoidance of significant adverse impact, minimisation of impact and mitigation 

of impact. Critical to the effective implementation of this hierarchy is meaningful and timely 

engagement and information sharing between parties wherever possible. It is suggested that 

the most effective way for offshore wind development projects to facilitate coexistence, 

cooperation and partnership, identify and deliver opportunities, avoid, minimise and mitigate 

significant adverse impacts, is through early consultation with other marine stakeholders and 

communities.’’ 

 

Recommended Action; It is recommended that Section 3.0 Overarching Marine Planning 

Policies emphasises the importance of effective communication and collaboration cross-

sectorally to successfully implement all levels of the hierarchy of mitigation. 

 

 

4. DP Energy;  

‘’Ireland has an opportunity with its Marine Planning Framework to set out the direction for 

marine development over the next twenty years. DP Energy believes it is essential that 

Ireland’s marine planning system effectively enables the development of offshore wind in 

keeping with the objectives of the Climate Action Plan. DP Energy welcomes the planning 

objectives and planning policies in relation to Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) 

Development which seek to support the establishment of Ireland as a world leader in ORE 

deployment, support Ireland’s decarbonisation journey, provide enhanced security of supply 

for Ireland and ensure good regulatory practices in ORE development. 

 

Offshore wind energy is at the heart of the Climate Action Plan (CAP)’s ambition to cut CO2 

emissions  in the electricity sector by two-thirds and increase the renewable energy share of 

electricity demand to 70 per cent by 2030 from its current 35 per cent. Already Ireland has an 

offshore wind energy pipeline of more than 12 GW at various stages of development off its 

coast, enough to supply more than all of Ireland’s electricity needs.’’ 

 

 

5. The Bryden Centre LYIT;  

‘’ There is a recognition that coordinated national, regional and project specific 

environmental monitoring is required to better inform marine spatial planning and decision 

making. An additional objective encouraging industry-wide monitoring packages that are 



standardised where appropriate and integrate and coordinate government, industry and 

project level programmes would provide a driver and focus to prioritise and deliver much 

needed monitoring. This monitoring data will ultimately contribute to the sustainable 

development of the offshore renewables industry by informing decisionmakers, increasing 

certainty and reducing risk.’’ 

 

6. Irish Tourism Industry Confederation;  

‘’When considering an offshore installation, it will be important to evaluate the application in 

terms of the visual impact the distance offshore that they may be located. The infrastructure 

maybe in place for some years and the potential to destroy the tourism experience for a 

marginal economic gain will be a lasting one.’’ 

 

7. Save Our Seafront;  

‘’ Offshore windfarm development will have a negative effect on landscape and tourism 

unless it is managed properly and in accordance with accepted international standards. 

Ireland's coastline is internationally renowned and it is a significant factor in attracting 

tourists. The imposition of large-scale, industrial wind farms in close proximity to the 

coastline would have a seriously detrimental effect on the marine landscape and would result 

in the loss of tourism and related jobs.’’ 

 

8. An Bórd Pleanála; 

‘’An Bord Pleanála supports the proposed designation of zones for ORE and would welcome 

clarity in relation to the hierarchy of marine activities within these zones for the purposes of 

assessing individual development proposals. ‘’ 

 

9. ESB Generation & Trading;  

‘’We believe that development of offshore wind at scale is key to tackling the climate 

emergency with the potential not only to meet national but growing international demand 

for clean power. This commitment has been demonstrated firstly through ESB’s investment in 

the Oriel Windfarm project located off the coast of County Louth in January 2019 and then 

more recently by entering into a development partnership with Equinor, a Norwegian-based     

energy company. It is the ambition of the partnership to explore opportunities for large scale 

wind projects towards commercial operation by 2030 and beyond, thus contributing to the 

wider goals of the Irish Government on energy transition.’’ 

 

10. James Carton; 

‘’ Offshore Renewable Energy is consistent with a low carbon transition. The objective to 

support the establishment of Ireland as a world leader in Offshore Renewable Energy 

deployment is commendable. […] .  Due to the geography of Ireland and the location of grid 

infrastructure, the East & South coasts are suitable for deployment of Fixed Offshore Wind 

Turbine technology.  Planners must recognise that suitable locations in the East & South 

coasts of Ireland are sand banks that are relatively close to shore compared to UK & 

Netherlands or other European countries. Therefore, attention must be paid to communities, 

fishing and wildlife habitats where these Fixed Offshore Wind farms will be located. [...] The 

objective to support the establishment of Ireland as a world leader in Offshore Renewable 

Energy deployment is commendable but this ambition should evolve to be world leader in 

Offshore Floating Renewable Energy development. Ireland by far of any other country in 



Europe has the biggest potential for Offshore Floating Renewable Energy development; at 

the scale that the energy production could many times dwarf Ireland own consumption, 

allowing Ireland to be a net exporter of Renewable Energy to Europe & UK. Ireland is the 

best-placed country in Europe to test deep water (70m-350m) offshore floating renewable 

wind. On the west and south coasts of Ireland Offshore Floating wind farms could be 

deployed 10’s to 100’s of Km from shore, avoiding any near shore community, fishing and 

wildlife habitat issues.’’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


