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New Staff
13 New Forestry Inspectors
4 New Temporary Forestry Inspectors
16 Full Time Equivalent Ecologists
More ecologists being recruited in 2021
Additional Administrative staff

Forestry Inspectorate
The Forestry Inspectorate’s role is to support the Department’s Mission for Forestry – “To develop
an internationally competitive and sustainable forest sector that provides a full range of
economic, environmental and social benefits to society and which accords with the Forest Europe
definition of sustainable forest management.”

Forestry Inspectorate have a role in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Implementing National forest policy
Forestry Grant Schemes
Licensing felling, afforestation, forest roads and aerial fertilisation
Forest Health
Brexit - Import Controls and Export Certification
FLEGT Licensing
ISPM 15
Forest reproductive Material

Overview of application
process for afforestation

Landowner engages Registered Forester
Application developed, must adhere to

‘Form 1’ plus maps and documents submitted online
– INET system

Public notification (30 days) via website & site notice
Admin. Checks, digitising, GIS based referrals to NPWS,
Fisheries, LAs, An Taisce, EPA, plus

Additional Referrals to
public bodies
Internal referrals to
Archaeology & Ecology

 Forestry Regs. (SI191 / 2017) & other
legal requirement (e.g. birds & habitats,
EIA, water)
 Afforestation Grant & Premium Scheme
Terms & Conditions
 Land Types for Afforestation
 Environmental Requirements for
Afforestation
 Other DAFM forestry circulars,
requirements
 Forestry Standards Manual (Nov15) &
COFORD Forest Road Manual (2004)
 Acid Sensitivity Protocol, Hen Harrier
Procedures, etc.
 Registered Forester T&Cs

Inspector assessed silvicultural & environmental
suitability, based on:
 project information
 site inspection
 GIS Map Viewer
 Ecologist & Archaeologist feedback (if referred)
 referral responses & submissions
 outcome of AA & EIA processes

Admin. Licence & grant approval (typically with
conditions) or refused

28-day stay to allow for appeal (by applicant, forester or 3rd party)
If appeal received, dealt with by Forestry Appeals Committee

‘Further
Information
Required’
(e.g. drainage
report, additional
referrals, NIS)

Appropriate Assessment
 Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive:
Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to
the management of the [Natura] site but likely to have a
significant effect thereon, either individually or in
combination with other plans or projects, shall be
subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for
the site in view of the site's conservation objectives. In
the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications
for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the

competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or
project only after having ascertained that it will not
adversely affect the integrity of the [Natura] site
concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion
of the general public.

 Directive transposed by S.I.477 of 2011
 DAFM is the ‘competent authority’ and it must be sure that the
project meets these exacting requirements

Appropriate Assessent:
Any project likely to have a significant effect on a Natura site – either
individually or in combination with other projects – shall be subject to
appropriate assessment.

Therefore, 1st step, is there a
possibility of a significant effect?

European site (or Natura site) – a
collective term for...
 SPECIAL AREA OF CONSERVATION (SAC)
A prime wildlife conservation area
considered to be important at a
European as well as an Irish level,
designated under the Habitats
Directive.

 SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA (SPA) An
area of significance for the
conservation of habitats which are
important for birds and have been
designated under the EU Council
Directive 79/409/EEC on the
conservation of wild birds (or
‘Birds Directive’).

Recent legal cases
People Over Wind and Peter Sweetman versus Coillte Teoranta

12 April 2018

It is not appropriate, at the screening stage, to take account of the measures intended to
avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the plan or project on that site.
Eoin Kelly versus An Bord Pleanála

15 April 2019

If there is a Source-pathway -receptor connection between the proposed development and
the qualifying interest of a European site and potential harmful effects have been
identified, measures to avoid or reduce those effects must be excluded from the screening
analysis

Heather Hill management Company CLG versus An Bord Pleanála

21 June 2019

The court held that this commitment to comply with 'best practice measures' represented
an avoidance or reduction measure that must be excluded for the purposes of reaching a
screening determination.

Decision to plant - What land is suitable and
available for forestry?
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Afforestation
Site Notice and Public Consultation (Forestry Act 2014)

• Site Notices - Must be in position for five weeks
• 3rd parties may make submissions
• DAFM website contains list of all applications and
decision made

DAFM Website

• Forestry Appeals Committee – hears appeals on
decisions on afforestation, forest roads and felling
licence applications

Forest Licence Viewer

Afforestation Scheme – Current Grants and Premiums
Grant and Premium Category (GPC)

Grant €/ha

Premium

GPC 1 – Unenclosed

2,600

185

GPC 2 - Sitka spruce / Lodgepole Pine

3,545

440

GPC 3 – 10% Diverse Conifer

3,650

510

GPC 4 – Diverse Conifer

3,965

560

GPC 5 – Broadleaf

5,435

575

GPC 6 – Oak

5,750

615

GPC 7 – Beech

5,750

615

GPC 8 – Alder

3,860

575

GPC 9 - Native Woodland establishment (1-3)

5,750

635

GPC 10 - Native Woodland establishment (4)

5,435

635

GPC 11 - Agro-forestry

4,450

260

GPC 12a – Forestry for Fibre

2,450

180

GPC 12b – Forestry for Fibre (aspen)

2,165

180

•Broadleaf requirement of 15% for every site
•15% Areas of Biodiversity Enhancement
•Max unenclosed land 20%

Referrals

Legislation compliance and enfocement
International legislation includes
Habitats Directive
Birds Directive
EIA Directive
Water Framework Directive
Environmental Liability Directive
SEA Directive
Pesticides Directive
Aarhus Convention
Convention on Biological Diversity
Climate Change Agreements
National legislation includes
Forestry Act 2014
Forestry Regs
Habitats and Birds Regs (SI 477 2011)
Wildlife Acts
Planning and Development Act
Water and WFD Regs
EIA Regs

Other schemes
•
•
•
•
•
•

NeighbourWood
Woodland Improvement
Reconstitution and underplanting scheme
Woodland Creation on Public lands
Native Woodland Conservation
Forest roads

Weekly Dashboard

Thank you
Séamus Dunne
Kevin Collins

